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IT  was  gcuLial  Wilkinson's  intention,  when  he  C(<iu 
menccd  his  memoirs,  to  liave  ofl'erccl  the  humble  period 
niance  to  his  countn',  in  regular  progression,  from  Iris  h.i '!, 
to  the  closing  scene  of  his  persecutions  ;  and  he  had  actu 
ally  brought  down  the  first  volume  to  the  period  ot  th . 
convention  of  Saratoga,  when  he  discovered  it  was  nt  c( 
sary  he  should  abandon  the  course  he  had  marked  gut  lor 
himself,  to  meet  the  torrent  of  vilification  which  continr.cd 
to  bear  against  him,  and  prepare  to  combat  the  prejud" 
of  the  House  of  Hepnscnlatives  of  the  (Irvcuth  coc,^i\.i<. 
Pursuant  to  those  objects,  he  prepared  this  volume,  and 
in  an  Appendix  to  the   fourth,  arranged  ample  proof;   to 
justify  his  conduct  in  command  on  the  Mississippi  ir  t,^ 
vear  1B09,  from  whence  he  had  l)een  recalled  under 
cumstanccs  ot  disgrace,  without  a  trial,  or  an  op])ortu.iit\ 
to  vindicate  himself,  although  it  was  earnestly  solicited, 
even   before  his  recall.     'l"he  preliminary  matter  to  t' 
Appendix  which  is  now  in  the  press,  will  shorth'  be  ofl   i .(' 
to  the  public,  and  will  be  followed  soon  after  by  an  ar  m! 
exposition  of  the  imputed  Spanish  conspiracy  and  its  ! 
ramifications.    The  memoirs,  then,  of  general  Wilkin-    i 
public  and  private  life,  will  be  the  last  volume  publisli'  i 
and    will   comprehend    manv   incidents  and  anccdot        ' 
the  revolution  little  known,  with  a  more  interesting    ■  i 
authentic  account  of  the  battle  of  Breed's  hill,  the  nr 
of  Boston  and  the  campaigns  of  1 776  and  7,  than  is  e>  .  i  r 
Persecuted  to  the  verge  of  dv^s^ract'on,  without  a  (!;.r.  i 
of  relief,  his  huml'L-rortC^ifc  ruined  p.nd'lfis  domestic  1  a; 
piness  blasted,  for 'his  fidelity  to  his  country  ;  general  ^  V  .1 
kinson  has  to  struggle  agr.iivst  poweT-and  wealth  and  taLnt-^ 
and  influence  ;  and  upneld  bv  an  approving  conscience  a  '  ' 
a  righteous  (iod,  he  will  cs-mtinuc  to  d.efend  his  aspers '  ' 
honor  to  the  last  ebb  oi  life. 

"  Justice  was  always  hcav'n's  distinguished  mark. 
And  he  who  bears  it  not,  has  no  friend  there." 


Ji'ashington,  May  l«f,  1811. 


INiMlODll   r[ON 


IN  prcscDtipi;  i\\U  \oU\mcAo  tlic  [)iiblj;  .  ,, 
think  |)i\)|)i'i-  l(»  oli--.-  ;i  (cw  introductory  o)>s(i\;i 
fii)ns  and  inijuirit  s,  t.)  the  attention  of  tlic  rcatkr 
ll  will  !\(>t  hi"  ilenii'tl,  that  unik'i- a  oovcrnnicnt  ot 
law  s,  til/   interests  of  tiic  indiviuiiiil  and  the  coin- 
niunily    aic  inseparably  eonnected.     Tiie    social 
eoin|vic(,  emanating  from  the  people,  forms  a  honJ 
wiiich  embraces  and  piNeseijual  security  to  tix-  ir 
1  -rots  of  the  whole.      In  such  a  state  of  socir;\. 
w  heie    |)ii\  iie^-cs  and   exemptions  arc   unknown. 
w  hatcNce  ma;,'   affect  the  rights  of  one,  nia\-  en 
danger  tlie  liberties  of  all. 

Let  candid  men  review  the  scenes  of  general 
Wilkinson's  p.n'secutions,  since  his  discomfiture  ot 
iJ'irr  :  Iv/t  them  re  survey  the  grounds  over  w  1  i  b 
iie  has  been  pursued,  witli  l)itter  animosity  and  \;' . 
relenting  malice  ;  by  public  and  by  pi'ivatc  cliarui 
ters  ;  by  mock  patriiits  and  confessed  traitors ;  i  v 
individuals  and  by  hosts;  tb.ea  let  them  lay  tl.. 
liands  upon  their  hearts,  and  iufiulre  whethei'  't 
wise  or   just,  or  constitutional,  to  raise  the  publr 
aim  against  a  man,  whose  services  have  been  a  • 
knowledgcd  by  that  branch  of  the  governmei-:, 
wiiich  he  is  alone  responsible?  Whilst  the  iinpa 
tations,  pointed  at  his  character,  have  been  engcii- 
d'-red  by  envy,  malice  and  disappointed  treason, 
and  depend  for  suppoit  on  a  tissue  of  hearsays,  de- 
ductions   and  ex-partc   perjuries,    combined    :  id 
fasli.oned   with   prjiessional   skill,  to   alarn^    >hc 
fears  and  excite  the  jealousies  of  the  people. 

I.-ct  it  be  remeuibcred,  that  if  a  man  (the  recoid 
of  whose  public  services  cannot  be  destro3'ed  whiV 
the    American  history  endures.)  against    whom. 
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after  more  than  three  years  virulent  persecution, 
no  crime  has  been  substantiated,  may  be  thus  bay- 
ed and  harrassed  and  toitured,  no  person  can  be 
safe,  but  in  the  shade  of  obscurity  ;  that  although 
the  sacrifice  of  Wilkinson  may  be  no  loss  to  the 
community,  it  may  make  way  for  a  succession  of 
victims ;  and  that  if  the  precedent  be  once  esta- 
blished, no  eye  can  discern  the  termination  of  its 
horrors. 

Shall  it  be  said  of  the  American  government  at 
this  tender  age,  that  infected  by  the  corruptions  of 
the  old  world,  it  has  strayed  from  the  path  of 
righteousness  ?  Shall  the  enemies  of  free  govern- 
ments, exultingly  proclaim,  that  the  boasted  con- 
stitution ,of  the  United  States,  the  last  bulwark  of 
human  liberty,  is  but  a  paper  parapet,  rent  by 
every  gust  of  passion,  which  political  or  personal 
animosities  may  excite  ?  Shall  the  provisions  which 
the  constitution  has  established  foi-  the  protection 
of  the  citizen,  become  the  sport  of  passion  or  pre- 
judice ?  "  No  person,"  says  that  palladium  of  our 
liberty,  "  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or 
"  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  pi'csent- 
'•  mcnt  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in 
'•'  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the 
"  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or 
"public  danger;  nor  shall  any  person,  for  the 
"  same  offence,  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or 
"  limb.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused 
"  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial, 
"  &c.  and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause 
''  of  the  accusation  ;  to  he  confronted  by  tJieivitness- 
"  es  against  him  ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for 
"  obtaining  tcitnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the 
"  assistance  of  counsel  in  his  defence." 

With  V.  hat  salutary  caution  and  parental  solici- 
tude, did  the  framei's  of  this  sacred  charter  of  our 
rights,  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  citizen  ;  and 
wherefore  the  interposition  of  these  explicit  provi- 
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sioiis?  To  ccmluic  the  cuiTi'iil  of  jii'^icr  lo  ilspro- 
|»('iclKinn(»l;  to  i^iiiu-d  man  ui^aiiist  man  ;  lo  pro- 
tect the  Iccble  a^ain^t  the  i^tronj:'-,  and  the  po(  r 
against  the  ricii.  On  tliis  subject  of  porsonal 
nohts,  oiu*  of  the  nuot  enlii^lilened  and  virtuous 
statesmen  of  modein  times,  speakino-  of  tlie  dis- 
cords wliieh  rent  the  liiitisli  Uini^dom,  in  tiie  seven 
teenth  eentni-y,  and  th<^  sj)Ir-itof  peiseention  wiiich 
♦Misned,  lias  made  tlie  Ibl! owing-  irinarkable  leflc:! 
tions  :*  ''  Sui-ely  if  there  l)e  one  moral  duty,  which 
*■  is  binding  upon  men,  at  all  times,  places  and  cir- 
'•  eumslanees,  and  tVoni  which  no  su[)|)osed  \  iev/s 
"  of  policy  can  excnsi'  them  ;  it  is  that  of  orantiii<> 
"  a  full  justilicatii)n  to  the  innocent."  On  tlv  trial 
of  lord  Sti-afloi-d.  he  further  obser\-es :  "Nothiiii; 
'*  short  of  a  elv'arl\- pro\eil  casecan  justify,  or  evfu 
'*  excuse  a  dejJartuie  IVoin  the  sacred  rules  of  cri 
'•  niinal  justice  :  ¥ov  it  can  rarely,  indeed,  happen, 
'•  that  the  mischief  to  be  apprehended  I'rom  sulfer- 
'•  ini;  any  criminal  however  j^uilty,  to  escape,  am 
"■  he  C'liial  to  that  rcsuUino-  from  the  z'iolaiinn  of 
"  those  rules,  to  which  the  innocent  oxce  the  se'-uv'iy 
"  of  all  that  is  dear  to  them.  If  such  cases  have 
•'  existed,  they  must  have  been  in  instances  ^^  here 
'•  ti"ial  has  been  wholly  out  of  the  question,  as  in 
'•that  of  (3csar  ar.d  other  tyrants;  but  when  a 
"  man  is  once  in  a  situation  to  be  tried,  and  his 
^'  person  in  the  power  of  his  accnseis  an  J  h  s 
'•  jiidL!;es,  he  can  no  longer  be  formidable  in  that 
"•  degree  which  alone  can  justily  (if  any  thing  cauj 
••  the  \iolation  of  thobC  substantial  rules  of  erimi- 
*•  nal  proceedings." 

Tiie  events  which  disfigure  the  course  of  the 
Hritish  liistory,  after  the  measure  of  injuilco 
which  marked  the  case  of  lord  Straffoid, but  more 
particularly  the  bloody  scenes  of  levolutionar^ 
France,  and  the  lamentable  consequences  wh.jh 
ha\e   en-ued,  furnish  cautionary  lessons  to  jncji- 

■  Vide  FvW's  hisiorv  of  James  the  2(1, 
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kind,  by  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  councils  of 
the  TJnited  States  may  profit. 

General  Wilkinson  has  lived  too  long  in  the 
habits  of  subordination,  to  be  ignorant  of  the  re- 
spect which  is  due  to  the  constituted  authorities  of 
his  country:  But  it  is  impossible  he  should  live  so 
long,  as  to  forget  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen, 
or  abandon  those  claims  to  justice,  which  rest  on 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  land.  The  same  spirit 
and  the  s^ame  principle  which  prompted  him  to  re- 
sist the  usurpations  of  the  parent  state,  will  prevent 
his  tacit  submission  to  any  act  ot"  power,  unsanc- 
t.oned  by  the  constitution.  Yet  no  victim  of  op- 
pression was  ever  more  willing  or  more  solicitous, 
to  meet  his  accusers  before  any  competent  tiibunal ; 
and  he  trusts  in  the  justice  of  his  country,  and  of 
those  who  administer  its  government,  that  the 
inmunitics  secured  to  the  traitor  Burr,  at  Rich- 
mond, may  not  be  denied  at  Washington,  to  the 
man  who  defeated  his  conspiracy. 

J'he  arts,  the  pains,  the  industry  and  even 
treachery,  which  have  been  employed  to  prejudice 
tie  public  mind,  leave  general  Wilkinson  a  poor 
chance  for  justice  ;  but  conscious  honor  and  the 
recollection  of  his  long  and  faithful  services,  teach 
him  to  defy  consequences,  and  will  sustain  him  in 
every  extremity  of  fortune.  Is  it  lawful,  or  hon- 
orable for  a  man  to  act  as  a  juror  or  ji.dge,  who 
has  prejudged  the  case,  years  before  it  has  been 
brought  to  issue  ?  who  after  having  served  on  the 
grand  jury  which  indicted  Bun-  at  Richmond,  has 
since  declared,  he  would  not  ''  have  agreed  to  find 
"  a  bill  against  the  conspirator,  but  for  the  expecta- 
•*  tion  of  indicting  Wilkinson  also  ?''  Yet  it  is 
susceptible  of  proof  before  any  competent  tribunal, 
tvdl  the  honorable  Mr.  Jolm  Randolph,  has  made 
this  declaration.  Colonel  Burr  was  permitted  to 
}xirge  the  grand  inquest  of  the  district  before  he 
was  even  put  on  his  trial.     Two  gentlemen  of  high 
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i'cs|K'cLul))lil  \  \\<n;  cXccpdcl  h>  ;u;<l  >U'iU'k  \vn\r\ 
llu'  jury,  (lias  ^ciidiil  W'ilkijisoii  cxiu'ilcncccl  llic 
-iimo  indiil^ciu'c  iVoin  llu" coininittit*  of  CoMf^ft'SS?; 
iJiit  Air.  liumlolplu  although  he  acknou  Icdj^ccl  l)i.s 
j)i('jmlit,'i"s  a<;aiii>t  llic  prisoner,  N\as  not  clia!!<  nfrrd. 
aiul  siilU'ri'd  lunisclf  to  l)c  su orii  as  one  of  tlw;  *ju- 
r\ .  bcjorc  xchoni  M,-.  llaiululph,  us  lidl  <:s  coiond 
lUin\  loicxc  i>;uur(i(  U'iUitiisiiu  Diu.st  urcupy  a  cuu- 
sji'/ntiuis  pldcv :  Aiul  wliy  this?  Toi- a  soiiiliop, 
the  rcailcr  is  u  li  iicil  to  tin-  debates  oi  Con;^r(  ss, 
w  h(Mv  lie  will  lind,  that  m)  early  as  the  inonlU  of 
.lanuary,  ISOT,  xMr.  Randolph  liad  denounced  i;f- 
neral  WdUinson  on  the  tloor  of  that  honorah!*- 
hiiiiM',  m  the  nio->t  opprobious  and  illiberal  maii 
111  r.  It  Was  \cry  naiuial,  after  stieh  an  exces-, 
liial  a  i;intl(inan  of  .Mr.  liandolph's  pride,  t^ph'H, 
lionur  and  vtracili/,  should  be  strongly  iiitercbted 

•  Tlic  foliowlng  certificate,  in  the  liaiul  wi'.ting  of  tl.e  hircniiijir  Sanr- 
(iiTs,  dt"  the  light  artiikn  ,  will  siilTice  to  prove  tliat  more  than  one  num- 
Iht  of  the  grand  jury,  which  indicted  Uurr,  was  interested  in  VVilkiiirO-ih 
disgrace. 

"  I  certify,  that  sometime  in  the  month  of  February,  180?;  I  met  Mi 
"  Littleton  W .  Ta/ewell,  with  several  other  gentlemen,  at  the  hoii?.e  ol 
"  Mr.  James  Ta) lor  of  Norfi  Ik,  when  a  conversation  was  intndi:  .d, 
"  touching  the  conduct  of  general  Wiikinson  ;  in  the  course  cf  «. 
"  Mr.  Ta/.ewell  proposed  a  bet  cf  a  coat,  (which  I  took  uj))  that  g. 
"  \V.  would  be  dismi.>>bcd  the  service  wiihiii  nine  months  IVoin  iliut  d  ite 
"  The  bet  has  been  decided  and  paid  by  Mr.  T. 

J.  S.\UXDER:^,  Cii/:t.  L:  S.  .irtj." 

n'udiiiglon,  July  \^th,  1808. 

We  understand  the  bet  v/as  made  fo:  a  full  dress  regimental  ci^r,  which 
cost  eighty  or  ninety  dollars,  and  it  e.\li:bi:s  a  new  species  of  gambling, 
where  the  honor  of  a  gentleman  is  made  the  subject  of  a  uager  ;  and  th« 
pariv  j.roposing  the  bet,  sits  in  judginentoii  the  decision.  .Mr.  Tazewell 
IS  eiitiileil  to  the  credit  of  the  invention,  and  we  congratulare  him  u  i  hi., 
success  ;  but  cannot  recommend  the  sport.  We  leave  to  the  reader  the 
conmicnts  due  to  so  singular  a  transaciion,  and  will  dismiss  it  wiUi  tliree 
brief  remarks ; 

1st.  It  proves  the  prejudice  and  prejudgment  cf  Mr.  Tazewell,  b»forc 
he  was  placed  on  the  jury. 

2d.  It  proves  that  Mr.  Tazewell  lnc\-:  more  of  Burr's  co-.^piracy  than 
other  people,  as  nothing  had  been  published,  at  the  time,  to  implicate  Wil- 
kinson with  Burr;  and 

."d.  It  proves  Mr.  razeweU's  dis<piaIification  to  sit  is  a  jisdgc  upon 
AVilkinson's  honor,  because  he  was  interestcfl  in  his  coadenuiation  :  anti 
AC  all  u;vJti stand  Mr.  TazeweU's  rulingpaii-ou. 
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to  see  his  denunciations  verified.  He  had  hazard- 
ed much  hy  his  denunciations  :  Not  only  general 
Wilkinson's  character,  but  his  own,  and  perhaps 
something  he  holds  more  denr^-lih  life  xvas  at 
stake.  For  it  will  be  recollected,  that  general  Wil- 
kinson stood  high  in  the  public  estimation  ;  and 
at  that  time,  Mr.  Randolph,  held  the  rank  of  a 
gcrnhman,  and  was  a  professed  duellist.*  The  in- 
diciaient  of  the  general  would  have  consummated 
the  (-nd  and  wishes  of  Mr.  Randolph  ;  and  his  con- 
duct, when  on  the  jury,  bespeaks  emphatically  his 
solicitude  for  the  result,  but  docs  not  say  much  in 
favor  of  his  delicacy.  That  an  individual,  hostile 
to  another,  should  oppose  his  interests  and  expose 
liis  vices  and  infirmities,  is  the  natuial  effect  of 
civil  associations  ;  but  that  a  re[)resentative  of  the 
people  should  abuse  his  privilege,  and  employ  his 
seat  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  to  send  forth  in- 
vectiv'es  and  calumnies,  exciting  popular  indigna- 
tion against  a  public  officer  or  the  national  execu- 
tive, for  the  purpose  of  avenging  a  personal  affront 
or  political  disappointment,  must  be  condemned  by 
every  person  of  candor,  or  even  common  honesty, 
and  will  require  more  than  Mr.  Randolph's  elo- 
quence and  sophistry,  to  justify  it. 

From  the  conduct  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  general  Wilkinson  had  no  ap- 
peal but  to  the  tribunal  of  the  public.  Inculpatory 
iestimony  alone  tcould  be  received,  and  that  has  been 
rdtailed  to  the  uorld  through  hostile  prints ;  stig- 
matized and  dishonored  by  dark  intrigues,  and 
perjuries  the  most  vile,  he  has  been  compelled  to 
resort  to  the  press  for  the  vindication  of  his  char- 
acter, and  he  yields  to  the  compulsion  with  reluc- 
tance; not  because  he  has  any  doubts  of  the 
justice  of  his  cause  and  the  strength  of  his  proofs, 
but  because  the  mode  of  defence  is  uncongenial  to 

*  The  history  of  his  outrage  on  the  honorable  Mr.  Dana,  and  Wilkin- 
son's agency  in  that  affair,  will  be  given  in  another  place. 
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i\w  habits  iintl  tt'iiipcr  ol"  a  solclur  ;  Ik'c;ui>c  a  uai 
of  '.vords  is  uciu'i'ally  ondU'Ss  ;  Ixrausc  u  single  in 
dividual,  contCMdiiiu,  witii  a  imiltitiidc.  ol"  j)i-es?{!s. 
directed  by  an;j,i-y  and   imtVieudly  passions,  is  ni 
match  tor  the  thousaiKl  tongues  with  which  tlicy 
daily  speak  a';ainst  him;  b. -cause  truth  is  not  tii.' 
object  ot"  his  assailants,  and  an   in(juir>'  carried  oi' 
by  accusation  and  delence.  hi  the  j)ublic  piinls,  '-i;! 
never  subserve,   in   ^ueh  a  case,  the   pui'poses  of 
justice,  especiallv  \\  here  the,  accusers  enter  uijon 
the  inv<'stioation,  with  minds  desp(M\'itely  resohcd 
on  the  con\  iction  of  the  accused  ;  because  tlu  ii; 
discriminate  discussion  of  any  man's  cliaracter,  ly 
licentious  newswriters,  must  ine\itably   taint   Irs 
reputation,  by  the  familiar  connexion  ol*  his  nanu" 
with  those  ot"  the  most  prollii^ate  wretches.      For 
the^eiH^asons,  and  foi-many  more  like  them,  l^'cnt 
ral  Wilkinson  would   have  declint^d  a  recurrenc  e 
to  the  press,  even  in  the  shape  of  a  volume:     J5ni 
haunted  by  his  persecutors,  in  all  the  paths  of  Ins 
lite,  his  (eelins;s  attempted  to  be  tortured  by  cvct  y 
conceivable  artifice,  the  Conoress  of  the   United 
States  tacitly  yielding,  in  his  cause,  to   the   bold 
ness   of   faction;    false    friends  throwing    off  the 
mask,  and  impudent  ionorance  i-aisino;  its  ignoble 
voice  against  him,  he  has  finally  decided  to  collect 
himself  upon  his  own  centre  ;  to  review  the  action- 
of  his  past  career  ;  to  justify  the  confidence  c!  i.i 
still  remaining  friends;   and  no   longer  to  foiget 
what  he  owes  to  his  own  heart,  and  to  his  military 
fame.     If  in  the  j)rosecution  of  this  resolution.  f)ri- 
\ate  and  ciiifidential  letters  are  exposed,  let  it  l-.r 
attributed  to  its  true  cause;  let  it  be  placed  tu  (in 
account   of  that   voracious  api)etite  of  calui.mw 
from  whose  gnawing  tooth  no  de|)ository  is  saer-'d 
no  assylum   is   safe;  to  that  ferocious  teinjx-'-  r.'" 
mind,  which,  seeking  personal  revenge  undei-  Jhr 
mask  of  jniblic   motives,  rends  the  bosom  of  pri 
vate  confidence,  and  derides  all  sense  of  fidelitv 
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Should  there  be  any  vrho,  seeking  dlstinetlons  of 
evidence,  may  objeet  to  voluntary  affidavits,  let 
hini  recollect  that  such 'has  been  the  species  of 
proof  adduced  to  convict  general  Wilkinson  :  But 
it  will  be  found  tp.at  this  volume  is  not  essentiallv 
liable  to  this  objection,  for  the  vouchers  in  the  ajv 
pendix  are  chielly  official,  and  otherwise  of  such  a 
nature  as  cannot  be  disputed,  and  it  is  upon  them 
the  general  rests  his  conduct  and  character. 

Mr.  Clark  compla'ms  that  he  is  compelled  to 
prove  a  negative,  and  yet  he  requires  that  general 
Wilkinson  should  prove  an  hundred  negatives. 
He  feels  the  difiiculty  in  his  own  case,  but  will  not 
allov/  it  to  prevail  w^ith  respect  to  the  general. 
Considering  his  hiiy;enuity,  it  would  at  least  be  can- 
did in  him  to  grant  the  same  indulgence  to  Wil- 
kinson, which  he  claims  for  the  establishment  of 
his  own  innocence  :  But  general  Wilkinson  waves 
all  excuses  of  this  sart,  and  trusts  to  the  solidity  and 
correctness  of  his  own  actions,  properly  developed, 
]("or  a  complete  acquittal  in  the  judgment  of  his 
country. 

Another  excuse  offered  by  Mr.  Clark  to  account 
for  the  insufficiency  of  the  testimony  he  has  ad- 
duced, merits  a  cursory  view.  He lepresents  him- 
self as  a  single  man,  contending  with  an  officer  of 
rank,  who  is  protected  by  the  strong  arm  of  go- 
vernment. This  rhetoiic  might  answer  in  a  mon- 
archy ;  but  what  governmental  power  in  the 
United  States,  can  shield  an  individual  from  the 
claims  of  justice  ?  Nay,  what  administration  is 
potent  enough  to  shield  him,  even  from  the  gripe 
of  popular  persecution?  Tiie  public  opinion  is 
alr/ays  paramount  to  the  constituted  authorities, 
and  his  chance  is  slender  indeed,  who  relies  upon 
government  as  an  yEo-Js  ag-ainst  the  assaults  of 
detraction.  The  administration  itself  cannot  stand 
up  against  tiie  tremendous  cuiTcnt  of  national  sen- 
timent;  and  when  the  question  is,  whether  our 
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rul(T?  shall  yicid  up  an  iiulix  idiial,  ihc  vit'Liia  ol 
obloquy,  (uhetlicr  justly  or  UMiu^lly.)  or  vicKl  up 
tlicli-  own  |)laccs,  il  is  uot  iliHicwlt  tu  d'lN  'ux-  (In  r  - 
suit. 

And  is  Daniel  Clark  tluit  isolalcil  indi\i(ual, 
which  lu'  r(*[)irs('nls  hinii^cirto  Ik*?  Ixt  an  liun- 
dird  hiirliuir  parti/ans  i-cjily  ;  let  tlu'  sway  which 
he  hckls  in  tlu*  hank  at  New  Oilcans  ;  let  the  nii- 
iueiH)Us  dependents  with  whom  he  surrounds  him* 
self,  hy  \anous  allurements,  and  within  the  circle 
of  whom  he  is  intrenched;  let  the  sums  which  he 
hasst|uandercd  in  persecuting  Wilkinson,  hy  hiring 
pn^sses,  hy  procuriiio;  witnesses,  and  hy  torming 
comhinati'^ns  lor  that  persecution  ;  let  all  all  these 
answer  the  inquiry:  And  what  piutertion  from 
authority  is  extended  to  Wilkinson  ?  What  bank 
enables  liini  to  secure  converts  to  his  cause?  VVMuit 
prcsscR  arc  leagued  for  his  support?  Wliat  mouths 
arc  fed  for  th(^  purposes  of  uttering  calumnies  in 
his  l)chalf?  F»ut  we  must  close  the  contrast,  lest 
our  fcclijigs  should  be  roused  into  passion,  and  we 
shor.ld  be  urged  to  the  use  of  expressions,  which 
however  merited,  it  would  be  undignified  to  cm- 
jiloy. 

'I'his  \()luine,  \\  iiieii  will  be  soon  followed  h. 
others,  is  an  answer  to  the  accusation  against  ge- 
neral Wilkinson,  of  a  participation  in  Hurr's  un- 
lawful |)r()'ject.  To  that  single  point,  and  the  vin- 
dication of  his  conduct  in  the  transactions  con 
nccted  with  it,the  subsequent  pages  will  be  chielly 
eonlinccl.  Pressed  by  circumstances,  and  desirous 
to  meet,  as  jii'omptly  as  possible,  tlie  tempest  of 
pei-secution,  by  wiiieh  he  is  assailed,  he  has  dcem- 
^'d  it  ex[)edient  to  offer  the  second  volume  of  his 
memoirs  to  the  public,  before  the  tiist  has  been 
4'ommitled  to  the  press.  The  discomjilurc  qfl>!in\- 
conspirarj/  hciug  ihc  foundatton  of  ihc  hue  uud  a'l/ 
ra'/.snl  do'dinst  him.  it  is  projx-r  it  sliould  be  fust 
examined  ,:  and  as  it  is  solely  g<  neral  Wilkinson's 
vol.  ii.  k 
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intention  to  vindicate  himself,  he  does  not  pretend 
to  write  a  history  of  that  traiterous  cnterprize,  to 
\v- hich  those  are  more  competent,  ^^'ho  were  ac- 
tually in  the  secret. 

Distinct  answers  to  the  mass  of  accusations  hurl- 
ed upon  his  head  and  multiplying  like  the  hydra, 
is  not  the  labor  of  a  day.  But  the  volume  which 
general  V/illvinson  now  presents,  will,  he  hopes, 
serve  to  evince  the  industry  he  has  employed  to 
fultil  his  engagements  to  the  public. 

The  charge  of  his  connivance  at  the  murder  of 
the  soldiery  intrusted  to  his  command,  is  of  all,  the 
most  cruel  cut  v/hich  has  been  made  at  general 
Wilkinson's  sensibilities  and  honor ;  and  it  appears 
to  have  been  strangely  countenanced  by  those,  who 
ought  to  have  known  how  to  estimate  it.  In  the 
coarse  of  ten  or  tv.elve  days,  an  examination  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  Congress,  respect- 
ing the  mortality  among  the  troops  on  the  Missis 
sippi,  will  be  published.  The  intrigue,  cruelty  and 
injustice,  exercised  towards  Wilkinson,  on  that 
subject,  will  be  then  exposed;  and  it  \^  ill  be  esta- 
blished, by  irrefragible  testimony,  that  his  obe- 
dience to  his  orders,  lost  the  lives  of  hundreds  of 
men ;  that  the  position  of  his  camp  at  Terre  au 
Eoiiif,  is  not  only  the  most  healthy  on  the  lower 
Mississippi,  but  the  best  circumstanced  for  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans  against  a  maritime  invasion ; 
and  that  if  the  country  is  to  be  defended,  tliat  spot 
mast  be  re-occupied.  Tiie  exposition  of  the  Span- 
ish pension,  and  conspiracy,  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  general 
^Vilkinson's  life  and  conduct,  will  soon  appear,  to 
disgrace  his  accusers,  to  shame  his  enemies,  and 
justify  his  friends. 

In  entering  upon  the  perusal  of  the  present  vol- 
ume, the  reader  is  requested  to  make  a  brief  reflec- 
tion, relative  to  the  nature  of  the  case  he  is  about 
to  examine:    He  should  be  informed,  that  not- 
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wit]i>t;iiHliiip;  the  climiours  w  liicli  liavcluvn  raisrd 
;ti;;iiiisl  *i,(Mi('ral  W'ilkiiHun,  iVoin  (ii;c  nul  oltlic 
riiitcd  Stutcs  io  the  other,  in  piiMic  piinls  and  in 
|)o|>iilai- ass<-ni!)rKs,  l)y|)n\atc  iiuli\  idiials  and  by 
i)iil)lic  charac-U'i-s,  i-fspcctini;-  his  paitii'ipation  in  thr 
vcyy  con^pirarv  uhicli  lie  cruslicd,  not  u  paiticN' 
<»r  |)ositi\('  testiniony  has  hccn  olVci-cil,  to  siisiiin 
Ihc  cahinmics  ajjplicd  to  liini ;  and  that  lie  is  at 
this  time,  ivdiu-cd  to  tlicsad  allematiNc,  of  dcfend- 
ini;-  himself  against  false  dednrtions,  groundless  al- 
legations and  vague  suspicion?',  oi-  of  sinking  nil' 
drr  tlie  load  of  approhiuni,  by  \vhich  he  is  op- 
pr(  -'('(I. 

Tills  lii-cmiousness, Iheollensivcdiscaseofrepub 
lies,   forms  tiie  alloy  of  tiiose  substantial  blessing- 
which  How  from   free  gov<M'nments,  and  is  gc  ne- 
rally  termed  a  tax  on  juiblie  station  ;  but  there  are 
cases,  in  which  it  migr.t  be  more  pi'operly  dcbig 
nated  a  tax  on  |)ublic  sei\  ice  :  Such  was  the  eas< 
of  Socrates,  of  Cicero  and  of  Belisarius  ;  and  if  w 
may  be  j^crmitted  to  (Muulate,  where  we  dare  not 
compare,  in  the  instance  beforeus,  we  behold  gen<ra' 
Wilkinson,  for  saving  his  country  from  a  civil  wiiv. 
and  guarding  the  constitution  against  violation,  oii 
bis  own  single  discretion, witliout  orders  or  instn.e 
tions.doomed  to  sufter  every  vilification  of  characLei', 
which  detraction  can  invent  and  jjcrsecution  up- 
hold.   Under  a  government  less  moderate  and  wise, 
or  in  a  period  of  impending  dang(M-s,  that  sophistry, 
which  accompanies  popular  passion,  and  whic; 
has    almost  overwhelmed   him,  would    probalMv 
have  brought  him  without  trial  aiul  without  a  mur 
mur,  to  the  scaffold  or  the  gibbet. 

Wilkinson  has  to  struggle  against  a  curren  of 
>]ander,  difficult  to  resist,  because  it  is  fed  from  a 
thousand  streams:  Insulated  and  abandoned,  lie 
stands  alone  against  the  miglity  percussion  of 
wealth,  numbers  and  talents:  But  although  his 
adversaries  be  numerous  and  powerful,  with  pas« 
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sioiis  as  black  as  Erebus  and  as  fonl  as  treason, 
supported  by  a  good  cause  and  a  good  conscience, 
he  will  contend  so  long  as  a  spark  of  justice  can 
be  found  in  the  country,  and  longer  he  desires  not 
to  live  :  f  or  if  justice  be  banished  the  United 
States,  where  will  she  find  an  assylum  on  earth  ? 

The  following  letters  from  the  President,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  the  secretary  of  war,  general  Dear- 
born, after  Burr's  capture  and  the  development  of 
iiis  traiterous  designs,  are  conclusive  testimonies  of 
their  approbation  of  Wilkinson's  conduct:  To 
these  gentlemen,  Wilkinson  was  immediately  res- 
poiisible  ;  to  them  his  every  act  v,  as  reported,  and 
eveiy  thought  unveiled  ;  they  wT.re  the  legitimate 
jud<^es  of  his  actions,  and  were  best  qualified  to 
form  a  just  estimate  of  his  merits.  If  these  gen- 
tlemen had  been  deficient  in  integrity  and  indepen- 
dence, they  would  have  abandonee!  Wilkinson  to 
his  enemies,  and,  pursuing  that  pur-blind  policy, 
which  for  momentary  relief,  pkingcs  the  victim  in- 
w  the  gulf,  and  infallibly  defeats  its  own  selfish 
Ovu  joses,  would  have  said,  "your  services  have 

::ri  useful  to  us,  but  your  persecutions  are  op- 
pressive ;  you  have  incurred  numerous  enemies, 
and  we  have  no  popularity  to  spare  ;  we  must 
drop  you  or  the  people  will  drop  us,  and  you  know 
charity  begins  at  home ;"  or  if  thc}^  had  been  ca- 
pable of  descending  to  a  base,  perfidious  compro- 
mise, Vv  ilkinson's  disgrace  would  have  been  re- 
ceived with  transport,  by  the  advocates  of  Burr, 
as  a  peace-offering ;  and  the  odium  he  has  divided 
with  those  gentlemen,  would  have  been  attached 
to  himself  .alone. 

But  it  v»  ill  be  recorded  in  the  page  of  history, 
when  the  frail  hand  which  guides  this  pen  shall 
be  forgotten,  that  Jefferson  and  Dearborn,  prefer- 
ring that  dignified,  honorable,  equitable  course  of 
policy,  which  disdains  the  idea  of  venal  calcula- 
tion, yielded  to  principle,  to  justice  and  a  sense  of 
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(!ii(\-,"  (luit  patronai;*'  ^\  hirh  W'ilkin'-on  bad  so 
richly  carncil.  It  has  Uccu  arti'iilly  Insimititcd,  toi 
political  i>U[-j);)S'S,  thai  there  existed  some  >t  -.ret. 
muleistaiKrmi;-  hetweeii  J\lr.  .lelVetsoii  audi;'  lu'i.ij 
VVilkiiison,  in  relation  to  iiiiri's  eon'^|»iiac>  ,  iii:t 
tiie  suspicion  is  utterly  destitute  of  foundation ;  not 
a  |)ara;j,raph,  nor  a  syllahle,  not  a  ^^()l'd,  nor  even  ;t 
li^p,  was  e\('r  interchani;('d  hy  Mr.  .lelVerson.  with 
ocneral  Wilkinson,  coiH'crniii*;"  colonel  Burr.  Ulte- 
rior to  the  lilst  October,  180(j,  noi-  with  any 
nicniher  o\'  his  administration,  touching;  Burr's  con 
>pii-acy.  further  than  is  set  forth  in  these  memoirs. 

Copii  of  a   Ulicr  from    llir    Vrcshlcul  ttf  (lie    I'liifcr/ 
Sates  to   (anci'dl   ft'tlL'm.son. 

Wasuix(;tun,  Jimc2l.sf,  1807. 

Dkau  Siu, 

I  UKCEIVKI),  last  night,  yoiu.  ol 
the  KHh,  and  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  yuir 
safe  arrival  at  Richmond,  against  the  impudent 
sui-mises  and  hopes  of  t!ie  band  o(  conspirators, 
who,  because  they  are  as  yet,  permitted  to  \\  a.lk 
abi'oa'd,  and  even  to  be  in  the  eharacter  of  wi'n;  :-s- 
cs  until  such  a  measure  of  evidence  shall  be  col- 
lected as  \\  ill  place  tliem  securely  at  the  bai-  of 
justice,  attempt  to  cover  their  ciimes  under  noise 
and  insolence.  You  have  indeed  had  a  liery  trial 
at  New  Orleans  ;  but  it  was  soon  ap[)arent  th;it  the 
clamorous  were  only  the  criminal,  endeavoriri.;  lo 
turn  ti\e  public  attention  from  themselves  and  their 
leader  upon  any  other  object. 

Having  delivered  to  tlie  attorr.cy  general,  Jill  the 
papers  1  possessed,  respecting  Burr  and  iiis  a( com- 
plices, when  he  went  to  Ivichmond,  1  could  o.ily 
write  to  him  (without  knowing  whetlur  he  \Nas 
at  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  or  1  Delaware.)  fo:  your 
letter  of  October  21st, 'desired  by  the  eouii-     If 
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voxi  have  a  copy  of  it,  and  chuse  to  give  it  in,  it 
\v\\\,  I  think,  have  a  good  effect ;  for  it  was  my  in- 
tention, if  I  should  receive  it  honi  Mr,  Rodney, 
not  jO  communicate  it  without  your  consent,  after 
1  learnt  your  arri\'al.  Mr.  Rodney  will  '  ^rtainly 
eitiier  bring  or  send  it  within  the  course  of  a  day 
or  two,  and  it  will  be  instantly  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Hay  ;  for  the  same  reason,  I  cannot  send  the  letter 
cf  -I  P.  D.  as  you  propose,  to  Mr.  Hay.  I  do  not 
recollect  what  name  these  initials  indicate,  but 
the  paper,  whatever  it  is,  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Rodney.  Not  so  as  to  your  letter  to  Day- 
ton, for  as  that  could  be  of  no  use  in  the  prosecu- 
tion, and  was  reserved  to  be  forwarded  or  not,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  I  retained  it  in  my  own 
hands  and  now  return  it  to  you.  If  you  think 
Dayton's  son  should  be  summoned,  it  can  only  be 
done  from  Richmond.  We  have  no  subpoenas 
here.  Within  about  a  month,  we  shall  leave  this 
to  place  ourselves  in  healthier  stations.  Before  that, 
1  tru!;t  you  will  be  liberated  from  your  present  at- 
tendance. It  would  have  been  of  great  impor- 
tance to  have  had  you  here  with  the  secretary  at 
war,  because  I  am  very  anxious  to  begin^such 
works  as  will  render  Plaquemine  impregnate,  and 
an  insuparable  barrier  to  the  passage  of  any  force 
up  or  down  the  river.  But  the  secretary  at  war 
sets  out  on  Wednesday,  to  meet  with  some  other 
persons  at  New  York,  and  determine  on  the  works 
necessary  to  be  undertaken  to  put  that  place  "  hors 
d'insulte,"  and  thence  he  Avill  have  to  proceed 
northwardly.  I  believe  I  must  ask  you,  at  your 
leisure,  to  state  to  me  in  writing  what  you  think 
will  answer  our  views  at  Plaquemine,  within  the 
limits  of  expense  which  we  can  contemplate,  and 
of  wliich  you  can  form  a  pretty  good  idea. 

Your  enemies  have  filled  the  public  ear  with 
slanders,  and  your  mind  with  trouble  on  that  ac- 
r  on  a\ .     The  establishment  of  their  "uilt  will  let  the 


woild  sec  wluil  they  <)iiL;hl  to  think  of  ilicir 
clamours  ;  it  \\  ill  (^i^si^);ll(•  the  tloubls  of  those  who 
(loiibtcd  for  want  of  know  l('tl<i;c,  and  will  place  yoii 
(HI  hij^hci"  i;i"ouiiLi  in  the  public  estimate,  aiul  pub 
lie  C()iirKlenc<'.  No  one  i^  nioi'c  sensible  than 
niyseir  of  llu-  inju-licr  w  hic!i  !\;ts  been  aini'd  at 
\  on. 

Aeee[»t,    I    pi'a\     \oii,    ni\    >alut:i(ions    and    .1-' 
^urances  of  rc^[);'ct  and  ei^tcem. 

(Si-necl)  'V\\:  JIU' FKRSON. 

(uiic]-(i!  ll'ilkhison. 
'Vvwv  e(»j)\', 


N.   PINICNEY,  Cupialn. 
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C'ojif/  of  (I  IflUv  j)-oni  Ihc  Sivreiarii  ^if  ^^'''"'  ^^  ('>')''' 
I'dl  n^ilkhi.suii. 

Wasiuncton,  June  22d,  1807 

Dkap.  (".r;Ni;i;Ai,, 

Y(3l'll  letters  of  the  17th  have  be  n  du- 
ly received.  A  most  extraoedinaiy  combination 
of  ciicumstances  has  accompanied  the  trUiieroLis 
movements  of  ViV.vv  and  his  associates  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States  ;  and  you  have  been  the 
marl:  at  which  thegn-atest  force  of  their  en\eno;H- 
ed  shafts  have  been  directed;  but  what  ha-  been 
most  d'gradini>  to  the  character  of  our  country,  is 
the  open,  avowed  support  given  in  every  dir 'ction. 
by  almost  every  leading  cliaraelcr  among  onr  po 
litical  op()onents,  to  a  man  and  his  measure  >,  w  he 
tlu-y  Would  ha\c  hanged  at  any  i)eriod  within  t\\ 
last  iL-n  years,  e.\ce[)t  when  they  thought  h-  couId 
be  used  as  a  tool  for  their  own  purposes.  Those 
charaeters  have  now  furnished  the  most  un<  '|i.no- 
cai  e\idence  of  their  political  and  moral  dcpc'vity 
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'V'ney  would  damn  you  aod  every  other  j^ersori 
who  has  ill  ajiy  measure  contributed  to  the  sup- 
pression of  Buit's  treason  ;  and  it  appears  that  thev 
have  calculated  wit  i  confidence,  that  if  you  cou  d 
be  destroyed,  Burr  might  be  saved.  If'  such  con- 
duct had  been  confined  to  characters  of  low  and 
doubtful  standing  in  society,  we  should  have  less 
occasion  for  regret ;  but  when  we  look  about  and 
observe  who  are  engaged,  either  directly  or  indirect 
ly,  it  is  truly  mortifying. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem 

I  am,  Sir,  }our  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  DEARBORN. 

Gemral  JVilkinson . 

True  copy,  • 

N.  PINKNEY,  Caiiiam, 
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MUTATION  of  character,  in  public  life,  unhappily 
for  mankind,  is  but  too  common  ;  for  such  are  the  frail- 
ties of  human  nature,  that  the  same  man  ma\',  at  different 
periods,  be  found  virtuous  and  depraved,  exalted  and  de- 
based. An  intimate  acquaintance  with  an  individual,  cele- 
brated for  his  understanding,  and  distinguished  by  the 
public  trust,  is  an  object  of  laudalile  emulation.  But» 
should  such  individual  fall  from  the  heights  of  honor,  and 
incur  the  denunciations  of  his  country,  to  have  been  his 
friend,  or  even  his  acquaintance,  too  frequently  is  con- 
verted into  a  source  of  reproach.  This  is  the  effect  of  an 
inevitable  association  of  ideas,  which  extends  the  infimV 
as  well  as  the  glory  of  a  principal  figure,  to  the  remo'esL 
objects  with  which  it  is  connected. 

There  was  a  period  of  time,  when  the  correspondence 
and  friendship  of  colonel  Burr  could  not  be  considered 
dishonorable.  He  had  been  a  meritorious  officer  of  the 
revolution  ;  had  accompanied  tlie  great  .Montgomer  tD 
the  walls  of  Quebcck,  and  stood  bv  his  side  when  he  tell. 
To  genius  and  education,  and  knowledge  and  eloqu  ice, 
he  combined  the  most  engaging  manners.  The  h  glilv 
respectable  and  powerful  state  of  New  York,  had  con^^dea 
to  him  the  representation  of  a  moiet\-  of  her  sovereii;nty, 
in  the  Senate  of  the  Union  ;  and  the  American  peopl.  had 
voluntarily  elected  him  to  the  second  off^^"  of  the  go'-eni- 
ment,  thereby  giving  him  a  strong  testimorwal  of  tlicjr 
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oonlidence.  Under  such  circumstances,  an  intimacy  with 
colonel  Burr  could  not  affect  the  purity  of  any  person's 
reputation. 

A  sympathetic  remembrance  is  common  to  every  sol- 
dier of  the  revolution,  whose  breast  is  not  steeled  against 
die  finest  feelings  of  nature.  This  sentiment,  consecra- 
ted by  the  glorious  cause  in  which  they  fought,  derived 
force  from  the  recollection  of  the  sufferings  and  perils 
they  had  encountered  together  \  and  hence  the  friendship 
of  colonel  Burr  and  general  Wilkinson,  which  was  culti- 
vated by  the  generous  sensibilities  of  military  men,  and 
cemented  by  the  interchange  of  good  offices. 

The  rupture  of  a  connexion  thus  formed,  could  not  be 
effected  by  light  circumstances,  but  required  extraordinary- 
proofs  of  guilt  in  one  of  the  parties  ;  for  the  pain  excited 
by  the  suspicion  of  an  old  friend's  dishonor,  and  the  anx- 
iety felt  for  his  innocence,  will  always  strongly  resist  the 
belief  of  his  gviilt,  until  the  evidence  of  his  criminality  is 
made  manifest ;  and  in  this  generous  sentiment,  we  per- 
ceive one  of  the  safest  guards  of  social  harmony.  It  was 
by  degrees,  and  under  approaches  the  most  insidious  and 
equivocal,  that  the  plot  of  colonel  Burr  was  unveiled  to 
general  Wilkinson  ;,  and  the  jealousies  excited  at  St.  Louis 
in  September,  1805,  were  not  confirmed,  but  by  his  mys- 
terious letter,  Swartwout's  explanations,  and  the  intelli- 
genc':;  of  James  L.  Donaldson,  esquire,  received  at  Nat- 
chitoches, in  October  and  November,  1806.  The  disco- 
very of  colonel  Burr's  turpitude,  cost  Wilkinson  many 
keen  pangs  of  regret ;  but  he  neither  paused  over  his  duty, 
nor  faultered  for  the  line  of  his  conduct,  to  discomfit  the 
sinister  enterprize.  The  moment  he  was  satisfied  that 
eolbnel  Burr  was  engaged  in  an  unlawful  adventure,  the 
instant  he  felt  their  hearts  no  longer  vibrated  in  unison, 
he  cut  the  chord  of  their  friendship  and  discarded  him 
forever. 

By  no  association  of  ideas,  therefore,  ought  general 
^Vilkinson's  former  intimacy  with  colonel  Burr,  to  be 
tainted  with  the  odium  of  Burr's  conspiracy;  unless  it 
can  be  demonstrated,  by  written  proofs  or  by  creditable 
witnesses,  that  Wilkinson's  correspondence  with  Burr, 
while  the  latter  enjoyed  a  good  reputation,  had  reference 
to  those  transactions  which  produced  his  disgrace.  It  will 
appear  in  the  sequel,  that  general  Wilkinson  in  this  par- 
tit  ulir,  as  well  as  in  every  other,  stands  acquitted  of  all 
connivance  at  the  plot. 


The  mind  of  colonel  Ihirr  is  extremely  ardent,  and 
strongly  tinctured  with  unUjition.      At  oik-,  point  of  timi*, 
he  thought  he  saw  the  Presitientiid  oHicc  wiiliin  his  reach  j 
and  it  has  appeared,  that  he  grasped  at  it  with  an  cage  •_ 
nchs  U3  censurable,  as  tht-  principle  upon  which  he  clain^id 
it  was  unrii^hteous,      l''ortunately   lor  the  nation,  ilir    v,. 
tempt  proveil  abortive:   the  colonel   was  c>.>ndemned    1,/ 
the  public  voice,  and  the  virulence   of  party  spirit,       -  ). 
tuall)  made  liim  u  political  outlaw.     If  general  VVi\kinsi,u 
liad  understood  the  extent  of  colonel  Burr's  ambitious  >  i- 
iriguts,   he   would   have  been  blameable  for  maintsivii' ^r 
that  friendly  footing,  which,  in  the  first  instance,  was  jus- 
tified by  the  original  causes  of  their  intimacy.      But  col  >. 
nel   Burr  solemnly  averred,  that  the  various   imputations 
levelled  at  his  consistency,  were  misrepresentations    '  U- 
brications.      Wilkinson  put  coniidence  in  the  assura         A 
bis  friend,  and  alwa\  s  belie\  ed  him  an  American  in     :, 
tiple,  a  patriot  iu  soul,  and  an  injured  man,  until  hi:   ov  u 
acts  betrayed  his  guilty  designs.      Permit  us,  in  this  pla. 
to  tax  the  pui)lic  attention  with  the  following  strong  cii- 
cutnstances.      The  facts  which  verify  colonel  Burr'.^  :rai- 
terous  intentions,  were  scattered  over  a  wide  extt  nt  o( 
countr)-  ;  they  could  only  be  collected  as  they  sprung  up, 
from  the  general  inquiries  which  his  moyements  f     r]    - 
ced  ;  and  it  was  not  until  after  his  arrest,  that  the  fua    -.  • 
dencc  of  his  guilt  was  developed. 

It  is  upon  every  man's  recollection,  that  in  C'  -• 
Burr's  contest  for  the  government  of  the  common\  ''  i 
of  New  York,  so  late  as  the  year  1804,  he  was  SU;  ,  .:- 
cd  by  the  suffrages  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  fre^*- 
men  ;  but  failing  in  this  attempt,  although  he  descended 
from  the  Vice  Presidential  chair  with  dignity  and  eclat, 
he  became,  in  some  degree,  as  a  statesman,  a  stranger  in 
his  native  land»  One  partv  had  disowned  him,  and  the 
duel,  which  terminated  fatally  for  general  Alexander  Ha- 
milton, had  rendered  him  odious  to  the  other.  A  senti- 
ment favorable  to  colonel  Burr  still,  however,  prevailed. 
He  had  many  zealous  friends,  many  ardent  admirers,  and 
his  humiliation  had  abated  the  animosities  of  his  adversa- 
ries. His  abilities  were  acknowledged;  and;  on  the  im- 
peachment of  judge  Chase,  his  preeminence  had  hrtn 
confessed.  Hi?  loss  to  tu'-  councils  of  his  country  wis  i  e- 
grelled,  and  his  recal  became  a  subject  of  serious  ron  i- 
deration  to  numbers  ;  and  amonc:  «^hem,  no  one  tc^ok  a, 
stronger  interest  than  general  Wilkinsoni 
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During  the  winter  and  spring,  1805,  it  was  frequently 
mentioned,  as  a  desirable  thing,  that  colonel  Burr's  talents 
shouic  be  secured  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
colonel  was  dear  to  Wilkinson,  who  does  nothing  by 
h;iives  ;  he  was  of  course  strongly  inclined  to  a  measure, 
so  favorable  to  the  recovery  of  the  public  confidence,  which 
irJght  restore  colonel  Burr's  utility  to  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  render  the  remainder  of  his  life  honorable  to  his  name 
aad  to  his  country.  In  a  conversation  with  the  honorable 
Mr.  fowler,  then  of  Congress,  on  this  subjea,  he  informed 
the  general,  that  the  honorable  Mr.  Lyon,  then  and  now  of 
Congress,  had  suggested  the  idea  of  colonel  Burr's  going  to 
tie  state  of  Tennessee,  where  his  election  to  Congress 
rrjght,  probablv,  be  effected,  as  residence  there  was  not  a 
requisite  qualification.  General  Wilkinson  communica- 
Ud  the  suggestion  to  colonel  Burr,  who  listened  to  it  with 
satisfaction  ;  embraced  the  proposition  ^vith  apparent  ala- 
crity, and  requested  the  general  to  procure  him  an  inter- 
view with  Mv.  Fowler,  which  was  done;  and  after  some 
conversation  between  them,  it  was  agreed  that  colonel 
Burr  should  converse  with  colonel  Lyon  on  the  subject. 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Fowler,  [Appendix,  No.  1.]  bearing  date 
the  10th  January,  1810,  substantiates  the  fact,  and  ex- 
plains and  corroborates  the  correspondence,  which  after- 
ware's  took  place  on  the  same  subject,  between  governor 
i-Lurison,  colonel  Burr  and  general  Wilkinson.  A  letter 
.•■  .o  irom  colonel  Lyon  to  general  Wilkinson,  [Appendix, 
iV^.  ;,.]  under  date  November  19th,  1805,  alludes  to  the 
same  circumstance  in  the  following  expression,  "  Burr  lost 
*'  the  prospect  in  Tennessee,  by  not  pursuing  the  road  f 
*^  pointed  out  for  hi/n.^^ 

In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  Burr's  election  to  Con- 
gress in  Tennessee,  and  his  despair  of  being  returned  for 
the  territory  of  Orleans,  general  Wilkinson  proposed  to 
him  apian  for  his  election  from  the  Indiana  territory,  into 
which  the  colonel  affected  to  enter,  with  great  ardor ;  and 
Wilkinson  accordingly  wrote  governor  Harrison,  on  the 
13th  September,  1805,  by  colonel  Burr,  the  very  morning 
of  his  departure  from  St.  Louis,  intreating  him  to  use  his 
b- t  exertions  to  "  return  the  colonel  to  Congress."  The 
tenor  of  that  letter,  [Appendix,  No.  3.]  will  deinonstrate, 
tHat  general  W^ilkinson  justly  estimated  the  temper  and 
disposition  of  colonel  Burr  ;  who,  driven  to  desperation, 
and  wandering  through  the  country  as  a  political  outcast, 
might  attempt  any  plan  to  recover  his  lost  consequence. 


however  emljarrassing  to  the  government,  or  jnjurinu;  i 
the  Union.     Under  these  impressions  the  g.-nerai,  wri    n, 
to  governor  Harrison,  says  "  I  will  clcmanil  from   \  nr 
irieiulslnp   a  hoon,   in    its   effects   eo-ixlensivc   witii   i'.. 
Union;  a  hoon,  perhaps,  on  which  that  Union  may  nvid: 
depend;   a  boon,   which  may  serve  )ou,   may   serve    u  ^• 
and  can  disserve  neither  ;  a  hoon,  which,  Irom  my  ki.(.  ^ 
ledge  of  men,  motives  and  principles,  will  he  acceptaL'c  i 
those  whose  policies  we  are    hound  to  siip|)ort."      1  he 
r(  ader  will  here  naturally  recur  to  the  odicial  situations  of 
governor   Harrison   and  general   Wilkinson,  at  the   tii  if 
this  letter  was  written,   and  inquire    "whose    poiicie, 
they  were  "  hound  to  support  ?"   At  the  period  in  ([utsi  (i .1, 
Harrison  was  governor  of  the  territorv  of  Indiana,  i;   ' 
\\'ilkinson  governor  of  Louisiana  ;  they  both  derived  th(  i; 
powers  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  :  an  i, 
of  course,  they  were  hoinul  to  nufiport  the  measures  of  ti., 
then  existing  administration.     It  was  because   \Vilkiii;(.i 
was   so  bound  to  support,  and  l)ecause  he  was  desiroi.a  ^n 
serve  liurr,  to  avert  possible  mis>„hiefs,  and  turn  his  .i'ui  1- 
tics  into  an  useful  channel,  that  he  wrote  to,  and  implored 
governor  Harrison,  to  procure  colonel  Burr  a  seat  in  Cf.it- 
grcss,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Parke. 

The  import  of  this  letter  and  the  circumstances  m,  :    • 
which  it  was  written,  would  suffice,  were  other  p'o   t> 
wanting  to  overthrow  all  the  evidence  which  has  I  >  .  !i 
brought,  to   convict  general  Wilkinson   of  a  conn-w  )i-i 
with  Burr  in  his    conspiracy  ;    it  was   written  the     .  ;  s 
morning  Burr  left  Wilkinson,  and  of  course  subscqi     r' 
to   every  other  topic  of  conference:   now  ifanysi-^  . 
plot  hati  been  previously  concerted  l)ctween  them,  it  i-. 
impossible   Wilkinson   sliould  have  exerted  all  his  inllu- 
ence  with  governor  Harrison,  to  procure  for  the  c<ilonci 
an  appointment,  which  must  necessarily  have  divert..;  Ili*- 
attention,  from  the  active  scenes  of  unbridled  ambiti  ..,  m> 
the    solemn  functions  of  national  legislation.     Governor 
Harrison,   however,    did   not    consider    the  propo'-iiion 
practical^le,  and  consequenth'  no  attempt  was  made  t  .  >  ;  ' 
ry  it  into   eiTect :  colonel  Burr  himself,  while  at  V 
nes,  in  the  society  of  governor  Harrison,  wrote  Wilki.-  '' 
on  the  26th  September,   180.5,  and  alluding  to  the  subj-t 
[Appcnciixy  i\o.  4.]  savs,  "  there  is  pioljabl)  ,  some  scri^- 
embarrassment,  of  which  you  and  I  are  ignorant."     'J'  e 
was  the  first  leUer  ever  written  by  colonel  Burr  to  \\'  \- 
kinson  of  so  mvstcrious  a  cast,   and  in  which  he  d'-;  t' 
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from  ingenuity,  and  sports  with  candor.  His  affected 
ignorance  of  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Harrison,  his  pretended 
silence  to  the  governor  on  the  subject  of  that  letter,  and 
his  contemptuous  remarks  respecting  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, a  gentleman  of  New  York,  whom  he  had  recommend- 
ed to  Wilkinson,  were  all  acts  of  disingenuity. 

Pending  the  year   1805,   general   Wilkinson  received 
various  letters  from  colonel  Burr,  which  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix,  (Nos.  5, 6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10)  and  it  will  be  per» 
ceived  are  of  little   importance.     By  that  of  the    26th 
Mai-ch,  1805,  it  appears  that  colonel  Burr  retained,  in 
some  measure,  the  good  will  of  the  executive  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  the  doctor  Brown  mentioned  in  that  letter 
was  his  particular  friend  and  relative,  and  had  been  ap- 
pointed secretary  to  the  territory  of  Louisiana,  on  his  re- 
commendation.    The  letter  of  the  30th  April,  1805,  con- 
tains the  expression,  "  I  have  some  thing  to  say  which 
cannot  be  written,"  and  this  may  be  construed,  by  pre- 
judiced persons,  into  an  allusion  to  something  previously 
understood:  but,  if  it  means  any  thing,  it  refers  to  some- 
thing to  he  communicated  ;  to  something  which  Wilkinson 
did  not  understand,  and  that  Burr  was  anxious  to  make 
kncvvii  to  him.     It  was  peculiar  to  colonel  Burr  to  deal  in 
mysterious  hints,  and  to  give  an  air  of  solemnity  to  the 
most  common  topics  ;  this  is  exemplified  in  his  letter  of  the 
SOth  of  April,  which  relates  merely  to  his  departure  from 
Pittsburgh,  but  would,  from  the  mode  of  expression,  in- 
duce the  superficial  reader  to  believe,  he  was   about  to 
emb-^ak  on  some  momentous  enterprize ;  for  instead  of 
simply  saying,  "  I  shall  embark  at  nine  this  morning,"  he 
be  gill  i  thus  ;  "  Finding  every  thing  ready  and  the  auspices 
favorable,"  &c.   The  introduction  of  the  word"  aunpices^"* 
so  dignified  in  Roman  history,  attaches  the  idea  of  some 
grand  military  movement,  to  the   mere  circumstance  of 
his  embarking  at  Pittsburg,  on  board  a  flat-bottojned  boat 
with  his  servants  and  horses.     Indeed  in  a  letter  as  earU 
as  the  22d  July,  1800,  of  the  most  familiar  innocent  na- 
ture, when  he  disclaims  "politics,"  colonel  Burr  employs 
language  which  a  suspicious  mind  would  charge  with  mys- 
tery, 

Long  before  the  year  1805,  colonel  Burr  had  resorted 
to  the  use  of  a  cypher,  under  circumstances  which  leave 
no  room  to  imagine  that  he  then  entertained  an  idea  of 
hifj  subsequent  projects.  On  referring  to  a  letter  from 
iiim  to  general  Wilkinson,  dated  Ballstovvn,  10th  Oaober, 
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1800,  [Appetulix,  No.  10  i4.]\vhen  Burr  was  a  cand.dat.  i 
t!ic  Vitc-Prcsidtncy,  we  shall  find  his  appluation  to  W \\ 
kinson  lor  a  cypher  to  he  used  in  corresi)oiulen(  c  :  Ff 
therefore  an\-  conclusion  can  l)e  ilrawn  IVom  ^  ir« ma- 
stances  ol' this  kind,  candor  will  allow  that  facts  (lecl:irc 
as  loudly  for  general  Wilkinson  as  against  him;  hcrnuse 
no  man  can  sujjpose,  on  rational  grounds,  that  whrn  lU;rr 
re(iuested  a  cypher  in  1800,  it  was  to  conceal  the  <  < mii  .- 
nication  of  a  project,  directed  to  the  suhversion  of  the  \e- 
r\-  ^Mjvernnit  nl,  to  the  second  place  in  which  he,  at  that 
time,  aspired.  The  use  of  the  c\  pher,  then,  furn;  !u-!i  '  i 
piesumpiion  of  guilt,  because  it  was  enipkn  ed  at  a  pcrio  I 
when  no  guilt  could  be  jiresumed  ;  and  Wilkinson  u- 
.sorted  to  it,  merely  as  a  safe-guard  against  impel  linenf. 
curiosity,  to  protect  opinions  which  he  had  no  righ'  t'j  ex- 
pose, on  occasions  the  most  innocent  ;  and  when  '  I 
Ikirr  himself  deemed  it  altogether  unnecessary,  i  v  ,! 
appear  from  a  letter  of  the  colonel's  dated  April  5th,  1  S05, 
[Apprndix,  No.  11.]  wherein  he  says  (speaking  of  the  dlf. 
ficulty  of  decyphcringaletter  *  from  WilkinsonJ  "  why  put 
such  a  tax  on  the  pleasure  of  your  correspondence  f  J^ 
cypher  is  generally  considered  a  type  of  mystery,  even 
more  so  than  the  most  obscure  or  mysterious  hints,  in  or- 
dinary script;  yet  here  we  find  it  veiled  no  treas  'i  nor 
treasonable  communication,  and  as  far  as  it  can  be  enlist- 
ed as  an  argument,  it  exculpates  Wilkinson  from  the 
charge  of  any  sinister  collusion  with  Burr,  as  will  b  more 
fully  shewn  hereafter. 

A  digest  of  the  yarious  modes  of  attack  which  ha\  j  been 
made  upon  general  Wilkinson,  would  occupy  a  vciume  ; 
for,  while  some  contend  that  he  was  corrupted  by  Burr, 
others  insist  that  it  was  Wilkinson  who  seduced  thi-  colo- 
nel from  the  path  of  loyalty  ;  and  the  scene  of  corri;ption 
is  laid  at  Washington,  at  Massac,  or  St.  Louis,  as  may 
best  suit  the  reasoning  of  his  accusers  ;  and  therr-  are 
those  who  boldly  assert,  that  Burr  visited  New  Orleans 
under  the  instructions  of  Wilkinson,  for  the  purpose  ot 
maturing  the  plot.  The  following  extract  of  a  lette  '  >!n 
Burr  to  Wilkinson,  bearing  date  "Louisville,  Ma)  19th, 
1805,"  [Appendix^  No.  8.]  must  silence  all  jealousies  of  a 
vicious  combination,  anterior  to  that  period  ;  and  \  .c  re  it 
necessary,  would  give  force  to  the  fact  of  Burr's  profess- 

•  Wilkinson  has  no  copy  of  tliis  letter,  but  it  is  believed  cont-alnod  ^n 
admonition  to  Burr  to  return  to  the  state  of  New  York,  to  meet  th'-  1 1  <■ 
and  resume  his  stand  ;  not  very  symptomatic  of  treason. 

vol.  n.  2 
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ed  vicNVs  in  Tennessee,  for  the  obtainment  of  a  seat  in 
Congtv  3S,  otherwise,  it  cannot  be  presumed  he  would 
have  cabarked  at  Pittsburg  before  the  day  of  rendez- 
vous,  tae  first  of  May,)  and  proceeded  for  New  Orleans 
%vithoiu  his  credentials.  In  this  letter  he  says,  ''_  It  is 
with  e:vtreme  regret  1  leave  the  falls  (of  Ohio,)  without 
seeing  vou,  but  boats  from  Pittsburg  the  5th  IVlay,  had 
not  heard  of  your  arrival,  of  course  you  could  not  then 
have  been  there  ;  besides,  report  says  you  are  to  pass  days 
at,  Cin.  [Cincinnati.]  The  letters  'which  I  expected  from 
vjU  may  noxu  be  adaressed  to  Orleans,  I  hope  to  sec  ijou  at 
5;,  Loins  in  the  autuirau^'' 

It  results  irresistibly  from  this  letter,  that  no  plan  ex- 
isted at  the  time,  which  bore  relation  to  New  Orleans, 
and  thai  even  Burr's  visit  to  St.  Louis  was  a  matter  unde- 
termined. Colonel  Burr  landed  at  Louisville,  and  tra- 
versed the  country  to  Nashville,  soliciting,  in  his  route, 
th^  intiuence  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Brown  and  other  gen- 
tlemen of  Kentucky,  to  favor  his  meditated  elections. 

It  has  been  seen  from  general  Wilkinson's  letter  to  go- 
s-emor  Harrison,  in  September  1805,  that  Burr's  election 
to  Congress  was,  at  that  time,  an  object  of  Wilkinson's 
solicitude,  and  it  is  acknowledged  that  he  had  previous- 
ly exerted  himself  to  accomplish  the  same  end  in  Ten- 
nessee. W^ilkinson's  destination  in  descending  the  Ohio, 
was  for  St.  Louis,  and  Burr's  long  visit  to  Nashville 
threw  him  in  the  general's  rear,  which  produced  an  unex- 
pected interview  at  Massac.  Burr  appeared  to  despond 
of  success  in  the  desired  election  for  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see, which  induced  Wilkinson  to  propose  his  return  for 
the  territor)  of  Orleans.  He  affected  to  embrace  the  pro- 
positon  with  avidity,  and  Wilkinson  proceeded  to  make 
the  best  arrangements  in  his  power  to  secure  a  favotirable 
issue.  It  was  to  this  point  he  alludes'  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
D.  Clark  of  the  9th  Jvxne,  1805,  [Appendix,  Ko.  13.]  whea 
he  employs  the  expression,  "  things  improper  to  letter." 
Those  things  related  to  the  means  to  be  employed  for  ef- 
fecting col.  Burr's  return  to  Congr^.^s,  and  the  fact  is  cor- 
roborated by  die  statement  of  governor  Claiborne  j*  this 

*  We  are  authorised  to  make  thefollo'-xing  statement  : 
1st.  That  governor  Claiborne  in  the  year  1805,  was  requested  by  se- 
veral of  his  friends  in  the  state  cf  Tennessee,  to  use  his   influence  to  fa- 
\or  the  t  lection  of  colonel  Burr  from  that  state  to  Congress. 

2d.  Tnat  governor  Claibcme  was,  the  same  season,  (1605)  informed, 
that  colonel  Eurr  assisted  b}  genera;  'Wiikirison,  had  formed  a  plan  for 
hW  removal,  from  the  govenynent  of  the  territorv  of  Orleans. 
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litter,  which  Mr.  Clark  and  his  as';o(  iatcs  have  so  ini  < 

niously  tortuncl  to  wound    Wilkinson,   i.i  other  rtspec  ■/ 

solicits  civilities  and  services  to  colonel  Ikirr  ;  and  aiu-.il' 

of  opening  "a  commercial  mine,  were  Mr.  Clark  ;it  Si 

Louis."     It  requires  an  ovenveening  faith,  in  coitradi- 

tions,  to  helieve  that  Wilkinson   could  he    engaged   in  x 

treasonable,  warlike  plot,  and,  at  the  same  time,  be  soliti- 

tous  lor  entering  upon  extensive  commercial  operations  ; 

and  It  IS  scarcely  credible   that  he   should  send  col.  Burr 

all  the  way   from   Massac  to  New   Orleans,  to  discourse 

with  Mr.  Clark  upon  a  plan  to  violate  the  laws,  the  pcu  ' 

or  the   integiity  of  the   Union,  under  which  he   hdd  a 

territorial    government    and    was    military   commander. 

Charges  built  upon  equivocal    expressions,   are   noltiiig 

more  than  suspicions,  magnified  by  cunning  and  p.-o^oga- 

ted  by  credulity.     The  letter  from   Wilkinson  to  Clark 

must  be  taken  entire  ;   a  court  of  justice  would  not    idnri*. 

it   on  any   other  terms.      Uejecting  garlilcd   quotation,^ 

and  viewing  it  altogether,  it  is  reduced   to  a  solitiu  \    tv- 

pherin  the  scale  of  proofs,  against  Wilkinson's  fidt  lity  :o 

his  country. 

But  ht)w  will  this  letter  bear  against  Mr.  Clark  ?  TakL-q 
in  the  most  natural  construction,  and  examined  in  the 
light  which  he  has  himself  thrown  upon  it,  the  folfowing 
deductions  are  warranted  ;  that  Burr  on  reaching  Ne\  Or- 
leans, was  immediately  advised,  by  his  friends  there,  of 
the  existence  of  the  Mexican  association,  which  had  been 
pi  eviouly  organized  and  matured  ;  nothing  could  be  more 
auspicious  to  his  schemes  than  this  combination.  He 
found  his  views  anticipated  and  his  work  half  done  ;  and 
being  determined  to  extend  his  own  influence  and  acquire 
the  conhdence  of  the  associates,  he  resolved  to  pervert  the 
sense  ot  Wilkinson's  letter,  and  employ  it  to  the  further- 
anceofhls  own  treasonable  views:  He  unfolds  his  de- 
signs to  Clark,  informs  him  iliat  the  commander  in  chief 
and  the  army  were  concerned  with  him,  and  to  veiiTy  the 
iniormation,  he  misinterprets  the  niv  sterious  passage  in 
Wilkinson's  letter :  How  else  could  Mr.  Clark  di>c<jv(ir 
in  this  letter,  "  positive  proof  of  the  general's  participation 
in  Burr's  plans  ?"  these  are  his  own  wordi,  in  page  lU)of 
his  "  Proofs  ;"  for  it  was  colcmel  Burr  only,  who  could 

3d.  That  in  the  same  season,  1805,  gnvernor  Claiborne  was  intomied 
by  the  cltrk  of  the  House  of  Rcpreser.taiiveb,  for  tli  territor/  of  Or.ians, 
that  the  motive  of  colonel  Burr's,  visit,  was  ^o  gC  Imr.sclf  elected  I  ;^'jii- 
gress  for  the  ierritor>  ,  and  that  if  he  had  attendeU  tlie  meeting  oi  tac  ic- 
gislature  he  would  have  been  chosen. 
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in  this  manner  explain  Wilkinson's  letter  to  him  :  Or, 
what  else  could  induce  Mr.  Clark  to  write  the  very  ex- 
traordinary letter  to  general  Wilkinson  ofthe  7th  Sep- 
tember, not  long  after  colonel  Burr  left  New  Orleans. 
[Set  appendix,  No.  14.]  It  is  very  remarkable  and  will  ne- 
ccssarily  have  great  weight  with  the  public,  in  the  exami- 
nation of  the  question  of  ]Mr.  Clark's  guilt,  how,  at  that 
earhj  period  of  Burr''s  7?iove7nents,  he  should  become  so 
minutely  acquainted  with  the   extensive  ramifications  of 
the  plot,  as  the   contents  of  that  letter  prove  him  to  be. 
He   details  thtm  with  a  precision  which  can  leave  no 
doubt,  that  he  had  derived  his   information  from  Burr 
himself..    With  characteristic  subtilty,  however,  he  ad- 
dresses this  crafty  letter  to  Wilkinson  ;  but  artful  as  it  is 
it  has  entangled  him  in  difficulties,  from  which  he   strug- 
gles in  vain  to  extricate  himself.    On  this  occasion,  as 
oa  many  others,  Mr.  Clark  has  invoked  the  name  of  Mr. 
Thcrnas  Power,  to  bear  him  out ;  and  fearless  of  contra- 
uiction,  makes  this  geiuLivMn  the  author  of  the  informa- 
tion which  he  received  from  Burr,  and  conveyed  to  Wil- 
kinson in  his  letter  of  the  7th  September.     How  conve- 
nient it  is  to  a  man  of  Mr.  Clark's  turbulent  spirit  to 
have  a  ptrnon  at  hand  ahvays  ready  to  a^rm  or  deny  at  his 
nod ;  but  look  at  the  project  as  it  is  depicted  by  Mr.  Clark, 
and  say  whether  it  be  probable,   nay,  possible,  that  the 
Spanish  officers  should  have  developed,  with  such  political 
and  geographical  nicety,  the  particulars  of  so  diversified, 
and  complicated  a  plot,  whilst  it  was  yet  in  embryo  ?  Yet, 
knowing  the  falsity  of  the  report,  as  Mr.  Clark  asserts  he 
did,  in  relation  to  himself,  \See  "  Proofs,  "  page  95.']  being 
deeply  engaged  at  the  time,  in  mercantile  adventures,  to 
Vera  CruE,  undt-r  the  patronage  ofthe  Marquis  de  Cassa 
Caho,  [See  his  letter  to  D.  W.  Coxe,  Appendix,  No.  15.] 
^hy  should  he,  in  the  moment  of  his  embaikation,  deem 
it  expedient  to  write  to  Wilkinson,  at  a  thousand  miles 
distance,   on  a  subject  in  which  he  took  no  interest  ?  A 
man  of  Mr.  Clark's  character  never  acts  without  a  mo- 
tive ;  under  a  heavy  mercantile  adventure,  he  had  mas- 
ked his  plan  of  espionage  at  Mexico ;   and  the  letter  he 
writes  to  Wilkinson,  was   intended  to   answer  the  triple 
purpose,  to  apprize  Wilkinson  that  he  was  advised  of 
Burr's  plan,  to  hint  to  him  the  part  he  was  playing,  and  at 
!:he  same  time,  to  draw  from  him  an  acknowledgment  of 
Mis  co-operation. 
When  offering  his  "  Proofs"  to  the  world  against  gene- 
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ral  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Clark  found  several  ohstarlc%  in  hi** 
way.  He  leaped  ovtT  llic  testimony  of"  capiam  Mui  raj  , 
l)ecausc  he  could  not  hreak  it  down  ;  flounders  f)vcr  that 
of  Mr.  Graham,  without  allettint;  its  sitahilit)',  and  ij 
brought  up  l)y  his  own  letter  of"  Scptcml)er  7th,  whic!.  he 
tndeavors  to  explain  awa\-,  l)ut  in  a  manner  so  lame  and 
feeble,  as  to  justify  the  preceding  interpretations,  and  lea\  *. 
no  doubt  of  hi.-,  association  with  IJurr.  "The  truth  is,"' 
says  Mr.  Clark,  in  his  explanation,  "  that  the  repent^, 
though  I  could  not  credit  them  fulh',  had  made  some  im- 
pression on  nic.  I  could  not,  without  offending  the  ■  t;i- 
tlt}nen  whose  names  had  been  mentioned,  demand  a  xri . 
ous  explanation,  and  /  t/um  adopted  the  light,  ftimiliar  yx'ri- 
7ur  of  treating  the  sntfjcet^  that  xvill  he  remarked ir  I'lc 
letter:'  [See)iis  '' Prcofs^'  page  96.]  Mr.  Clurk  ;a\£, 
"  He  knew  the  report  to  be  false,  as  it  related  to  hims(  'f ;" 
and  yet  he  could  not  mention  tin-  aflair  to  the  genilei  len, 
whose  names  had  been  given  to  him,  without  ofrenMing 
them.  What  an  insult  is  this  to  common  sense  !  C  >uld 
the  investigation  ota  report  in  circulation,  be  offensive  to 
those  whom  it  most  interested?  or,  would  Mr.  CI, Vg 
vindication  of  his  innocence  have  offended  them?  Oi  the 
contrary,  Mr.  Clark's  exculpation  from  the  charge,  wuuld. 
have  proved  satisfactory  to  his  ancient  fellow  subj  is, 
and  the  explanation  which  he  affects  to  shun,  from  mot  jves 
of  delicacv,  was  imposed  as  a  duty  u])on  the  office  -,  of 
Spain,  and  doubtless  would  have  been  gladly  met  by  them. 
Tlie  letter  is  also  conclusive  evidence,  by  the  deliberate 
admission  of  the  party,  that  he  had  a  design,  growing,  -at 
of  the  impression  made  on  him  by  Burr's  [iroject,  in  ^v  ril- 
ing to  general  Wilkinson. 

On  the  8th  March,  1806,  general  Wilkinson  answered 
this  letter  of  Mr.  Clark's.  I'he  lajise  of  time  proves,  thai 
the  wonderful  riunours  communicated  by  him  to  the  ge- 
neral, had  made  little  impressi(jn  on  his  mind,  and  in  tn:Dt 
ing  them  as  a  "  Tale  of  a  Tub,"  [See  appendix,  No.  3  G.J 
he  manifestly  slighted  Mr.  Clark's  discernment,  iiul 
evinced  his  ignorance  of  the  illicit  designs  of  Burr. 

When  general  Wilkinson  was  examined  befor<  tJie 
court  at  Richmond,  on  the  trial  of  Burr,  he  stated,  that 
*'  he  had  received  several  letters  from  colonel  Burr,  o,*"  a 
verv  am'.nguous  cast,  iiutthey  contained  nothing  trea  ena- 
ble ;"  that  he  (general  W.)  wrote  to  a  minister,  (the  hon- 
orable Robert  Smith)  and  said  in  his  letter,  "  Bu  r  is 
about  something,  but  whether  internal  or  external  I  can- 
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no:  discover.  /  think  you  should  keep  an  eye  to  him.''' 
{Sec  pagt  210  of  the  Frtsident\s  mfssage  to  Congress^  rela- 
tive to  Burr\'-  conspiracy.']  On  being  questioned,  general 
W  ilkinson  could  not  recollect  the  precise  time  when  he 
this  wrote  to  Mr.  Smith  :  But  the  period  has  been  since 
ascertained  by  the  deposition  of  captain  Hughes  [Appen- 
dix, No.  17.]  It  was  in  September,  1805;  a  notirication, 
quite  early  enough  to  exculpate  Wilkinson  from  any 
charge  of  paticipation,  and  sufficient  to  obviate  all  unfa- 
vorable suggestions,  which  may  be  tortured  froia  another 
'eiterof  Burr  to  Wilkinson  of  the  12th  December,  1805, 
[.■Vdpendixy  No.  18.]  which  contains  several  mysterious 
aiiusions,  but  so  indistinctly  expressed,  as  to  furnish  no 
clue  to  the  real  objects  of  the  writer.  Speaking  of  "a  cer- 
tain speculation,"  Burr  says,  "  it  is  not  deemed  material 
to  write  till  the  -whole  can  becovununicatcd.'^  What  is  the 
candid  interpretation  of  this  language  ?  Why,  if  it  was 
not  material  to  write  on  the  subject  till  the  "  whok''''  could 
be  communicated  it  follows  that  down  to  the  period,  of 
til  date  of  the  letter  (12th  December,  1805,J  nothing  of 
a  [j  irticular  nature  had  been  communicated  When  a 
man  tells  you  he  will  not  write  on  a  subject,  till  he  can  com- 
jniuiicaie  the  whole,  he  means  that  he  will  not  trouble  you 
wuh  detached  parts,  until  he  can  tell  you  the  whole  story. 
This  was  the  case  with  Burr,  who  neither  informed  Wil- 
kinson of  the  whole  nor  of  any  part  of  his  plans,  further 
tii.nmere  verbal  "speculations,"  such  as  any  individual 
ipip-ht  indulge  in,  and  from  which  Wilkinson  could  glean  j 
noining  sufficiently  definitive,  to  authorise  any  counterac-  \ 
tion  or  explicit  information.  Another  expression  in  the 
'^orne  letter,  (of  December  12th,)  supports  these  observa- 
tions. Burr  says,  "it  is  believed  that  Wilkinson  will 
give  audience  to  a  delegation,  composed  of  Dayton  and 
Adair,  in  February."  If  general  Wilkinson  had  been  iii 
the  plot,  is  it  probable  this  kind  of  phraseology  would  have 
been  used?  And  what  necessity  for  a  "delegation"  to  an 
associated  conspirator?  Why  say  "it  is  believed P\ls 
such  the  language  Avhich  peers  in  guilt  hold,  the  one  to  the 
other?  The  very  words  employed,  imply  doubts  of  Wil- 
kinson's disposition.  This  is  not  the  language  of  confi- 
dence. Had  Burr  been  certain  that  Wilkinson  was  co- 
operating with  hiin,  he  would  have  said,  in  his  usual  la- 
conic way,  "  Adair  and  Dayton  will  wait  on  Wilkinson, 
in  February  ;"  instead  of  which,  he  says  "  it  it  believed, 
Sec."  or,  if  Wilkinson  had  actually  been  leagued  with 
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him,  vvhv  should  he  have  thought  of  a  di  U-gaiion  at  all :" 
It  would  apptar  frivolous  U)  dwell  on  liicsc  points  so 
long,  were  it  not  that  the  ciiemlc  of  gcneiul  Wilkinson 
will  spare  no  pains  to  pervert  thcni;  and  it  was  to  the 
probability  of  such  perversion,  that  Wilkinson  alludcil  in 
nis  testimony,  at  Richmond,  when  lie  said  that  liurr's  Ut- 
ters  "were  calculated  to  inculpate  him,  shoidd  diey  bt 
exposed."  [M/o-r- 311,  Prt's/V/f/u'v  tnessage.]  I'hey  are  ne- 
vertheless, now  Icarlessly  exposed.  It  will  be  seen  that 
they  are,  as  Wilkinson  told  the  court  ;'.nd  the  jury,  ambi- 
guous, misteriously  hinting  at  what  they  never  openly 
proclaim  ;  aiming  at  Wilkinson  hue  ncvrr  explaining  anii 
thing  to  him;  and,  in  general,  the  contents  are  such  as 
prejudice  and  mental  obliquity  may  construe  as  they 
pleasc,  but  can  never  draw  from  thciu  any  other  conclu- 
sion than  a  vague  suspicion,  unsup[)orted  by  any  circum- 
stance or  fact  whatsoever. 

There  never  was,  perhaps,  a  scheme  more  deeply  plan- 
ned, or  more  artl'uUv  contrived  to  shake  the  allegiance  of 
an  officer  to  his  government,  than  that  put  in  practice  to 
wean  general  Wilkinson  from  his  fidelity  to  the  United 
States.  It  commenced  at  a  remote  point,  and  in  a  form 
not  open  to  general  or  even  particular  susjiicion.  A  pub- 
lic print  was  established  in  Kentucky,  by  the  notorious  and 
implacable  enemies  of  general  Wilkinson,  under  ilie  title 
of  the  Western  World  ;  and  John  Wood,  a  man  of  educa-  ( 
tion  and  abilities  as  a  writer  for  the  press,  v/as  employed 
as  the  editor :  Mr.  Wood,  who  had  ministered  to  colonel 
Burr's  vanity  and  ambition  in  New  York,  imder  the  guid- 
ance of  his  employers,  tilled  this  gazette  with  all  sons 
of  calumnies  against  Wilkinson:  calumnies  wdiich  were 
calculated  to  shake  the  confidence  of  government  in  him, 
and  by  reaction  to  shake  his  attachment  to  the  govern- 
ment ;  to  weaken  the  ties  of  patriotism  by  which  he  was 
bound  to  his  country  ;  and  by  rendering  him  doubtful  and 
desperate,  to  prepare  hlni  for  tiie  first  proposition  of  trea- 
son which  might  be  made  to  him. 

It  was  impossible  W^ilkinson  could  be  insensible  to 
these  attacks,  and  in  a  critical  and  awful  moment,  when  on 
the  eve  of  ofTering  his  life  to  the  service  of  his  countrv, 
against  a  militaiy  force  of  three  fold  strength,  he  addres- 
sed President  Jefferson  on  the  subject.  The  letter  m 
which  he  did  this,  [Appendix,  No.  19.]  brcathesa  spirit  of 
honorable  feelings,  and  exhibits  a  sense  of  indignation, 
above  the   coldness  of   affectation,  at  the  unjustifiabi? 
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..leans  employed,  to  deprive  him  of  the  good  opinion  of 
his  fellow  citizens. 

Before  this  battery  began  to  play  upon  general  Wilkin- 
son in  Kentutkv,  colonel  Burr  was  not  idle  in  attempts 
to  undermine  his  fidelity.  This  will  manifestly  appear 
by  Burr's  letter  to  him  of  the  12th  December,  1805,  [Ap- 
pendix, No.  18.]  wherein  the  writer  says,  "  In  case  of  such 
«  5  event,  (war  with  the  Spaniards)  *Lee  would  have  been 
commander  in  chief ;  truth  I  assure  you.  He  must,  you 
know,  come  from  Virginia."  In  this  way,  Wilkinson's 
nvditary  pride  and  honor  was  to  be  wounded  ;  his  resent- 
ment awakened  ;  and  then,  the  conspirators  may  have  im- 
■magined,  he  would  be  ripe  for  any  mischief.  Burr  knew 
Wilkinson  too  well  to  attempt  'his  honor  directly  ;  he 
had  received  many  proofs  of  the  extent  of  Wilkinson's 
friendship,  but  he  knew  a  dishonorable  proposition  would 
sever  it  forever.  Unfeeling,  base  man  1  he  sought  by- 
means  the  most  insidious,  to  debauch  this  friend  from  his 
duty,  to  commit  and  destroy  him,  and  all  for  the  selfish 
gr;  tification  of  his  pride,  his  ambition  and  his  revenge. 

That  this  mode  of  assailing  Wilkinson,  by  attacking 
his  fame  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  and  wounding 
his  sensibility  as  a  soldier,  by  private  insinuations,  was 
relied  on  to  fit  him  for  Burr's  purposes,  will  also  appear 
by  a  letter  from  Jonathan  Dayton,  [Appendix^  No.  20.] 
written  in  cypher  to  Wilkinson  on  the  24th  July,  1806. 
Dayton  says,  '■'■It  is  noxv  xvell  ascertained  that  you  are  to 
he  displaced  in  next  session,  yejffcrson  will  aff'ect  to  yidd 
reluctantly  to  the  public  sentiment^  but  yield  he  wi//."  Yet 
it  does  not  appear,  from  any  writing  or  act  of  Wilkin- 
son, that  the  defamation  of  the  press,  or  the  -'\ttempted 
seductions  of  false  friends,  produced  any  effect  upon  his 
conduct,  or  shook  his  devotion  to  his  country  :  On  the 
contrary,  he  manifested  the  deepest  anxiety  to  repel  and 
put  down,  [by  respectable  testimonials  of  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  the  Presidents,  Washington  and  A- 
dams,]  the  virulent  slanders  circulated  by  the  "Western 
World  ;"  and  while  Dayton  and  Burr  were  writing  to 
him,  to  bias  his  mind  from  his  duty,  he  was  giving  no- 
tice to  government  to  keep  an  eye  upon  Burr,  as  a  man 
whose  movements  might  be  inimical  to  the  Union. 

But  in  order  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  Wilkin- 
son's conduct,  previous  to  the  detection  of  Burr,  the  rea- 


'Meaning  that  disUnguished  officer  cf  the  jevolution,  generjU  H.  Lee._. 
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dcr  must  forget  all  tlic  glaring  proofs  of  Ms  guilt ;  he  nui.rt 
al)stract  hinKicll  iroin  all  ihc  evidence  pioduccJ  on  the 
irialat  Kiclinioiul,  and  iuu,t  place  hinvsclf  in  tlu"  situation 
in  which  Wilkinson  wa^,  when  Huir  was  only  susj)ccied. 
The  periotl  of  that  situaiiiin,  (the  year  1805,)  as  c\ery 
one  may  recollect,  was  a  season  when  our  relations  with 
Spain  had  assumed  a  hostile  aspect.  The  prospect  i  fa 
Spanish  war  had  hecome  a  prominent  sul)ject  of  eon\er- 
sation  among  the  cit/.ens  of  the  United  Slates  of  all 
•  lasses  :  There  is  nothing  then  veiy  surprising  in  the 
circumstances,  that  such  a  man  as  colonel  liurr  should 
enter  into  discourse  on  this  topic,  or  tliat  he  should  make 
suppositions  or  conjectures  relative  to  it.  It  is  what 
anv  man  might  have  done  with  jierfect  innocence,  and 
without  exciting  a  single  imfavouratjle  suspicion. 

At  St.  Louis,  in  Se|nemljer,  1805,  colonel  Burr  lid 
converse  with  Wilkinson,  on  the  sulijectof  a  Spanish  wa»", 
and  alluded  to  ''  some  splendid  enterprise,"  the  particu- 
lars of  whi(.h,  he  did  not  detail ;  but  on  this  occasion,  he 
spoke  expresslv  with  reference  to  "  the  authority  of  the 
government."  [See  cdpfain  Hughes'*  dcposttion^  ajiptrJix^ 
No.  17.]  Wilkinson,  in  reply,  reiiiarked,  that  it  wa^  hi» 
dutv  to  obey  the  commands  of  government;  and  ^  hen 
buir  put  the  cjuestion,  whether  an  order  from  a  mil  >  -i 
(naming  Mr.  C'-alh'.tin)  would  i)e  considered  as  a  sulh  .t  rit 
eommandj^neral  Wilkinson  answeied  him,  "that  a:c  or- 
der froni  an\  gentleman  of  the  administration,  was  aUvuva 
considered  as  an  order  Irom  the  President."*  In  all  this, 
there  was  neither  conspiracy  nor  treason.  It  was  a  e(/.i- 
versation  naturally  grow  ing  out  of  the  incidents  o(  the 
times  in  wliich  it  was  held  ;  and  Wilkinson,  from  suth 
discourse  on  the  part  of  liurr,  without  the  least  acqunint- 
anec  with  any  explanatory  facts,  was  not  immediately  to 
suppose  him  a  traitor;  nor  couUl  he,  from  these  chcein- 
;;t.;nces,  attach  to  him  any  S|)ecific,  unlawful  design  ;  ai'd 
if  <  vents,  connecting  themselves  with  the  conversat on  at 
hi.  Louis,  bad  uot  suljsequemly  transpired,  colonel  Lan's 
obsvr\atiouj  would,  very  r.  iturally,  have  been  cons  gned 
t  -  oblivion,  as  '.lie  suggestions  ot  a  mon^entary  caijrice, 
uccurring  in  tlie  warmth  of  an  impatient  mind,  or  produ- 
ced by  the  fcr\or  of  a  sublimated  imagination. 

A  man,  -standing  on  Wilkinson's  ground,  who  had  been 

•  Burr  then  aidded,  "  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  det.ils  tT  a 
projvCt,  which  nvij,ht  never  be  carried  into  cflect."     WilLinson  rej  .ed    ■<- 
"  had  no  curiosit;  loh.sui"  and  thus  the  cor.vcrsatiai  tvrnunatcJ. 
vul,  ii.  -i 
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ar'  associate  of  Burr  in  treason,  would  have  been  prepared 
foS-  ihe  possibility  of  treachery  against  him,  and  however 
guilty,  would  have  secured  such  proofs  of  his  innocence, 
as  could  not  have  been  overturned.  Yet,  of  so  peculiar  a 
nature  is  truth  ;  so  diihcult  is  it  to  vitiate  the  real  nature 
offsets,  that  the  circumstances  just  narrated,  the  veritica- 
uou  of  which,  has  depended  so  much  on  accident,  present 
a  series  of  occurrences  and  undeniable  vouchers,  which 
prove  their  consistency,  and  defy  the  power  of  refuta- 
tion. 

Another  letter,  from  colonel  Burr  to  general  Wilkinson, 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  [No.  21.]  dated  the  6th  Ja- 
nuary, 1806.  That  letter  represents  Burr  as  a  welcome 
guest  at  the  "  President's  table ;'''  a  circumstance  which 
!ed  to  the  belief,  that  he  was  still  entertained  by  the  first 
men  of  the  country,  on  a  friendly  footing,  and,  of  course, 
that  he  was  not  suspected  of  any  sinister  design.  The  ge- 
neral contents  of  this  letter  betray  nothing  of  a  traiterous 
understanding  between  the  parties  ;  and  the  letter  itself  is 
such,  as  one  friend  might  write  to  another,  without  the 
least  criminality.  On  the  16th  of  April,  1806,  Burr  again 
addressed  Wilkinson  in  cypher,  and  in  his  usual  style  of 
mystery.  [See  appimdix.  No,  22.]  It  has  however  already 
bf;en  seen,  in  the  deposition  of  captain  Hughes,  that  long 
before  this  date,  Wilkinson  had  apprised  a  menaber  of  the 
administration,  of  an  opinion  he  had  formed  t|i'th  respect 
to  colonel  Burr,  and  had  suggested  the  expediency  of 
"  keeping  an  eye  upon  him."  But  if  there  even  existed  no 
pioof  of  such  prior  notification,  the  letter  itself  speaks  de- 
cisively in  favor  of  Wilkinson,  notwithstanding  the  artful 
ar.d  '  iculpatory  terms  in  which  it  is  couched.  "  Nothing" 
(  avc  Burr)  *'  has  been  heard  from  brigadier  since  Octo- 
ber ;"  that  is,  nothing  has  been  heard  from  brigadier  ge- 
neial  Wilkinson,  by  colonel  Burr,  since  October,  1805, 
untiJ  the  middle  of  April,  1806,  a  period  of  six  months  ; 
ari  j;cknowledgment,  which  goes  to  prove,  that,  with  the 
cs.thiction  of  the  hope  of  procuring  Burr  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress, Wilkinson's  correspondence  Avith  him  had  de- 
clined. 

There  is  anodier  passage  in  this  letter,  wherein  art  over- 
reaches itself,  which  proves  how  cunning  may  defeat  its 
OA.n  :iurposes,  and  will  serve  as  a  solution  of  many  similar 
at  -ihees,  practised  by  Burr  to  protect  his  letters  against 
exjxjsition.  It  was  notorious,  that  those  veterans  of  the 
e'vol.ition,  colonel  Gushing  and  major  Porter,  enjoyed 


Wilkinson's  confulcnte.  Ikirr,  therefore,  introduces  >bc 
Jollowing  question  into  this  letter  :  "  Is  Cusliiiur  and  Por- 
ter right  ?"  1  he  impliiitllon  ol  previous  eontirt  is  here 
so  stronglv  niiirkcd,  that  Burr  felt  he  had  secured  Wilkin- 
son's silence,  and  yet  the  incjuiry  was  without  reference 
to  any  speeitlc  ohject,  and  taken  in  the  al)stract,  could  nol 
criminate  the  enc|uirer  ;  hut  luihapj/dv  for  this  arch  in- 
triguer, \\'ilkinson  had  not  been  within  three  hundrerl 
miles  of  Porter,  during  the  four  preceding  yei'rs,  and  at 
the  verv  time  the  litter  reached  his  hands,  colonel  Gush- 
ing embarked  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  Natchitoches, 
under  orders,  which  furnish  a  shield  to  Wilkinson's  inno- 
cence, against  all  the  calumnies  of  his  accusers.  \^Sce  ap- 
pemlixy  i\'os.  24  and  25.'] 

It  has  been  seen  from  the  evidence  of  colonel  Burr'> 
own  pen,  that  Wilkinson  had  ceased  to  write  to  him;  yet 
the  general  had  endeavored,  through  other  channels,  to 
discover  what  his  m\  sterious  letters  meant,  of  which,  in- 
dul)ital)le  proof  mav  be  found  in  the  following  extract  of 
a  letter  from  general  Adair,  dated  at  Washington,  Janu- 
ary i2rth,  1806.  "  You  observe  to  me  that  I  have  seen 
colonel  Burr,  and  ask  me  what  was  his  business  in  t!ie 
west.  Answer.  Onlv  to  avoid  a  prosecution  in  New  York. 
Now,  sir,  vou  will  oblige  me  by  answering  a  question  in 
turn,  for  1  know  you  can.  How  far  is  it,  and  what  kind 
of  way  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Afec,  and  from  thence  tq 
Mexico  ?  I  was  informed  a  few  da\  s  past,  and  I  believe 
the  information  to  be  correct,  thai  both  the  ruling  parties 
in  the  state  of  New  York  have  made  proposals  to  colonel 
Burr,  offering  to  make  a  law  pardoning  all  past,  and  L-: 
elect  him  governor,  if  he  will  return.  He  left  this  a  i\> 
davs  past  for  the  south,  and  will  return  before  the  session 
closes.  Whether  he  will  accede  to  the  proposal  or  nf)L,  I 
am  unable  to  tell."  The  events  which  have  succeeded 
this  communication,  furnisli  a  clue  by  which  it  may  1  e  in- 
terpreted, and  shew  tlui  Wilkinson  possessed  ncith(  r  the 
confidence  of  Burr  nor  of  Adair,  and  that  they  were  com- 
bined to  use,  but  not  to  trust  him.  Such  a  letter  fr  mi  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  a  man  in  Wilkinson's  lon- 
fidence,  on  the  spf)t  with  Burr,  could  not  fail  to  remove 
nnv  suspicion  which  might  have  found  place  in  Wilkin- 
son's breast.  But  on  the  receipt  of  Burr's  last  lettc  r,  of 
the  16th  April,  1806,  ^Vilkinson's  doubts  recurred,  and 
he  felt  himself  warranted  to  penetrate  Burr's  real  designs 
by  any  means  in  his  power.     It  was  at  this  period  h--  ad* 


;lix33ed  a  letter  to  Burr,  calculated  for  the  purpose  and 
ijonied  to  the  occasion,  the  particulars  of  which  he  can- 
not lacollect,  as  he  kept  no  copy  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  ihis  letter  drew  from  Burr,  the  mysterious,  artful,  de- 
ceptive communication,  by  Swartwout,  which  led  to  his 
discomfiture  before  his  schemes  were  matured.  And 
i-hen  Wilkinson  rcTiews  past  scenes,  he  only  regrets  he 
had  not  played  a  deeper  game  of  deception  upon  the  de- 
ceiver, and  at  an  earlier  day. 

But  before  the  letter  of  the  1 6th  April,  could  reach 
Wilkinson,  who  was  then  at  St.  Louis,  the  general  was  di- 
recting the  movements  of  the  army  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Spaniards,  on  our  south-^vestern  frontier, 
■which  will  presently  be  made  to  appear,  by  documents 
thav  cannot  be  questioned.  Indeed,  so  ignorant  was  Burr 
of  Wilkinson's  situation  or  pursuits  in  midsummer,  1806, 
o  entirely  had  all  correspondence  between  them  ceased, 
that  on  the  30th  of  July,  of  that  year,  more  than  nine 
months  after  his  visit  to  St.  Louis,  colonel  Burr,  on  his 
passage  through  Philadelphia,  inquired  of  Mr.  Gallatin, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  whether  "  W^ilkinson  had 
resigned,  or  been  removed  from  the  office  of  governor  of 
Louisiana  ?" 

It  is  a  fact,  that  Swartwout,  Burr's  messenger  of  corrup- 
tion, with  the  cyphered  letter  in  his  pocket,  proceeded 
f.om  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  to  seek  the  general  at  St.  Louis, 
and  actually  reached  Kaskaskias,  after  a  ride  of  more  than 
two  hundred  miles,  before  he  discovered  that  Wilkinson 
had  descended  the  Mississippi,  so  little  did  Burr  occupy 
his  thoughts. 


CHAPTER  IL 


"J'HE  best  criterion  of  an  officer's  good  conduct.  Is 
the  promptitude  with  which  he  obeys  his  orders,  and  the 
ability  with  which  he  executes  them.  General  VVilkinson 
has  never  refused  to  submit  his  actions  to  the  test  of  this 
standard,  and  it  is  to  that  his  adversaries  ought  to  have 
resorted,  instead  of  recurring  to  insinuations  and  reproach- 
es ;  but  they  dare  not  meet  him  on  any  fair  ground  ;  and 
to  insure  his  destruction,  his  accusers  must  become  his 
judget. 

Previously,  however,  to  entering  upon  an  analysis  of 
Wilkinson's  m.ilitary  transactions,  immediately  antecedent 


to,  anil  [*entHng  Biirr''s  most  active  f)pcraii(im,  ii  will  I  it 
iissary,  for  the  reacli-r's  more  ready  tomprelRMision  -!  the 
subject,  that  \vc  slioiild  present  certain  tacts  in  relation  Id 
the  purchase  ol"  tlie  pro\inee  ol  Louisiana  by  the  I.  i.itcfl 
States  ;  facts  which  are  notorious,  but  the  lively  reflec- 
tion of  which,  is  essential  to  the  imity  of  this  examiii.i  .ion. 
'I'he  American  government,  on  the  30lh  April,  180..,  |)ur. 
<  liased  from  the  French  Republic,  all  that  extensive  trad 
•  l  covmtry,  known  by  the  name  of"  Louisiana,  wit!;  sm  h 
limits  as  it  possessed,  when  France  ceded  it  to  Spain,  in 
the  year  17G2;  and  these  limits,  accordini;;  to  the  clesi)Sf« 
nation  of  the  French  government,  on  a  former  occ.-ion, 
embraced  a  great  portion  of  what  is  called  West  Fl  rida, 
and  were  held  to  extend  westward,  as  far  as  the  (wand 
Kiver,  or  Kio  del  Norte.  It  is  a  circumstance  of  deep 
regret,  that  this  important  purcliasc  was  not  made  uiiki 
specific  limits,  and  that  the  navigation  of  the  great  r  ts, 
which  penetrate  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  liom 
the  Mexican  Cndph,  had  not  been  secured  ;  because  uch 
provisions  would  have  saved  the  expense  of  future  nego- 
tiations, and  it  is  possible,  of  future  wars.  However,  un- 
der the  terms  of  the  convention  of  180>),  the  United  S:;atC3 
conceived  themselves  entitled  to  the  possession  ot  the 
V,  hole  extent  thus  defuied  ;  and  perhaps  there  wouU'  Ikux 
been  no  dillicuUy  in  the  case,  if  there  had  not  existc  i,  on 
the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  claims  on  the  ^ 
coivrt  of  INIadrid,  to  a  considerat)le  amount,  for  spoliations 
<ommittcd  on  American  property,  captured  by  French 
privateers,  and  condemned  by  F'rcnch  triljunals,  establish- 
ed within  the  proper  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  'i'hc  govern- 
ment of  the  United  btates,  in  behalf  of  its  citizens,  eu- 
forced  these  claims,  witli  considerable  vigor;  but  the  court 
of  Madrid,  after  having  admitted  the  original  justice  of 
them,  evaded  the  payment,  under  the  legrd  maxim,  ihit 
the  accessary  follows  the  princ-pal  ;  and  taking  for  granted 
that  France  was  the  principal,  contended  that  all  claims 
upon  Spain  for  spoliations,  were  merged  in  the  provisions 
of  the  Louisiana  convention.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  fact,  it  seems  probable  that  this  contest  might  have 
been  instrumental  in  producing  the  caveat,  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  against  the  extent  of  boundary  chiimed  by  the  A- 
merican  government,  under  the  purchase  ot  Louisiana? 
to  sustain  which,  the  court  of  Madrid  advanced  a  military 
force,  from  the  provinces  of  Mexico,  into  the  disputed  ter- 
•  ritorv  ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Sutcs,  not  r.vhiy 
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seeking  war,  determined  to  assert  the  just  and  justly  ac- 
.  quired  rights  of  the  nation. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things,  when,  on  the    14th  of 
March,  1806,  a  month  before  Burr's  letter,  of  the   16th 
April,  to  Wilkinson,  was  Avritten,  and   six  months  sub- 
sequent to  Wilkinson's  last  letter  to  Burr,  instructions 
were   issued  from   the   war  department   of  the    United 
States,  [Appendix,  No.  23  A.]  directing  the  general  to  re- 
inforce the  posts  on  the  lower  Mississippi,  by  causing  the 
troop'^  in  his  neighborhood,  excepting  one  full  company, 
fo  descend  tbo  river  to  Fort  Adams,  at  which  post,  or  in 
its  vicinity,  they  were  to  halt  for  further  orders  from  the 
secretary  of  war;  and  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  an- 
ocher  1  ntcr  of  instructions  [  Appendix,  23  B.]  was  transmit- 
ed  to  Wilkinson  from  the  war  department,  directing  colo- 
nel  Gushing  to   proceed  to    Natchitoches  without  halt, 
with  three  companies,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  troops, 
ordered  from  St.  Louis,  should  take  quarters  at   Fort 
Adams  under  lieutenant  colonel  Kingsbuiy.     The  order 
was  promptly  obeyed  and  the  troops  put  in  motion,  under 
those  highly  meritorious,   respectable  officers,  with  the 
least  delay  possible.     General  Wilkinson's   instructions 
to  colonel  Gushing  of  the  6th  and  8th  of  May,  1806,  [See 
appendix^  A^os.  24  and  25.]  will  not  be  questioned  in  their 
inilitary  character,  and  they  speak  a  language  not  to  be 
mistaken  ;   a  language   governed  by  sober  reason,   yet 
breathing  an  ardent  attachment  to  his  country,  which  can- 
not be  perverted  by  the  most  malignant  heart.     These  in- 
structions will  shew,  that  his  arrangements  were  directed 
to  the  discharge  of  his  duty  and  the  success  of  the  Ame- 
rican arms,  against  those  very  Spaniards,  of  whom,  at  that 
time  arid  since,  he  has  been  most  foully  represented  as  a 
pensioner.     In  this  instance,  Wilkinson  did  not  confine 
himself  to  the  letter  of  his  instructions  :     He  not  only  or- 
dered colonel  Gushing  to  press  forward  to  the  point  of 
his  destination,  but  directed  lieutenant  colonel  Kingsbury 
to  follow  him  with  his  detachment ;  and  at  the  same  time 
authorised  the  colonel  to  call  to  his  support  the  troops  on 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  should  the  pressure 
of  circumstances  make  it  necessary  ;  and  by  this  exercise 
of  his  discretion,  he  anticipated  the  dispositions  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, as  he  had  done  an  hundred  times  before,  during 
his  military  serviced  under  Washington,  Adams  and  Jef- 
itrson,  as   is   exemplified  in  these  memoirs.     Extracts 
U-ow  Wilkinson's  letters  to  the  secretary  of  war,  on  this 


occasion,  April  14th  and  25th,  ISOn,  [A/t/),iu7lx^  /Voa. 
26  and  27.]  vvill  set  forth  his  zeal  and  his  uitcntlon  to  ivery 
hranch  o("  sir\  ice. 

liut  long  l)(  lore  this  period,  general  Wilkinson,  though 
saddled  with  the  government  ol"  the  turliulent  spirits  ag- 
gregated in  Louisiana,  hail  directed  a  proper  vigilam  c  to 
our  remote  and  feehle  western  frontier,  which  will  he 
apparent  from  the  perusal  of  a  letter  that  he  addressed  u. 
major  Porter,  the  commanding  offieer  at  Natciiitochcb, 
our  western  advanced  jjost,  on  the  11th  JuK,  1805.  [Sc 
apptiu/ix,  No.  28.]  In  this  letter,  the  general  hricfly,  Ijuc 
strongly,  inculcates  caution  and  a  strict  maintenance  (i) 
territorial  rights  ;  and  in  all  his  communications  to  that 
ollicer.  [A/i/irndix,  iVos.  29  auii  30.]  iiis  sentiments  cot  i  cb- 
pond  with  tliose  of  the  jiurest  patriotism.  '1  he  more  aiu- 
j)ly  to  elucidate  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  cpiartc  r  of 
Natchitoches,and  to  prove  heyond  cavil,  that  Wilkinsrm's 
Tonduct  was  in  unison  with  the  wishes  and  intentions  of 
the  executive,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  correspon- 
dence hetween  maj(jr  Porter  and  the  secretary  of  war,  to 
be  found  in  the  api)tndix.  [Nos.  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  36, 
A.  37,  38,  39,  40.]  The  general  had  received  letters  from 
major  Porter  of  the  29th  January  and  4th  of  March,  1«0S, 
[Append/x,  Xos.  41  and  42.]  which  last  was  the  cause  o( 
his  urging  colonel  Cushing  to  quicken  his  movemtnt. 
The  answer  of  the  general  to  these  letters  of  m:  jor 
Porter,  [.Vo.  43.]  exhibits  a  mind  intent  on  its  duly,  Imt 
perfectly  at  ease,  without  a  symptom  of  disaffection  to  his 
government  or  his  country. 

Here  let  us  pause  and  examine  Wilkinson's  situation. 
If  he  had  been  leauged  with  Burr  for  the  subversion  of 
the  American  Union  or  the  revolution  of  the  Mexican 
provinces,  diese  dispositions  from  the  war  department, 
taken  without  his  privity  and  at  a  thousand  miles  distance, 
put  it  in  his  power,  without  the  possibility  of  dclectiou, 
to  have  secured  Burr's  game.  It  has  been  asserted  by 
some,  that  Burr  was  acting  in  concert  with  the  Spaniards, 
for  the  recovery  of  Louisiana,  and  the  severance  of  the 
L^nion  ;  in  that  case,  instead  of  accelerating  the  move- 
ment and  assembly  of  a  competent,  opposing  force  at 
Natchitoches,  by  every  practicable  means,  Wilkinsor.  by 
confining  himself  to  the  letter  of  his  instructions,  could 
have  checked  lieutenant  colonel  Klngsburv's  n^ovement 
at  Fort  Adams,  and  witWield  from  colonel  Cushiag  the 
Huthoilt\-  to  call  the  whole  force  on  the  lower  waters  • 
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the  Mibsissippi  to  his  assistance,  and  thus  have  favored 
the  attack  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  as 
has  been  alledged  by  Burr's  associates,*  and  is  believed 
generally,  he  looked  to  a  war  with  the  Spaniards  as  the 
guarantee  of  his  sinister  projects,  by  the  excitements  it 
wo  lid  produce,  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  on  the  pub- 
lic mind  ;  then  Wilkinson  had  nought  to  do,  understand- 
ing as  he  did  the  orders  from  the  war  department  to  ma- 
jor Porter,  but  to  have  said  to  Gushing,  "  move  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible,  with  all  the  force  you  can  collect,  to 
Natchitoches,  and  on  arriving  there,  make  the  orders 
)  ou  may  find  in  possession  of  major  Porter  the  rule  of 
your  conduct,  assert  the  rights  and  protect  the  territory 
of  \  our  country."  The  infallible  eftect  would  have  been  an 
imiT  ediate  attack  upon  Herrara,  and  the  great  probability 
is  (from  the  vast  inferiority  of  our  force,  on  th<;  colonel's 
arri  al  at  Natchitoches)  we  should  have  been  beaten; 
but  whether  victorious  or  defeated,  the  sword  would 
have  been  drawn,  blood  would  have  been  spilt ;  Burr 
stood  ready  with  his  organized  corps  ;  and  then,  it  is  verily 
believed,  "  the  government  could  not  have  stopped  the 
western  people  "  from  fl}  ing  to  the  succour  of  their 
brethren,  and  thus  scenes  would  have  been  opened,  the 
end  of  which  no  eye  could  foresee.  But  what  was  the 
condict  of  Wilkinson  ?  Let  attention  be  given  to  the  so- 
lution I  Review  his  order  to  colonel  Gushing,  and  it  will 
be  found,  that  while  he  sedulously  guarded  the  interest 
and  the  honor  of  his  country,  he  cautiously  interdicted 
any  unnecessary  appeal  to  arms  ;  and  that  this  salutary 
caution  led  to  the  fortunate  issue  of  events  on  the  side  of 
Naichitoches,  is  exemplified  by  the  following  fact.  Oa 
the  inarch  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  east  of  the  Sabine,  go- 
vernor Glaiborne  felt  it  his  duty  to  repair  to  the  point  of 
in',  asion  :  He  there  found  colonel  Gushing  with  an  hand- 
ful of  troops,  and  being  provoked  by  the  encroachment  of 
tl.e  Spanish  force  upon  the  territory  of  his  immediate  ju- 
rjadiction,  he  urged  colonel  Gushing  to  repel  them  by 
arms :  The  colonel,  with  that  cool,  considerate,  deter- 
mined conduct,  which  marks  all  his  actions,  was  waiting 

*  Genei-il  Adair,  when  he  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pascagola  river, 
on  lus  way  to  New  Orleans,  to  adjust  with  general  Wilkinson,  the  sur- 
render of  the  place  to  Burr,  being  asked  by  doctor  \Vhite,  who  resided  there, 
whether  any  thnig  was  really  hitended  by  Burr,  replied,"  why,  something 
^yruld  l.ave.been  done,  if  Wilkinson  had  not  turned  out  a  damned  co\Narci, 
tui  11  he  haci  attacked  the  Spaniards,  and  the  blood  of  one  man  had  been 
:,piit,  tl.e  i^overnment  coidd  iiot  h;;ve  stojiped  the  western  people."  i 


for  ihc  reinforcement  under  Lt.  col.  Klngsl)ur\',  anu  ,)  ; 
paring  tor  the  ultimate  appeal  ;   lu  |)arrictl  tlu-  govi  ni(;i 
proposition,   whieh  was    lounded  on   tht-   iiistructi'in.  >>! 
the  war  ckpartnuiU  to  major  PortLr,  and  linally  <xl    !  .  '  < 
to   him,  his  orders  from  general  Wilkinson,  wiihtln   i  n 
priety   of  whieh,  the  governor  attpiiesced,  and  the  .  Um  I 
was  jKistponcd.      Here  then  the  jireeaution  and  jucLir.u, 
of  Wilkinson  saved  the  country  from  war,  and  baffl  V  ilic 
leading  hopes  of  the  conspirators,  who  are  now  h  u.i;.  ^ 
him  with  inexorable  vengeance. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  180G,  general  Wilkinson  receiver 
instructions  from  the  secretary  of  war  [Ap/x-ndix,  No.-i-Lj 
to  repair  to  the  territory  of  Orleans  or  its  vicinit)  ,  and 
*'  take  the  command  of  the  troops  in  that  f[uarter,  t(  j^cih- 
"•'  cr  with  such  militia  or  volunteers  as  might  turn  out  u.i 
*' the  defence  of  the  country,  and  bv  nil  means  to  .  _*  1 
*'  any  invasion  of  the  country  east  of  the  river  Sabii-e,  :it 
"north  or  west  of  the  bounds  of  what  has  been  c  iJlcd 
"  West  Florida  ;  and  in  case  of  actual  hostilities  >  i  ing 
*'  committed  by  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  majesi\',  on 
"  the  above  described  territorv,  or  of  any  actual  atii  inpt 
*' to  invade  any  part  of  said  territory,  to  repel  force  by 
"  force  to  the  utmost  extent ;  and  take  possession  ot  -.uch 
"  parts  or  places  as  might,  in  his  opinion,  most  effect  .Jly 
**  counteract  the  hostile  views  or  obvious  intention  o'  the 
*'  inwulers."  This  order,  in  general,  confided  to  general 
\Vilkinson  a  most  delicate  trust;  the  power  of  making 
war  and  conquests,  under  particular  circumstances  ;  and 
the  mode  in  which  he  executed  it,  will  fully  justily  the 
good  opinion  the  President  must  have  entertained  of  hi^ 
imderstandingand.discretion,  anterior  to  the  date  of  these 
executive  arrangements.  The  general,  with  his  habicual 
vigilance,  had  authorised  major  Porter  to  reinforce  him- 
self in  case  of  exigency,  [Appendix,  No.  45. J  and  in  this 
conduct,  nothing  can  be  discovered,  analogous  to  the 
character  and  dispositions  of  a  traitor. 

When  general  Wilkinson  received  the  orders  to  de. 
scend  the  -Mississippi,  he  was  surrounded  by  deputauons 
from  various  Indian  nations,  inhabiting  the  country  ol  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  ;  a  pressure  ot  territorial  bu- 
siness engaged  his  attention;  and  intelligence  recti,  cd 
from  the  western  frontier  justified  his  opinion,  that  the 
Spaniards  intended  no  serious  oi)eiation.  The  letter  of 
major  Porecr,  June  7th,  ISOn,  [">.-.  4().]  to  the  secretar) 
of  war,   and  that  of   colonel  Cubhing,  July  Jlstjof,hc 
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same  year,  [N'o.  47-]  evince  that  no  apprehension  of  im- 
mediate hostilities  was,  at  those  periods,  entertained. 
Such  indications  of  tranquillity,  authorized  general  Wil- 
kinson to  devote  some  time,  to  the  essential  interests  of 
the  territory  over  which  he  presided,  and,  also,  to  the  im- 
perious claims  of  the  Indian  department.  His  letter  to 
the  &c  cretary  of  war,  of  the  2d  of  August,  1 806,  [No.  48.] 
is  submitted  to  the  reader  without  comment. 

In  descending  the  Mississippi,  general  Wilkinson 
iouLiu.  It  his  duty  to  call  at  the  Arkansaw  settlement,  to 
give  attention  to  its  civil  concerns,  and  also  to  inhibit 
certain  intrusions  on  the  public  lands,  which  he  under- 
stood were  meditated,  and  he  did  not  reach  Natchez  un- 
til the  rth  September  ;  froin  this  place,  he  wrote  the  se- 
<:i-etriry  of  war  the  next  day,  \_Appe:dix,  iVc  49.]  in  a 
stile  which  portrays  feelings  and  opinions,  as  rigidly 
scrupulous  of  his  country's  interests  and  character,  its  dig- 
nity and  honor,  as  the  most  scrutinizing  judges  of  human 
aifections  can  require  j  and  it  may  be  added,  that  while 
this  letter  displays  the  patriotism  ot  the  citizen,  it  does 
not  derogate  from  the  capacity  of  the  soldier.  Could  the 
head  which  dictated,  or  the  heart  that  approved  such  a 
• -omnAunicatTon,  to  the  national  executive,  have  been  cor- 
rupted by  defection  or  polluted  by  the  poisons  of  treason  ? 
Or  does  Wilkinson,  in  this  exposition  of  his  purposes, 
betray  any  sinister  inclination  to  the  interests  of  Spain  ? 
The  fact  is,  that  the  decisive  arrangements  which  he 
adopted,  outstript  the  views  of  the  executive,  and  his  plans 
^vere  counteracted  by  subsequent  orders.  If  connected 
v/ith  Burr,  he  would  have  written  him  from  this  point  of 
his  n.arch.  but  his  letter  from  St.  Louis,  in  May,  was  the 
last  Burr  ever  received  from  his  pen,  and  at  the  time  of 
A\rriting  the  secretary  of  war  from  Natchez,  Wilkinson 
had  not  even  thought  of  Burr  for  months. 

General  Wilkinson  proceeded  from  Natchez  for  Natchi- 
toches, on  the  9th  of  Sept.  ;  and  at  Fort  Adams  he  receiv- 
ed a  letter  from  col.  Gushing  of  the  30th  Aug.  covering  his 
correspondence  with  the  Spanish  commander,  which  pro- 
ctuced  another  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  of  the  12th 
September,  from  which  the  following  extract  is  taken : 
*'  The  aspect  of  colonel  Cushing's  last  letter,  has  determin- 
i.d  mt^  to  call  for  the  mounted  men  from  this  territory,  as 
it  Will  take  them  ten  days  to  prepare  for  the  March  ;  in 
^he  iy  erval,  I  shall  be  able  to  ascertain  the  designs  of  the 
ypa^iards,  and  should  the  event  justify  it,  I  may  remand 


the    militia  without  incurring    expense  ;  on  the  coi    r     , 
.shuukl  colonel  IKrrara  pirtinaciously  ;uihi n-  lo  hi-         . 
lution,  and  continue  to  in\a(le  the  tract  of  lountry  ■ 
the  Sabine,  this  auxiliary  force  will  be  at  hand  lor  ( 
ration;   I    shall  then  endeavor,  it' his  conduit  shou 
be  too  provoking,  by  making  a  feint  towards  Na.    vj.Uj- 
ches,  to   oblige  him   either  to  retreat  to  the  wcstwaid  of 
the  Sal)ine  or  to  attack  me  ;   for,  although,  utterly  in   (.cii- 
cileable  to  my  military  creed,  so  deeply  scilicitojs  :,  i,  I  ^u 
evince    to  the  whole  world,  my   reluctance   to   bre;i,^    iht 
peace   of  my  country,    and  commence  the  en'usion     .1  hu- 
man blood,  that  I  am  determined  to  wait  the  attacl       .'   t 
yield  the  advantage  of  the  first  blow   to  my  antagoi  !•-•.  i 
it   can  be  sulfcred  without  too  much  hazard."     Su'   .  .;.  . 
the  caution,  the  vigilance   and  the  solicitude  with   yshi 
Wilkinson  watched  over    the   character  and   inter      ^  ot 
the  nation  ;  and  but  for  this  judicious  forbearajice,  which 
without  yielding  a  tittle,  obtained  every  thing,   the  swOrd 
would  Inw  e  been  drawn,  and  Burr's  plans  would  have  s  ic- 
teeded  ;   but  these,  and  a  thousand  other   services,   have 
been  forgotten,  and  the  author  of  them  has  been  sacrificed 
to  popular  clamour,  founded   on  declamation  and  calum- 
nies.     Ah,  deluded  Americans  I   Reflect  upon  what    vou 
owe  to  your  own  character,  and  to  personal  justice,  'jc 
fore  it  mav  be  too  late.   Shun  alike  the  poisons  of  burufui 
prtcidents^  and  the  dangers  o{  constructive  rights. 

In  his  route  up  the  Red  river,  Wilkinson  fell  in  v'iui 
governor  Claiborne  at  Rapide,  and  having  adjui'^d 
with  him  the  necessary  arrangements,  for  the  prorj;'.  ;' 
semblage  of  the  militia  of  the  western  comities  .1  th; 
territory  of  (Orleans,  and  again  written  to  the  se<  retar; 
of  war,  he  pressed  forward  to  Natchitoches,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  24th  of  September.  He  did  not  lo.ie  a 
moment's  time,  but,  on  the  same  day,  addressed  a  le-ter 
to  governor  Cordero,  who  was  reported  to  be  the  Spaiiish 
commander  in  chief  on  the  frontier  of  Texhas,  [/l/-/;r;?^''-'> 
No.  50.]  in  which  the  territorial  rights  of  the  Union  arc 
asserted,  and  the  Spanish  troops  are  required  to  ret^i'^" 
froiu  the  tract  they  occupied.  This  letter,  and  t'.r  :oi  - 
respondence  which  ensued,  bear  favorable  testini  n\  i  • 
Wilkinson's  character  and  understanding.  His  Icit  >  • 
were  not  founded  on  a  foreknowledge  of  their  prob-jMi 
effects,  but  flowing  spontaneously  frijm  the  head  onj 
heart,  at  a  moment  when  imperious  duty  dictated  to  "1- 
clinat^on  a  decisive  line  of  conduct ;  thev  cannet  be    ivi-^i 
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taten  for  the  fabrications  of  a  man  acting  uncer  the  guid- 
ance of  cunning,  and  composing  letters  to  answer  a  con- 
troversial or  exculpatory  purpose. 

The  letter  of  the  29th  September,  from  governor  Cor- 
dero  tc  ;he  general,  [No.  51.]  that  of  Wilkinson  in  reply, 
[No.  52.1  '^he  letter  trom  Cordero  of  the  2d  of  October, 
[No.  53.1  Wilkinson's  answer  of  the  8th  October,  [No.  54.} 
Cordero's  letter  of  the  llth,  [No.  55.]  21st  [No.  56.]  and 
24th  of  October,  [No.  5T.]  Wilkinson's  of  the  29th  and 
30th  October,  [Nos.  58  and  59.]  Salcedo's  letter  to  Wil- 
kinson of  the  12th  October,  [No.  60.]  that  from  Cordero 
of  November,  1st,  [No.  61.]  Wilkinson  to  Cordero  of 
November  4th,  [No.  62.]  and  that  from  governor  Herrara 
to  Wilkinson  of  the  5th  November,  1806,  [No.  63.]  will 
present  ic  the  reader  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  progress  and 
issue,  of  general  Wilkinson's  operations  in  the  quarter  of 
the  Sabine,  a  circumstantial  detail  of  which,  will  be  found 
in  these  memoirs. 

It  is  not  in  the  spirit  of  arrogance,  nor  with  the  least  in- 
dention to  derogate  from  the  worth  and  intelligence,  of  go- 
vernor Claiborne  and  colonel  Cushing,  that  their  corres- 
pondence with  governor  Harrara  is  introduced  in  the  ap- 
pendix, [Nos.  63,  64,  65,  66.]  but  to  exhibit  the  superior 
sucr,ess  of  Wilkinson's  negotiations  with  the  Spaniards  j 
for  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  his  arrival  at  Natchitoches, 
and  the  temperate  but  decisive  tone  he  assumed,  gave  a 
new  coirplexion  to  affairs  in  that  quarter,  and  converted 
tiie  haughtiness  of  the  Dons  into  a  temper  the  most  cou- 
ciliitory. 

A  variety  of  evidences  might  be  here  introduced,  to 
evir.ce  the  ardor  with  which  Wilkinson  devoted  himself 
to  the  service  of  his  country  on  this  occasion,  but  they  be- 
long to  another  place,  and  would  swell  this  volume  unne- 
eessarily  ;  for  no  one  can  doubt  from  the  documents  al- 
Teac.y  referred  to,  that  he  was  engaged,  soul  and  body,  to 
get  ■id  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  best  terms  practicable,  that 
he  Plight  turn  about  and  carry  his  arms  to  a  point  of  great- 
er '-Importance.  We  will  however,  offer  one  letter  from 
the  general  to  colonel  Freeman,  September  12th,  1806, 
{No,  67.]  and  another  from  the  same  to  governor  Clai- 
boi  ,e,  October  12th,  1806,  [No.  68.]  further  to  illustrate 
th,«  -ares  aad  interests  which  occupied  his  mind. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

WE  now  approacli  more  immediately  to  tluu  part  «i 
Burr's  operations,  in  which  general  Witkinson  took  a  dc- 
tisive  part  against  the  conspirators.  '1  he  deposition  (-1 
colonel  dishing,  which  follows,  will  explain  the  niannci 
in  which  Wilkinson  received  the  fust  unecjuivocal  indica- 
tion of  Burr's  designs,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  the 
promptitude  with  which  he  resolved  to  oppose  them. 

Deposition  of  Colonel  Cu.sliing. 

ON  or  about  the  8th  of  October,  1806,  I  was  sitliii;:; 
at  the  dining  table,  in  my  quarters  at  Natchitoches,  will' 
general  Wilkinson,  when  a  gendeman  entered  the  room, 
and   inquired  for  colonel  Gushing,  I  ro3e  to  receive  In 
and  he  presented  to  me  the  letter  from  general  Uayton,  < 
which  the  following  is  an  exact  copy,  viz. 

"  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.  Juhj  27,  180G. 
"DEAR  SIR, 

'•  THIS  will  be  presented  to  you  by  my  nephew  , 
i.  son  of  the  late  general  Matthias  Ogden,  who  command- 
ed one  of  the  Jersey  regiments  in  the  revolutionary  v 
and  whom   vou  probablv  recollect.      He  is  on  his  wa) 
New  Orleans,  and  is  advised  by  me  to  call  at  your  pr^f 
if  it  should  be  Fort  Adams  or  elsewhere  upon  the  Mis^i.- 
sippi,  as   I  am  told  it  is.     His  merits,  and  the  esteen.  i; 
which  he  is  held  by  me,  make  me  anxious  to  procure   I 
him  a  welcome  reception,  even  for  the  short  stay  of  a  ■  ^ 
hours,  that  he  will  be  able  to  make  with  you. 

"  Anv  instance  of  friendly  attention  or  assistance  sh-  '^  i 
to  him,  and  his  very  worthy  companion,  Mr.  Swartw  ; n 
will  be  gratefully  acknowledged,  and  regarded  as  a  fa 
conferred  on,  dear  Sir, 

Your  sincere  friend, 

And  very  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  JONA:  DAYTON 

Colonel  Cashing. 

The  gentleman  informed  me  that  he  was  the  Mr. 
Swartwout  mentioned  in  the  letter,  and  I  presented  hiiu 
to  general  Wilkinson  as  the  friend  of  general  Dajton,  and 
requested  him  to  take  a  scat  with  us  at  table,  which  he  did. 
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Mr.  Swartwout  then  observed,  that  Mr.  Ogden  and  him- 
self being  on  their  way  to  New  Orleans,  had  learned  at 
Fort  Adams,  that  our  troops  and  some  militia  were  as- 
sembling at  Natchitoches,  from  whence  they  were  to  march 
against  the  Spanish  army,  then  in  our  neighborhood,  and 
that  the  object  of  his  visit,  was  to  act  with  us  as  a  volun- 
teer. He  remained  Mith  us  some  time,  and  conversed  on 
various  topics,  but  said  nothing  which  could  excite  a  sus- 
picion against  him  ;  and  he  left  us  with  a  strong  impres- 
sion, on  my  mind,  that  his  business  to  New  Orleans  was 
of  a  commercial  nature,  and  could  be  conducted  by  Mr. 
Ogden  during  his  absence.  While  he  was  in^my  quarters, 
I  was  called  out  on  business,  and  was  absent  from  live  to 
t  -1  minutes. 

The  next  morning  I  was  walking  on  the  gallery,  in  front 
of  my  quarters,  when  general  Wilkinson  came  up,  and  ta- 
li iug  me  aside,  informed  me  that  he  had  something  of  a 
serious  nature  to  communicate  to  me.  So  much  so,  that 
although  it  was  necessary  to  hold  it  in  strict  reserve  for 
tjie  present,  he  begged  me  to  bear  it  in  mind,  that  I  might 
be  able  to  make  a  fair  statement  of  it  at  any  future  period. 
He  then  asked  me  if  I  knew,  or  had  heard  of  an  enter- 
prize  being  on  foot  in  the  western  states  ?  I  replyed,  that 
I  had  heard  nothing  on  die  subject ;  and  asked  him  what 
-the  enterprize  was,  to  which  he  alluded?  He  then  said, 
•'  yes,  my  friend,"  a  great  number  of  individuals  posses- 
sing wealth,  popularity  and  talents,  are,  at  this  moment, 
associated  for  purposes  inimical  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States:  colonel  Burr  is  at  their  head,  and  the 
)  Gung  gentleman  who  delivered  you  the  letter  last  evening, 
■  .  me  of  his  emissaries.  The  story  of  serving  as  a  volun- 
iccr,  is  only  a  masque.  He  has  brought  me  a  letter  from 
:cionel  Burr,  which,  being  in  cypher,  I  have  not  yet  been 
ible  fully  to  make  out,  but  I  have  discovered  that  his  ob- 
tf  c  is  treasonable,  and  that  it  is  my  duty  to  oppose  him 
bv  every  means  in  my  power.  He  assures  me  that  he  has 
funds  ;  says  the  navy  are  with  him  ;  offers  to  make  me  se- 
cond in  command,  and  to  give  the  officers  of  the  army  zny 
iVing  I  may  ask  for  them ;  and  he  requests  me  to  send  a 
rorfidential  friend  to  confer  with  him  at  Nashville,  in 
T  janessee.  In  fact,  he  seems  to  calculate  on  me  and  the 
Hrmy  as  ready  to  join  him.  I  then  asked  the  general, 
whether  he  had  received  any  information  or  instruction 
on  this  subject  from  government?  to  which  he  replied, 
that  he  had  not,  and  tUat  he  must  therefore  adopt  such 
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measures  as,  in  his  judgment,  were  best  caU  ulatecl  to  Jc- 
I'cnd  the  country.  He  said  he  woukl  iainicdiatcly  march 
to  the  Sahlnc,  and  endeavor  to  make  such  term^  with  the 
Spanish  commander,  as  uould  justify  him  in  removing 
the  greater  part  of  his  force  to  the  IMississi|)|)i  ;  and  that 
the  moment  this  shouUl  he  elVetted,  he  wcndd  send  mi.  to 
New  Orleans  in  a  Hght  harge,  with  orcU-rs  to  secure  the 
Frencli  train  of  artillery  at  that  post,  and  to  put  the  place 
in  the  best  possible  situation  for  defence,  and  that  he  woald 
follow,  with  every  man  that  could  be  spared  from  Natchi- 
toches, with  all  possible  expedition.  He  told  me  that 
he  would  give  the  information  he  had  received,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  solicit  particular  in- 
structions for  his  government,  but  as  delay  might  prove 
ruinous,  he  would  pursue  the  course  before  suggested,  as 
the  only  means  in  his  power  to  save  the  country,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  President  could  be  known.  On  our  m:'.rch 
to  the  Sabine,  the  general  told  me  tliat  he  thought  his  pre- 
sence at  New  Orleans  at  as  earlv  a  period  as  possible,  was 
absolutelv  necessary,  and  that  the  moment  he  could  make 
terms  with  the  Spanish  commander,  he  would  set  out  for 
Uiat  place,  and  leave  me  to  bring  on  the  troops. 

(Signed)  T.  H.  GUSHING, 

Cut.  2d  Keg.  In.  and  Adjt.  and  Intp.  of  the  .''":, 

Natchitoches,  iVoD.  15,  1806. 

SWORN  to,  before  me,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
this  20th  day  of  May,  1807. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  POLLOCK, 

yustice  of  the  Peace  fur  the  Parish  of  Orltans 

It  will  be  obser%'ed  that  Burr's  letter  by  S  wartwout  reach- 
ed Wilkinson,  before  the  latter  had  adjusted  matters  with 
the  Spaniards;  and  that,  notwithstanding  appearances  jus- 
tified the  strongest  suspicion,  that  Burr  was  proceeiling 
contrarv  to  law,  yet  there  was  a  possibility  that  his  pro- 
ject against  the  Spaniards,  under  the  circumstances  ot  the 
time,  might  be  connived  at  by  the  government  oi  the 
United  States.  In  writing  tothe  President,  therefore,  on 
the  20th  of  October,  180j,  [No.  69.]  Wilkinson  rem?.rks, 
"  It  is  unknown  under  what  authority  this  enterpriz(.  has 
been  projected  ;  from  whence,  the  means  ot  its  support  is 
derived  ;  or  what  may  be  the  intentions  ol  its  leaders,  in 
relation  to  the  territory  of  Orleans  ;  but  it  is  bellied  thai 
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dron from  the  West  indies,  under  the  ostensible  com- 
'  niand  of  American  masters."  This  language  is  not  equi- 
vocal, although  it  has  been  sophisticated  by  quibbles  and 
diotortions,  unworthy  a  candid  mind  or  an  honest  man. 
Wilkinson  could  not  comprehend  that  an  individual  un- 
supported by  any  but  his  own  means,  would  undertake  to 
excite  a  rebellion  in  the  bowels  of  the  nation;  he  looked 
therefore,  to  the  protection  of  some  governmental  authori- 
ty, internal  or  external ;  and  Burr,  the  more  effectually  to 
beguile  him,  assured  him  of  British  co-operation.  Wil- 
kinson believed  Burr  to  be  the  agent,  not  the  author,  of  the 
plot ;  and  he  knew,  also,  that  he  possessed  no  indepen- 
dent means  of  his  own  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

In  another  letter  to  the  President,  of  the  21st  October, 
1806,  [See  appendix^  No.  70.]  the  perplexity  and  embar- 
rassment of  Wilkinson's  mind  is  strongly  pourtrayed  : 
'■^  It  is  my  desire  (szys  he)  to  avert  a  great  public  calami' 
ty,  and  not  to  mar  a  salutary  design;''^  that  is,  if  the  pro- 
ject be  opposed  to  government,  I  shall  resist  it ;  if  other- 
wise I  shall  not.  Again  he  emphatically  remarks, 
*'  I  have  never.,  in  my  xvhole  life,  found  myself  under  such 
circumstances  of  perplexity  and  embarrassment  as  at  pre- 
^ent  ,•  for  I  am  not  only  uninformed  of  the  prime  mover 
and  ultimate  objects  of  this  daring  enterprize,  but  am 
ignorant  of  the  foundation  on  which  it  rests,  of  the  means 
bij  which  it  is  supported,  and  whether  any  immediate  or 
collateral  protection  internal  or  external  is  expected." 
Here  again  we  have  a  striking  manifestation  of  Wilkin- 
son's doubts  and  anxiety.  He  could  not  consider  colonel 
Burr  *'  the  prime  mover"  of  the  enterprize,  nor  the 
"  foundation  on  which  it  rested  ;"and  the  ultimate  objects 
of  the  sinister  projects,  were  carefully  concealed  from 
him,  under  the  pretence  of  an  invasion  of  Mexico,  in  se- 
cret concert  with  the  British  marine  in  the  West  Indies; 
pretentions  equally  fallacious,  and  designed  to  bias  Wil- 
kinson, and  beguile  the  citizens  of  the  Ohio. 

'It  appears   that  a  sense  of  duty  prevailed  over  the 
strongest  impulses  of  affection,  backed  by  every  seduc-  j 
tive  artifice  cunning  could  devise  ;  Wilkinson  resolved  up-  | 
on  the  measures  to  be  adopted,  and  urged  them  with  un-  ' 
relaxed  vigor,  in  concerting   and  contriving  means  for  a 
resolute  resistance  of  the  conspirators.     Upon  the  receipt 
of  the  information  from  James  Lowry  Donaldson,  esquire, 
on  the  6th  of  November,  [/i/'/;f72fl'/;f,  No,  71.]  his  doubts 
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were   rcmovfd  ;   and  his   correspondence  with  the  Presi 
dent,  ironi  the  rJth  of  that  month  to  the  I  Jth  .April  1807 
[Attpendix,  As.  71  to  9().]  inclusive,  evinces  an  a'  ilvc  hi\r\\. 
t)   to  the  American  Union,  which  cannot  fail  to   i         ■ 
duialde  impression  in  (jeneral  Wilkinson's  favor  (ji  , 

mind  that  iS  not  abandoned  to  prejudice  or  lost  t:)  t.   .  ;  .r 
He    thus   throus  belore   the    world   his    nu;it  onu  ,,    .nj" 
thoughts  committed  to  paper  amidsi  dangers  and  p.      \  x,- 
jties :  and   it   will  be  dilhcult,   if  not   impossible, -t  .uiv 
person  to  resist  th.e  evidence  they  fuiuioh,  in  vinduaiion 
ol  the  general's  character,  irom   the   cloud  of  c:uu amies 
and  aspersions,  with  which  his  enemies  have  inccasuntiv 
labored  to  overwhelm   him   for   three   )  ears  past.      One 
letter  from  tlie    President,  bearing  date  the  3d  Februar\-, 
18or,  we  think  proper  to  separate  from  the  rest  aiu'  '  i  /•^t 
in  this  place,   because   it  puts    Wilkinson's  siiuati 
conduct  in  a  very  strong,  clear,  and   interesting  p 
view. 

Wasiii.sgton,  Fflruaru  3a.  laO', 
SIR, 

A  RETURNING  express  gives  me  an  oj^^or- 
tunit\-  of  acknowledging  the  rtceipt  of  your  letter-,,  of 
the  r2th  November,  9lh,  14th,  18th,  25th  and  •2C>\'  H. 
ccml)er,  and  '2nd  Januarx  ;  I  wrote  to  \  ou  Janu: 
and  through  Mr.  Briggs,  January  10th.  The  forn.>  i  .^4- 
ing  written  while  the  secretary  of  war  was  unablt  to  at- 
tend to  business,  gave  you  the  state  ot  the  informatida 
we  then  possessed  as  to  Burr's  conspirac)-  }  I  now  >  m  lo  ic 
you  a  message  containing  a  complete  history  of  i.  ro  n 
the  commencement  down  to  the  eve  of  his  dep.  '  :a  • 
from  Nashville,  and  two  subsequent  messages  shew<  d 
that  he  b'-gan  his  descent  of  tiie  Mississijjpi,  January  ls)t, 
with  10  boats  from  80  to  100  men  of  his  party,  iiavigu- 
^ed  bv  60  oarsmen  not  at  all  of  his  party.  This  I  think 
is  full)  the  force  with  which  he  will  be  able  to  meet  vowr 
gunlioats,  and  as  I  think  he  was  uninformed  of  year  pro- 
ceedings, and  could  not  get  the  information  till  he  would 
reach  Natchez,  I  am  in  hopes  that  before  this  dat<  he  is 
in  your  possession.  Although  we  at  no  time  bell'  ved  he 
could  carry  any  formidable  force  out  of  the  Ohio,  yet 
we  thought  it  safest  that  you  should  be  prepared  to  re- 
ceive him,  with  all  the  force  which  could  Ijc  assembled, 
and  with  that  view  our  orders  were  given  ;  and  tut  were 
pleasfd  to  ste  that  without  xvuiting  for  themy  you  adopted 
vol.  ii.  5 
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nearly  the  same  plan  yourself^  and  acted  on  it  with  promp' 
titud-  ;  the  difference  between  your's  and  our's,  proceed- 
ing from  your  expecting  an  attack  by  sea,  which  we  knew 
impossible  cither  by  England  or  bv  a  fleet  under  Trux- 
ton,  who  was  at  home,  or  by  our  own  navy  which  M^as  un- 
der our  own  eye.  Your  belief,  that  Burr  would  really 
descend  with  6  or  7000  men,  was  no  doubt  founded  in 
what  you  krew  of  the"  numbers  which  could  be  raised  in 
the  western  country,  for  an  expedition  to  Mexico,  under 
the  authority  oj  the  government ,-  but  you  probably  did  not 
calculate  that  the  want  of  that  authority,  would  take  from 
him  every  honest  man,  and  leave  him  only  the  despera- 
dos of  his  party,  w^hich  in  no  part  of  the  United  States 
can  ever  be  a  numerous  body.  In  approving  thertfore^  as 
we  do  approve  oj  the  deje7it,ive  operations  for  Neiv  Orleans y 
we  are  obliged  to  estimate  them  not  according  to  our  own 
view  oftne  danger^  but  to  place  ourselves  in  your  situation 
and  only  with  yo7ir  injormaiicn.  Your  sending  here  Swart- 
wout  and  Bollman,  and  adding  to  them  Burr,  Blanner- 
hasset  and  Tyler,  should  they  fall  into  your  hands,  will  be 
supported  by  the  public  opinion  ;  as  to  Alexander  w  ho  is 
arrived  and  Ogden  expected,  the  evidence  yet  received 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  commit  them.  I  hope  however 
you  will  not  extend  this  deportation  to  persons  against 
whom  there  is  only  suspicion,  or  shades  of  offence  not 
strongly  marked,  in  that  case  I  fear  the  public  senti- 
ment would  desert  you  ;  because  seeing  no  danger  here, 
violations  of  law  are  felt  with  strength.  I  have  thought 
it  just  to  give  you  these  views  of  the  sentiments  and  sen- 
sations here,  as  they  may  enlighten  your  path.  I  am 
thoroughly  sensible  of  the  painful  difficulties  of  your 
situation,  expecting  an  attack  from  an  overwhelming 
force,  unversed  in  law,  surrounded  by  suspected  persons, 
and  in  a  nation  tender  as  to  every  thing  infringing  liberty, 
and  especially  from  the  military.  You  have  doubtless 
seen  a  good  deal  of  malicious  insinuation  in  the  papers 
against  you,  this  of  course  begat  suspicion  and  distrust 
in  those  unacquainted  with  the  line  of  your  conduct,  we, 
who  knew  it,  have  not  failed  to  strengthen  the  public  con- 
fidence in  you,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  your  conduct  as 
now"  known,  has  placed  you  on  ground  extremely  favor- 
able with  the  public.  Burr  and  his  emissaries  found  it 
convenient  to  sow  a  distrust  in  your  mind  of  our  dispo- 
sitions towards  you,  but  be  assured  that  you  will  be  cor- 
dially supported  in  the  line  of  your  duties.     I  pray  you 
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to  send  me  B— .'s  original  letter,  communicated  tlirough 
liriggs  by  the  first  cuiirelv  safe  conve\  aiuc. 

Accept  mv  frienuly  salutations   ami   assurances  of  es- 
teem and  res]Hc  t. 

(Signed)  Til :  J  l.F FEKSOX. 

No  less  interesting  to  the  reader  will  !)e  the  annexed* 
authentic  summary,  of  the  progress  of  Burr's  machina- 

•  Extract  from  tie  i'raiident's  Message,  uf  the  22d  yamiary,  IH07. 

Some  time  in  the  latter  p:irt  of  Sei)tcinlKT,  I  received  intimations  that 
Jesigns  were  in  agitation  in  the  Western  country,  unlawful,  and  unfriendly 
to  the  peace  of  the  Union  ;  and  that  the  prime  mover  in  these,  was  Aaron 
Hiirr,  heretofore  distinguished  by  the  favor  of  his  country.  The  grounds 
of  these  intimations  being  mconclusive,  the  objects  unc-.Tiain,  and  the  li- 
delity  of  that  country  known  to  be  lirm,  ihc  only  measure  taken,  was  to 
urge  the  informants  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  gel  further  insight  into 
llio  designs  and  proceedings  of  the  suspected  persons,  and  to  communicate 
them  to  me. 

It  was  not  till  the  latter  part  of  October,  that  the  objects  of  the  conspi- 
racy began  to  be  p-.-rceived ;  but  still  so  blended,  a?id  involved  in  mystery, 
iliat  nothnig  distuict  could  be  singled  out  for  pursuit.  In  this  state  of  un- 
eertamty,  as  to  the  crime  conieniplaied,  the  acts  done,  and  the  legal  course 
to  be  pursued,  I  thought  it  best  to  send  to  the  scene,  where  these  things 
were  princij)ally  in  transaction,  a  person  in  whose  integrity,  unders'anding 
and  discretion,  entire  conlldcnce  coidd  be  reposed  ;  with  instructions  to  in- 
vestigate the  plots  going  on,  to  enter  into  conference  (for  which  he  had  suf- 
ficient credentials)  with  the  governors  and  all  other  olV.cers,  civil  and  mi- 
litary, and,  with  their  aid,  to  do  on  the  ^n>^  whatever  should  be  necessary 
to  discover  the  designs  of  the  consjiirators,  arrest  tlieir  means,  bring  their 
j)eroons  to  punishment,  and  to  call  out  the  torce  of  ihe  country  to  supjjress 
any  unlawful  enterpri/.e,  in  which  it  should  Le  found  they  were  engaged. 
By  this  time  it  was  known  that  many  boats  were  under  preparation,  stores 
of  provisions  collecnng,  and  an  unusual  number  of  suspicious  characters  in 
motion  on  the  Uhio,  and  its  waters.  Besides  disj)atcliing  the  conhdciitial 
agent  to  that  quarter,  orders  were,  at  the  sanve  tune,  sent  to  the  governors 
of  riic  Orleans  and  Mississijjpi  territories,  and  to  the  commanders  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces  there,  to  be  on  their  guard  against  surprise,  and  in 
constant  readiness  to  resist  any  enterj)rize  which  might  be  attempted  on  the 
vessels,  posts  or  otlier  objects  under  their  care  :  and  on  the  8th  of  NV  mem- 
ber, instructions  were  forwarded  to  general  Wilkinson,  to  hasten  an  ac- 
commodation with  the  Sjjanish  commandant  on  the  Sabine,  and  as  soon  as 
that  was  eHecsed,  to  fall  bacK  with  his  principal  force  to  the  hiiher  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  for  the  defence  of  the  interesting  points  on  that  r.ver. 
By  a  leitcr  received  from  that  oiiiccr  on  tlie  twenty-lifth  of  November,  but 
dated  October  twenty-tirst,  we  learnt  that  a  conndential  agent  of  Aaron 
Burr,  had  been  deputed  to  him,  with  communications,  parti  written  in  cy- 
pher, and  pardy  oral,  explaining  his  designs,  exaggerating  his  resouices, 
a.nd  making  such  oiters  of  emolument  ana  tommai.u,  to  engage  him  and  the 
armv  in  liis  unlawful  enterpnzcs,  as  he  nad  Watered  himselt  would  be  suc- 
ceistul.  '1'Ik-  general,  wuh  liie  honor  of  a  soldier,  and  naelc)  of  a  g  <od 
ciii/.cn,  immediately  dispaiclied  a  trusty  oificef  to  me,  with  inf  >rmatii.ii  of 
what  had  passed,  proceeoLCl  to  establish  such  an  ui.derstaiUiii.g  with  the 
Spanish  commandant  on  the  Sabi.ic,  as  perMiu.ed  h.m  to  v.;  aura  i'.  his  i  tcc 
acr>iiS  the  .Mississippi,  and  to  enter  on  measures  for  opposing  the  project- 
ed enierpri/.c. 
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dons,  and  the  means  he  employed  to  ensure  their  success. 
This  document  corroborates  the  observations  contained 
in  r.ne  preceding  letter  of  the  President ;  and,  under  the 
circumstances  by -which  he  was  surrounded,  justifies  the 

TliC  general's  letter,  which  came  to  hand  on  the  twenty -f.fth  of  Novem- 
ber, as  hai  been  mentioned,  and  some  other  information  received  a  few 
d-  >  •ar'.t'r.  when  brought  together,  developed  Burr's  general  designs,  dif- 
icixiu  parts  of  wliich,  only  had  been  revealed  to  dii.event  informants.  It 
appeared  that  he  contemplated  two  distinct  objects,  vrhich  might  be  carried 
on -either  jointly  or  separately,  and  eitl.er  t'ne  one  or  the  other  f.rst,  as  cir- 
cumstanceb  should  direct.  One  of  these  was  the  severance  of  the  Union 
of  these  states,  by  the  Allegany  mountains ;  the  other  an  attack  on  Mexico. 
A  triird  -^bject  was  provided,  merely  ostensible,  to  v^it :  the  settlement  of 
a  pretendeJ  purchase  of  a  tra.ct  of  country  on  the  Washita,  claimed  by  a 
baron  Basarp  This  was  f  serve  as  the  pretext  for  all  his  preparations, 
an  allurement  for  such  fcUowevi  ?-s  really  wished  to  acquiie  set  den. en  ts  in 
that  c^-.-itry,  and  a  cover  unrier  wh;ch  to  retreat  iii  z'ae  event  of  a  iinal  dis- 
comt.itire  of  both  brancnes  of  his  real  design. 

He  found  at  once  that  the  attachment  of  the  western  countrj'  to  the  pre- 
sent Union,  was  not  to  be  shaken ;  that  its  dissolution  could  not  be  eiiected 
with  the  ;nsent  of  iis  Lnhabicants,  and  that  his  resources  were  inadequate, 
as  yet,  to  efiect  it  by  fcrce  He  took  his  course  then  at  once,  determnied 
to  seize  en  New  Orleans,  plunder  the  bank  there,  possess  himself  cf  the 
military  and  naval  scores,  and  proceed  on  his  expedition  to  Mexicf  ;  and 
to  this  object  all  his  means  and  preparations  were  now  directed.  He  ccl- 
lecied  from  all  the  quarters  where  him.^elf  cr  his  agents  possessed  influence, 
all  the  ardent,  restless,  desperate  and  disaiiected  persons,  who  were  ready 
for  any  enierprize  analogoiis  to  their  characters.  He  seduced  gcrd  and 
well  meaning  citizens,  some  by  assurances  that  he  possessed  the  confidence 
of  the  government,  and  was  acting  under  i.s  secret  patrcnage;  a  pre-.ence 
wliich  procured  some  credit  from  tne  state  of  cur  aiMerences  with  Spam ; 
and  otliers  'y  oirers  of  land  in  iiastrop's  claim  on  the  \\  ashita. 

I  ..i>  '.V  =.-  the  state  of  my  information  of  his  proceedings,  about  the  last 
oi  Mo'.  •  -<  ,  ,| ;  at  which  time  therefore,  it  was  first  possible  to  take  specific 
rneasurti  •  meet  them.  'I'he  proclamation  of  November  27th,  two  days 
after  the  receipt  of  general  Wilkinson's  information,  was  new  issued  Or- 
ders were  dispatc'ned  to  every  interesting  point  on  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi, from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  for  the  employment  of  such  fcrce, 
eitl.er  of  the  regulars  or  of  the  m:Ltia,  and  of  such  proceedings  also  of  the 
civil  author  ..es,  as  might  enable  them  to  seize  on  ali  boats  and  stores  pro- 
vide for  tlic  enterpnze,  to  arrest  the  persons  concerned,  and  to  suppress 
eSectually  the  furiher  progress  of  the  e.neipn2e.  A  little  before  the  re- 
ceipt of  the; "  orders  in  the  state  cf  Ohio,  our  confidential  agent,  who  had 
be^-3  diligently  employed  in  investigating  the  conspirac;. ,  naa  acquired  suf- 
ficient  inton r.auon  to  open  himself  to  the  governor  of  thatsiaie,  and  to  ap- 
ply for  the  ir.ime-liate  exertion  of  the  authority  and  power  of  the  siate,  to 
crush  t'ne  co.-ibinaLion.  Governor  '1  iffin  and  the  legislature,  with  a  promp- 
titude,  aa  enLrgj'.and  patriotic  zeal,  which  entitle  tnem  to  a  distinguished 
place  in  the  ai;ection  oi  their  sister  states,  euecied  the  seizure  cf  aij  the 
boats,  prcivisi')  ,8,  and  other  preparations  within  their  reach  ;  and  thus  gave 
a  first  blow,  m.;:terially  disauLng  tne  enierprize  in  its  outset 

In  Kentucky,  a  premature  attempt  to  bring  burr  to  justice,  without  suf- 
ficient evidence  for  his  conviction,  had  producea  a  pojiular  impression  in 
Ki :  favor  and  a  general  d!SD*tlief  of  h  s  guilt.  This  gave  him  an  unfortu- 
;: ^  °  opportunity  of  hastening  his  equipments.     'I  he  arrival  of  the  procia- 


apprehensions  of  general  Wilkinson.  It  proves,  also,  liiat 
the  Presidciuiiil  proclamation,  of  the  '27lh  of  November, 
was  issued  on  the  second  dav  after  the  receipt  of  the  ge- 
neral's letter  of  the  21st  of  October,  to  which  it  may  be 
honestly  uscri!)Ld  ;  and  thus  it  apprars  that  the  death  Ulovf 
given  to  Bun's  plots  on  the  Ohio,  was  founded  on  Wil- 
kinson's information  to  th'-  executive  ;  whilst  he  was,  at 
the  same  time,  straininj^  everv  nerve,  to  lie  prepared  for 
the  recejnion  of  ilw  traitor  on  the  Mississippi:  and  how- 
ever tlie  i^niorant,  the  invidious,  and  tlie  prejudiced  may 

mation  an.',  onlcrs,  ami  tlic  applicatio!!  and  infornv-itKin  of  our  confidiMiiial 
ajjtriit,  at  li-ngili  awaki-iicd  the  authjritics  ot"  liiat  state  to  the  truth,  and 
then  pnxluted  the  same  promjititiKle  and  energy,  of  which  the  neiphhoring; 
state  hail  set  the  example.  Under  an  act  of  their  legiblatiire,  of  December 
twenty-third,  militia  was  instauvly  ordered  to  dilV<.rent  important  points, 
and  measures  tai<eii  for  doing  whatever  could  yet  be  done.  Some  Ijoats 
(accounts  vary,  from  five  to  double  or  treble  that  number)  and  jx:rsons 
(ditJerenily  estimated,  from  one  to  tlirce  humlred)  had,  ni  the  mean  time, 
pasbkd  the  falls  of  Oiiio,  to  rendezvous  at  the  mouth  of  CumbcrUnd,  with 
others  expccud  down  that  river. 

Not  aj)prized,  till  very  late,  that  any  boats  were  building  on  Cumberland, 
the  ert'ect  of  the  jiroclamation  had  been  trusted  to,  for  some  time,  in  the 
state  of  Tennessee  ;  but  on  the  niueteenth  of  December,  similar  communi- 
caiions  and  instructions,  with  'hose  to  the  neighboring  sta'es,  were  dis- 
]).i:ched,  by  e.\prcss,  to  the  governor,  and  a  general  officer  of  t!ie  western 
division  of  the  siate  ;  and  on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  our  con.Sd>n- 
tial  agent  left  Frankfort  f  >r  Nashville,  to  put  into  activity  the  means  of 
that  state  also.  But  by  information  received  yesterday,  I  learn  that  on  the 
twenty-second  of  December,  Mr.  Burr  descended  the  Cumberland,  with 
two  boats,  merely  of  acconrnxlation,  carrying  from  that  state  no  quota  to- 
wards his  unlawful  entcrprize.  Whether  after  the  arrival  of  the  procla- 
mation, of  the  orders,  or  of  our  agent,  any  e.\;.Ttion  which  could  be  maJf 
b\  thar  itate,  or  the  orders  of  the  governor  ol  Kentucky  forcaltm'^  out  the 
mill  la  at  the  mouih  of  Cu'nb.rland,  would  be  in  time  to  arrest  these  boats, 
and  tnose  from  the  falls  of  Ohio,  is  still  doubtful. 

On  'lie  whole,  the  fugitives  from  the  Ohi  >,  with  their  associates  from 
Cumbeiland,  or  any  other  place  in  that  quarter, cannot  threaten  seriouj  dan- 
ger to  ihe  city  of  New  Orleans. 

By  the  same  e.'cpress,  of  December  19th,  orders  were  sent  to  the  go- 
vernors tif  Orleans  and  Mississippi,  supijlemeiuary  to  those  which  had 
been  given  on  the  2  jth  of  November,  to  h  id  the  militia  of  their  territories 
in  readiness  to  co  operate  for  iheir  defence,  w  ith  the  regular  troops  and 
armed  vessels,  then  under  command  of  general  Wilkinson.  Grcai  alarm 
indeeil  was  e.ccited  at  New  Orleans,  by  the  exaggerated  accoun-.s  of  Mr. 
Burr,  'I.'  .Cininated  through  his  emissaries,  of  the  armies  and  navies  lie  wa« 
to  asse.nine  there  General  Wilkinson  had  arrived  tlvre  himself  on  the 
24:!i  >f  i>i)ve  Tiber,  and  had  iminsJiately  put  into  activity  the  resources  of 
the  place,  for  t!ie  purpose  of  if.  d  trence  ;  and  on  the  10th  of  Dectn.u.r,  he 
was  J oi.icd  by  his  troops  from  the  Sabine  Great  ::.;al  was  shewn  b;  the 
inhaDitan  s  generall;  ;  the  mi.-c:»a!'.ts  of  the  plttce  r -adily  agreeing  to  the 
most  laudable  exeriioiis  a. id  sicritlces  for  manning  the  armed  vessels  with 
tiicir  seiiiieii  ;  and  the  j:h>';'  citizens  manifesting  uneijuivocal  lidelity  to 
the  Union,  and  a  spirit  oi  determined  resistance  to  their  cx|>ected  assail- 
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laugh  at  the  danger  after  it  has  passed,  spectators  at  the 
sccner  of  defection,  willacknowltrdge,  and  evidence  might 
be  brought  to  sustain  the  fact,  that  if  this  proclamation 
had  bt-en  suspended  two  weeks  longer.  Burr  would  have 
ir.cved  with  six  or  eight  hundred  men,  and  with  this  force 
increasing  in  its  progress,  and  reinforced  by  more  than 
one  thousand  of  his  associates,  in  the  Mississippi  territo- 
ry and  New  Orleans,  he  could  have  used  the  slaves  at  his 
discretion,  and  the  mischiefs  to  be  apprehended,  v  ruld 
have  been  co  extensive  with  his  desperation.  Burrjs 
strength  in  the  Mississippi  territory,*  and  at  New  Or- 
leans, (in  which  last  place  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  per- 
fions,  generally  young  men,  without  visible  occupation, 

~  7tc  Report  of  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Smith,  of  the  Ujiited  States'  Artilleristi, 
given  at  New  Orleans,  [fanuary,  1807. 

As  1  passed  through  the  Choctaw  nation  I  was  overtaken  by  colonel 
M'Kee,  who  informed  me  he  set  out  for  the  Chickasaw  Blufls;  that  on  his 
way  be  was  astonished  to  tind  an  express  under  the  pay  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  letter  from  colonel  Burr  to  himself,  with  orders  to  gc  to  him 
wherirverhe  might  be  and  deliver  it ;  he  als;  mentioned  his  having  a  letter 
for  the  secretary  of  war.  The  colonel  appeared  desirous  to  reach  Bruins- 
hurgh  as  soon  as  possible,  and  mentioned  that  he  expected  to  see  c  lonel 
Burr.  He,  while  conversing  with  ire,  apj)eared  to  be  at  a  loss,  what  ci'uld 
be  his  (Burr's)  object.  He  expressed  surprise  at  the  story's  gaining  be- 
lief, that  he  intended  to  plunder  >ie\\  Orlean  and  gave  as  a  reason,  that 
he  did  not  think  there  were  men  so  abandoned  in  the  United  States  as  to 
attempt  it.  When  we  arrived  at  Gibson's  port,  the  colonel  lei't  me  to  go  to 
Br..insburgh,  near  which  place  colonel  Burr  ihenlay.  Colonel  Wooldridge, 
commanding  otticer  of  the  county,  informed  me  that  a  nuiriber  of  persons 
from  the  neighbourhood  had  called  to  see  colonel  Burr  as  soon  as  his  arri- 
val was  announced,  and  that  he  tcld  so  plaiitible  a  stcr) ,  that  they  return- 
ed, being  much  pleased  with  him  ;  he  was  ordered  by  Mr  Mead  to  march 
the  whole  force  of  the  country  down  to  where  colonel  Burr's  boats  then 
5ay,  and  make  him  a  prisoner;  he  was  astonished  to  tind  that  only  thirty- 
five  men  would  turn  out  on  the  occasion.  1  saw  a  number  of  militia  on  my 
way  tlirough  the  upjjer  counties  of  the  Mississipp  iterritory  ;  the  greater 
p3Tt  of  those  with  whom  I  conversed  declared  they  wished  colonel  Burr's 
plans  might  take  efiect,  and  declared  if  he  was  only  at  Baton  Kcuge  Uiey 
would  join  him.  Colonel  Woolaridge  informed  me  that  Burr  had,  in  a  con- 
versation with  him,  declared  his  intention  was  to  take  the  Floridas  and  not 
New  Orleans,  as  had  been  represenied  by  general  Wilkinson. 

I  learnt,  while  in  Natchez,  that  colonel  Burr  had,  through  colonel  Fitzpa- 
trick,  proposed  to  Mr.  Mead  to  give  himself  up  to  the  civil  authority,  pro- 
vided he  could  have  a  trial  in  the  territory  He  declared  that  sooner  than 
be  delivered  to  general  WilKinson,  or  sent  round  to  W  ashingion  cit)  for 
trial,  he  would  defend  him  ..;  while  he  had  a  man  living.  It  was  further 
understood  that  if  colonel  B.ir,  could  not  convince  Mr.  Mead,  that  his  in- 
t;ntions  or  plans  were  not  i.  mical  to  the  government,  he  was  to  be  placed 
'n  the  same  situation  as  wher.  he  gave  himself  up. 

(Signed)  T.  A.  SMITH 


39 


were  assembled  at  the  time,)  may  he  best  determined  by 
licuu-nant  Smith's  ccrtilicatc  aiul  the  violence  and  viru- 
len.  e,  with  which  Wilkinson  was  al)uscd  at  the  period, 
and  the  spirit  ol  persecution  with  which  he  has  beea 
since  pursued. 

Among  the  numerous  proofs  we  possess,  that  W'lkin- 
3on  was  not  connectetl  with  IJurr,  it  is  not  the  li-ast  con- 
chisive,  that  the  colonel  should  have  resorted  to  the  Oua- 
chita project,  not  onl)  as '*  a  pretext  to  all  his  prej)ara- 
"tions  and  a  lure  to  the  ignorant,"  hut  as  a  gr(;und  of 
exculpation  m  case  of  the  failure  cf  his  enterpnzc  ;  for 
it  IJurr  had  been  assured  of  Wilkinson's  co-operation, 
th  •  pains  which  it  has  appeared  he  took,  to  give  plausi- 
bilitv  and  consistency  to  the  Ouachita  fiction,  would  have 
been  unnecessary,  because,  the  armv  with  him,  and  his 
success  against  New  Orleans  was  infallible,  with  or  with- 
out auxiliaries  from  above. 

Still  further  to  stengthen  the  vindication  of  general 
Wilki'ison,  the  subjoined  instructions  under  date  ol  2"th 
Novemlier,  1806,  from  the  war  department,  are  introdu- 
ced ;  they  will  be  found  to  correspond  with  the  ener- 
getic course  pursued  by  Wilkinson  at  New  Orleans  ; 
and  this  conduct  was  so  much  the  more  honorable  to  him 
that,  being  left  many  months  without  a  syllable  of  or- 
ders cr  instructions  from  his  government,  he  acted  on  his 
own  judgment  and  discretion,  and  anticipated  the  views 
of  the  executive  whom  he  was  bound  to  obey. 

War  Departmcnt,  November  27lh^  1805. 
SIR, 

YOU  will  please  to  direct  the  stations  of  the 
armed  vessels  in  the  .Mississii)pi  and  lake  Pontchartrain, 
in  such  manner  as  you  mav  judge  most  advantageous  un- 
der existing  circumstances  :  and  if  your  arrangements 
with  the  Spaniards  will  permit  you  to  withdraw  from  the 
frontier  with  some  part  of  the  troops,  you  will  please  to 
take  post  at  such  places  and  dispose  of  the  troops  in  such 
manner,  as  will  most  effectually  intercept  and  prevent 
any  unlawful  enterprize,  either  on  New  Orleans  or  else- 
where, and  at  all  events,  you  will  use  every  exertion  in 
your  power  to  frustrate  and  effectually  prevent  any  enter- 
prize, which  has  for  its  objecis,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
hostile  act  on  any  part  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  the  territories  of  the  king  of  Spain. 
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I  have  agreed  with  the  French  muiister  for  the  brass 
ordnance  at  New  Orleans,  belonging  to  France,  and  ex- 
pect by  the  next  mail  to  forward  an  order  for  its  delivery 
with  the  apparatus  belonging  to  it. 

Any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  found  in  or  about 
your  camp  or  post,  with  evident  intention  of  sounding  ei- 
ther officer  or  soldier,  with  a  view  to  an  unlawful  expedi- 
tion, should  be  arrested,  and,  if  not  amenable  to  military 
law,  be  delivered  over  to  the  civil  authority,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  the  law  duects,  particularly  the  law  for  punish- 
ing any  persons  who  shall  be  concerned,  in  an  y  manner,, 
in  providing,  aiding  or  assisting,  in  any  enterprize  against 
a  foreign  power,  with  whom  the  United  Strtcs  are  not  at 
war ;  and  at  present  any  enterprize,  contemplated  or  fit- 
ting out  against  any  part  of  the  territory  of  che  king  of 
Spain,  comes  fully  v/ithin  the  provisions  of  said  law. 

Before  this  reaches,  you  will  undoubtedly  have  receiv- 
ed my  despatches  of  the  8th  and  10th  instant. 

I  hope  you  have  convinced  the  Spanish  governor,  that, 
with  the  most  pacific  dispositions  on  our  part,  we  never- 
theless cannot  tamely  brook  violations  of  our  territorial 
rights  ;  and  that  you  will  be  at  leisure  to  oppose  any 
wild  and  extravagant  enterprizes  from  our  own  citizens. 

It  has  been  thought  too  late  to  attempt  any  new  esta- 
blishments, for  impeding  the  progress  of  any  adventurers 
down  the  Mississippi  ;  but  orders  have  been  given  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  our  different  posts,  from  Pitts- 
burg to  New  Orleans,  and  measures  taken  for  seizing  any 
vessels  or  l)oats  that  may  be  on  the  Ohio,  in  pursuance  of 
the  President's  proclamation. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  colonel  Burr  is  generally 
considered  at  the  head  ;  but  his  real  object  has  been  so 
covered,  as  to  prevent  any  conclusive  evidence  of  his  ul- 
timate views.  Your  name  has  very  frequently  been  asso- 
ciated v/ith  Burr,  Dayton  aud  others  ;  and  the  new  edition 
of  the  Old  Stories,  lately  published  in  Kentucky,  served 
to  increase  the  suspicions  now  in  circulation. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  Sir,  your  obedient  servt, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  herewith  is  the  President's  procla- 
mation to  which  you  will  please  to  give  due  attention. 

GEN.  J.  WILKINSON. 
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Another  letter  from  the  secretary  of  War,  of  tllst 
January,  1807,  will  serve  as  au  illustration  of  the  entire 
harmony,  and  accord  in  printi|)le  anil  :iction,  l)et\vien  the 
executive  of  the  Uniletl  States  at  Washington  ami  gene- 
ral Wilkinson  at  New  Orleans: 

War  DiJ'ARTMrNT,  Jan.  2\st,  18C7. 

SIR, 

YOUR  despatches  by  Mr.  B of  the  14ih 

of  November,  did  not  reach  this  place  until  the  'J9ih  of 
December.    Your   cinninunications  by  water   under   the 

care  of  Air.  1) were  reci  ived  on  the   12th  instant. 

Previous  to  the  date  of  your  despatches  on  the  yth  ultimo, 
you  ought  to  have  received  my  letters  of  the  8th  of  No- 
vember, which  were  forwarded  by  both  routes,  with  such 
arrap.gements  as  I  presumed  would  ensure  their  arrival  at 
Natchitoches,  by  the  last  day  of  November,  at  farthest. 

My  letters  l)y  lieutenant  S of  the   2rth   November, 

(and  by  express  of  the  20lh  ultimo,  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  New  Orleans.)  will  have  arrived  before  this 
time  ;  the  President's  letter  of  tlie  3d  instant  will  also  be 
received  before  this  reaches  you,  by  which  )ou  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  general  oudincs  of  the  state  of  things  on 
the  western  waters,  and  of  some  of  the  deceptions  prac- 
tised by  Burr  and  his  creatures,  to  encourage  the  recruit- 
ing service.  There  is  reason  for  believing,  that  he  ijegan 
his  operations  by  stating  to  a  few  of  his  second  grade 
agents,  that  he  had  already  engaged,  not  only  his  princi- 
pal officers,  but  a  large  body  of  subordinate  characters. 
Your  nanie  was  on  all  occasions  placed  next  to  Burr's,  by 
himseli,  and  by  many  of  his  agents  and  abettors. 

harly  in  September,  the  active  ojjerations  commenced 
at  several  points.  Comfort  Tyler,  of  the  interior  of  New- 
York,  undertook  by  contract  to  furnish  §40,000  worth 
provisions,  to  be  deli\ered  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Ohio,  in  November. 

A  Mr.  Blennerhasset,  near  Marietta,  began  to  operate 
immediately  after  Burr  had  reached  Ohio  in  September. 
BocUs  were  contracted  for  on  the  Muskingum,  auJ  at  the 
mouth  of  Beaver.  Kiln  dried  Indian  moal,  pork,  beef 
and  whiskey  were  collecting,  at  various  points  on  the  up- 
per waiers  of  the  Ohio.  Hurr  descended  dirough  the 
state  el  Ohio,  and  passed  into  Kcntuckv,  and  soon  after 

vol.  ii.  6  - 
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appeared  at  Nashville ;  thence  returned  to  Kentucky^ 
where  susr.iri'^uis  had  now  risen  with  some  force,  and  pro- 
duced the  farce,  of  which  you  have  undoubtedly  been  in- 
formed, i  liijie  who  gave  the  earliest  information,  con- 
sidered the  separation  of  the  western  states  as  his  primary 
object,  which  was  to  be  veiled  under  the  pretext  of  taking 
possession  of,  and  settling  on,  baron  Bastrop's  lands,  on 
the  Ouchita:  But  as  all  political  parties  appeared  equal- 
ly opposed  to  a  separation  of  the  Union  ;  it  became  neces- 
sary to  progress  a  step  farther,  in  the  development  cf 
the  gi-eat  project ;  an  attack  on  Mexico  and  a  revolution 
of  that  country  v/as  intimated  ;  but  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as 
the  proper  time  arrived  for  an  open  declaration,  on  the 
part  of  the  executive.  Many  honest  individuals  vv^ere 
undoubtedly  deceived  into  a  belief,  that  they  were  to  act 
under  the  authority  of  the  government.  You  were  to  be 
first  or  second  in  command  by  land,  and  Truxton  to  com- 
mand by  water;  honor,  glory  and  riches  awaited  every 
individual,  who  would  thus  engage  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  Many  honest  and  respectable  men,  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  kept  the  executive  infoi-med, 
from  time  to  time,  of  the  general  movements  ;  and  meas- 
ures of  precaution  were  taken.  When  your  despatches 
anived,  additional  measures  were  immediately  pursued 
for  rendering  the  enterprize  abortive.  Captain  Stoddai'd 
with  130  recruits  had  been  ordered  to  the  arsenal  at  New- 
port on  the  Ohio,  and  to  remain  there  until  further  orders. 
The  commanding  oiHcers  of  the  several  posts  on  the  Ohio 
and  fviississippi,  had  been  ordered  to  stop  and  examine 
all  suspicious  boats  and  persons,  and  when,  on  examination, 
there  was  reason  to  suspect  any  improper  intentions,  to 
detain  the  whole  and  to  deliver  over  the  persons  to  civil 
authority.  Through  the  monllis  of  September,  October, 
and  November,  a  deep  silence  so  far  pervaded  the  Vv^esteni 
states,  that  no  information  was  received  from  any  public 
character ;  and  when  the  members  of  Congress  arrived 
from  those  states  they  were  almost  all,  without  excep- 
tion, of  opinion  that  the  executive  had  been  deceived  by 
grcundLss  suspicions  ;  and  that  no  cause  for  alarm  exist- 
ed. The  executive  however  possessed  such  information, 
as  prevented  those  opinions  from  producing  any  relaxation 
cf  measures.  The  beats  on  the  Muskingum  were  seized 
b\  order  of  the  government  of  Ohio,  a  day  or  two  before 
the  orders  from  the  President  reached  them  with  hb  proc- 


43 


lamatlon.  Tvkr  and  Blinnerhasstt  with  40  or  50  nua 
had  rendezvoused  al  the  ishmd  on  uh'uh  the  hmer  Hved. 
They  received  information  lime  enough  to  make  their 
escape,  (leneral  Jackson  ot"  Nashville,  who  has  heen  by 
Hurr's  emissaries  very  iVequently  mentioned,  :'.s  having 
engas^cd  in  the  project  with  two  regiiueiits,  is  ne\  ertheless 
conlided  in,  and  has  orders  to  secure  all  boats,  provisions 
or  persons  which  may  appear  to  be  destined  lor  the  con- 
spirac)-. 

I'rom  a  careful  consideration  and  estimate  of  the  num- 
l)crs  which  have  descended  the  Ohio,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  they  do  not  exceed  three  hundred,  excluf-ivc 
of  such  as  may  it)in  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cumber- 
land, from  the  lower  part  of  Kentucky  and  from  'I'ennes- 
-see.  And  from  such  accoimts  as  are  considered  most 
authentic,  it  is  not  believed  that  the  total  number  will 
amount  to  GOO  men,  unless  augmented  by  the  citizens  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  Orleans  territories. 

Caj)tain  Truxton  has  communicated  to  the  executive 
\  er\-  fullv,  the  several  conferences  liurr  had  with  him  ; 
and  of  his  sincerity  and  integrity  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
Eaton  has  been  ex]ilicit,  and  has  stated,  under  his  h.md, 
the  communications  and  ofters  of  Burr  to  him  in  the 
course  of  last  winter  at  this  place.  Burr  assured  him 
that  vou  were  to  have  the  immediate  command  under 
himself.  Eaton  was  offered  a  general's  commission  ; 
Truxton  was  offered  the  rank  of  an  admiral. 

It  is  believed  the  only  retreat  remaining  for  Burr,  is 
to  transfer  his  project  to  the  seldement  of  Bastrop's 
land.  His  last  effort  appears  to  have  been  an  attempt 
to  induce  a  belief,  that  the  President's  proclamation  had 
been  prematurely  issued  ;  that  it  was  not  to  have  been 
sent  out,  until  the  expedition  had  advanced  too  lar  to 
be  affected  by  it. 

Although  the  foregoing  representation  of  the  state  of 
things  is  believed  to  be  correct,  and  of  course  that  little  is 
to  be  feared  from  the  force  of  the  conspirators,  it  is  not 
intended  to  induce  you  to  be  less  vigilant,  in  guarding  a- 
gainst  all  possible  events  ;  it  may  however  have  a  tendency 
to  quiet  the  citizens,  who  have  beeen  alarmed  for  the 
safety  of  their  families  and  property,  anil  prevent  any 
extensive  temporary  arrangements  tor  defending  the  city 
of  New  Orleans. 

It  is  rather  to  be  desired,  than  feared,  that  the  conspi- 
rators should  so  far  commit  themselves  as  to  leave  no 
possible  doubt  of  their  real  intentions. 


44 


Your  despaches  by  lieutenant  Wilson,  via.  Charleston 
have  been  received  ;  and  measures  taken  relative  to 
Boll  man  and  Swartwout.  The  latter  has  not  yet  been 
heard  of,  but  we  expect  the  vessel  hourly. 

Our  latest  accounts,  (up  to  the  1st,  of  this  month)  con- 
firm  the  belief  that  Burr's  force  cannot  exceed  four  hun- 
dre  d  ;  and  it  must  be  presumed  that  he  cannot  be  mad 
enough  to  make  any  hostile  attempt  with  such  a  force, 
but  still  I  would  not  advise  you  to   relax  your  vigilance. 

Burr  was  probably  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cum- 
berland, with  his  whole  force,  about  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember. 

Eaton  is  now  here,  and  making  a  full  discovery  of 
all  that  passed  between  him  and  Burr  last  winter.  Some 
bolder  strokes,  than  had  before  been  suggested,  are  now 
detailed. 

By  a  letter  just  received  from  general  Jackson,  of 
Nashville,  I  am  informed  that  colonel  Burr  left  that 
place  on  the  22nd  ult.;  (with  hardly  men  enough  to  row 
his  boats,)  that  he  met  Tyler  and  Blennerhasset  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Cumberland,  and  that  the  number  of  their 
men  was  small  ;  what  their  intentions  were  was  not 
known. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  Sir,  your  obt.  servt. 
H.  DEARBORN. 
General  ycnnes  Wilkinson. 

It  is  deemed  advisable  to  annex  in  the  appendix,  \_Noi'. 
91,  jnd  92.]  two  letters  addressed  by  general  Wilkinson 
to  governor  Claiborne,  of  October  18th  1806,  and  March 
3d,  1807,  expressive  of  the  general's  feelings,  at  the  date 
of  them.  "'- I  consider  the  times  eventful,  {s(iy.<,  Wilkin- 
son)  and  therejore^  must  pray  of  you  to  be  ready  for  of' 
fence  as  well  as  dtfence  ;  you  cannot  he  too  alert  and  vigi- 
lant.^'' This  expressioa,  delivered  to  governor  Claiborne 
a  few  days  after  Swartwout's  arrival  at  Natchitoches,  es- 
tablishes the  seasonable  caution  given  by  Wilkinson  to 
the  governor,  and  will  silence  several  bold  assertions  in 
that  respect.  We  think  proper  at  this  stage  of  our  exami- 
nation, to  introduce  the  plain,  unadorned  narrative*  of  co- 
lonel Walter  Burling,  whose  patriotism  and  integrity  no 

*  Colonel  Burling^s  Deposition. 

At  the  request  of  general  Wilkinson,  I  have  drawn  up  the  following 
plain  statement  of  such  facts  as  came  within  my  knowledge  relative  to  his 
conduct,  during  the  expedition  to  the  Sabine  : 
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brealh  has  ever  dared  to  sullv  ;  whose  nct'ions  were  rec^ila- 
ted  l)V  no  common  standard  ot'  honor;  whost-  di^iiiiv  ul 
character  comnuuidcd  respect  Irom  all  ;  and  whose  botial 
virtues  endeared   liim   to  every   honoral)Ur  breast. 

Immediately  utter  I  was  informed  of  general  Wilkinson's  arrival  at  Nat- 
ila/,  in  llie  autumn  of  1K()6,  I  waited  upon  liim  merely  to  exiiri-ss  my  re- 
gard for  a  valued  uKiuaintance,  and  my  re.sjR-it  for  an  olfiterof  ruoK.  I  .aw 
Jiim  but  two  or  ilinc  times.  At  one  interview,  he  expressed  a  wish  that 
1  should  accompany  him,  or  come  on  with  the  miliiia,  whicl*  were  to  be 
ordered  to  Natchitoches.  I  did  not  positively  promise  him  tha'  1  would, 
but  I  was  induced, by  circumstances  which  had  no  relation  t(<  him,  to  ride 
as  a  Volunteer  in  captain  tartar's  troop,  one  of  the  crps  ortloied  from  tliis 
territory,  to  oppose  tlie  aggressions  of  the  Spaniards  in  Louisiana.  1 
thiiiK  the  troop  reached  Natchitoches  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  or  15th 
October. 

Before  we  dismounted,  I  was  directed  by  captain  Farrar,  who  had  re- 
turned from  making  his  report,  to  wait  upon  the  general.  I  acconlingly 
repaired  to  head  quarters,  ami  was  received  by  him  with  great  conliulii'y  ; 
observing  thai  1  wa..  fatigued  and  indisposed,  he  proposed  that  I  slumld 
rep'se  an  hour  or  two,  and  that  when  1  should  be  refreshed,  he  wislicd  to 
have  some  conversation  with  me,  giving  me  V'  understand  that  it  w mid 
be  interesting.  I  do  not  recollect,  whether  tf  was  on  the  evening  of  that 
day  or  the  nc.\t  mornir.g,  that  the  general  communicated  to  me  the  infor- 
mation he  had  obtained,  rc-j)ecting  the  views  of  Mr.  Burr.  After  havmg 
explained  to  me  the  general  objects  which  Mr.  Hurr  proposed  to  attain,  he 
spoke  of  what  he  (Mr.  Burr)  calculated  upon  as  his  means.  Among  others, 
was  the  exj)ccted  support  of  general  Wilkinson,  and  through  his  inriuence, 
that  of  the  majority  of  the  f  )rce  under  his  command.  General  Wilkinson 
observed  to  me,  that  Mr.  Burr's  expedition  was  pointed  against  Mexico; 
that  Mr.  Burr  had  reason  to  expect  important  auxiliaries  in  that  country  ; 
and  that  he  had  held  out  great  oners  to  him,  such  as  the  second  in  com- 
mand, Ike. 

Without  expressing  an  opinion  himself,  respecting  this  scheme  of  Mr. 
Burr's,  he  desired  me  to  give  him  mine,  as  to  the  measures  he  ought  to 
pursue.  Although  1  should  have  felt  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  at  the 
moment,  what  1  conceived  to  be  his  duty,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  wave  an 
immediate  reply,  and  therefore  observed  to  the  general,  that  the  question 
was  of  such  importance,  and  took  me  so  entirely  unj^rejiared,  that  1  must 
demand  until  the  next  morning  to  give  my  answer.  I  accordingly  waited 
on  him  the  next  morning,  prepared  to  give  my  <>pinion ;  but  without  wait- 
ing for  it,  he  told  me  he  had  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  stejjs  proper  to  be 
taken.  That  his  orders  were  peremptory,  to  take  possession  of  the  country, 
between  the  Arroya  Honda  and  the  Sabine,  and  that  although  he  felt  the 
importance  of  using  the  most  prompt  and  eflicacious  means  to  save  New 
Orleans  from  Mr.  Burr;  )ef  he  could  not  take  upon  himself  to  disiiense 
with  the  execution  of  tlic  pointed  orders  he  had  received.  He  had  no  hojie 
of  receiving  fresh  instructions  from  the  government  in  time  to  oppose  Mr. 
Burr  withetVect;  he  must,  therefore,  take  great  responsibility  on  hinibelf; 
but  expressed  his  hope  and  belief,  that  the  extraordinary  circumstances  in 
which  he  was  placed,  and  the  importance  of  the  object,  would  justify  him 
to  the  goveniment  and  the  country.  His  plan  was  lo  push  on  his  troops 
as  fast  as  jiossible  to  the  Sabine,  to  fight  the  Spaniauls  if  they  oppo.sed  liis 
march;  but,  if  possible,  to  eiiect  an  honorable  accommodation  with  them, 
and  hasten  with  all  possible  expedition  to  New  Orleans,  in  order  to  save 
that  city,  provided  he  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  arrive  there  before 
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We  leave  these  dry  details,  however  interesting  in 
historical  narrative,  to  indulge  a  few  reflections  on  the 
facts  they  develop.  We  find  general  Wilkinson,  in  the 
dawn  of  the  conspiracy,  without  awaiting  the  orders  of 

Mr.  Burr.  In  the  mean  time,  he  sent  orders  to  the  officer  commanding 
at  that  place,  to  put  it  in  the  best  possible  state  of  defence  that  his  means 
and  the  ihortness  of  the  time  would  oermit,  wrthout  explaining  to  him  the 
cause  which  rendered  this  measure  necessary.  In  conformity  with  this  de- 
cision, as  soon  as  tlie  means  of  transportation  could  be  procured,  and  bther 
necessary  arrangements  effected,  the  troops  moved  fromNatchitoches,  com- 
manded by  the  general  in  person,  whom,  at  his  request,  I  acc<  mnanied  as 
an  aid-de-camp.  It  being  well  ascertained  on  our  march,  that  tbe  Spanish 
commander  had  withdrawn  his  troops  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Saliine, 
some  little  difference  of  opinion  arose  at  head  quarters,  respecting  the  ne- 
cessity of  proceeding  further.  It  was  stated,  that  \ve  had  as  completely 
taken  possession  of  the  country  in  dispute  by  one  day's  march  across  the 
Arroya  Honda,  as  we  should  do  by  proceeding  to  the  Sabine  ;  more  espe- 
cially as  the  Spaniards  had  abandoned  the  contested  ground,  aud  withdrawn 
themselves  to  their  undisputed  limits.  It  was  contended  on  the  other  part, 
that  unless  we  went  to  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  claimed  by  us,  we  did 
nothhig  ;  that  the  Spaniards  had  taken  possession  of  the  country  with  a 
large  force,  and  had  only  withdrawn  for  their  own  convenience,  without 
having,  in  the  smallest  degree,  acknowledged  our  claim ;  but  that  on  the 
contrary,  they  still  continued  to  urge  their  pretensions,  and  expressed  their 
determination  to  enforce  them ;  that  the  moment  our  troops  were  witli- 
drawn,  they  would  again  take  possession  and  establislr  such  posts  as  they 
should  deem  necessary  for  keeping  it.  This  was  the  general's  opinion, 
and  we  accordingly  pressed  our  march,  as  fast  as  the  state  of  the  roads  and 
means  of  transport  would  permit. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  when  within  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  miles  of  the  Sabine,  general  Wilkinson  directed  me  to  repair  to  the 
Spanisli  camp,  with  a  letter  to  governor  Cordero,  (whom  we  understood 
to  be  the  commanding  officer  on  that  frontier)  together  with  a  copy  to  be 
left  v.iih  colonel  Herrera,  the  officer  who  commanded  on  the  Sabine.  I 
was  directed  to  proceed,  if  I  was  permitted,  to  Nacogdoches,  and  after  hav- 
ing delivered  my  despatches  to  governor  Cordero,  to  use  every  argument  I 
could,  with  propriety  suggest,  to  induce  his  acquiescence  with  the  general's 
pro])osals.  On  my  route  to  the  Sabine,  I  met  a  Spanish  officer  who  was 
the  bearer  of  despatclies  from  the  governor  general  Salcedo  to  general  Wil- 
kinson. I  despatched  one  of  the  escort  which  accompanied  me  to  the  ge- 
neral for  fresh  instructions  if  he  had  any,  inconsequence  of  the  communi- 
cations from  governor  Salcedo.  He  rejoined  me  that  night  with  a  letter 
from  the  general,  directing  me  to  proceed  and  do  the  best  I  could  with  Cor- 
dero, as  Salcedo's  letter  said  nothing,  which  I  would  perceive  by  a  copy 
of  the  translation  which  lie  enclosed  to  me. 

1  accordingly,  next  morning,  ])resented  myself  at  the  Spanish  out-post, 
and  after  a  little  delay,  was  conducted  to  the  quarters  of  the  second  in  com- 
mand. I  was  shortly  after,  presented  to  the  commanding  officer,  colonel 
Herrera,  to  wltom,"after  having  delivered  the  copy  of  the  general's  letter 
to  Cordero,  1  communicated  his  request,  that  I  might  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed to  Nacogdoches ;  wi;h<ut  entering  into  any  explanation,  he  imme- 
diately assented  ;  ordered  an  escort  to  conduct  me  ;  and  in  half  an  hour  I 
left  the  Spanish  camp  for  Nacogdoches.  AVhile  I  remained  with  colonel 
Herrera,  our  con>>i-rsation  was  altogether  on  general  subjects,  and  held  in 
the  presence  of  several  of  his  officers,  and  some  of  the  gendenien  who  ac- 
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his  government,  (the  natural  resort  of  little  and  timid 
minds,)  stepinp;  ilfcisivcly  into  those  mciisurcs  ol"  precau- 
tion and  preparation,  whi(h  "  thr  fulditij  of  a  goot/  citizen 
and  tlii'  honor  cf  a  soUlitr''''  enjoined  on  him  ;  he  uavcrs 
not ;  his  mind  is  not  perturbed  ;  nor  are  his  orders  equivo- 

i ompanictl  me  I  fouiul  thfv  had  ulrenily  constnictft!  barrack:.  Minkicni 
lor  live  iir  siK  hiiiulrid  mtMi,  and  were  busily  cnijjl.ncd  in  crtttinq;  more. 
Kver- tiling  stvmcd  to  indicu.c  their  iiitciitiun  <>i  passing  the  winter  in 
I  heir  prciient  tunip,  and  I  bi-gan  to  augur  unfavorably  of  the  issue  of  my 
inibsjon. 

I  reached  Nacogdoches  about  noon,  I  think  on  the  1st  November;  after 
dinner,  governor  Conlero  sent  for  an  inter; .reter  to  translate  the  general's 
letter, and  retired  with  him.  I  saw  him  no  more  until  the  evening,  when 
he  informed  mc  that  lie  would  prepare  his  reply  the  next  morning,  and 
de^piuch  me,  as  I  re(|ucst(.d,  without  delay.  He  observed  that  tlie  projwsal 
of  the  generul  met  his  wishes  completely;  but  that  he  was  tied  uj)  by  the 
•irders  he  had  received  from  his  general,  and  could  not  sti[)ulate  formally 
for  any  coiidiiions,  until  he  received  instructions  from  him,  which  could 
not  arrive  in  less  than  liftcen  d.ivs.  As  our  object  was  dcspaich,  I  urged 
all  fcinild  tlilnk  of,  to  induce  him  to  take  the  resp msibiliiy  upon  himself; 
but  all  in  vain  ;  the  awe  in  which  he  stocnl  of  his  ^;eiieral,  was  not  to  he  sur- 
mounted ;  and  I  saw  with  pain,  that  at  my  return  the  general  would  find 
hinnelf  in  an  unpleasant  dilemma.  The  nc\t  m>.rning,  after  trying  once 
more  if  any  ihin^  cjuld  Iv:  done  witli  Cordero,  ami  i>eing  equally  unsuccess- 
lul,  I  took'njy  leave,  and  the  second  evening  reached  the  Si)anisli  camj), 
where  I  was  received  with  inarLed  politeness  by  colonel  Herrara,  who  in- 
formed me,  that  hud  he  been  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  letter,  I 
had  lef:  in  his  hands,  I'.e  would  have  saved  mc  the  trouble  of  my  ride  to 
Nacogdoches.  He  said  it  was  too  late  to  write  that  evening  to  the  general, 
but  that  he  would  send  the  oilicer,  who  was  inspector  of  the  trooj)s,  and 
second  in  command,  to  visit  the  general  the  ne-'vt  morning,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  his  proposal. 

I  left  him,  and  reached  our  camp  about  eight  o'clock.  Thenc.xt  morn- 
ing  I  made  a  report  of  the  circumstances  of  my  mission  to  the  general. 

The  following  morning,  the  inspector  Viana  came  to  our  camp,  when 
tlie  agreement  was  made,  which  removed  our  dillicuhies  for  the  time  ;  and 
-Miortl)  .ifur,  the  general  leaving  the  trocps  under  the  ccmmand  of  colonel 
Cushiiig,  scl  oir  for  Natc'nitoches.  whither  I  accompanied  him.  After  a 
short  stay  at  this  place,  we  ja-oceeded  to  Natche?,  where  I  took  my  leave 
of  him  as  a  public  man,  nor  have  I  siuce  that  period  had  any  communica- 
tion with  him  of  a  public  nature. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  declare,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  in  all 
general  Wilkinson's  transactions,  from  the  time  that  I  entered  into  his  fa- 
milv,  until  1  left  him  to  follow  my  private  pursui  s,  he  appeared  to  have  no 
©ther  o'oject  in  view,  than  the  far.lilul  perforn-.auce  of  his  duty.  Tiiat  I  did 
not  perceive  in  him  i  he  smallest  dxub:  or  hesitation,  respecting  the  necessity 
and  propriety  of  endeavoring  tn  defeat  Mr.  Burr's  views  by  every  means  in 
his  p.:>wer ;  and  further  that  all  his  ncgociations  with  the  Spaniards  on  the 
Sabr.-.e  were  pure  and  iimorablc,  and  dnected  solely  to  the  auainment  of 
liis  grand  object,  that  of  being  at  liberty  so  to  dispose  of  lus  force  as  \vould 
enaljle  him  more  cftectualiy  to  counteract  the  jilans  of  Mr.  Burr  and  his  ad- 
herents. 

W    BUKLING. 

Natchez,  Nlt.  9,  1807 


48 

cal ;  in  every  instance  of  his  conduct  he  is  collected, 
calm,  prompt,  decisive,  and  intrepid  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  rights  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 
When  the  orders  of  government  reached  him,  they  served 
only  to  sanction  the  resolutions  he  had  previously  adop- 
ted ;  but  the  coincidence,  between  his  conduct  and  his 
instructions,  is  as  precise  as  if  he  had  acted  under  the 
most  expUcit  orders.  Can  any  man,  Vvho  is  not  bi-sed 
bv  personal  or  political  animosity,  believe  that  general 
Wilkinson  could  have  been  a  coacljuter  of  colonel  Burr, 
when  he  was  actively  exerting  himself  to  defend  the 
integrity  of  the  very  government,  v/hich  the  colonel  inten- 
ded to  destroy  ? 

The  President  of  the  United  States  represents,  in  his 
message  to  Congress,  that  Burr  set  out  with  two  objects, 
viz :  to  sever  the  Western  states  from  the  eastern,  and 
to  organi?.e,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Union,  an  ex- 
pedition against  the  Mexican  provinces  ;  these  were  co- 
temperaneous  in  their  origin,  and  coincident  in  their 
execution  to  a  certain  point,  at  which  they  were  separ- 
able upon  his  volition  ;  and  the  whole  means  were  so 
adapted  and  organized  as  to  become  applicable  to  either 
project,  without  loss,  inconvenience  or  embarrassment. 
Now,  if  Wilkinson  had  been  associated  with  Burr,  it  was 
impossible  he  could  have  been  placed  in  a  situation,  more 
eligible  for  the  promotion  of  his  plans  ;  for  if  he  ever 
possessed  the  power  to  betray  his  trust,  to  the  injury  of 
his  country,  it  was  when  opposed  to  the  Spaniards  in 
front  of  Natchitoches  ;  then,  indeed,  by  the  prompt  and 
rigorous  execution  of  his  orders,  he  could  have  "  let  slip 
the  dogs  of  war  ;"  have  acquired  the  plaudits  of  the  states 
and  territories  west  of  the  Apalachians  ;  and  would  have 
stood  justified  to  the  government  for  an  act,  which  would 
have  consummated  the  treason  of  Burr,  realized  the  views 

Mississippi  Territory,  \ 
Adams  County,  ss.    3 

BEFORE  me,  Jonathan  Davis,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep 
the  peace,  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  came,  and  personally  appeared, 
Walter  Burling,  esquire,  whose  signature  is  above  affixed,  and  being  sworn 
according  to  law,  on  his  solemn  oath,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  foregoing 
statement  contains  the  facts,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  and  further 
saith  not. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  lOtlv 
day  of  December,  1807. 

[.Seal.]  JON  A:  DAVK. 
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uF  his  foUowci's,  and  giallCKcl  ihr  w'l  .Iuh  (<1"  iliosc  crouVed 
politicians,  who  w^iild  he  toiUcnt  wiih  .in\  change  of  go- 
wrnnu-nt  to  i-fTcct  a  change  of  nun,  and  who  now  lursi: 
Wilkinson  for  the*  jircvcntion  of  these  changes.  Ikit  what 
was  this  (U'voicil  niun's  con(hict  ?  He  suspends  ihc  ixc- 
rution  of  his  ortlers,  courts  peace,  and  preserves  it;  yet 
asserts  the  pretentions  of  hi-^  goVi-rnment  l)eyond  the 
tenor  of  his  orders  [V,-,-  thr  hltcrfiom  l/u-  s,L>\!tir>/  cf 
'var  Novtmher  8l/i,  UUJG,  Al'pi-nd'ix^  i\'o.  93.]  and,  turning 
al)out,  throws  iiiniself  into  the  g:\pofperil  ;hallles  the  ccni- 
spirators,  ami  again  s.-rves-  aiul  s;rocs-  /./.,•  loiintrij  Ironi 
harm  ;  prefering  to  expos:  him  udf  to  the  denunciations 
of  his  ilchi;led  lellow  tili/.ens,  in  the  Western  states  and 
territories,  to  sacrilice  tlie  altachniL-nts  of  those,  wlio  had 
!)een  his  earliest  anJ  v.armjst  friends,  and  draw  down 
upon  himself  the  hatred  and  the  vcng;-ancc  of  thousands, 
sooner  than  forego  his  duty,  forfeit  his  honor,  and  ahan- 
don  his  countr\-  ;  and  now,  this  is  the  man  who  must  he 
crushed,  to  saliaic  tlie  vindictive  spirit  of  a  personal 
enemy,  and  satisfy  the  vengeance  of  the  very  traitors 
whose  projects  he  frustrated  ;  and  this,  too,  under  the  af- 
fected apprehensions  and  jn-elendcd  fears,  that  he  mnij 
hetray  those  very  interests,  which  he  has  defended  and 
protected  at  every  hazard^  and  every  expense  of  feeling, 
fortune  and  character,  when  they  were  exposed  to  dan- 
gers, now  far  removed,  and  which,  from  the  extinction 
of  the  pretended  Spanish  inRuence  in  that  quarter,  can 
never  recur. 


CIIAPrKR  IV. 


WE  have  now  arrived  at  that  part  of  our  suh- 
,cct,  whicli  requires  a  hrief  consideration  ot  a  very  im- 
portant point  of  political  doctrine  in  relation  torepuhlican 
govcrnmenis.  The  jealous  iVcedom  of  our  constitution 
has  contided  very  little  to  executive  discretion.  I'iic 
power  of  every  public  oflicer  is  confmed  to  the  strict  letter 
of  the  law.  The  maxims  of  implication  are  denounced,  and 
specitic  ordination^  for  every  particular  oiiject,  arc  rigi(lly 
insisted  upon  by  th-  legislative  body.  This  circumscrip- 
tion of  official  agency  must  frequently  leave  an  individual, 
whooccMpics  a  responsible  situation,  in  a  perplexing  dilem- 
ma, whca  to  act  is  to  overleap  the  fixed  boundaries  ol 
vol,   ii.  7 
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cJuty,  and  not  to  act,  is  to  put  at  risk  the  best  interests  of 
the  country.  In  such  a  case,  what  is  an  officer  to  do  ? 
Shall  he,  by  a  scrupulous  adherence  to  a  rule  of  conduct 
prescribed  to  him  for  common  occasions,  look  quietly  on 
and  see  the  nation  undone,  before  he  moves  ?  That  is,  to 
speak  directly  to  the  subject  before  us,  is  he  to  wait  until 
a  band  of  conspirators,  led  on  by  a  daring  traitor,  have 
collected  their  forces,  till  they  have  actually  raised  the 
standard  of  rebellion,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  are 
ready  to  enforce  their  lawless  designs  ?  or,  summoning  all 
his  fortitude  to  his  aid,  and  devoting  himself  to  the  safe- 
ty of  the  nation,  shall  he  boldly  step  forv/ard,  oppose  him- 
self to  their  progress,  arrest  the  most  conspicuous  acces- 
saries, disconcert  the  principal  and  disperse  his  asso- 
ciates ;  and  then,  throwing  himself  on  the  virtue  and  in- 
telligence of  his  countrymen,  venture  the  consequences 
of  a  temporary  violation  of  the  laws^with  respect  to  a  few 
individuals,  in  order  to  effect  the  salvation  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  secure  the  lives  and  property  of  the  mass  of  the 
population  ?  In  such  a  case,  general  Wilkinson  could  not 
hesitate  for  the  alternative.  To  have  paused  under  such 
circumstances,  would  have  been  to  incur,  in  good  earnest, 
the  charge  of  "misprision  of  treason."  But,  discarding 
all  personal  considerations,  he  opposed  himself  to  an  ac- 
tive and  formidable  band  of  desperados,  rendered  more 
imposing  by  their  intelligence,  their  precuniary  means 
and  the  former  respectability  of  their  chief.  Gene- 
ral Wilkinson  was  certain  he  should  provoke  the  enmity 
ot  the  leading  traitor,  and  his  numerous  and  powerful  con- 
federates, extended  over  the  whole  Union  and  its  territo- 
ries, and  he  had  no  assurance  of  the  approbation  of  his 
country.  U  he  dissipation  of  the  danger  in  the  first  stages 
of  it,  before  it  had  made  head,  was  sufficient  to  render 
doubtful  the  magnitude  of  it,  and  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion that  the  conspirators  and  their  friends,  baffled  in  their 
attempts,  would  leave  no  means  untried  to  blast  the  author 
of  their  discomfiture.  'I'o  divert  the  public  attention 
from  their  own  guilt,  it  was  necessary  to  criminate  Wil- 
kinson, and  by  way  of  foundation,  a  report  was  busily 
propagated  that  he  had  violated  the  laws,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  dangers  which  no  where  existed  :  But,  amidst  all 
these  discouraging  circumstances,  (and  no  man  could  be 
more  sensible  of  the  hazards  he  run,)  Wilkinson  resolved 
to  strike  for  his  countr}- ;  he  persevered,  and  triumphed  : 
and  for  his  reward  he  enjoys  calumnies,  prosecutions  and 
persecLUions. 


iJ  in  till'  display  of  an  energy  beyond  the  law,  he  tran- 
111  iidcd  the  delegated  authority  in  virtue  of  which  he  acl- 
fd.  Let  it  l)e  reincmht-red  that  his  situation  was  such 
(under  the  pressure  of  the  most  alarming  rumours)  as  to 
impel  him  to  act,  without  ha\ing  an  opportunit\-  to  form  a 
correct  judgment.  In  this  instance,  Wilkinson  will  take 
proofs,  froui  the  lips  of  a  gentleman  known  to  he  his  ene- 
nu',  to  evince  the  delicac\'  of  his  situation  and  the  ditficul- 
ties  and  embarrassments  by  which  he  was  encompassed. 
On  the  lOihof  January,  1807,  the  honorable  Mr.  Han- 
dolph,  fnnu  one  of  those  floods  of  eloquence,  with  which 
he  so  frecjuentlv  excites  and  alarms  his  audience,  sent  olV 
-.1  streamlet  in  (]uest  of  Aaron  Burr,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing extract  is  taken  : 

L.MuictJiuiii  Ml.  John  Ratu!ol,bh's  Speed,  lOtb  yaniunv,  ISOT". 

"  A  spectator,  not  in  the  habit  of  reading  our  public 
prints,  or  conversing  with  individuals  out  ot  doors,  but 
who  should  draw  his  ideas  ol  the  situation  of  the  countn' 
from  the  proceedings  of  this  house,  during  the  present 
session,  would  be  led  to  infer  that  there  never  existed,  in 
any  nation,  a  greater  degree  of  peace,  tranquillity  or 
union,  at  home  or  abroad,  than  in  the  United  States,  at 
tliis  time.  And  yet,  what  is  the  fact?  That  the  United 
States  are  not  only  threatened  with  external  war,  but  with 
conspiracies  and  treasons;  ihe  more  alar  iniu':^ from  theirnot 
beino-  dtjined.  And  yet  we  sit  and  adjourn,  adjourn 
and  sit ;  take  things  as  school  boys,  do  as  we  are  bid,  and 
ask  no  questions. 

"  Is  there  a  man  in  this  house,  who  at  this  time  doubts 
that  if  the  government,  I  mean  the  executive  and  le- 
gislative, had  taken  a  manly  and  decisive  attitude  towards 
Spain,  and  instead  of  pen,  ink  and  paper,  had  given  men 
and  arms  ; — Is  there  a  man  who  believes  that  not  only 
Spain,  would  have  been  overawed,  but  that  those  domes- 
tic traitors  would  also  have  been  intimidated  and  overaw- 
ed, whose  plans  threatened  to  be  so  dangerous  ? 

"  I  again  invite  the  house  to  draw  a  proper  inference 
from  the  indecent,  insvdting,  outrageous  demeanor  ol  the 
minister  of  Spain.  1  did  understand  that  he  w  as  to  have 
l)een  deported,  shipped  off:  On  the  contrary,  I  find  him 
here  still ;  and  is  not  the  inference  from  my  friend  from 
PennsvU  ania  irresistible  ;  that  considering  the  crowd  of 
memorials   [presented  by  him  to  the   government,  in  tin; 
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case  of  Miranda,  and  that  no  remonstrance  has  been  made 
against  this  pretended  expedition  against  Mexico,  that  he 
is  acquainted  with  it ;  that  he  knows  it  is  ostemibhj  for 
Mexico^  but  really  for  Orleans,  for  the  severance  of  the 
Union. 

"Some  gentlemen  make  extremeh'^  lig'nt  of  this  conspi- 
rac}\  I  cannot  horvever  concievcy  how  a  man,  in  a  state 
of  ignorance,  res/)ccii?ig  it';  nature  or  extent,  can  make  light 
cfit-  The  very  circumstance  of  not  knoxving  the  extent  of 
danger,  has  a  tendency  to  magnify  it  beyond  its  natural  size. 
But  there  is  one  fact  that  has  come  so  direct,  that  it  can- 
not  be  doubted.  /  believe  it  xvill  altogether  depend  upon 
the  circumstance  of  the  conspirators  getting  to  Baton  Rouge 
before  the  troops  of  the  United  States  arrive  there, 
xvhether  Xexv  Orleans  ^hall  fall;  and  the  xiaters  of  the  Red 
river  are  so  loxv,  that  we  cannot  decide,  xvhen  our  troops 
xvill  arrive;  they  xvill gtt  possession  of  the  ordnance,  and 
nothing  can  prevent  the  reduction  of  Orleans,  but  a  pitched 
battle. 

"Perhaps  at  this  moment,  -while  I  am  addressing  you, 
at  least  for  a  time,  the  iV.te  of  the  Wcitern  country  may 
be  decided. 

'*  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  a  thing  of  yesterday,  but 
an  aftair  of  long  standing.  Lock  back  to  the  times,  when 
the  character  implicated  in  this  conspiracy  first  began  to 
move  in  that  ccuntrv.  It  was  at  least  cotemporaneous 
with  the  disappointment  of  his  ambition. 

"  But  I  cannot  draw  so  favorable  an  inference  of  the 
public  sentiment  in  anv  country,  when  I  see  a  most  extra- 
ordinary and  ramified  combination,  composed  of  the  most 
leading  characters,  and  the  most  faming  patriots  too,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  severing  the  Union." 

If,  then,  a  man  of  Mr.  Randolph's  sleepless  vigilance, 
acute  discernment,  and  vast  sagacity,  who  as  the  Cerberus 
of  the  treasury,  and  the  politcal  argus  of  the  nation,  has  be- 
come  the  depository  of  secret  ii  formations  from,  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  Union  ;  wlien  posted  at  the  seat  of  government, 
the  very  fountain  of  intelligence,  could  consider  the  state 
of  things  on  the  Western  waters  so  desperately  alarming  ; 
if  he,  at  such  a  position,  could  regard  the  conspiracy  as 
ramifying  and  extending  itself  to  every  quarter,  and  suck- 
ing into  its  horrible  vortex,  "  the  most  leading  characters 
and  the  most  faming  patriots  too,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
severing  the  Union;"  what  must  have  been  the  ideas  of 
general  Wilkinson  on  the  subject,  at  the  very  spot  to  br 


assailed  ?  IlarrasscU  with  uih  casing  reports  ol  llu-  ap- 
proach of  tlie  tr.iilors,ln  van  force  and  formidable  array  ; 
and  beholding  the  associates  of  the  lonspiracN,  stalking  the 
streets  ol  New  Orleans,  and  preaching  sedition  and  re- 
bellion in  broad  day  light.  [Set  (i/)firnt/.'x,  No.  'J4-  to  111, 
inclusive.\  Could  he  lune  decided  otherwise  than  in  fa- 
\nr  oi  iniaiediate  action  ?  Were  not  promptitude,  decision 
and  vigor  necessary  to  the  safety  ol  the  Union?  In  truth, 
A[r.  Jefferson  has  very  happily  described  Wilkinson's 
situ'.uioa  at  New  Orleans  ;  and  to  judge  correctly  of  his 
conduct,  il  is  caseniial  to  a  sound  ojiinion,  that  his  judges 
should /^/. -a.'  Ihr.'it-.rhws-  In  /lis-  sim.itrjn,  (vul  onhi  ~,uitli  his 
in'onn'.tti'ju.  'I'he  facts  ^vithln  .Mr.  Kandolp'.i's  know- 
ledge, were  indeed  "too  direct  to  be  doubted,"  and  the 
deductions  which  he  drew  from  them,  were  strictly  cor- 
rect, liaton  Uouge  ^vas  indeed  liurr's  fust  object.  Sen- 
sible of  this,  Wilkinson  descended  the  Red  river,  and 
while  he  prepared  for  a  pitched  Ixittle  at  Orlean.,  Crvhic/i 
would  have  hetn  taken  bif  B(irr''s  as-:ori<iti-^^  hut  pjr  the  ge- 
7ieral\s  present  c  there, J  he  occupied  llic  river  above  Baton 
Rouge,  with  the  armed  vessels,  and  prevented  Hurr's  de- 
scent by  water,  to  that  place  ;  and  his  force  being  too  fee- 
ble to  hazard  a  march  across  the  Mississippi  territory,  his 
followers  deserted  him  ;  his  schemes  were  blown  up,  and 
then  he  opened  those  batteries  agiinst  Wiikinson,  which 
have  not  ceased  to  plav  upon  him  to  the  present  hour. 

It  is  beyond  doubt,  tliat,  in  a  free  country  under  a  re- 
jHi'ilican  government,  unforeseen  events  may  produce  ex- 
treme cases,  wherein  the  tardy  progress  of  legislative  in- 
terference will  oblige  those  in  ercecutive  trust  to  ex'.rt  ex- 
traordinary powers  for  the  safety  of  the  commonv.ealth  ; 
and  v.e  may  refer  to  the  history  of  Virgi.iia  for  an  examr 
pie.  The  Romans,  In  great  exigencies,  elected  dctator.s 
with  absolute  powers.  This,  in  the  sequel,  i)i:came  an 
evil,  for  everv  tlictator  did  not  turn  out  a  Cincinn:Uus.  It 
seems  much  the  safest  course/:;  leave  the  ()o'nV  open,  and  to 
commit  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  in  an  imminent  crisis, 
to  the  virtuous  resolution  of  those,  who  may  be  intrepid 
enough  to  volunteer,  in  behalf  of  their  government  and 
country  ;  to  rallv  the  good  sense  of  the  people,  to  an  ab- 
solution of  a  partial  violation  of  the  laws,  and  to  uphold 
the  active  supporter  of  the  public  interests  against  the 
veliement  attacks  of  the  miscreants  and  their  partizans 
whom  he  had  defeated.  i  here  is,  in  f.ict,  something  ri- 
diculous in  condemning  a  man  for  thv  mfractiau  of  a  law, 
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relative  to  the  liberty  and  safety  of  half  a  dozen  individu- 
als, of  more  than  suspicious  character,  when  by  the  very 
infraction  the  liberty  and  safety  of  the  whole  society  is 
preserved. 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  cxatn/jle  of  persecuting  a 
man,  who  has  defeated  the  machinations  of  a  legion  of 
traitors  ?  Abo\  e  all,  what  shall  we  say  to  that  exain/jle  of 
persecution,  when  it  is  notoriously  instigated  or  carried 
on,  by  the  discomfited  associates,  their  public  protectors 
and  secret  friends  ;  and  that  in  the  height  of  this  persecu- 
tion,  a  representative  of  the  very  people  who  were  thus 
f?avcd  from  a  civil  war  of  doubtful  issue,  should  wink  at 
gross  and  illiberal  artifices,  calculated  to  destroy  the  man 
whose  only  crime  has  been  the  want  of  a  selfish  circum- 
spection in  his  own  behalf,  and  a  total  disregard  of  conse- 
quences, as  they  might  affect  his  personal  safety  and  fame, 
and  the  prosperity  of  his  future  fortunes. 

What  a  lesson  will  it  be  to  future  commanders,  in  timee 
perhaps  more  trying,  when  the  lure  of  ambition  and 
wealth  shall  tempt  them  on  one  hand,  and  duty  dissuadfe 
them  on  the  other.  Will  they  not  calculate  the  r/.si  of 
trusting  for  indemnity  to  prejudiced  judges,  or  to  the 
cold  blooded  calcidations  of  party  politicians  r  Will  they 
not  cast  a  fearful  eye  upon  the  path  of  duty,  and  say,  *'  on 
this  road  Wilkinson  travelled,  and,  although  faithful  to 
his  country,  he  has  been  suffered  ignobly  to  fall.  U'he 
traitors  whom  we  may  overthrow,  will  be  dispersed,  but 
not  annihilated  ;  they  will  assail  us  in  ten  thousand  differ- 
ent shapes ;  they  Avill  hunt  us  from  the  cradle,  to  the 
tomb  ;  a  life  of  public  sei-vices  will  be  ransacked  for  inci- 
dents ;  suspicions  will  be  perverted  into  facts,  and  the 
merest  indiscretions,  converted  into  crimes ;  the  press 
will  teem  with  anonymous  libels  ;  politicians  fearful  of 
their  popularity,  will  keep  aloof;  the  envious,  the  jealous 
and  the  hostile,  of  every  description,  will  contribute  to  the 
common  stock  of  malevolence  ;  those  who  are  truly  well 
disposed,  will  become  shy  ;  the  world,  deserting  us  in  the 
midst  of  these  oppressions,  will  hoot  as  we  descend  in  the 
scale  of  opinion,  and  every  ass  will  think  himself  at  liber- 
ty to  exhil)ithis  heels." 

Then  turning  to  the  path  where  treason  invites  to  gol- 
den  treasures,  to  high  coinmand  and  glorious  triumphs, 
to  royal  diadems  and  imperial  sway,  "along  this  road" 
they  will  say  "  there  is  danger  and  there  may  be  ruin,  but 
the  adventui'ers  are  of  the  best  blood  of  the  country  ;  they 
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are  courageous  ami iit  laist  will  not  ;il)an  lou  us,  thr  bomls 
of  vice  arc  birouj^or  than  iliusc-  ol  vlriui-,  and  the  i  liances 
arc  at  all  event;;  hi  our  favor  ;  as  tlureiorc  coudermKitioii 
aud  disj^racc  is  prohahlc  it  \vc  do  our  tluty,  and  as  tliesc 
arc  the  heaviest  evils  which  tau  belall  U4  in  a  traitorous 
cnterpri/.tt,  let  us  pursue  llu;  path  oi  (larini;  treason  and 
let  the  curses  of  our  country  follow  u:.  ;  of  what  iuipor- 
tance  are  the  curses  of  a  people,  who  have  no  hUssings, 
no  henelits  for  their  preservers. '^  Such  is  the  lesson  to 
I);-  taui^ht  hy  the  jjcrsccuiions  of  Wilkinson.  Is  there  dan- 
y,cr  in  it  to  the  future  destiny  of  the  Unicjii  ? 

Mr.  JelVerson  in  his  letter  to  \Vilkius>)n  of  the  od 
I'Vhruary,  1807,  draws  the  line  within  which  a  man  in 
Wilkinson's  situation  may  safelv  act,  without  authority 
against  a  band  of  traitors  :  "  .loxirstudinfr  lure  (to  Wash- 
ington) Siuirtzuotit  (ifhf  Ihlijndu,  ivtd  adiiin^^  to  tUem  Hurry 
BLuiticrluisst't  (ind  Tijlti-y  sliouhl  tluij  ftdl  into  your  fuinds, 
ivill  be  .supported  hj  the  fmttlic  opinion.''''  But  (continues 
Mr.  Jefferson)  "  /  hope  ifoit  will  not  extend  this  deporta- 
tion to  persons  otruinst  ivhovi  there  is  onlij  siispicio7is  or 
shades  of  offlncc  not  slronghj  marked \  in  that  case  I j ear 
the  public  sentiment  would  desert  i/cu ;  hecause  seeing  no 
d  tnger  here,  violations  oflaiu  are  felt  ivitk  strength.'*''  We 
fi..d  accordingly  that  Wilkinson  had  not  extended  his  de- 
portations bcvond  this  line,  the  suspicions  and  shades  ot 
oU'ence  against  every  man  deported  ironi  the  Orleans  ter- 
ritory, were  not  only  ^'' strongly  marked,'''*  but  they  were 
;  thus  marked  by  the  solemn  oaths  of  respectable  men  ;  suf- 
,  ticient  evidence  of  this  would  be  alfixed  to  this  volume, 
were  it  not  extraneous  to  the  immediate  question  beiore 
r  Us,  which  is,  whether  general  Wilkinson  was  conerned 
i|  with  colonel  Burr  in  the  conspirac\% 

What  then  ought  to  have  been  done  by  the  government 

I  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  Wilkinson?  Certainly 

a  gener;d  act  of  indemnitv  and  protection,  ought  to  have 

been  passed    in  his  favour  1   This  is  the  constant  practice 

of  the  initish  parliament,  in  relation  to  such  ministers  as 

my  thing  contrary  to  municipal  law,  in  order  to  sub- 

.   the   great  and  fundamental  interests  of  the  empire. 

It  ilie   whole    American  people   could  have  been  at  New 

Orleans  ;  if  they  could  have  been  eye  witnesses  to  the  be- 

hi\  iour  of  the  traitorous  associates  ;  if  they  could  have 

sc  en  how  general  Wilkinson  was  hemmed   in  by   them, 

tlun  they  would  have  felt   the  necessity  of  displaying  the 

the  energy  which  he  exhibited  ;  but  as  Mr.  Jefferson  re- 
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marks  "  seeing  no  danger  here  "  (at  Washington  or  else- 
M-here)  "violations  of  law  were  felt  with  strength." 
This  is  the  critical  point  for  Wilkinson  !  Men  at  a  distance 
from  the  scene  of  treason,  perceiving  no  danger  to  them- 
selves, and  reposing  in  perfect  quiet,  free  from  alarm,  view- 
ed the  seizure  and  deportation  of  individuals  as  a  henious 
act  of  injustice  ;  the  sober  and  comfortable  citizen  un- 
moved by  the  spirit  of  adventure  ;  unaccustomed  to  re- 
flect on  the  desperation  of  men  embarked  in  an  unlawful 
warlike  expedition,  was  easily  brought  to  look  v.ith  horror 
on  the  violation  of  personal  liberty.  Knaves  have  known 
how  to  vrork  this  spirit  to  advantage,  and  thev  have,  with 
an  unholv  zeal,  invoked  agaii:st  Wilkinson  the  maledic- 
tions of  his  countrj-men  ;  v.'hether  thev  v/ill  succeed  so  far 
as  absolutely  to  crush  him,  is  an  affair  of  less  importance 
to  the  general,  than  that  they  should  not  ruin  his  reputation 
with  posteritv  ;  they  may  destroy  his  militarv  fortunes,  but 
thev  cannot  despoil  him  of  his  honor,  and  when  the  grave 
has  received  him,  justice  will  be  clone  to  his  memory. 

Let  us  f<^r  a  moment  calmly  reflect  upon  the  question, 
-uhether  circumstances  do  not  so7netimes  ovcur^  rvhich  makt; 
it  a  duty  in  officer s  of  high  trust  to  assume  authorities  be- 
yond the  law  ^  It  is  easy  enough  of  solution  in  principle, 
but  must  be  sometimes  embarrassing  in  practice.  A  strict 
observance  of  the  written  laws  is  doubtless  ojie  of  the  first 
duties  of  a  good  citizen,  but  it  is  not  the  highest.  The 
laws  of  necessity,  of  self  preservation,  of  saving  our  coun- 
try when  in  danger,  are  of  higher  obligation.  'I'o  lose  our 
countrv  by  a  scrupulous  adherence  to  written  law  wottld 
he  to  lose  the  law  itself,  with  life,  liberty,  property  and  all 
those,  v.'ho  are  enjoying  them  with  us,  thus  absurdly  sa- 
crificing the  end  to  the  means.  When  in  the  battle  of  Ger- 
mantown,  general"  Washington's  army  was  annoyed  from 
Chew's  house,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  plant  his  cannon 
against  it,  although  the  property  of  a  good  citizen,  \\hen 
he  besieged  Yorktov.n,  he  levelled  the  suburbs,  feeling 
that  the  lavrs  of  property  must  yield  to  the  safety  of  the 
nation.  While  that  army  was  before  York,  the  governor 
of  Virginia  took  horses,  carriages,  provisions,  and  even 
men  by  force,  to  enable  that  army  to  continue  embodied, 
till  it  could  master  the  public  enemy,  and  he  was  justified. 
So  in  retreats,  we  destroy  roads,  and  boats,  and  bridges, 
and  houses,  force  the  inhabitants  from  their  homes,  and 
despoil  the  country  of  its  stock.  A  ship  at  sea,  in  distress 
for  provisions,  meets  another  having  abimdance,  yet  refu- 


sing  a  suj)ply  the  law  of  sell-preservation  authori/.cs  the 
distressed  to  take  a  supply  l>y  lorce.  In  conHai^rations, 
buildings  are  demolished  to  arrest  the  proi^ress  ol"  the 
flames.  In  all  these  cases  the  unwritten  laws  ol"  necessitv, 
of  self  preservation,  and  of  the  public  safety,  control  the 
written  laws  of  maun  and  tmim. 

After  the  allair  of  the  Chesapeake,  tlur  nation  consider- 
ed war  a  ver\  probai)lc  result.  The  unexpicicd  outrage 
found  our  magazines  unprovided  in  many  essvraials,  for 
immediate  defence,  and  no  apjMopriation  existed  for  their 
purchase.  i  ho  executive  was  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  anticipating  the  law,  or  exposing  the  country.  He  acted, 
and  the  necessarv  provisions  were  made.  This  might  be 
called  an  usurpation,  but  the  pressure  of  the  occasion  jus- 
tified  it  to  the  government,  and  the  measure  was  simction- 
ed  bv  law. 

But  to  trace  this  question  further,  and  to  silence  cavil, 
we  shall  quote  an  authority,  of  which  xve  sh.ill  have  occas/oti 
to  make  much  and  frrqiient  tisc  in  these  meiioirs.      In   the 
debate   on   the  Georgia   claims,  the  honorable    Mr.  John 
Randolph  expressed  himself  in   the  following  luminous 
manner:    *'  Jt  is  Jrom  great  Jirst  principles  (to  which  the 
patriots  of  Georgia  so  gloriously  appealed)  that  we  must 
look  for  aid  in  such  extremities.    Yes,  extraordinary  cases^ 
such  as  this,  call  for  extreme  remedes.     '1  hey  bid  defiance 
j  to  pidliatives,  and  it  is  only  from  the  /mife  and  actual  cau- 
i  ten/    that  you  can  expect  relief.     There  is  no  cure  short 
I  of  (  xtirpation.     Attornei^s  and  judge,-,  do  not  decide  thejate 
\  of  tmpiTt-.''^     Can  any  thing  be  more  precisely  in  point? 
"  Without  indulging   Mr.  Randolph's   sanguinary  disposi- 
tion,  Wilkinson  was  insjiired  by  his  judgment,  and  acted 
nn.lor  the  sanction  of  his  opinions,  as  a  statesman  and  a 
lator. 
I  o  proceed  to  the  conspiracy  of  Burr,  and  particularly 
-  ncral  Wilkinson's  situation  in   New   Orleans.      In 
mg  the  case,  we  are  bound  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
;;.;  nmation,  correct  and  incorrect,  which  he  then  possess- 
ed.     He  expected  Burr  and  his  band  from  above,  a  Bri- 
i^h  fleet  from  below,  and  he  knew  there  was  a  formida- 
ble onspiracy  within  the  city.   \_See  appendix^  94  to  114.] 
L'nder  these  circumstances  was  he  jusiifiibk  ?    1st.   In 
c  /idg  notorious  conspirators?    On  this  there  tan  be  hut 
w     opinions,  one  entertained  by  the  guilty  and  their  ac- 
plices,  the  other  by  all  honest  men.     2d.  In  sending 
/.  ii.  8 
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rhem  to  the  seat  of  government,  when  the  written  lav/  gave 
them  a  right  to  trial  in  the  territory  ?  The  clanger  of  their 
correspondence  with  Burr;  the  certainty  of  their  continue 
ing  their  mach'nauons  ;  the  tardiness  and  weakness  of  the 
law  ;  apathy  of  the  judges,  who  insisted  that  the  traitors 
could  not  be  imprisoned  while  they  could  find  security  ; 
active  patronage  of  the  whole  tribe  of  lawyers,  with  two 
or  three  exceptions;  unknown  disposition  of  the  juries; 
an  hourly  expectation  of  the  enemy  ;  salvation  of  the  city, 
and  of  the  Union  itself,  which  would  have  been  convulsed 
to  its  center,  had  that  conspiracy  succeeded.  These  con- 
siderations constituted  a  law  of  necessity  and  of  self  pre- 
servation, and  rendered  the  aalus  populi  supreme  over  the 
wiitten  law.  Wilkinson  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
putting  down  the  conspirators,  or  of  being  himself  put 
down.  I  he  officer  who  is  called  to  act  on  this  exalted 
ground,  does  indeed  risk  himself  on  the  justice  of  the  con- 
trolling powers  of  the  constitution,  and  his  station  makes 
it  his  duty  to  incur  that  risk.  But  these  controlling  powers 
and  his  fellow  citizens  generally,  are  bound  to  judge  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  under  which  he  acted.  1  hey 
are  not  to  transfer  the  information  of  this  place  or  mo- 
ment, to  the  time  and  place  of  his  actions,  but  must  put 
themselves  in  his  situation.  It  was  known  at  Washington, 
that  there  never  was  danger  of  a  British  fleet  from  below, 
and  that  Burr's  band  was  crushed  before  it  reached  the 
Mississippi.  But  general  Wilkinson's  information  was 
very  difierent,  and  he  could  act  on  no  other. 

In  offering  these  principles  and  illustrations  to  our  read- 
ers, we  pretend  not  to  invade  the  general  rule,  but  to  con- 
tend for  the  exception  only  ;  ouj-  doctrines  apply  to  ex- 
treme cases  and  not  to  ordinary  occasions,  in  which  the 
written  law  may  take  its  undisturbed  course  with  safety 
to  the  community.  In  such  instances,  the  example  of  over- 
leaping the  law  is  di  greater  evil  than  a  strict  adherence 
to  its  imperfect  provisions.  It  is  incumbent  on  those  only 
who  accept  of  great  charges,  to  risk  themselves  on  great 
occasions,  when  the  safety  of  the  nation,  or  some  of  its 
very  high  interests,  are  at  stake.  An  officer  is  bound  to 
obey  his  orders,  yet  he  would  be  a  very  bad  one  who  should' 
do  so  in  cases,  when,  from  a  change  of  circumstances,  the 
execution  would  produce  mischievous  consequences.  1  he 
line  of  discrimination  may  be  difficult,  but  ;he  good  officer 
]s  bound  to  draw  it  at  his  own  peril,  and  must  depend  for* 
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justlfirntion  on  the  soundness  of  his  judgment,  the  recti 
tudc  ot  his  motives,  snd  the  justice  of  his  (ountrv.* 

Hut  whv  need  Wilkinson  discuss  ihe  tjuestion  at  all  ? 
with  respect  to  hiui,  it  is  decided  in  his  favor.  "  /Kt'  U)  re 
^leustd  t'j  Ae'<,"  (says  President  JellL-rson,)  "  (hut  irilh.ut 
xuiiitiiKfJor  our  orJers^  nou  luljptt'd  iinnhi  the  xnmc'  plan 
yourself^  and  acted  on  it  rvilh  prompti'ud  ^  'I'hia  was  on 
the  3d  of  Fehruarv,  1807;  and  in  the  same  letter,  Mr. 
Jefferson  savs,  "  l^f  do  (tpjyrove  of  thf  defensive  ofii  ratio-is 
for  New  Orleiii.s.''''  This  is  explicit;  it  is  an  hororal)!e 
disinterested  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  genend's  pro- 
ceedings, and  will  live  after  the  mot'cy  tribe  of  his  ene- 
mies, their  names,  their  vices  and  vindictive  pursuits  are 
tonsigned  to  ohli\  ion. 

Having  vindicated  general  Wilkinson  directlij,  wc  shall 
now  proceed  to  corroliorate  that  vindication  iiKtireetly,  by 
demonstrating  the  fi-ebleness  and  fallacy,  of  what  Mr. 
Clark  consitlers  proof,  of  Wilkinson's  guilt.  These  proofs 
which  are  numericalh-  arranged,  will  be  examined  and  re- 
futed in  due  order.  The  following  is  the  proper  classifi- 
cation of  t'-em. 

1.  The  cloi^est  intimacy  for  a  scries  of  years. 

2.  A  confidential  correspondence  kept  up  in  cypher. 

3.  Visits  paid  at  the  distance   of  many  thousand  miles. 

4.  'I  hat  the  intercourse  was  broken  off  between  Burr 
and  Wilkinson,  precisely  at  the  period  when  it  was  de- 
monstrated that  the  scheme  must  fail. 

5.  Concealment  of  Burr's  letters  to  Wilkinson,  which 
the  latter  refused  to  exjjose,  on  the  trial  at  Richmond, 
without  Burr's  consent. 

6.  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Clark   bv  Burr. 

7.  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Adair  dated  Rapids  of  Ohio, 
!Mav '2Sth,  1805,  11  o'clock,  and  which  contained  diese 
expressions  :  "  I  was  to  have  introduced  my  friend  Burr 
to  you,  but  in  this  I  failed  by  accident.  He  understands 
your  merits,  and  reckons  on  \ou.  Prepare  to  meet  me 
and  I  will  tell  you  all.  We  must  have  :\ peep  at  the  un- 
known world  bc}  ond  mc." 

•  Wilkinson  will  regret,  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life,  that  he  did  not 
disobey  the  imperious  order,  for  the  movement  of  the  troops  from  his  camp, 
at  Tcrre  au  Boeuf,  to  Natchez ;  because,  although  it  might  have  sealed  his 
own  ruin,  it  would  have  saved  the  lives  of  Hvc  hundred  of  those  cm/cns, 
who  were  mtrusted  to  his  command;  but  his  natural  mdei»endencf  and 
decision  had  been  impaired  by  the  deluge  of  calumnies  winch  \HjutcA  in 
upon  him  from  all  quarters,  and  his  resolution,  in  this  instance,  failed  him 
Testimonies  irretragable  will  be  offered  in  the  fourth  volume  of  tliese  me- 
moirs, to  sustain  this  fact :  yet  it  is  Wilkinson's  purpose  to  defend  hr^- 
self  only,  and  not  to  atuch  blame  elsewhere 
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8.  BrufF's  evidence. 

9.  The  letter  postmarked  lith  May,  and  Burr's  cy- 
phered letter. 

As  a  brief  preliminary  to  an  examination  of  .the  force 
of  this  circumstantial  evidence,  it  is  necessary  to  remark, 
t\\AX.  the  proof'i  of  IVilkins oil's  guilt  are  Jacts^  and  letters 
which  he  himself  has  mnde  public^  and  that  this  circum- 
stance alone  affords  a  fair  presumption  of  innocence.  He 
exposed  them  voluntarily^  which  adds  to  the  force  of  the 
presumption. 

The  first  in  the  series  of  testimony,  to  wit :  Wilkin- 
son's close  intimacy  with  Burr  for  a  series  of  years,  has 
been  answered  already.  That  intimacy  originated  during 
the  American  revolution  ;  it  grew  in  the  contact  of  official 
situations  under  the  federal  government  ;  and  it  v/as  con- 
tinued after  Burr's  exclusion  from  office,  from  sympathy 
for  an  old  friend  ;  a  desire  to  restore  him  to  his  former  po- 
litical standing;  and  to  render  him  serviceable  to  his  coun- 
try. 

The  second^  relating  to  a  confidential  correspondence 
kept  up  in  cypher.  It  has  been  shewn  that  this  was  de- 
signed, on  the  part  of  Wilkinson,  merely  to  prevent  the 
prying  eye  of  impertinent  curiosity,  with  respect  to  fa- 
miliar conversation,  when  the  parties  were  at  a  consider- 
able distance  ;  and  that  it  existed  at  a  time,  when  Burr's 
views  to  legitimate  power  forbid  the  slightest  notion  of 
the  severance  of  the  Union. 

The  thirds  as  to  visits  paid  at  a  distance,  is  unsupport- 
ed by  a  shadow  of  truth..  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Brown,  the 
sister  and  brother  in  law  of  .colonel  Burr,  with  a  charm- 
ing niece  and  half  a  dozen  fine  boys,  had,  on  his  recom- 
mendation, removed  to  the  territory  of  Louisiania,  from 
the  city  of  New  York.  \_See  appendix.  No.  5. J  He  felt,  or 
professed  to  feel,  himself  somewhat  responsible,  for  the 
fortunes  which  -.i  :^-ht  attend  their  migration  ;  and  the  os- 
tensible object  of  his  visit  to  St.  Louis  m  September', 
1805,  was  to  see  those  relatives.  Subsequent  occurrences 
have  pioved  that  he  had  other  views,  vhich  he  glanced  at, 
but  did  not  unfold  to  Wilkinson,  who,  peneti  \ting  the 
impatience  and  disgusts  of  his  mind,  en  'eavourec  to  sooth 
them,  by  promoting  his  election  to  Co -caress  from  the 
Indiana  territory.  Burr  never  paid  Wilkiii3or.  a  distant 
visit  in  his  whole  life,  nor  did  Wilkinson  ever  seek  Burr 
at  the  distance  of  a  league 

^h.e fourths  r^spectin^  the  period  when  the  intercourse 


between  Burr  and  Wilkinson  was  broken  off,  tom|)letclv 
Tails.  Wilkinson,  at  the  period  he  net.  ived  the  last  let- 
ter in  cypher  from  15urr,  was  at  Natchitoches.  This  cele- 
brated letter,  so  far  from  even  hinting  at  a  failure,  l\eld 
out  the  most  sanguine  assurances  of  success  ;  arms,  men 
and  money  had  been  all  secured  by  Burr,  and  his  inge- 
nious pupil,  Mr.  Swartwout,*  magnified  his  nuinl)ers 
and  resources  tenfold,  embracing  the  southern,  middle 
and  western  i>tate3,  and  comprelunding  all  classes  and 
ranks  of  societ)',  Wilkinson  was  at  loo  great  a  distance 
from  Burr  to  ascertain  tlie  truth  of  his  statement  and  if 
he  had  any  confidence  in  Burr  at  all,  (which  would  have 
been  the  ease,  if  he  had  been  associated  wiili  ilie  traitor,) 
he  must  have  given  credit  to  his  report,  and  believed  the 
success  of  the  scheme  infallible  ;  yet  Wilkinson  apprized 
colonel  Gushing  of  the  conspiracy,  and  exposed  the  name 
of  Burr  as  being  at  the  head  of  it :  So  far,  then,  from 
^Vilkinson's  lireaking  off  the  correspondence,  when  he 
thought  the  scheme  would  fail,  he  broke  it  oflincciscly  at 
that  point  of  time,  when  every  thing  induced  hirato  think 
it  would  succeed,  and  when,  in  fact,  he  considered  the 
event  inevitable. 

The  state  of  general  Wilkinson's  mind,  on  the  7th  of 
November,  the  clav  he  left  Natchitoches  for  Natchez, 
cannot  be  so  justly  pourtrayed,  as  by  reference  to  the  sub- 
joined letters*  of  the  same  date,  t%  colonel  Gushing  and 
J^ieutenaut  colonel  Freeman  :     He  had  received  the  day 

•  Yet  this  conspirator  escaped  the  notice  of  those  gentlemen,  who  on  tlic 
grand  Jur_\  at  lijchmond,  labored  to  indict  Wilkinson,  as  ha";  Uttn  said, 
tor  concealing  1/1/0/ JMaf/o«  trom  the  President,  which  he  ivdd/urriisbeU  bini 
by  letter,  nx  niontbt  before.  Tlte  spirit  which  dicta.ed  that  cruel  attempt, 
has  since  pursued  \\  ilkiiison  M-ith  unrelenting  lury  ;  and  but  fur  a  Cabell 
and  the  mass  of  lionor  and  justice,  which  went  with  him  on  the  CKcasion, 
the  vengeance  of  Wilkinson's  enemies  might  have  been  satiated  at  that 
period. 

•  Copy.  General  Wdkinsun  tv  Colonel Cusbing  Xutcbitocbcs  Nuv.  7t'j  1806. 
Mv  Dear  Sir, 

By  letters  tound  here  I  perceive  the  plot  thickens  ;  yet  all  but  those  con- 
ceni^'d,  sleep  profoundly.  My  God!  what  a  situation  has  our  country 
readied.  Let  us  save  it  if  we  can.  You  must  instruct  Strong  by  my  aii- 
thoriiy,  and  therefore  leaving  the  minutia:  to  you,  I  will  barely  suggest  the 
projiricty  of  calling  his  incessant  attention  to  the  rei)air  and  j)reser\ation 
of  the  arms,  ammunition  and  ordnance  deposited  wth  him ;  and  also  to 
every  appurtenant  of  the  quarter-master's  department.  He  muit  Keep  a 
strict  eye  to  thccondiKt  of  inc  Spaniards,  on  the  side  of  Texhas,  and  is  to 
advise  me  by  express,  at  New  Orleans,  of  every  casualty  which  may  occur 
or  any  change  which  may  be  maKie  bv  them.* 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  to  intreat  you  to  acctlcrate  your  move- 
memby  every  practicable  means. 
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before,  on  his  return  from  the  Sabine,  the  information  of 
James  L.  Donaldson,  esquire.  [Xo.  71.]  derived  from  Mr. 
Michael  Myers,  a  most  respectable  merchant  of  Montreal, 
who  had  descended  the  Mississippi  directly  from  St. 
Louis, :  He  could  nor  doubt  the  report :  He  was  shocked 
at  what  he  thought  the  supineness  of  government,  and 
although  he  believed  every  thing  lost,  he  determined  to 
discharge  his  duty  at  every  peril.  Come  then,  said  he, 
to  his  faithful  second  Gushing.  '' hurry,  hurry  after  me, 
and  if  necessar\',  let  us  be  buried  together  in  the  ruins  of 
the  place  we  shall  defend." 

The  fifffi,  namely  the  C07icealment  of  Burr's  letters^ 
which  Wilkinson  refused  to  expose  without  Burr's  per- 
mission, is  of  as  little  avail  to  Mr.  Clark,  whose  fine  spun 

I  thmk  the  officers,  who  have  families  at  Fort  Adams,  should  be  advised 
to  leave  them  there,  for  if  I  mistake  not  we  shall  have  an  insurrection  cf 
blacks  as  well  as  whites  to  combat. 

It  is  this  moment  reported  you  will  not  be  able  to  get  your  boats  over  a 
shoal  of  several  miles,  just  above  Black  river.  I  pray  you  to  scrutinize  the 
subject  and  to  surmount  the  dimculty  without  a  pause.  You  have  an  admira- 
ble resort  by  marching  your  main  body  through  the  apalousa,  should 
the  river  be  found  actually  impracticable. 

You  must  leave  Strong  a  suit  of  clothes  for  his  company,  from  those 
brought  up,  by  exchange.  No  considei-ation,  my  friend,  of  family  or  per- 
sonal inconvenience  must  detain  the  troops  a  moment  longer  than  can  be 
avoided,  either  by  land  or  by  w^ater  ;  they  must  come,  and  rapidly.  On  the 
15th  of  this  month  Burr's  declaration  is  to  be  made  in  ieimessee  and 
Kentucky  ;  huny,  hurry  after  me,  and  if  necessary ,  let  us  be  buried  together 
in  the  ruins  of  the  place  we  s^all  defend. 

Col.  T.  H.  CrsHiNG, 

Copy.     Gen.  WilHnson  to  Lt.  Col.  Freeman,  Natchitoches,  Nov.  7th,  1806 

Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  major  Porter,  who  descends  with  a  bo- 
dy of  artificers  and  laboratory  men  to  aid  your  operations.  The  major 
carries  with  him  specific  insti-uctions  which  you  are  to  respect  and  sup- 
port promptly.  We  must  repair  the  old  defences  of  the  city  ;  it  is  our  only 
resort,  as  we  shall  not  have  time  to  do  mere  I>ook  to  this  object  and  make 
the  necessary  prompt  exertions ;  we  shall  want  I  expect  ten  thousand 
pickets  for  palisades,  fraisings,  &c.  Contract  for  them,  or  as  many  of 
them  as  you  can  on  the  best  terms,  deliverable  as  speedily  as  possible,  but 
at  all  events  before  January.  Plank  and  scantling  also  will  be  wanted  for 
platforms,  sleepers,  braces,  &c.  Let  your  measures  be  taken  as  if  by  order 
from  the  secretary  of  war  ;  but  profess  utter  ignorance  of  motives.  Manifest 
no  harry  or  emotion,  for  you  are  surrounded  by  secret  agents,  yet  use 
every  exertion  in  your  power.  Quarters  for  the  troops  from  this  place, 
(esceptmg  Strong's  co.)  those  at  Fort  Adams,  and  point  Coupee,  and  one 
hundred  from  Fort  Stoddert,  must  be  provided  and  prepared.  Conti-acts 
will  be  made  for  wocd  as  we  descend  the  river. 

I  shall  be  with  you  by  the  20th  instant,  in  the  mean  time  be  you  as  silent 
as  the  grave. 

With  great  consideration  and  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Freeman. 
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arguments  vanish  before  the  appearance  ol  the  letters 
themselves.  Mr.  Chirk  seems  to  thnik  ihc  disLlosure  ot 
a  private  correspoiulence  a  trillc,  ami  jucli^cs  perhups  that 
other  men  cniglu  to  act  with  the  same  prolhg.icy  which 
murks  his  own  conduct.  Men  ot  honor  tio  not  llnuk  so; 
Wilkinson  did  not  think  so  ;  he  refuscil  to  disclose  them 
except  in  the  last  extremity,  unless  Burr  would  assent  to 
it ;  liurr  would  not  assent,  and  the  extremity  has  arrived. 
Wilkinson  is  as  ^^o(>d  as  his  word. 

The  sixtli.  is  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Clark  hy  Ikiir.  This 
also  has  peen  txplaiiu-d  in  a  manner  to  prove  that  Mr. 
Clark  was  badly  advised  in  making  the  charge.  'I'hc 
phrase,  "  things  impro[)er  to  letter,"  furnishes  Mr.  Clark 
with  a  wide  si  ope  for  the  exercise  of  his  imagination  ; 
and  It  is  remarkable,  that  he  ahvays  seems  most  delighted 
with  his  subject,  when  he  can  lay  hold  of  dubious  expres- 
sions  ;  he  then  appears  to  be  in  his  native  element,  lor  his 
fancy  delights  to  roam  in  the  regions  of  conjecture  and 
darkness.  So  much  for  his  ''  virtuous  education." 
'*  Proofs,"  page  4. 

The  .scvcm/iy  is  Wilkinson's  letter  to   Adair  from  the 
rapids  of  Ohio.      It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  Adair  was  an 
(■l,i'c-  of  Wilkinson  ;  that  the  latter  had  dragged  him  from 
cb.-^curity  and  had  taken  him  as  a  lieutenant  on  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  Wabash   Indians,   in  the  year  1791  ;  he 
had   recommended    him   also  to   generals  St.   Clair  and 
Wayne    (see  memoirs)    to   the   secretaries   of  war,   Mc 
Henry  and  Dearborn,  and  had  appointed  him  under  the 
authoritv  of  general  Washington  to  a  military  command  ; 
[See  (ippei'dix.   No.   IIG,    117,  and  118.]    but   Hurr  had 
asked  from  Wilkinson  a  letter  to  Adair,  expressly  to  aid 
his  election  in   Tennessee,    (where    Adair  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  certain  influential   men)  ;    Wikinson  had 
failed  to  furnish  the  letter  r>  quested,  and  this  letter,  said 
to  i)e   written  from  the   rapids  of  Ohio,  was  to  prepnre 
Adair  for  the  promotion  of  Burr's  views,  in  relation  to 
his  election  to  Congress  ;  at  the  same  time  hinting  at  the 
probability  of  a  Spanish  war,  a  subject  on  which   Wilkin- 
son and  Adair  had  fn  quently  conversed,  and  which,  trom 
the    existing  state   of  things  at   that   particular   period, 
seemed   unavoidable.      This  letter,  evidently    written   in 
haste,  [Vrr  appcudix,  No.   119.]  to  a   person  in  whom  the 
general  entirely   confided,  with  rehition  to  Burr  contains 
the   expression  "he  reckons  on  you  ;"'  that  is  he  reckons 
on  vou,  to  assist  him  in  his  election  to  Congress.      W  ith 
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respect  to  a  Spanish  war,  it  savs,  *«  prepare  to  visit  me 
and  I  will  tell  you  all;''  th<t  's/all  about  the  views  of  a 
Sranish  war;  and,  in  that  case,  Wilkinson  adds,  ''we 
must  have  a  peep  at  the  unknown  world  beyond  me." 
This  was  quite  natural,  for,  in  case  of  a  war  with  Spain  the 
Unued  States  would,  of  course,  have  aimed  a  blow  at  the 
Spanish  possessions  in  their  neighborho  d  ;  because  there 
she  was  the  most  vulnerable  ;  and  if  that  blow  had  been 
aimed,  the  militia  of  Kentucky  would  necessarily  have 
been  called  into  service,  and  with  them,  it  was  consistent 
that  Wilkinson  should  desn-e  the  co-operation  of  Adair, 
his  quondam  aid-de-camp,  who  had  served  under  his  or- 
ders and  whose  military  character  he  understood. 

But  Wilkinson  does  not  rest  his  defence  against  this 
charge,  upon  the  preceding  candid  explanations;  fortu- 
nately in  this,  as  in  other  instances,  he  has  preserved  the 
letters  of  Adair  himself,  to  speak  for  his  own  guilt  and 
Wilkinson's  innocence.  We  refer  to  the  subjoined  ex- 
tracts from  *  Adair's  letters  and  of  an  intercepted  letter, 
Nos.  121,  122,  123  and  !24. 

*  Extracts  taken  from  three  letters  of  general  John  Adair,  Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  Kentucky,  to  gener  al  James  Wilkinson  at  St  Louis. 

City  of  Washikgtox,  December  ol,  1805. 
I  HAVE  a  favor  to  beg  of  you,  which,  I  am  afraid,  vou  will  think 
too  great.  1  ask  for  my  own  information  alone.  I  wish  to  know  your 
cpii^ion  of  the  courses  and  distances  that  follow.  First  How  far  the  Rio 
Bravo  empties  into  the  Gulph,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  New 
Orleans,  together  with  the  general  course.  The  same  as  to  the  river  Co- 
lorado, and  the  probable  length  of  these  rivers ;  likewise  the  same  as  to  a 
line  which  would  begmon  the  Gulph,  between  Carecut  or  Carcase  and  Ar- 
niento  or  Marment",  and  run  so  as  to  pass  between  the  Adeas  and  Natchi- 
toches, until  it  strikes  the  Red  river.  I  do  not  expect  you  to  send  me  any 
thing  like  a  map  of  the  country,  but  merely  such  information  as  will  enable 
me  to  form  something  like  a  correct  opinion,  for  my  own  information  and 
satisfaction.  I  well  know  your  gographical  knowledge  of  that  countrj- 
must  be  better  than  any  others.  Will  you  likewise  mention  the  distance 
and  course  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  Santa  Fee  ? 


City  or  Washington,  January  27,  1806. 
YOU  observe  to  me,  thai  I  "  have  seen  colonel  Burr,  and  ask  me  what 
was  his  business  in  the  west '"  Ansu-er.  Only  to  avoid  a  prosecution  in  New 
York-  Now,  sir,  you  will  oblige  me  by  answering  a  question  in  turn,  for  I 
know  you  can.  Pray,  how  far  is  it,  and  what  kind  of  way  from  St.  Louis 
to  Santa  Fee,  and  from  then,  e  to  Mexico  ? 

I  was  informed  a  few  days  past,  and  I  believe  the  information  to  be  cor- 
rect, that  both  the  ruling  parties  in  New  York  have  made  proposals  to  col- 
onel burr,  offering  to  pass  a  law  pardoning  all  past,  and  to  elect  him  gover- 
nor, if  he  will  return.  He  left  this  a  few  days  past  for  the  south,  and  will 
return  before  the  session  closes  j  whether  he  will  accede  to  their  proposals 
or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say. 


'1  he  testimony  of  gLiuriil  Adilr  will  not  be  nyvicd  hv 
the  cntmit's  of  Wilkinson  or  ol  ihc  coiintrv ,  much  less  by 
his  friend  and  patron  iNIr.  (^laik  ;  and  these  K-Jtrrs  not 
(>nly  acquit  Wilkinson  of  triiiiinal  intentions,  in  his  letter 
to  Adair,  from  the  Hapids  of  Ohio,  Alu)  28th,  1H()5,  hul 
the\'  also  \  iddicute  him  ;;^ainst  the  suspicion  of  anv  sinis- 
ter connexion  with  Hurr,  at  the  same  lime  that  lht\  e\  in(<* 
a  perfect  understanding  between  Hurr  and  Adair. 

The  ciglitli,  is  the  testimon\-  of  major  lirulV.  If  anv 
thing  could  add  to  the  ridiculous  absurdity  and  ilelibi  rate 
villany  of  the  major's  tale,  it  would  be  the  nianifest  ma- 
lice with  which  he  detailed  p:\rticvdars  ;  and  yet  what  does 
it  amount  to?  Sinipl\-,  that  j^eneral  Wilkinson  saiil  he  had 
111  view  "  rt  ^^roNf/ .v(/i(  wu',"  and  is  there  an  unl)iased  in- 
dividual in  existence,  who  seriouslv  believes  that  general 
Wilkii:-  Oil  would  closet  himself  with  a  man,  and  lock  the 

City  of  Wasiiim-,  ion-.  Jpril  17,  1806. 

COXGUKSS  have  agrcid  to  a  rcsoliiti.m  fo:Kljounion  >f<)nday  next , 
.ill  the  imjxTtaiit  Loncirns  ol'  the  nation,  the  insiiltb  and  injuricb  it  li:ti  sus- 
tained, (us  c unmunicr.ted  by  the  President,  and  clamoured  iVoni  one  end 
of  the  continent  to  the  other,)  have  been  duly  attended  and  jirovided  for, 
so  have  said  a  large  majority;  I  was  not  oiie  of  that  majority,  therefore 
I  was  wrong.  Two  nnllions  of  d-iUars  have  beea  appropriated  to  enable 
the  l^residcnt  to  negotiate  with  forei^jn  })o\\  ers ;  by  jiav  ing  this  in  advance, 
it  is  hoped  we  can  pnrthase  tlie  I'"l(  riilas  and  settle  all  dilVercnces  witli 
Spain.  This,  the  inienipcrate  Mr.  Ka.uL.lph  c;dls  buying  peace,  not  fn.ni 
Spain,  but  fr<.n\  her  ma-.'.er  Bonaparte.  Some  others  think  f,o  too;  the_, 
must  be  mistaken.  A  LUl  to  prevent  tl;e  im])or.ation  of  certain  articles  from 
Great  Britain,  affr  the  1  jth  of  Nr.ven-.bcr  ne.\t,  it  is  believed,  will  bring 
that  haughty  maritime  power  to  bend  her  i"p-sails  to  us.  'Ihus  our  wai  s 
have  all  vanished.  You  nm.  content  yourself  with  governing.  Vou  will  have 
no  fighting  (nidcss  with  judge  Lucas.)  A  bill  came  to  tlie  Senate  some 
time  past,  declaring  that  no  oilicer  of  tin*  army  or  navy  should  hold  or  ex- 
ercise any  civil  otlice  or  a|)pointnunt,  after  the  3d  of  July  ne.\t  This,  I 
presume,  was  intended  to  give  you  a  relish  for  entering  upon  a  celebration 
of  the  4th.  The  Senate  rejected  it  Another  has  been  sent  us  a  few  days 
past,  authori  ing  the  judges  of  the  Mic';.i;^an  and  Louisiana  territories,  tt) 
make  laws  with  or  without  the  aid  of  the  governor.  'Ihis  bill  was  taken 
up  in  Senate  yesterday,  and  drew,  from  your  friends,  some  wtirmth  of  e.x- 
p.-cssion;  they  considered  it  as  an  unwurranied  per.secution,  founded  in  ma- 
lice. I  was  sorry  gtneral  Samuel  Smith  was  in  the  chair,  as  President 
pro  tcmpci-c.  He  comes  out  pretty  fre<ly  oti  suth  occasions.  The  bill  wu'. 
laid  to  sleep,  till  the  fir.st  Monday  in  November  next  ;  till  which  |>criod,  I 
presume,  the  governor  may  likewise  sleep  in  peace,  as  it  is  now  too  laie  in 
the  session,  for  malice  itself,  to  meditate  a  further  attad:. 

You  have  seen  ia  the  paj.crs,  the  attack  made  by  Air.  Uaitdolph  on  the 
^ministratiorK  It  is  spo.^ea  of  here  as  a  light  thing.  My  own  opinion  is, 
that  it  will  gfTOW.  An  opposition  to  those  m  power  is  generall>  j)t>pular; 
those  who  oppose  have  only  to  watch  the  conduct  of  oilurs  ;  they  do  not 
act  themselves,  by  v  hich  they  might  be  committed,  'i'hc  President  has 
been  imprudent,  in  decl.irirg  so  s.ion.  that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate  for 
the  office.  It  ha.  bst  him  a  -Tca;  share  of  influence,  derived  from  jsiiro- 
nage.  Courtiers  ?.licady  Irok  up  to  the  President  in  c^Ic;tanc  . 
vol,  ii.  '  9 
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door  upon  him,  merelv  to  tell  hini  that  he  had  in  his  head 
"a  grand  schemer"  A  grand  scheme  of  what?  Major 
BrUiT,  poor  gentleman,  could  not  discover,  with  all  his  in- 
genious watchfulness  ;  but  his  head  being  filled  with  "  gor- 
gons  and  chimeras  dire,"  and  his  heart  with  vengeful  ma- 
lignity, he  concluded  that  this  "  grand  scheme"  must  be 
for  the  subversion  of  the  Union,  and  the  ruin  of  the  poor 
Spaniards  in  Mexico.  Tnis  expression,  "  a  grand  scheme," 
being  a  little  mysterious,  being  invented  by  Bruff,  pre- 
cisely for  the  purpose  to  which  Mr.  Clark  has  applied  it, 
gives  the  latter  another  opportunity  of  indulging  his  poet- 
ical talent^  which  is  aUvays  excilecl  by  fiction,  i'he  latter 
part  of  the  generaPs  letters  to  Adair  and  Bruff,  [Ste  Nos. 
119  and  \20,]  treat  about  Wilkinson's  private  concerns, 
and  of  his  wish  to  retire  to  private  life,  and  so  far  they  pal- 
pably refute  every  idea  of  any  connexion  of  an  improper 
kind  with  Burr  ;  for  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  a  man 
bent  on  an  immense  and  daring  enterprise,  in  v/hich  he 
must  lose  all  or  gain  all,  would  give  himself,  at  the  same 
time,  concern  about  his  domestic  arrangements  or  debts, 
in  a  country,  which  he  was  about  to  revolutionize  or  quit 
forever. 

To  those  who  may  desire  to  understand  the  merits  of 
the  major's  testimony,  we  recommend  the  perusal  of  the 
President's  printed  message  to  Congress,  on  the  subject 
of  Burr's  trial  at  Richmond  ;  and  then  to  contrast  the  ma- 
jor's examination,  with  the  subjoined  affidavit*  of  lieuten- 
ant Whitlock,  a  man  of  unquestionable  veracity. 

•  I,  Ambrose  ^Vhitlcc!■:,  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
do  solemnly  swear,  chat  I  ascended  the  river  Mississippi  witli  general  Wil- 
kinson, in  the  summer  of  1805,  when  he  went  to  take  possession  of  the 
government  of  Louisiana.  I  was,  at  that  time,  pay-master  to  the  troops 
stationed  at  St.  Lou.s,  and  had  on  board  of  my  ooat  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  making  payment  to  those  troops.  When  we  arrived  in  about 
twenty  miles  of  St.  Louis,  I  informed  the  general  that  the  provision  for 
my  crew  was  exhausted,  and  requested  his  permission  to  go  on  to  St.  Louis 
as  quick  as  possible  for  a  supply,  my  boat  being  much  lighter  than  his, 
and  capable  of  ascendir.g  the  stream  with  more  rapiJity.  1  he  general  con- 
sented, and  desired  that  1  would  acquaint  major  Bruft"  of  his  approach  ;  and 
added,  that  it  was  possible  the  major  might  accompany  me  on  the  next 
morning  to  meet  him.  But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  general  did  not  tell 
me  to  inform  the  major  that  he  had  any  particular  busuiess  with  him  ;  and 
1  took  the  message  only  to  be  intended  to  prepare  the  major,  who  command- 
ed at  St.  Louis,  tor  the  customary  honors  to  the  commander  in  chief.  The 
day  after  which,  I  think,  was  tl:e  2d  or  5d  of  July,  havuig  drawn  provi- 
:/ions  fcr  my  men,  and  deposited  my  money,  1  reita-ned  to  meet  the  general, 
accompanied  by  major  Bruff.  About  seven  miles  from  St.  Louis,  we  dis- 
covered the  general's  boat  on  shore  and  put  to.  1  he  general  had  just 
breakfasted,  and  v.  as  on  the  point  of  putting  oft',  which  our  arrival  did  not. 
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'I'lic  ////////  :'.ncl  last,  is  tlu-  letter  iVoin  Wilkinson  to  Hiirr, 
])()st-maikt(l  13th  May,  unci  Hurr's  cy|)licrcd  letter.  With 
rtsi>ect  to  the  first,  if,  as  Mr.  Clark  su\s,  IJurr  was  deter- 
rcd  Irom  disclosing  it,  from  an  a|)prehension  of  establish- 
ing his  own  guilt,  he  si:rclv,  since  his  accjuitlal,  has  had  no 
reason  for  concealment.  Hurr  is  now  outlawed  hv  the  mo- 
ral sense  of  the  American  comnumil\  ;  he  has  no  further 
hopes  here.  Win  ilu  n  not  have  produced  it  since  1807  ? 
Is  the  concealment  tr>  hi-  attributed  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  consi)irators  for  Wilkinson  i  Let  the  virulence  with 
which  he  has  been  persecuted  answer  and  silence  the  ques- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  second,  the  ciphered  letter 
liom  Burr  to  Wilkinson,  wc  will  proceed  to  an  analysis, 
and  place  the  thirp;  on  its  just  groimds. 

1.  I'he  sujipression  or  alteration  of  any  word  in  decy- 
pherinjj  the  leiler  by  Wilkinson,  so  that  the  suppression 
or  alteration  did  not  nilecl  the  exposure  oi'  Burr's  intcn- 
tio!i,or  abi><.)luiely  alter  the  sense,  does  not  argue  a  i/csign 
of  concealment  on  the  part  of  the  general  for  sinister  pur- 
pos;^s ;  because  that  is  a  siibstant'i  d  interpretation  of  a 
thing,  which  explains  the  general  scope  and  object  of  it. 
Wilkinson  accounts  very  rationally  why  particular  ex- 
pressions were  omitted,  and  the  punctuation  altered  whilst 
he  was  at  New  Orleans,  to  wit:  to  keep  from  the  public 
at  t/iiit  Jjart/cii/cir  tinir,  any  phrase  that  could  give  room  to 
the  traitors,  to  ruin  him  with  the  honest  citizens  of  the 
place,  b\  the  artifice  of  denouncing  him  as  the  coadjutor 
of  Burr,  which  was  attempted,  and  for  a  moment  paralizcd 
his  elforts. 

But  if  he  had  really  intended  a  concealment  altogether, 
wh\- would  he  furnish  the  key  to  the  c\pher ;  or  indeed 
what  need,  in  the  fust  instance,  of  exposing  the  C3phered 
Utter  at  all?     Wilkinson  could  have  acted  against  Burr 

I  am  conndciit,  delay  more  than  fifieen  minutes.  Tht?  boats  lay  under  a 
high  bank,  and  if  an\  private  conversation  really  took  jilace  beiween  the 
general  and  major  BriiH,  it  must  have  been  on  the  open  beach.  But  I  am 
persuaded  from  the  s^hort  time  that  we  remained  on  shore,  tliat  there  was 
no  such  cmversation  held  \V*e  ascended  the  river  but  a  short  distance, 
when  we  discovered  the  St.  Louis  dragoons  on  shore.  The  gciie:al  landed, 
and  as  soon  as  he  was  introduced  to  some  of  the  gentlemen,  lie  mounted 
his  horse  and  instantly  proceeded  to  St.  Louis. 

(Signed)  A.  WHITLOCK. 

Sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  13th  January,  1808, 
(.Signed)  GEO:   WALLACE,  jr. 

y.  r.  Knox  Cvunty,  Iiu!.  Tcr. 
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upon  Swartwout's  verbal  comraunicatiori,  and  have  kept 
the  cyphered  letter  out  of  view.  Would  a  man  who  aims 
to  conceal  the  contents  of  a  cyphered  letter,  first  de- 
cypher  it  substantially^  and  then  g  ve  up  the  key  to  the 
world,  for  a  more  critical  version  ?  We  say  substaiitial- 
hj^  for  the  hypercritics  have  taken  much  pains,  to  shew- 
that  it  was  not  a  substantial  explanation  that  Wilkinson 
furnished  ;  confusing  in  this  instance,  a  verbal  interpreta- 
tion, which  Wilkinson  did  not  pretend  to  give,  with  a 
substnJitial  one,  which  he  did  give  :  the  v/ords  omitted  or 
changed  by  WilkinscMi,  do  not  im}/Hcate  him.  His  sup' 
prvH.^ion  of  them,  is  the  only  circumstance  th;it  gives  color 
for  supposing  they  do  ;  and  the  concealment  is  accounted 
for,  on  grounds  connected  witli  his  personal  utility  to  the 
public  service,  in  such  a  crisis  ;  connect  with  the  preced- 
ing circumstances  the  \&xy  material  fact  which  aeems  to 
have  been  overlooked  by  the  Jcreman  of  the  grand  jury y 
that  Wilkinson  produced  to  that  body,  a  fair  duplicate  of 
Burr''s  (vphered  letter,  tnit  to  him  by  Bcllnian,  iindefaced 
and  without  the  crcaure  or  alttrntion  of  a  single  word  or 
a  syllable,  and  no  improper  motive  can  be  attached  to  his 
conduct.  He  stands  justified  in  his  oath  and  must  be  ac- 
quitted by  public  opinion. 

2.  A  cypher  is  not  generally  used  to  conceal  dark  and 
mysterious  expressions  ;  but  to  conceal  statements  at  large. 
It  is  a  certain  shield  of  protection,  against  all  but  those 
who  possess  the  key.  Look  at  this  cyphered  letter  of 
3^urr  ;  there  is  neither  accuracy  nor  order  in  it,  nor  does 
it  cover  an  expression  that  implies,  on  the  part  of  Wilkin- 
son, a  concurrence  in  Burr's  schemes.  If  the  plan  had 
been  a  concurrent  one,  would  there  not  have  been  some 
hint  to  that  effect?  All  is  mystery  ;  and  although  mask- 
ed in  cyphers,  Burr  approaches  Wilkinson,  manifestly, 
without  confidence,  and  as  if  he  were  not  sure  of  him. 

3.  Can  any  one  believe  there  was  a  combination  be- 
tween Burr  and  Wilkinson,  after  we  look  at  their  respec- 
tive positions  ?  Burr  was  evidently  uninformt;d  of  what 
Wilkinson  was  about.  Had  Wilkinson  been  an  associate, 
would  he  not  have  kept  Burr  advised  of  his  movements  ? 
Would  there  not  have  been  some  concert  ?  Would  he 
have  left  St.  Louis  v.ithout  even  giving  him  notice  of  it? 

The  presumption  is  too  absurd  for  a  second  thought. 

4.  There  Avas  no  concert.  "  Sendfortlnvith  "  (says  Burr 
in  his  ciphered  letter)  "  an  inttlligent  and  confidential 
friend  with  xchcm  Burr  may  confer  ;  he  shall  return  imme- 
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diatehj  with  further  interesting  detc.ila ;  thi.t  is  es.setUiai  to 
concert  and  harmony  of  movement  ;''^  of  course  there  had 
hecn  no  ])rcvic)us  unclirstaiulin^  as  i<>  movements  ;  and 
this  ('.ill  lor  a  '■^coujickn'i  iljitcndy''''  was  to  test  ilie  ijcne- 
ral's  di"sposiiions  anil  reincne  all  douhls  ;  the  ailair  was 
^till  to  be  harmonized  and  concerted.  '1  he  whole  letter 
indicates  tliat  he  wanted  (what  he  had  not  ohiained)  au 
understanding  with  Wilkinson.  He  wanted  I'roni  him  a 
a  list  oi"  persons  westward  ot  the  mountains  ;  lour  or  five 
oHicers'  commissions  ;  points  to  be  designated  for  depots 
of  provisions.  He  does  not  say  Wilkinsun  had  done 
these  things,  but  he  Ti'ont.i  him  to  do  then).  Docs  this 
K)ok  like  concert,  combination,  or  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  Wilkinson  ?  No  I  tiiey  were  baits,  thrown  out  by 
iiurr,  who  had  heard  \\'ilkinson  frequently  speak  of  the 
coiujuost  of  Mexico,  /,'/  case  tlif  United  States  sliould go  to 
-icar  irith  Spain-,  ami  he  hoped  to  allure  the  general  to  en- 
ter into  the  scheme,  without  the  approbation  of  his  country. 
5.  The  words  "  at  length  obtained  funds  "  apply  to 
Burr's  exertions  and  not  to  Wilkinson's.  He  does 
not  sav  wc  have  obtained  funds,  but  "  /  have  obtained 
funds,  and  [I]  have  actually  commenced."  That  is,  Burr 
hatl  actually  commenced  upon  his  own  fooling,  without 
ha\  ing  any  concert  or  understanding  with  Wilkinson  ; 
Lind  what  do  '>  the  eastern  detachments  "  imply  ?  'i'hat 
Wilkinson  had  detachments  in  the  7irv?  ,•  certainlv  not  1 
It  is  notoiious  that  Burr  hud  recruits  in  New  York, 
Pennsvlvanin,  and  other  stales,  which  are,  relatively,  east 
of  what  is  called  the  western  country  ;  and  it  was  neces- 
sarv  these  should  march  first,  to  reach  the  general  ren- 
dezvous on  the  Ohio.  He  spoke  of  the  eastern  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  western  detachments,  which  he  had 
himself  organized,  for  we  know  he  had  his  associates,  "a 
host  of  choice  spirits,"  on  the  western  waters  :  The  words 
"  our''''  and  "  r^v,"  which  Burr  introduces,  do  not  conclu- 
sively refer  to  Wilkinson.  If  for  example.  Burr,  Clark, 
Daylon  and  Adair,  had  concerted  a  scheme,  and  it  was 
their  aim  that  Wilkinson  ihould  be  brought  into  it.  Burr 
writing  to  Wilkinson  and  using  "  our  and  wv,"  would  al- 
lude niore  to  his  actual  associates,  b\- these  words,  than 
to  Wilkinson  ;  "  our  projects,  5cc."  (that  is  Burr,  Clark, 
Daylon  and  Adair.)  But  i\Ir.  Clark  admits  that  a  letter 
written  to  another  is  not  in  itself  complete  [is  it  an\-  ?] 
evidence  of  guilt,  in  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed  ;  " 
and  that  a  contrary  doctrine,  would  put  an  innocent  man 
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in  the  power  of  the  first  villaui,  who  chose  to  write  to 
him  in  the  style  of  an  associate/'  Page  128,  of  "  Proofs." 
The  deliberate  fraud  and  perfidy,  and  the  rank  dishonor, 
for  which  colonel  Burr  was  fitted,  is  inconiestibly  proved 
in  the  subjoined  letters*  of  the  27th  November,  and  the 

Louisville,  ^Tth  November,  1806. 
Dear  Sir, 

Considering  the  various,  and  extravagant  reports  which  circulate  concern- 
ing me,  it  may  not  be  unsatisfactory  to  you  to  be  informed  (and  to  you  there 
can  be  no  better  source  of  information  than  myself)  that  I  have  no  wish  or  de- 
sign to  attempt  a  separation  of  the  Union  ;  that  I  have  no  connexion  with 
any  foreign  power  or  government ;  that  I  never  meditated  the  introduction  of 
anv  foreign  power  or  influence,  into  the  United  States,  or  any  part  of  its 
territories  ;  but  on  the  contrary  should  repel  with  indignation,  any  proposi- 
tion or  measure  having  that  tendency  ;  in  fine,  that  I  have  no  project  or 
views  hostile  to  the  interest  or  tranquillity  or  Union  of  the  United  States, 
or  prejudicial  to  its  government;  and  I  pledge  you  my  honor  for  the  truth 
cf  tnis  declaration. 

It  is  true  that  I  am  engaged  in  an  extensive  speculation,  and  that  with 
me  are  associated  some  of  jour  intimate  and  dearest  friends.  The  objects 
are  such  as  every  man  of  honor  and  every  good  citizen  must  approve. 
They  have  been  communicated  to  several  of  the  principal  ofncers  of  our 
government,  particularly  to  one  high  in  the  confidence  cf  the  administi-aticn  : 
He  has  assured  me  my  views  would  be  grateful  to  the  administration  ;  in- 
deed, from  the  nature  uf  them,  it  cannot  be  othei-wise  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
of  having  received  your  active  suoport,  if  a  personal  communication  with 
vou  could  have  been  had :  accident  and  indispensible  occupations  have 
prevented  me  from  visiting  you  for  this  purpose. 

This  explanation  seemed  due  to  the  frankness  of  your  character  and 
vour responsible  station;  to  my  own  feelings,  and  to  the  attachment  with 
which  your  khidness  and  confidence  had  influenced  me.  If  I  have  as-, 
cribed  to  you  a  solicitude  you  have  not  felt,  you  will  impute  it  to  the  great 
value  I  place  in  your  esteem ;  and  I  pray  that  you  will  always  believe  me 
to  be,  your  faithful  and  affectionate  friend, 

A.  EURU. 
His  excellency  governor  Harrison. 

Lexixgtox,  December  24t/j,  1806. 
My  Dear  Sir,  ^ 

By  the  hand  of  my  friend  and  relation,  major  Westcott,  you  will  receive 
a  news-paper  containing  the  orders  lately  issued  by  general  Jackson  to 
the  militia  of  west  Tennessee ;  being  the  division  under  his  command.  It 
occun-ed  to  me  that  you  might  deem  something  similar  to  be  addressed  to 
the  militia  of  Indiana,  not  inexpedient  at  this  moment,  and  that  the  peru- 
sal of  this  pr':>duction  might  be  acceptable 

All  reflecting  men  consider  a  waj-  with  Spain  to  be  inevitable.  In  such 
an  event  I  think  you  would  not  be  at  ease  as  an  idle  spectator.  If  it  should 
be  my  lot  to  be  employed,  which  there  is  reason  to  expect,  it  would  be  my 
highest  gratification  to  be  associated  with  you. 

1  pray  you  to  believe  in  assurances  of  the  very  great  respect  and  esteeni 
with  v/hich  I  am,  your  friend,  kc. 

A.  BURR. 
His  excellency  governor  Harrison. 


iJ4Ui  December,  ISOG,  which  he  wrote  to   governor  H:ir- 
rison. 

(>.  There  is  an  inconsistency  and  an  ahsurditv  in  tlie 
letter  ;  iiurr  says,  '•'■  Jiiuil  on/crs  are  ^ivcn  to  my  fi  iciids 
and  loUowers  ;"  and  yet  the  movements  had  not  hecn  eon- 
cerletl  with  Wilkinson  ;  provisions  hatl  not  been  ck-po^ited  ; 
commissions  were  wanted  ;  the  boats  were  not  construct- 
ed, and  the  c\[)cdiLion  was  not  to  n\o\e  lor  tlirci-  months 
afterwards. 

7.  "  Ihe  Ciods  (says  Burr)  invite  us  to  glory  and  for- 
tune ;  /'/  rtmaitia  to  ht  .seen  whct/irr  we  di-servc  the  hcon.'''* 
It  ^'■rc-nains  to  be  seen."  What  does  Burr  mean  by  this  ? 
Why  "  it  rcmdins  to  he  atin,  whether  you,  (general  Wil- 
kinson, will  join  f/.v  (Burr,  Da)  ton,  Adair  and  Clark.)  in 
cur projtrt.,  the  tasiiTii  <ieti:c/i >ncnts  oi  whicli  will  rendc/-- 
vous  on  Ohio  on  fust  November." 

8.  The  whole  letter  appciiis  to  be  fdled  with  lies.  It 
lies-  (according  to  subsequent  information)  about  "  naval 
protection  of  Kngland"  It  //f.v  about  'I'ruxton's  going  to 
Jamaica.  It  //fs  about  the  navy  of  the  United  States  be- 
ing ready  to  join.  It  lies  about  daughter  and  husband. 
It //>'.v  al)OUt  agents.  And  wherefore  all  these  lies?  If 
Wilkinson  had  been  an  associate,  there  was  no  reason 
wluitever  for  it.  But  there  was  great  reason  for  it  if  he 
was  no!  an  associate,  because  tlie  more  Burr  magnified 
his  means,  the  greater  would  be  the  inducement  for  Wil- 
kinson to  join  him.  Ihat's  the  secret  of  the  letter  1  Burr 
wanted  to  ,^/^rt/?z  Wilkinson,  and  he  baited  his  hook  with 
funds,  and  detachments,  and  navies,  (which  had  no  exis- 
tence) in  order  the  more  surely  to  catch  him.  Does  not 
the  truth  flash  on  the  reader's  mind  ?  We  are  very  much 
mistaken,  if  the  present  interpretation  of  the  cvphered  let- 
ter, will  not  be  more  full  than  Mr.  Clark  desires. 

9.  Again,  ''  I  guarantee  the  result  (says  Burr,)  with 
mv  life  and  honor;  with  the  lives,  the  honor  and  fortunes 
of  hundreds,  the  best  blood  of  our  country."  Wh\- this 
l)lcdge  ?  Why?  Because  he  is  making  professions  arid  of- 
fering persuasives  to  win  Wilkinson.  When  one  man 
wants  to  obtain  another's  consent  to  any  thing  equivocal, 
he  employs  the  language  used  by  Burr;  we  hear  it  every- 
day. "Do  come,  go  with  us;"  or,  "join  us,  and  we 
pledge  our  lives  and  honor,  that  you  shall  receive  no  in- 
jury." "  Come  buy  my  houses,  or  my  lands,  or  my  lot- 
tery tickets,  and  you  will  make  your  fortune."  This  is 
the  current  conversation  in  tlie  commerce  of  life,  and 
Burr  naturally  resorted  to  it,  when  he  made  the  attempt 
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to  seduce  Wilkinson.  Men  engaged  in  a  common  con- 
cern, do  not  '■^guarantee  "  one  another,  for  that  would 
destroy  the  community  of  the  undertaking  ;  and  a  '•^guar- 
antee "  is  only  offered  by  one  person  to  another,  in  order 
to  prevail  on  that  other  to  do  something,  that  he  supposes 
he  may  or  does  not  want  to  do 

10.  Finally,  with  respect  to  the  letter  in  cypher,  view 
it  as  we  have  analized  it,  and  it  corresponds  with  the 
cunning  which  Burr  is  believed  to  possess.  The  letter 
is  calculated  to  seduce  Wilkinson  from  his  duty,  if  possi- 
ble ;  but  if  the  attempt  failed,  and  the  letter  should  be  ex- 
posed, to  afford  no  clear  evidence  of  the  whole  extent  of 
Burr's  real  designs.  Look  at  the  letter  in  any  other 
light,  and  the  writer  must  appear  a  blockhead.  Had  Wil- 
kinson been  truly  connected  with  Burr,  then  the  latter 
would  certainly  have  alluded  to  some  previous  particular 
engagement  between  them  ;  and  the  wantof  th'.\t  allusion 
is  proof  that  the  connexion  did  not  exist,  because  the 
letter  was  not  only  in  cypher,  but  was  sent  by  a  confiden- 
tial agent;  and  yet  had  it  been  lost  on  the  journey,  the 
contents  as  they  are  (if  discoverable  out  of  the  cypher; 
would  have  developed  enough,  to  defeat  the  plan  as  com- 
pletely, as  if  the  particulars  had  been  set  forth  at  large. 
The  effect  of  Burr's  cunning  and  ambiguity  cannot  be 
denied,  because  it  has  been  broadly  demonstrated  on  the 
trial  at  Richmond,  where  his  letter  proved  nothing  of 
guilt ;  but  on  the  contrary,  was  converted  by  some  per- 
sons, into  a  testimonial  of  his  patriotism,  and  an  evidence 
of  Wilkinson's  perfidy.  If  Burr  had  been  sure  of  Wil- 
kinson ;  if  any  compact  had  existed  between  them,  why 
should  he  have  employed  the  influence  of  general  Dayton, 
to  corrupt  h'.mr  O--  is  it  possible  he  should  have  ceased 
to  write  to  his  coadjutor  after  the  29th  oi  July,  a  space  ot 
almost  five  months  before  the  explosion  at  New  Orleans, 
particularly  as  he  had  crossed  the  mountains  and  reached 
Kentucky  in  September  ? 

Thus  then  INir.  Clark's  Proofs  are  totally  invalidated. 
Let  us  examine  cursorily  his  leading  arguments. 

1st.  He  sa\  s,  "  unless  [the  conspirators]  were  assured 
of  the  general's  co-operation,  they  put  it  completely  in 
his  power  to  destroy  their  schemes  and  ruin  its  authors." 
"  Proofs,"  page  130. 

Ansiver.  They  coidd  not  succeed  without  Wilkinson's 
co-operation,  because  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
which  had  fortunately  been  thrown  between  the  conspira- 
tors and  the  point  of  their  destination,  and  therefore   it 
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was  necessary  to  gain  liini ;  an, I  clu-  ciil)'  way  to  jjiii;  hiia 
was  to  tcinj)t  him.  Hut  if  Mr.  Clark  had  lo<>k.cd  at  Mr. 
CabclPs  tusiimony  Lcloic  the  court  at  lii^hiumiJ,  on 
IJurr's  trial,  lie  would  have  discovt-rcd  a  moic  palpable 
motive  to  justify  this  aitcin|)t  of  iJurr  on  general  Wilkin- 
son. Mr.  Cabell  tells  the  c(jurt  that  j^cneial  Wilkin- 
son,  on  his  exauunation  before  the  grand  jur)-,  remarked, 
"that  he  had  written  several  letters  or  notes  to  colonel 
Burr,  to  draw  from  him  his  leal  dcsii^n,  belwein  their  in- 
ters iew  at  St.  Louis  and  the  commencement  of  the  follow- 
mg  summer;  that  his  object  was  to  draw  from  colonel 
Burr  a  disclosure  of  the  nature  of  the  enterprise  ;  if  it 
were  projier,  that  he  miglit  participate  it  :  if  not,  that  he 
•nigiu  communicate  the  information  to  the  government. 
With  respect  to  the  letter,  j)o.st  marked  13th  Ma)-,  the 
general,  on  In  ing  interrogated,  was  not  positive  he  had 
written  it,  bm  believed  he  had."  Now  Burr,  after  hav- 
ing employed  every  art,  by  the  medium  (-f  the  puijlii)-, 
prints  and  of  jnivate  correspomknc  e,  to  disaifect  Wilkin- 
son to  his  government  and  his  countrv,  on  receiving  a 
letter  of  encouragement  fiom  him,  believed  the  poison 
Jiad  taken  ;  and  then  it  was,  he  determined  to  tamper 
with  him  and  lest  his  loyalt\-,  and  fortius  purpose,  Swart- 
wout  and  Bollman  were  put  in  motion,  with  their  letters 
;i  cypiier. 

"il.  "  lie  does  nc  t  even,  on  the  21st  of  October,  send 
to  the  President  a  copy  of  the  c)  phered  letter."  *'  Proofs  '' 
page  134-. 

Ansxvtr.  The  president  ^\ns  informed  of  the  general's 
impressions  touching  Burr  on  the  2 1st  of  ()ctt>ber-,  and  a 
gentleman  of  the  administration  had  previoush-  been 
warned,  to  keep  an  eye  on  him.  But  in  Wilkinson's  si- 
tuation, duI)io\is  whether  Burr  inight  not  be  secretlv 
countenanced  by  government,  it  v/as  necessary  for  him  to 
reserve  in  his  own  hands,  the  wiitten  evidence  on  which 
lie  founded  his  information,  until  he  heard  from  the  Pre- 
sident  on  the  subject.  This  was  necessary  to  his  own 
justification,  in  case  Burr  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
President ;  for  be  it  remembered,  that  we  v.ere  then  in 
hostile  array  against  the  Spaniards:  And  further,  the 
President's  proclaaiation  wi:ich  issued  upon  the  receipt 
of  Wilkii.sju's  Utter  of  the  21st  October,  gave  the  first 
effectual  «.heck  to  Burr's  enterprize. 

Sd.   "That  Wilkinson  kept  the  ^^hipping  in  the  hnrhor, 

vol.  ii.  10 
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the  money  in  the  bank,  and  erected  a  Fort  for  defending 
the  city,  ("  Proofs,"  page  137,  138)  in  order  that  Burr, 
when  he  came,  might  seize  them." 

Aji-'^'cer.  And  yet  Wilkinson  shipped  off  Bm-r's  asso- 
ciates who  infested  New  Orleans  1  This  was  a  curious 
'method  of  securing  the  city  for  Burr.  What  would  Mr. 
Clark  have  said,  if  tlie  general  had  shipped  the  money  of 
the  bank  off  too  f  And  what  will  the  world  say  of  his  au- 
dacity, after  perusing  the  following  proceedings  of  the 
merchants  of  New  Orleans  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, held  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  communications  made  to  them  this  morning,  by  his 
excellency  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  and  general  James 
Wilkinson, 

Paul  Lannuse,  esquire,  in  the  chair  ; 

It  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  a  general  and  imme- 
diate embargo  of  all  the  shipping  in  the  port,  be  recom- 
mended to  his  excellency  as  the  best  means  of  obtaining 
the  desired  object. 

(Signed)  PAUL  LANNUSE,  President' 

New  Orleans^  December  9th,  1806. 

RICHARD  RELF,  Secretanj- 

it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  that  the  motives  of  this 
measure,  were  to  facilitate  the  manning  and  equipping  the 
armed  flotilla  under  captain  Shaw,  for  the  defence  of  the 
city  ;  and  it  is  a  fact,  that  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  shipping  the  money  of  the  bank,  on  the  earliest  ap- 
proach of  the  conspirators. 

There  are  other  miscellaneous  fallacies  in  Mr.  Clark's 
*'  Proofs,"  which  the  good  sense  of  the  most  careless  read- 
er will  detect.  Of  this  cast,  is  the  letter  to  colonel  M'Kee, 
to  raise  a  corps  of  cavalry  to  go  to  Mexico,  which  finds  a 
satisfactory  solution,  in  the  notorious  rumours  and  ex- 
pectations of  a  Spanish  war,  about  the  time,  and  the  gene- 
ral's manifest  disposition  to  relieve  M'Kee  from  embar- 
rassment, by  procuring  him  a  commission  in  the  army, 
which  is  even  acknowledged  by  the  witness.  The  appa- 
rent contradiction  between  the  general's  oath,  that  he 
'•* declined''''  writing,  and  yet  the  admission  that  he  wrote 
by  post,  is  reconciled  by  the  simple  fact,  that  he  declined 
to  write  by  Swartwout.  This  letter  was  written  to  colo- 
nel Burr  with  the  pri\  ity  and  approbation  of  colonel  Bur- 
ling, at  a  time  whe^  Wilkinson  doubled  the  foundation  of 


liis  designs  ;  nnd  it  was  cakulated  to  dis-^iiade  and  dctffi 
li'un  f'rcm  an\'  unlawlul  enterpri/.f  ;  hut  on  receiving  the 
information  iVoin  Janus  1..  Donaldson,  Wilkinson's 
(loiil)ts  ccasfd,  and  then  he  rtrovcrcd  and  destroyed  thf 
letter. 

'I'here  are  a  jMeat  iikui\-  s'llK-  and  indeeent  refleetions  in 
7v{r.  (Jurk's  l){)ok,  wliieh  are  ()\erlhro\vn  l)\-  the  I'orce  ot 
iMir  facts  and  strictures.  Hut  it  may  not  he  irrelevant  in  this 
|>larc  to  achl  to  the  volume  of  f)ur  documents,  a  letter  to 
/aptain  'Ihomas  Swaine,  commanding  on  the  Mohile  ri- 
ver, to  prepare  him  for  tiie  attack  of  the  Spanish  post  of 
MoI>i<e,  [A/iprnd/y,  No.  VJ.r^.']  and  also  a  letlc  r  of  the  Gth 
Novemhcr,  18()G,  to  major  Porter,  \_Ko.  125.]  to  press 
forward   tlie    preparations   for  defence   at  "New  Orlean?. 

'Vo  proceed  towards  a  conclusion  ;  Mr.  Chuk  plumes 
liimself  much  upon  j^eneral  Wilkinson's  written  assurances 
<il  his  innf,cence,  as  related  to  colonel  Uvut;  and  the  gc- 
iicial  regrets  sincereh',  that  he  sliould  have  been  obliged 
to  change  his  opinion  of  IMr.  Clark.  IMie  letters  to 
which  Mr.  Clark  makes  reference,  were  founded  upon  the 
I  onvictions  of  the  general's  mind,  at  the  time  tliey  were 
V,  ritten,  and  those  convictions  grew  out  of  the  following 
circumstances  : 

1st.  The  information  received  from  colonel  Bcllchase 
and  captain  Samuel  Davi'^,  of  'Slv.  Clark's  ignorance  of 
liurr's  project. 

2d.  Mr.  Clark's  letters  to  tliC  general  in  the  month  of 
Octoljcr,  1805. 

od.  '1  he  intcgrit\-  and  friendship  manifest  in  Mr. 
Clark's  letter  of  February  22d,  ISOr,  to  the  general,  while 
lie  was  a  member  of  Congress  ;  and 

-4t!i.  'I  he  decisive  part  Mr.  Clark  took,  in  vindication 
of  general  Wilkinson  at  Washington,  in  the  winter  of 
180",  pending  the  scenes  of  Bun's  conspirac\-. 

It  will  be  shewn,  in  the  next  volume,  from  undeniable 
documents,  that  Mr.  Clark,  through  along  acquiintaincc, 
had  been  subservient  to  general  VN'^ilkinson,  and  that  the 
general  remunerated  him  richly;  yet  he  understood  Mr. 
Clark's  character,  having  received  it  from  his  uncle.  He 
knew  him  to  be  enterprizing,  ardent,  capricious,  \  ain  and 
aml)itious  ;  but  to  these  qualities  Mr.  Clark  vmitcd  ca- 
pacities for  great  utility;  and  from  their  earliest  acquain- 
tance, Wilkinson  had  endeavored  to  give  them  the  proper 
direction,  as  his  Ci:)rrespondence  with  Air.  Clark  will  here- 
after  prove  ;  but  Wilkinson  never  suspected  him  to  be  a 
'■illniTu  before  the  exhibit  of  gross  perjuries^  v.hich  he  ol- 


fert-cl  to  Congress  in  the  year  1808,  and  the  testimony  de- 
livered before  the  court  of  inquiiy  the  same  season,  by 
John  Graham,  esq.  and  captain  Wllham  A.  Murray. 
Since  that  period,  what  faith  has  not  Mr.  Clark  violated  ? 
What  calumnies  has  he  not  invented  ?  What  sums  has  he 
not  squandered  ?  How  manv  poor  human  souls  has  he  not 
consigned  to  everlasting  perdition,  in  tlie  attempt  to  wreck 
his  vengeance  on  Wilkinson  ?  And  why  all  this  ?  Because 
the  general  defeated  Burr's  traitorous  designs,  and  the 
traitor  himself  imposed  this  monstrous  task  on  Mr. 
Clark,  when  he  waited*  on  Burr  at  Richmond,  pending 
his  trial. 

The  delineation  of  Mr.  Clark's  character,  in  all  its  ex- 
travagant deformities,  his  speaking  portrait,  and  all  but 
living  likeness,  is  reserved  for  our  examination  of  the 
Spanisii  conspiracv.  The  question  now  is,  was  Mr. 
Ciark  an  accomplice  of  colonel  Biirr,  in  his  treasonable 
projects  ?  Let  the  virulence  of  his  resentments  ;  let  his 
pangs  of  despair  at  their  failure,  and  above  all,  let  the 
facts  which  follow  speak  to  an  unprejudiced  world. 

We  shall  close  this  chapter  with  the  following  report 
from  colonel  Burling  to  general  Wilkinson,  after  his  in- 
terview with  gc)\  ernor  Cordero  at  Nacogdoches  ;  which 
oliould  have  been  before  inserted  as  explanatory  of  the  de- 
licacy of  the  governor's  situation,  and  of  his  earnest  dis- 
position to  avert  hostilities. 

It  was  this  report,  which  warranted  Wilkinson  in  ma- 
king his  last  proposition  to  the  Spanish  commander,  which 
eventuated  so  happil.-  for  all  parties. 

HEAD  QUARTERS, 
Camp,  on  tie  left  bank  of  the  Sabine  River,  Nov.  4,  1806. 

SIR, 

AGREEABLY  to  your  request,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  to  }ou  the  heads  of  a  conversation  held 
with  governor  Cordero,  on  my  late  visit  to  him  as  the 
bearer  of  your  despatches  ;  but  I  pray  leave  to  observe, 
that  as  his  personal  communications  to  me  were  informal, 
they  cannot  be  considered  as  official,  though  they  mav 
serve  as  evidence  of  his  wishes  and  opinions. 

*  Mr.  Clark  arrived  at  Richmond,  pending  Burr's  trial,  with  his  man 
Thomas  Power,  and  remained  there  a  week,  yet  was  not  called  before 
the  court,  ahhough  subpoenaed  by  Burr;  during  this  perio<l,  he  had  fre- 
quent noctm-nal  interviews  with  Burr,  and  there  the  plan  of  Wilkinson's 
destruction  was  settled. 


Without  touching  the  merits  of  the  oliject  in  discussion, 
his  excellency  alter  having  reflected  on  the  contents  ol 
\our  despatcii,  hegan  by  express'ing  his  regret  thru  his  su- 
ixndinate  silualion,  being  under  the  orders  of  g<.ner;d  Sal- 
(  edo,  put  it  out  in  his  power  to  accede  forniallv  or  otlicial- 
ly  to  the  terms  proposed  b\-^jk^u,  \\hi(  h  he  Iriuikly  and 
without  hesilation  ackno\v-l<<1ged  to  be  lair  and  honoralile 
lor  both  I  ai  ties,  in  the  present  situation  ol  the  two  naiions, 
but  he  ob-erved,  that,  allliough  he  could  not  enter  into 
any  stipulation,  he  hoped  )  our  excellency  Wvudd  judge  by 
what  he  had  alreailN'  ilone,  of  what  his  wishes  were  ;  that 
Ik-  had  ordered  his  troops  to  re-eross  the  Sa!)ine,  and  had 
given  positive  orders  that  they  should  not  enter  the  dispu- 
te il  territory,  unless  some  new  circumstances  should  ren- 
der it  necessary.  Upon  my  observing  to  him  that  his  ta- 
king post  on  the  Sabini-,  erecting  barr.icks  and  making  a 
shew  of  a  pernianent  military  eslablishment,  so  immediate- 
ly in  contact  with  the  gro\md  in  dispute,  could  not  be  view- 
ed without  jealous}-,  and  bore  an  asiiect  ol  menace,  he 
disavowed  the  intention  oi  a  permanent  establishment, 
and  with  much  earnestness  disclaimeil  any  idea  of  taking 
a  menacing  attitude.  He  added,  that  he  was  persuaded 
there  were  evil  disposed  persons,  who  took  pains  to  fo- 
ment any  misunderstanding  which  might  arise  between 
ilie  two  governments,  ar.d  particvdarly  as  ihev  r'.spectcd 
this  frontier,  but  he  hoped  tiieir  motives  would  be  discov- 
i  red  and  duly  appreciated,  lie  further  observed,  that  ho 
hael  never  before  found  himself  in  so  (Ulicate  a  predica- 
ment ;  that  in  a  state  of  war,  the  line  <d"his  conthict  would 
be  plain,  in  absolute  peace  e\  ery  thing  would  glide  on 
smoothly;  but  in  this  frontier  dispute  about  limits,  tied 
up  by  orders  as  he  was,  he  felt  extremely  embarrassed, 
but  expressed  his  determination  to  avoid  any  species  of 
provocation  to  liostilities  by  every  mean  in  his  power. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  his  veneration  for  your  ex- 
cellency's character,  and  liis  hope  that  your  views  might 
coincide  with  his,  in  endeavoring  to  avert  any  precipitate 
act  of  hostility. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  your  ex- 
cellencv's  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  W.   BURLING. 

His  excellcnrif  Gen-  J.  Wilkinson, 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE  mind  of  a  restless,  turbulent,  ambitious 
man,  is  ever  in  a  state  of  revolution  ;  yet  such  are  the  ex- 
centricities  of  our  nature,  that  we  sometimes  discover,  in 
the  same  person,  the  singular  combination  of  a  steady  ad- 
herence to  a  dominant  passion,  and  the  capricious  indul- 
gence of  an  hundred  subordinate  inclinations.  Thus  Mr. 
Clark,  though  ostentatious,  vain,  vindictive  and  ambi- 
tious, makes  property  his  polar  star,  of  which  he  never 
loses  sight,  and  no  one  better  understands  the  art  of  sub- 
serving his  passions  to  his  interests.  A  true  disciple  of 
Chartres  ;  he  values  reputation  only  as  it  mgy  be  era- 
ployed  to  promote  his  interested  pursuits,  and  although 
he  would  give  an  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  charac- 
ter of  honor,  it  vrould  be  merely  that  he  might  gain  two 
hundred  thousand  by  the  purchase.  We  cannot  better 
illustrate  this  character  of  iVIr.  Clark,  than  by  reference 
to  the  following  deposition  of  C^eorge  Mather,  esquire, 
an  English  gentleman  of  the  most  respectable  character 
and  famib,-,  vvho  emigrated  many  years  since  from 
London  to  Louisiana,  and  at  present  enjoys  an  ample  for- 
tune, on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  near  Baton 
Rouge  : 

(COPY.) 

Deposiiion  of  George  Mather. 

JEKRITORY    or    0RLEAX5: 

George  Mather,  senior,  aged  fifty-five  years,  per- 
sonally appeared  Ijefore  William  Wikoff.  judge  of  the  pa- 
rish of  Baton  Rouge,  in  the  county  of  Il)erville,  on  this 
14th  day  of  October,  in  the  jear  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  deposeth  on  oath  :  That 
sometime  in  the  month  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  it  being  at  or  about 
the  time  when  Daniel  Clark,  now  resident  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  introduced  into  West  Florida,  by  the  way 
of  lakes  Ponchartrain  and  Maurepas,  a  number  of  negro 
slaves  for  sale  which  had  been  imported  from  Africa, 
the  said  Clark  did  declare  in  my  presence,  and  that  of  the 
late  Daniel  Hickey,  esquire,  at  the  house  of  the  said  Hic- 
key,  that  he,  said  Clark,  kept  the  office  of  post •  master 
at  New  Orleans,  established  by  the  merchants,  and  con- 
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Uiicttil  by  Chew  and  Uclf,  iho  representatives  of  the  said 
Clark,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  intercepting  French  letters 
iuul  Utters  to  the  Spanish  ,gc)veinment,  particularly  those 
written  l.y  Yrujo,  the  late  minister  of  Spain  to  tlie  Unit- 
ed States  ,  ami  when  I\Ir.  llickey  remonstrated  against 
huch  dishonorable  conduct,  the  said  Clark  replied  by  the 
following  (luotation  from  Shakspeare :  "To  know  our 
enemies  minds,  wc  rip  their  hearts  ;  their  papers  arc 
more  lawful." 

I  remember  perfectly  to  have  heard  the  said  D.iniel 
Clark,  more  than  cnce,  profess  his  utter  contempt  i'or  fail 
character  ;  and  declared  that  he  despised  the  good  opinion 
of  the  world  ;  that  mankind  were  a  pack  of  rascals,  who 
could  be  purchased  with  money  ;  and  therefore  he  would 
make  it  by  any  means,  honest  or  dishonest,  or  words 
strictly  and  fully  to  that  elTect.  1  have  also  heard  the  said 
Daniel  Clark  declare,  that  his  uncle,  the  late  colonel  Da- 
niel Clark,  (who  was  the  relation,  as  I  have  always  under- 
stood and  believe  to  he  the  fact,  who  invited  him  to  this 
countrv,  as  he  states  in  his  deposition  laid  beiore  Con- 
gress, and  whose  estate  he  inherits,)  was  one  of  tho 
danmdest  villains  in  the  world.  This  declaration  has 
been  made  to  mc  frequently  and  without  reserve  by  the 
said  Clark. 

CEORGK   MAIIIKR. 

The  foregoing  aflidavit  was  subscribed  and  sworn  t^O 
before  me,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

\\M.  WIKOFF,  Jr. 

yud;^e  of  the  Far  in  h  of  Baton  Rouge. 

'Ihe  motives  of  Mr.  Clark's  professed  attachment  and 
proffered  services  to  the  United  States,  have  been  solved 
by  his  posterior  conduct,  and  are  imputable  to  his  views 
of  personal  aggrandizement.  Anticipating  the  transfer 
of  Louisiana,  ho  did  not  hesitate  to  barter  the  patronage 
of  Spain,  under  which  he  had  been  fostered  from  his  early 
vouth,  for  that  of  the  American  government,  to  which  ho 
was  a  stranger.  Flushed  with  hopes,  he  comn^unicated 
his  expectations  to  his  friends  in  Kngland  ;  and  his  sister 
in  Liverpool,  mentioned  the  appointment  ol  licr  brother 
to  the  new  government,  before  v.  e  had  even  got  posses- 
sion of  New  Orleans. 

But  these  expectations  were  blasted  ;  ho  was  neither 
named  in  the  commission  for  receiving  the  province,  nor 
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appointed  to  the  government  ;  and  his  chagrin  was  ma- 
nifest and  profound:  he  boasted  of  his  services;  com- 
plained of  neglect ;  and  condemned  the  executive  for 
slighting  his  merits.  Yet,  impatient  of  power,  and  rely- 
ing on  his  intrigue,  he  attempted  to  acquire  an  ascendant 
over  governor  Claiborne,  but  failing  after  several  fruitless 
efforts,  he  conceived  a  most  diabolical  plan  to  destroy 
Claiborne  and  rise  on  his  ruin.  Five  or  six  weeks  after 
we  had  taken  possession  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Clark  called 
on  the  governor,  and  very  gravely  inquired  of  him, 
whether  he  was  -'really  invested  with  the  powers  of  a 
Spanish  Captain  General?"  Being  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative, he  exclaimed,  "  Great  God !  and  yet  in  six 
*'  week's  time  \  ou  have  not  given  to  the  people  the  small- 
"  est  denaonstration  of  power."  "  Why,"  replied  the 
governor,  "  what  would  yoxi  have  me  do  ?  The  people 
"  give  no  cause  for  punishments."  "  No  cause  !"  an- 
swered Mr.  Clark,  "  It  is  necessary  you  should  exercise 
"  your  authority,  to  make  the  people  respect  the  govern- 
*' ment  ;  immediately  order  some  citizen  of  distinction, 
•'  wealth  and  influence,  to  be  arrested  ;  confine  him  in  the 
'«  public  prison,  on  some  charge  of  treason  or  sedition  ; 
''  then,  after  a  fev/  days,  feign  some  pretext  for  the  re- 
«'  moval  of  your  suspicions,  and  release  him  under  the 
*<  shew  of  liberality  and  clemency.  If  you  hesitate  to  fol- 
<•  low  this  advice,  the  American  government  and  your- 
"  self  will  soon  be  despised ;  you  shall  be  at  no  difficulty 
"  in  selecting  a  proper  subject,  for  you  may  make  me  the 
"  victim  ;  1  will  submit  to  any  act  of  rigor  y(m  may  in- 
*'  flict."  Ihe  governor  beheld  the  man  with  astonish- 
ment, and  positively  refused  to  listen  to  a  proposition  so 
tyrannical.  We  have  governor  Claiborne's  authority  for 
the  fact,  and  if  Clark  had  succeeded  to  surprize  him  into 
such  an  act  of  outrage  upon  his  own  person,  he  would 
have  triumphed. 

From  that  moment  Mr.  Clark  threw  off  the  mask,  and 
puting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  mal-contents,  he  fanned 
the  flames  of  discord,  and  exerted  every  faculty  to  harrass 
the  governor  and  disaffectthe  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  to 
the  general  government.  It  v/as  not  long  after  this,  Mr. 
Clark  declared  to  doctor  Watkins,  that  '■'if  he  had  children, 
the  fir)>t  words  he  ahould  teach  them  to  bpeuk,  would  be  to 
damn  the  government  of  the  United  State.'i.'^  We  are  not 
then  to  wonder  at  his  letters  to  general  Wilkinson,  from 
which  the  following  are  faithful  extracts  :  "  October  10th. 


81 

'*  1804.  I  have  cncomaged,  and  will  continue  to  cncod- 
*'  rage,  the  outcry  and  opposition  to  ihi-ir  measures, 
"  (the  executive.)  i  have  madt:  the  tour  of  the  w  stem 
"  parts  ol  the  country,  through  the  Iso\  oyells,  K  ipiJc, 
'*  Natchitoches,  t)uichita,  Apalousa  and  Attackau...  (a 
"distance  oi"  1000  miles:)  have  evers  where  pointed 
"  out  to  the  pLOpk*,  asscmljleil  at  my  call  in  ever\  parish, 
"  the  disregard  anil  the  \  iolaiion  oi  ilicir  riglus."  i-'roni 
the  same  to  liic  sanu.  '■'  November  22d,  '804.  1  have 
''alwa\s  thought  the  governmeia  of  the  L'nited  States, 
*•■  would  do  as  little  for  Louisiana  as  it  could  possibly 
*'  avoid,  and  if  they  dare,  would  probably  attempt  to  stifle 
♦'  the  little  Hercules  in  its  cradle.  You  perceive  and 
*'  tremble  at  the  idea  of  the  seat  of  government  being  re- 
'*  moved  west  of  the  mountains,  or  a  secession  of  those 
"  countries^  at  u  future  dm f  from  the  Union,  and  therefore 
•'  would  wish  to  retard  their  growth.  Our  deputies  sail- 
"  ed  the  beginning  oi  last  month,  and  are  doul)tless  be- 
"  fore  this  in  Washington.  I  presume  that  they  willpes- 
"  tcr  the  government,  though  they  may  obtain  nothing  for 
"  us.  New  occurrences  happen  daily,  to  occasion  further 
''  discontents.  Eight  or  nine  of  our  legislature  have  re- 
"  fused  to  serve,  and  no  council  can  be  assembled,  till  the 
"  President  sends  out  blank  commissions,  to  be  filled  up 
"  with  the  names  of  such  as  Claiborne  can  find  to  accept 
•'  them."  From  the  same  to  the  same.  "  New  Orleans, 
"  18th  February,  UJ05.  Mr.  Harries,  who  saw  you,  I 
*'  believe  at  Washington,  is  now  here,  and  has  told  me  the 
•'  strangest  thing  I  ever  heard  repeated  of  you,  viz  :  That 
"  you  strongly  and  loudly  advocated  the  necessity  of 
*'  Claiborne's  being  continued  in  the  government  of  this 
"  territory',  saying  he  was  the  only  man  on  earth  fit  for  it 
"  — What  in  the  name  of  God  does  this  mean  ?  I  cannot 
"  comprehend  it. 

"  1  his  wretch  is  made  unhappy  by  the  death  of  his 
"  brother  in  law,  young  Lewis,  who  fell  in  a  duel  last 
*'  week,  with  a  young  lawver  of  the  name  of  Sterry,  the 
"particulars  of  which  you  will  see  in  the  Louisiana  ga- 
"  zette.  He  has,  besides,  been  attacked  on  all  sides,  and 
*'  is,  I  believe,  heartily  sick  of  us.  We  are  equally  so  of 
*'  him,  and  1  wish  we  could  fairly  get  rid  of  him.  No 
"  man  holds  him  in  more  consumm;ue  contempt  than  Mr. 
"  James  Brown  of  Kentucky,  our  late  secretary.  This 
"  gentleman,  was  here   two  months-  and  Claiborne  nev«r 
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"  indulged  him  with  the  sight  of  any  one  lettei*  or  paper' 
<'  whatever.  For  God^i  sake  do  not  desert  its,  nor  to  please 
''  the  administratio7i,  do  not  raise  your  voice  in  defending 
''  the  character  of  the  vian,  who  degrades  the  einpire,  and 
i'  is  your  oxun  inost  inveterate  a7id implacable  enemy. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours,  sincerely, 

"  DANIEL  CLARK." 

"  p.  S.  I  congratulate  you  on  Laussat's  -mention  honora- 
ble  of  you,  in  his  intercepted  correspondence."* 

These  testimonies,  to  which  others  might  be  added, 
demonstrate  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  Mr.  Clark,  and  the 
bitterness  of  his  resentments.  We  find  his  mind  rankling 
with  animosity,  and  his  views  directed  to  the  disruption 
of  the  Union,  at  so  early  a  period  as  November,  1804-, 
before  such  an  idea  could  have  entered  the  head  of  Burr ; 
and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  persons  in  New  Orleans, 
that  Clark,  Workman,  Kerr  and  their  associates,  stimula- 
ted Burr  to  his  desperate  undertaking. 

Colonel  Burr  certainly  found  Mr.  Clark  in  this  tem- 
per of  mind  at  New  Orleans  in  July,  1805,  and  therefore 
it  can  be  no  matter  of  surprize,  that  their  sympathies 
should  have  united  them  in  the  daring  project  of  a  sever- 
ance of  the  Union  ;  and  the  fact  is  strongly  corroborated 
by  the  iollowing  striking  incident,  which  we  are  authori- 
sed to  make  public.  When  Burr  visited  New  Orleans 
in  the  year  1805,  Mr.  Daniel  Clark  and  a  Mr.  J.  Blanque 
fnow  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  territory)  dined  in 
company  with  him  at  Mr.  Morales',  the  former  Spanish 
intendant  of  Louisiana,  After  the  service  of  meats,  the 
company  retired  to  a  balcony  to  make  way  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  desert ;  Mr.  Clark  took  Mr.  Blanque 
apart,  and  addressing  him,  obsei-ved,  "  that  such  were 
the  contrariety  of  interests,  between  the  eastern  and 
western  divisions  of  the  American  government,  the 
period  could  not  be  distant  when  a  separation  would  ne- 
cessarily take  place,  and  he  hoped  Air.  Blanque,  as  a 
man  of  fortune  and  influence  would  favor  it."  Mr. 
Blanque  replied,  that  it  was  "•  a  subject  on  which  he  had 
indulged  no  consideration,  but  it  appeared  to  him,  prima 

*  This  is  the  correspondence  since  quoted  by  Mr.  Clark,  to  convjeS 
VritkjiTson- of  being  a  Spanish  pensioner. 
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tfucic,  that  the  measure  would  he  atteiulctl  with  much  tiii- 
llcuhv."  Mr.  Clark  answered,  *'  we  want  only  a  man  to 
head  the  undertaking,  who,  to  enterprize  and  decision, 
adds  national  character,  talents  and  |)opularit\-."  INlr. 
lilantjue  ol)served,  that  "  so  rare  a  comhinatujn  of  (juali* 
ties,  was  siUloni  to  be  fcjund  in  the  same  person."  We 
have  foiuul  such  a  man  (^said  Clark)  and  yonder  he  is," 
pointing  to  colonel  Burr,  who  was  cnga^id  in  conversatisn 
at  the  opposite  entl  of  the  gallery:  A  call  to  the  table, 
here  broke  up  the  conversation.  What  stronger  proof 
tan  be  oifered,  of  Mr.  Clark's  early  association  with 
colonel  Burr,  than  this  unequivocal  attempt  to  enlist  Mr. 
Blanque  in  their  sinister  designs  ?  Our  j)lan  is  matured  ; 
there  is  our  leader,  pointing  to  Burr ;  at  least  you  must 
not  oppose  us.  This  is  the  language  of  iMr.  Clark  to  Mr. 
Blanque,  a  man  of  the  tirst  rank,  fortune  and  intelligence 
in  the  councils  of  the  territors  of  Orleans.  Combine  this 
conversation  to  Mr.  Clark's  letter  to  general  Wilkinson,  of 
the  rth  September,  180j,  written  soon  after,  and  we  have 
a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  motives  which  directed  that 
application  to  the  general. 

But  laying  aside  these  evidences  of  Mr.  Clark's  guilt, 
we  possess  those  that  cannot  be  resisted,  by  the  most 
hardened  of  his  adherents,  which  we  shall  now  proceed 
to  exhibit.  The  first  is  the  following  let^ter  from  Mr. 
Clark  to  general  Wilkinson,  bearing  date  the  14th  of 
April,  1806,  after  his  second  trip  to  Vera  Cruz. 

DEAR  SIK, 

I  WROTE  to  you  in  the  month  of  August  of 
hast  year,  enclosing  plots  and  titles  of  sundry  tracts  of 
land,  I  own  in  the  Louisiana  territory,  and  requesting  you 
would  be  kind  enough  to  have  them  registered  and  ap- 
proved by  the  board  of  commissioners.  I  have  not  since 
then  heard  from  you,  and  being  uncertain  whether  the 
packet  reached  you,  feel  very  uneasy  on  that  account  ;  be 
pleased  to  dissipate  my  fears,  b\  giving  me  some  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  I  shall  remain  here  during  the 
sumn^er  and  \  our  letters  by  post  will  not  fail  to  reach  me. 
I  have  been  since  I  last  wrote  to  you  in  the  land  of  pro- 
mise ;  but  what  is  more  surprising,  1  have  got  safe  from 
it,  after  having  been  represented  to  the  viceroy,  as  a  per- 
son dangerous  to  the  Spanish  g  ivernment,  and  who  had 
visited  that  country  with  no  other  view  than  that  oj  qc- 
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quiring  information  of  it's  strengh,  and  hoxv  and  xvliete  it 
might  he  assail :d  with  the  greatest  probability  of  success, 
I  knexv  all  this  before  undertaking  the  last  voyage,  but  was 
fool  hardy  enough  to  atte7nptit.  I  have  made  some  money, 
and  acquired  more  knowledge  of  the  countiy,  its  produc- 
tions and  resources,  and  made  our  country  better  known 
to  them  than  they  were  before.  There  is  you  know,  no 
harm  in  this  interchaiige  of  useful  information,  and  at  a 
future  period  I shi.ll  communicate  to  you  oil  I  have  picked 
up  during  my  stay  there.  Give  me  some  news  of  xvhat  is 
passing  in  your  country,  and  how  you  are  situated  in  it. 
Yours  most  sincerely. 
(Signed)  DANIEL  CLARK. 

yames  Wilkinson,  Esquire. 

It  appears  from  this  letter  that  Mr.  Clark  had  not  heard 
from  general  Wilkinson  in  eight  months,  from  August 
1805,  until  April,  1806,  and  so  far  it  proves  that  the 
general  could  not  have  been  intimately  concerned  in  his 
schemes  ;  but  if  we  take  those  parts  of  this  letter,  which 
relate  to  the  "land  of  promise,"  the  perils  which  Mr. 
Clark  encountered,  and  the  intrigues  which  are  develop- 
ed, in  connexion  with  his  letter  of  the  7th  September, 
1805,  it  will  be  found  to  make  a  part  of  the  same  piece, 
in  which  he  cautiously  and  artfully  exposes  to  Wilkinson, 
the  progress  of  the  conspiracy  and  his  agency  in  it : 
Should  sympathy  resist,  or  incredulity  deny  the  fairness 
of  these  deductions,  we  make  reference  to  the  deposition 
of  John  Graham,  esquire,  in  which  Mr.  Clark  stands  self 
convicted  from  his  own  lips,  and  fully  explains  the  objects 
of  his  repeated  visits  to  Vera  Cruz. 

Extract  f rain  the  deposition  of  John  Graham,  Esq.  deliver^ 
ed  before  the  court  of  inquiry  at  IVashington,  in  Janua' 
ry, 1808. 

^  What  conversations  have  you  ever  had  with  the 
said  Daniel  Clark,  concerning  a  Mexican  expedition  or 
Burr's  conspiracy  ? 

A.  There  have  some  communications  passed  between 
Mr.  Clark  and  myself,  which  I  would  not  wish,  without 
an  indispensible  necessity,  to  make  public,  on  account  of 
their  bearing  upon  some  delicate  points  in  relation  to  a 
foreign  nation.  I  will  however  relate  the  substance  of 
wh?t  passed,  and  leave  it  ta  the  discretion  of  the  court 
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I  ily  advance  the  purposes  of  justice  to  use  it  as  evidence, 
lud  under  what  reserves  and  restrictions  as  to  the  publi- 
city to  be  given  to  it. 

In  the  winter  of  1805-5,  while  I  was  acting  as  secreta- 
ry of  the  Orleans  territorv,  a  gcntlein.ui  of  New  Orleans, 
informed  nie  that  Mr.  Daniel  Clark,  of  that  citv,  had 
some  important  inlormalion  which  he  wislied  to  communi- 
cate to  tlic  gov  eniment,  but  which  he  diil  not  choose  to 
communicate  through  governor  Claiborne.  1  his  pro- 
tluced  an  actjuaintance  between  Mr.  Clark  and  myself; 
lie  gave  me  some  papers,  extracts  of  which  I  coj}ied  and 
sent  on  to  the  secretary  of  state  ;  these  papers  related  to 
I  lie  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  gave  rise  to  a  conversation 
about  that  countr)-. 

^.  Of  what  did  those  papers  principally  consist? 

A.  That  is  a  part  of  the  subject  to  which,  I  confess,  I 
could  have  wished  in  particular,  not  to  speak,  as  it  might 
be  disagreeable  or  inconvenient  to  Mr.  Clark  to  have  it- 
known  to  the  Spanish  government  ;  he  had  been  engaged 
in  making  such  observations,  while  passing  through  their 
territory,  as  these  papers  seemed  to  indicate.  I  will 
however  not  hesitate  to  submit  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
court  upon  the  principle  before  mentioned. 

Among  those  papers  were  estimates  of  the  militar) 
force  ol  the  country  ;  both  the  regulars 'and  militia,  parti- 
cularlv  of  the  garrison-towns  between  V^era  Cruz  and 
IVIexico  ;  also  of  the  naval  force  at  V^cra  Cruz.  Mr. 
Clark  at  the  same  time  shewed  me  the  baron  HumI)oldt's 
statistical  tables,  in  the  Spanish  language. 

i^.  Had  not  Mr.  Clark  dien  lately  returned  from  a 
journey  through  the  Spanish  provinces  ? 

A.  I  understood  he  had  lately  returned  from  Vera 
Cruz.  I  was  induced  by  the  apparent  probability  of  a 
war  with  Spain,  and  by  my  belief  that  Mr-  Clark's  ac- 
quaintance with  the  situation  of  the  country,  would  ena- 
ble him  to  give  important  information  on  the  subject,  to 
make  several  inquiries  of  Mr.  Clark  concerning'  Mexi- 
co :  he  was  of  opinion  it  might  be  invaded  with  evcrv 
prospect  of  success.  I  asked  him,  M^icther,  if  the  United 
States  should  undertake  the  invasion  lie  \V(juld  bear  a  part ; 
he  eviden,rcl an  umvillmgncss  to  have  amj  thing  to  do  iviih. 
an  expedition  cnrri'd  on  by  the  government ;  hut  expressed 
himself  rvi/ling  to  jcnn  in  .such  an  cnterprizc  undertaken  and 
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carried  on  by  individuals.  He  said  all  they  would  want 
Vvould  be  the  permission,  not  the  aid  of  the  government  ; 
that  they  would  cast  off  all  connexion  with  the  coimtry  they 
left,  and  establish  a  new  empire  of  their  own.  He  mention^ 
ed  hypothetically,  addressing  himself  to  me,  now  suppose 
such  a  person  as  yourself  should  join  in  the  expedition, 
you  niight  be  77iade  a  duke.  I  answered  that  my  republi- 
can notions  would  not  allow  me  to  aspire  to  any  such  dis- 
tinction, and  that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
expedition  not  conducted  by  the  government.  Here  the 
conversa.tion,  on  that  subject,  ended.  He  asked  several 
questions  what  Burr  was  doing.  Colonel  Burr  had  been 
in  New  Orleans  the  summer  preceding 

The  next  document  we  shall  offer,  is  the  information  of 
Mr.  R.  Higinbotham,  [Appendix,  No.  127.]  a  gentleman 
of  unimpeachable  character,  which  states  a  conversation 
between  a  Mr.  Thiesen  and  a  Mr.  Shrader,  both  men  of 
respectability,  and  both  foreigners,  but  the  last  a  citizen, 
the  first  an  alien.  Mr.  Shrader,  from  motives  of  delica- 
cy declined  giving  his  testimony,  and  Mr.  i  hiesen  when 
called  on  could  not  charge  his  memory  with  particulars  ; 
[Appendix^  No.  128.]  but  he  had  some  recollection  of  the 
conversation,  to  which  Mr.  Higuibotham  alludes,  and 
which  no  doubt  took  place. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  G.  W,  Odgen 
to  Peter  V.  Ogden,  the  emissary  of  Burr,  mentioned  in 
general  Dayton's  letter  to  colonel  Cashing,  who  accompa- 
nied Swartwout  to  the  Mississippi,  and  was  seized  and 
deported  by  general  Wilkinson,  carries  with  it  an  aspect 
of  very  strong  suspicion. 

New  York,  November  i2th,  1805, 

I  enclose  also  a  darft  on  Mr.  D.  Clark,  which  I  have 
no  doubt  will  be  paid,  for  S  250 :  this  I  have  drawn  without 
particular  directions  or  even  a  letter  of  advice  to  him. 
I  trust  however  he  will  honor  it  on  my  account,  and  with 
one  it  will  be  passed  to  the"  credit  of  the  lands. 

Endorsed  071  the  interior  of  the  letter. 
S250  Exchange.  New  Tor i^^  November  12th,  1805. 

Twenty  days  after  sight,  of  this  my  only  bill,  pay  to  the 
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'irder  of    Mr.  Pt-ter  V.  Ogden,  two  Iiuiulrcil  aud  filtV 
dollars,  which  charge  to  the  account  of 

Your  humble  servant, 

CihO.  W.  OGDKN. 
Daniel  C/ari,  A'.;;/.  Merc/iiint,  J\'evj  OrUuun. 

Wavuig  the  peculiar  irregularity  of  this  transactiom 
which  warrants  the  suspicion  ol  sonu-  latent  association, 
let  us  ii^quire  what  "  lands  "  was  the  money  to  be  passed 
to  the  credit  of?  Mr.  Clark  denied  at  Kichmond,  ii\ 
18()r>,  to  the  author  of  these  sliecta,  that  he  evir  had  any 
land  transactions  with  Mr.  Ogden,  and  also  that  Mr.  Og- 
den was  not  authorised  to  draw  on  him  ;  a  et  it  is  scarcely 
credible  that  Mr.  Ogden  would  have  been  guilty  of  such 
an  unmercantile  act,  or  have  hazarded  the  payment  of  a 
draft,  which  was  intended  for  the  accommoilation  of  a 
brother,  a  stranger  in  a  distant  country.  "  Lands  !"  the 
reference  will  bring  to  the  reader''s  recollection,  the  Ouichi- 
ta  jiurchase,  which  was  employed  as  a  b\e  word,  and  no 
doubt  w  as  used  in  tiiis  case,  with  the  perfect  understand- 
ing of  Mr.  Clark.  The  suspicion  of  a  connexion  and  ac- 
quaintance between  P.  V.  Ogden  and  Mr.  Clark,  is  jus- 
tified by  the  declaration  of  Ogden  to  captain  Murray, 
when  under  guard."  Ogden,"  says  captain  Murray,  "  spoke 
a  great  de  I  ibout  Burr's  plan,  and  in  \indication  of  it, 
said  general  Wilkinson  was  th:;  only  traitor  ;  and  that 
Clark  (^meaning  Daniel  Clark)  xuould  make  him  pay  dear 
for  it.''''  If  no  previous  correspondence  or  understanding 
had  subsisted  between  Mr.  Ogden  and  Mr.  Clark,  how 
could  the  former  have  become  ac([uainted,  at  that  early 
stage  of  the  conspiracy,  with  Mr.  Clark's  obligations  to 
persecute  Wilkinson?  A  prediction  whlcli  has  been  since 
so  strictly  verified.  Ostensibly  and  professedh,  Mr. 
Clark  was  general  VVilkinson's  friend,  at  the  time  ;  Mr. 
Ogden,  could  not,  therefore,  have  calculated  on  his  hos- 
tility to  the  general,  but  from  the  actual  knowledge  that 
his  measures  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Clark's  vi-'xvs  and  r;;- 
gdgcments.  Let  us  developc  the  facts  !  Ogden  bor<; 
despatches  from  Burr  to  Clark  ;  parted  with  Swartwout  at 
Fort  Adams,  and  proceeded  to  New  Orleans.  It  was  from 
this  source,  Clark  derived  his  information  of  liurr's  move- 
ments ;  and  on  receiving  it  he  assembled  his  friends.  Bell- 
chase,  Derbigny,  De  La  Croix,  Bouliga\  and  Davis,  to  a 
confidential  meeting,  and  with  them  he  (in  conclave)  went 
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tlirougii  the  farce  to  which  he  now  appeals,  hi  vindication 
of  his  innocence  J  but  did  Air.  Clark  make  anv  communi- 
cation to  the  governor  of  the  territory,  before  he  left  Or- 
leans, of  the  dangers  which  were  impending,  or  to  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  after  he  reached  Washington  ? 
No  I  To  these  authorities  he  was  dumb  ;  and  yet  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1807,  whilst  a  member  of  Congress,  Mr. 
Clark  employs  the  veil  of  friendship  and  the  guise  of 
patriotism,  to  intimidate  Wilkinson  from  tha;  decisive 
course  which  saved  the  countrv,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
project  of  his  "leader,  colonel  Burr."  'Ihe  situation  and 
circumstances  under  m  hich  this  letter  was  written,  give  it 
a  title  to  a  place  in  the  body  of  this  work. 

^^  Wasyiisgvos,  February  22d,  1807 
'*Dear  Sir, 

"  MY  former  letters  will  ha\e  advised  you  of  the  sen  ■ 
"sation  produced  here  by  the  news  from  Orleans,  and  the 
"arrival  of  BoUman,  Swartwout  and  Alexander.  I  al- 
"  ways  thought,  and  have  not  failed  to  mention  it  to  your 
*'  friends,  that  I  looked  upon  their  measures  as  ill  timecl 
*'and  injudicious;  and  my  comment  on  their  effort  tc 
*'  serve  \  ou  in  suspending  the  habeas  corpus  act,  must 
"  have  proved  to  you  that  1  foresaw  the  consequences  bet- 
«'  ter  than  them.  Adair  and  Ogden  have  been  discharged 
"by judge  Nicholson,  at  Baltimore  ;  EoUman  and  Swart- 
"  wout  by  the  supreme  court  here  ;  Alexander  by  judge 
"  Ducket,  one  of  the  circuit  court ;  and  all  your  friends  are 
*'  of  opinion,  that  if  you  do  not  take  care  you  will  injure 
"  yourself.  I  now  for  the  third,-^  and  the  last  time,  that 
"  I  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  addressing  you  from 
"  here,  advise  you  to  arrest  and  send  on  no  one  whatever 
"  to  this  place.  Let  what  will  be  the  consequence,  leave 
**them  to  the  law  in  Orleans ;  do  your  duty;  defend  your 
*' countrv,  but  do  not  restrain  the  due  course  of  law.  You 
"  are  calumniated  from  all  quarters  ;  and  believe  me  if  the 
•'  sense  of  the  people  should  be  found  hostile  to  your  con- 
'  duct,  you  will  be  abandoned  by  the  administration. 
^'  Ferdinand  Claiborne  has  written  strange  things  to  the 
•«  delegate  of  the  Mississippi  territory  respecting  you,  and 
"among  matters,  mentions  his  belief  of  your  having  re- 
"'  ceived  10,000  dollars,  at  Orleans,  of  the  Spaniards  when 
you  went  to  take  possession.  I  have  pointed  out  the 
*  This  was  theofily  letter  gn.eral  Wilkinson  re«:eived  cf  the  three 
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"  utter  Impossibility  of  such  a  thing,  and  I  hilicvc  gene- 
"  ral  Smith  to  whom  I  have  been  at  pain^  to  ^ivc  an  opi- 
"  nion  on  that  su!)jcct  will  imiuion  to  \ou.  My  advice  to 
''  you  is  to  he  prudent.  I  shall  have  this  city  in  a  week 
"  and  will  return  home  hy  Pittshurjj.  Write  to  me  di- 
"  rectinij  your  letters  to  hi-  kfl  at  the  post  office  at  the 
"  Falls  of  Ohio  and  Natchez  until  called  for.  I  have  a 
*'  great  deal  to  communicate  to  you. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely. 
(Si^MU(l)  "  DANIEL  CLAKK." 

Jin^iiJicr  General  ll'illcinson. 

In  this  letter  Mr.  Clark  m  ikes  specific  reference,  to  a 
slander  imputed  to  Ferdinand  Clail)orne,  which  he  says 
he  specitiraily  contradicted;  and  hence  he  may  attempt  to 
justify  the  falsehoods  he  has  since  proclaimed,  In  taking  a 
distinction  between  the  receipt  of  this  g  10,000  and  the  long 
standing  pension  wliich  he  now  imputes  to  general  Wil- 
kinson, but  an  unanswerable  argument  may  be  opposed  to 
such  sophist rv  :  Was  Clark  a  man  of  honor  and  entitled 
to  credit,  it  is  impossilile  he  could  have  taken  the  active 
interest  in  behalf  of  a  venal  pensioner,  which,  b)-  his  own 
correspondence,  he  manifests  for  general  Wilkinson;  and 
if  he  lived  not  within  the  pale  of  honor  and  veracity,  no 
regard  is  to  I)e  reposed  in  his  word  or  his  oath.  "  I  noxu^  " 
says  Mr.  Clark,  '•^for  the  thinl  and  the  last  time^  advise  you 
•'  to  arrest  and  send  on  no  one  to  I  his  place  ^  let  rvluit  will  be 
"  the  consequence^  leave  them  to  the  law  in  Orleans  ;"  in  other 
words,  "  suiYer  the  traitors  to  levy  forces,  to  arm  and  or- 
ganize themselves  under  your  eyes,  and  do  not  attack 
them  unless  ihey  attack  you  ;"  the  consequences  of  which, 
]Mr.  Clark  well  understood,  would  have  been  Wilkinson's 
overthrow  and  Burr's  triumph  ;  but  to  conceal  the  real  in- 
tention, he  adds  "do  your  duty,  defend  your  country,  but 
do  not  restrain  the  due  course  of  the  law  ;"  and  at  the  mo- 
ment of  giving  this  advice,  Mr.  Clark  knew  perfectly  well, 
that  a  part  of  the  bench  and  the  bar,  were  active  partizans 
of  Burr. 

If  Wilkinson  had  followed  this  admonition,  he  would 
have  done  Burr's  business  and  the  country  would  have  been 
lost ;  and  to  give  it  efTect,  Mr.  Clark  adds  "you  are  ralum- 
"  niated  from  all  ([uartcrs,  and  believe  me  should  the 
*'  sense  of.the  people  be  found  hostile  to  your  conduct, 
"  you  will  ue  abandoned  by  the  administration  ;"  but  such 
frightful  prcdicti(Mis  however  well  founded,  could  not  af- 
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feet  Wilkinson's  sense  of  obligation  and  duty  to  his  coun- 
try. When  brought  before  the  court  in  Orleans,  he  observ- 
ed, '-why  talk  to  an  officer  of  legal  penalties,  when  the 
*'  safety  of  his  country  is  at  hazard  ;  can  such  things  cWuige 
*'  that  man's  course,  who  would  glory  to  lay  down  his  life 
"atanv  moment,  in  the  public  service?  What  has  not 
Wilkinson  suffered  for  the  indulgence  of  this  sentiment? 
But  does  he  regret  it?  No  I  It  svas  inhaled  with  the  re- 
volution, and  rests  on  immutable  principles. 

The  lasf  document  we  shall  offer,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, to  prove  Mr.  Clark's  hostility  to  the  United  States, 
and  his  co-operation  with  Burr,  in  his  conspiracy,  is  the 
following  extract  from  the  testimony  of  captain  William 
A.  Murray,  delivered  before  the  court  of  inquiry  at  Wash- 
ington, in  January,  1808.  Although  Mr.  Clark  would  not 
attend  the  examination  of  this  witness,  he  afterwards  called 
on  the  captain  and  conjured  him,  by  all  the  feelings  of  hu- 
ipanity  and  every  bond  of  friendship,  to  reconsider  and 
retract  his  testimony  :  He  patheticaU}'  exclaimed  that  it 
woidd  ruin  him,  and  without  disputing  the  fact,  that  cap- 
tain Murray  had  received  the  advice  which  he,  on  his 
oath,  imputes  to  Mr.  Clar :,  this  impostor  endeavored 
to  transfer  the  infamy  of  the  tran-action  from  himself,  to 
Waters  Clark  of  New  Orleans:  But  Murray  continued 
unmoved,  and  to  satisfy  Mr  Clark  of  the  authenticity  of 
his  statement,  he  named  to  him,  time,  place  and  circum- 
stances. 

Extract  of  the  cicposh'ion  of  Captain  WilUmn  A.  Murray, 
delivered  before  ilie  court  oj  inquiry  in  Washington, 
January,  1808. 

^^  ^esiion.  When  did  lieutenant  Taylor  and  yourself 
arrive  at  New  Orleans  ;  and  v,hat  further  did  you  learn 
there  concerning  the  Mexican  association  ?" 

"  Answer.  Vv^e  arrived  in  New  Orleans  sometime  in 
May  1806.  Lieutenant  1'aylor  and  myself  were  invited 
to  dine  with  a  gentleman  there,  whose  name  was  on  the 
list  before  mentioned.  It  was  judge  Workman.  We 
there  dmed  together.  After  the  clodi  was  removed,  Mr. 
Lewis  Kerr  came  in  ;  A  conversation  ensued  about  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  and  the  Spanish  territories  ;  particularly  the 
means  ot"  taking  Baton  Rouge  ;  I  observed,  if  the  United 
Stales  would  make  me  a  colonel,  I  would  take  it  with 
live  and  twentv  men  or  forfeit  my  head.  Previous  to 
entermg  upon  this  conversation,  I  recollect  Mr.  Lewis 
Kerr  asked,  "  Is  Murray  one  of  us  ?"  I  answered  I  was, 
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no  freemason  and  knew  nothing  of  tin.-  silence.  Tavlor 
i  nHn«clialil\  cxi  laimed,  ''  Yfs  1)\  (lod,  Ik-  is  owe  of  us." 
Alter  a  nhniher  (.f  intiuirii-s  alunit  liaton  Hougc  and 
til!  Hod  river  country,  ihcy  proeeedt-d  to  lav  opt  n  ilair 
pl:in  of  t.ei/ing  upon  the  niont*y  in  the  lianks  at  .\'c\v  Or- 
leans, iin|M\ssing  the  shijjpini;.  taking  Baton  Hougc,  and 
joining  Miranihi  by  way  of  Mcxieo.  I  ha  I  never  hnm 
expressK"  informed  that  the  government  of  the  Unil<d 
States  auihorised  the  (  xpedition,  nor  had  I  partirularly 
incj  lired  ;  but  when  I  foinul  that  the  cxpidition  was 
beriou.dy  eontea»])lalctl,  I  took  up  the  undnubting  impres- 
sion  that  it  was  seeretlv  aulhorisi-d  by  the  goverununt  : 
\Vhen  however,  I  discovered  ihey  entertained  the  de- 
sign of  viohiting  private  property,  by  impre;ssing  the 
shipping  and  robbing  the  banks,  I  immediately  declared 
I  wouKl  not  disgrace  m\'  commission  and  the  country 
that  gave  me  birth,  In-  ha\  ing  anv  thing  to  do  with  it; 
ior  when  they  had  explained  to  me  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  their  plan,  I  inquired  how  they  were  to  be  fur- 
nished w  iih  the  necessary  supplies  ;  whether  by  the  govern- 
ment or  by  individual  contribution  ;  and  when  they  men- 
tioned that  as  the  banks  were  guardt  d  onl\  bv  regular 
soldiers,  they  might,  if  the  ollicers  could  be  brought  over, 
easily  seize  upon  the  money,  and  return  it  in  the  case 
they  were  ultimately  successful  in  the  enterprise.  It  ini- 
metliatcly  struck  me,  and  I  believe  I  observed  to  them, 
at  tiic  time,  that  if  the  expedition  was  realK'  authorised 
by  the  government,  it  was  incredible  they  should  begin 
by  roI>l)ing  the  United  States,  as  the  government  could 
easily  supply  the  necessary  funds  without  appearing  in 
the  aiVair,  thougii  they  might  not  like  to  appear  openly  in 
furnishing  troops  " 

"  .^lu'styjii.  Did  vou  mention  this  conversation  and 
the  propositions  made  to  you  at  judge  Workman's,  to 
Daniel  Clark,  and  what  did  he  sa\'  on  the  subject?" 

"  Aiisivcr.  I  did  relate  to  Mr.  Clark  all  that  passed  at 
judge  Workman's.  He  (.Mr.  Ciark)  was  my  confiden- 
tial, and  indeed,  the  only  friend  I  had  in  New  Orleans, 
except  Lieutenant  Taylor.  When  I  told  Mr.  Clark  that 
I  was  calculated  on  as  the  offi'  er  to  attack  Baton  Kouge, 
he  advised  me  by  all  means  to  do  it  ;  he  urged,  as  an  in- 
ducement, that  he  was  coming  on  to  Congress  and  would 
do  all  he  could  in  my  favor  ;  that  he  would  represent  to  the 
government,  that  it  would  r(  quire  a  large  force  to  retake 
it  ;  and  he  furtiier  observed  that,  at  an\  rate,  if  the  go- 
vernment should  be  disposed  to  trouble  me,  before  they 
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could  send  off  a  sufficient  force,  /  should  be  in  a  situation 
to  take  ('arc  of  myself.'''' 

'■'■  '^le^ition.  Had  you  P.  V.  Ogden  under  guard  after 
he  was  seized  at  New  Orleans  ?" 

"  Answer.  1  had ;  both  P.  V.  Ogden  and  James 
Alexander." 

^lestion.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Ogden  res- 
pecting Burr's  enterprize  V 

"  A7i  uer.  Ogden  spoke  a  great  deal  about  Burr's 
plan  and  in  vindication  of  it  " 

'''■  ^estion.  Did  either  of  them  speak  of  Daniel  Clark 
as  connected  with  the  plan  ?" 

*'  Ansiver.  It  was  Ogden,  I  think,  for  Alexander  spoke 
but  litde,  speaking  of  Burr  and  his  projects,  said  that 
"general  Wilkinson  was  the  only  traitor,  and  that  Clark 
"  would  make  him  pay  dear  for  it," 

The  reader  will  be  \  leased  to  take  notice,  that  this  tes- 
timony of  captain  Murray,  has  never  been  questioned  by 
the  partiz^ns  of  Mr.  Clark,  and  that  Mr.  Clark  himself 
does  not  even  glance  at  it  in  his  book,  although  it  so  vitally 
aftects  his  character.  The  veracity  of  captain  Murray, 
who  long  since  retired  to  private  life,  has  never  been 
doubled,  and,  in  this  instance,  his  testimony  must  be  ta- 
ken from  Mr.  Clark's  silence,  pro  confesso.  What  then 
do  we  hthold  ?  Daniel  Clark,  a  member  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  in  co-operation  with  Aaron  Burr, 
combining  and  complotting  with  James  Workman, 
Lewis  Kerr,  and  a  band  of  conspirators  in  New  Orleans, 
"  to  seize  upon  the  money  in  the  banks  ;*  to  impress  the 
shipping;  to  take  Baton  Rouge,  and  join  Miranda  by 
way  of  Mexico,"  and  in  the  prosecution  of  these  atro- 
cious purposes,  we  find  him  endeavouring  to  seduce  a 
subaltern  from  his  duty  ;  to  excite  him  to  raise  his  arms 
against  that  very  government  which  he  had  sworn  to 
defend,  and  of  which  Mr.  Clark  was,  at  the  time,  a 
member  ;  and  by  way  of  "  inducement,  urged  that  he  was 
coming  on  to  Congress  and  would  do  all  he  could  in  the 
subaltern's  favor  ;  that  he  would  represent  to  the  govern- 
ment, that  it  would  require  a  large  force  to  retake  it,  (Ba- 

*  We  now  behold  this  same  Mr.  Clark,  a  director  of  the  Branch  Bank, 
in  New  Orleans  ;  and  Evan  Jones,  esquire,  who  urged  Wilkinson,  with  all 
his  force  and  eloquence,  to  join  Burr  and  aid  him  in  "pulling  doivn  the 
deteuabie  government  imder  ivbic/j  iie  live,  to  make  waj  for  a  better,"  Presi- 
deiu  o£  that  bank.  These  appointments  were  received  and  spoken  of  in 
New  Orleans  by  certain  distinguished  public  officers,  as  conclusive  testi- 
mony of  Clark's  irium])h,  and  Wilkinson's  disgrace.  What  unequal  dis 
tributions  of  favour  do  the  times  exhibit ! 
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govcrnnunt  should  l)e  disposed  to  troul)!'-  lii:n,  (the  subal- 
tern; before  ihe\' could  send  off  a  sutHcii-nt  force-,  /ir  would 
be  in  a  situ  it  ion  to  take  carr  of  A/wMr//."  What  was  this 
"  situation  "  to  which  Mr.  Clark  alluded  ?  Ccrlaudy  some 
protectionarv  force  against  the  authority  of  the  United 
Slates;  and  from  whence  was  it  to  come  ?  From  Spain? 
No!  Because  she  was  the  power  to  be  attacked.  From 
France  nothing;  could  be  expected,  and  our  relations  with 
(.reat  Britain  forI)idher  interference.  It  is  evident  then, 
Mr.  Clark  could  look  \v)  where  but  to  colonel  I'urr  and 
the  Oiiit),  for  such  force  as  would  |)lace  Murry  "in  a  situa- 
tion to  take  care  of  himself."  This  exposition  appals  tlic 
audacity  even  of  Mr.  Clark  himself,  and  nmst  strike  dumb 
his  most  desperate  advocates  :  How  lost  to  patriotism  ; 
how  steeped  in  profligacy,  must  be  the  wretcii,  who  toidd 
endeavor  to  convert  a  vouth  of  honor  into  a  military  trai- 
tor ;  and  at  the  same  time,  determine  to  prostitute  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  to  the  subversion  of  the 
very  government  which  he  had  been  elected  to  support; 
and  yet  this  traitor,  his  ;issociates  and  dependents,  have 
l)een  employed,  and  arc  still  encouraged,  to  persecute  and 
destroy  the  man  who  baflled  their  sinistvr  projects. 
Could  ihe  correspondence  which  have  ensued  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  the  measures  which  have  been  pro- 
posed, concerted  and  adopted,  to  insure  Wilkinson's  ruin, 
be  exposed  to  the  public  eye  ;  intrigues  as  extensive  as  they 
are  imnatural  and  vindictive,  would  be  unveiled,  to  put 
those  men  to  the  blush,  on  whose  cheeks  "shame  is  not 
ashamed  to  sit."  That  such  things  should  be,  is  an  aiflic- 
tion  to  humanity  ;  that  tiicy  should  be  countenanced  in 
the  Unili-d  States,   is  a  national  reproach. 

Here,  for  the  present,  we  leave  Mr.  Clark,  and  shall 
close  this  chapter  with  the  followi.ig  depositions  of  cap- 
lain  William  Tharp,  and  the  certificate  of  P.  Crrimes,  es- 
quire, which  will  furnish  the  reader  a  glimpse  of  the  rami- 
fications, and  the  extent  of  the  intrigues  and  combinations 
of  Wilkinson's  enemies  to  cfTect  his  ruin.  Sterrett  is  a 
misera!)le  dependent  of  Mr.  Clark,  and  now  co-editor  of 
the  Louisiana  Gazette  in  New  Orleans,  noLoriously  hos- 
tile to  the  government,  and  devoted  to  Clark.  One  of  the 
depositions  squints  also  at  the  occult  connexion  iietweeu 
Mr.  Simmons  and  Mr.  Randolph  ;  p.u-  nobile  fratrum. 

"  ON  the  morning  of  the  lOi'n  S  pteiiiber,  about  one 
o'clock,  Mr.  Ballard  met  mc,  and  named  that  he  had  seen 
a  friend  of  mine,  who  had  inquired  ot  him,  if  he  luid  s;.eti 
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me,  and  from  his  countenance  it  appeared  he  had  some 
particular  business  with  me,  but  at  that  moment  he  could 
not  recollect  his  name,  but  that  if  I  would  go  to  the  coffee 
house  1  would  find  him  there.  I  went,  but  no  gentleman 
approached  me,  who  had  any  business  with  me,  that  I 
could  suppose  was  the  one  Mr.  B.  alluded  to.  On  my  re- 
turn to  m)'  lodgings,  at  the  corner  above  the  coffee  house, 
while  conversing  with  captain  Rinker,  Mr.  James  Sterrett 
of  this  place,  and  form.erly  captain  of  artillery,  came  up 
and  observed  that  he  had  been  looking  some  time  for  me, 
and  that  he  had  a  conversation  for  me  of  importance,  and 
that  he  must  see  me  on  it :  when  could  he  have  an  inter- 
view with  me  at  my  lodgings  ?  I  replied  at  any  time.  To- 
morrow morning  said  he.  i  answered,  no  objections,  but 
tell  me  the  outlines.  He  said  he  would,  1  can  say  it  in  a 
few  words :  you  know  well  the  situation  of  the  general 
and  Clark,  one  or  other  of  them  must  fall,  and  I  know  it 
will  be  the  former.  How  are  you  treated  by  the  general  ? 
I  ansv/ered  as  i  could  wish.  I  will  be  damned,  as  I've  al- 
ways told  you,  if  he  don'i  lurch  you  one  day  or  other,  and 
leave  you  deserted,  i  know  you  and  him  iiave  been  long 
friends,  but  he  w  ill  desert  you  in  the  same  way  he  has  all 
his  ola^ friends.  You  have  it  now  in  jour  powder  to  77iake 
ajriend  xvho  is  able  and  will  serve  yon  to  the  iitmo.st  of  your 
■wislits^  if  you  can  give  any  statement  against  the  general  of 
consequence ;  hut  J  dent  believe  you  can.  Clark  xvill give  you 
a  plantaiion  and  negroes,  that -will  make  you  cojnjor  table  for 
lije.  I  have  not  spoken  to  him  on  the  subject,  but  i  will 
give  a  guarantee  from  under  my  hand,  that  )ou  shall  have 
it.  1  do  solemnly  declare  on  honor,  that  the  annexed 
statement,  is  nearly  verbatim,  the  conversation  that  passed 
between  captain  Sterrett  and  m)  self,  and  in  subst;\nce  the 
whole  truth. 

(Signed)  W.  THAR  P." 

New  Orleans,  Sept.  25,  1809. 

"WE,  the  undersigned,  certify  on  honor,  that  the  above 
statement  was  presented  to  general  Wilkinson  on  this  dav, 
the  25th  September,  1809,  in  our  presence. 

("Signed)  DAMKL  CARMICK, 

M'ljor  of  Marines. 
JOHN  R.  FEN  WICK, 

Captain  of  Marines. 

*  This  is  the  souixeof  Wilkinson's  misfortunes,  his  desertion  of  his  old 
friends  when  they  turned  traitors. 
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IIK,  Stern  It,  iurthcr  (Kclatcil,  at  tlic  nuntiun  oi  tiit 
j>huUation  and  negroes,  as  a  clouteur  to  nu-  lor  inlormatioii 
against  the  general,  that  money  with  Mr.  Chirk  was  no  ob- 
jeet,  kt  the  price  he  what  it  might,  to  obtain  infcirmatioii 
against  tlie  general,  he,  Chirk,  would  have  it,  let  it  cost 
what  it  would. 

(Signed)  W.  TIIAHP. 

Mi 
Ac 


iwiysi/ifii  'I't't-ritori/j  1 

Adams  County,  Fvh.  10,  1810.  J 


WILLI  A  M  THAR  P,  thirt\  lour  years  of  age,  per- 
sonally appearing  before  me,  the  uniU  rsigned,  a  justice  of 
the  piace  in  and  for  said  countv,  and  having  the  within 
declarations  read  to  him,  both  of  which  arc  signed  with 
his  name,  dechired  that  t'wif  lotre  in  all  Jlicir  statements 
the  truth,  the  wiiole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

SAMUEL  BROOKS,  J.  P. 

A'...'f.  *llu-  wonls  hvth  of  and  tbey  r.eir  in  alt  tUir,  imcrliiicd  bcfow 
sworn  to. 

U.  TJiarps  Ikposifion. 
(Copy.) 

SOME  limr  about  the  loth  of  October  la^t, 
in  l!i('  city  of  New  C>i-It'iuis,  1  met  in  the  street  cap- 
tain JaiiRs  Stcrrctt,  formally  o\'  the  army.  We 
|)assed  on  to  his  comptino;  house,  where  we  enter- 
ed into  e(Mn«  rsation  on  the  subject  of  general 
James  Wilkinson.  After  about  ten  minutes,  he 
(o;.k  out  of  his  jxicket  a  letter  wliicli  he  liad  just 
received  from  VVilJiam  Simmons,  accountant  of"  thr 
war  tl(  paitment,  tlie  last  paragraph  of  which  he 
shewed  to  me.  it  ran  thus,  "  I  ha\e  it  in  my  pow- 
er to  state,  that  I  have  been  lor  a  length  of  time 
very  busily  employed  in  ransacking  the  war  dc- 
{)artment,  for  evidence  of  the  earliest  date  against 
your  old  friend  general  \V.  for  the  puipose  of  being 
used  at  the  coining  session  of  Congress  by  the 
honorable  John  Randolph."  Aftei-  having  traced 
tile  language,  1  scrutinized  carefully  the  signature 
of  W.  Simmons,  and  have  not  the  smallest  hcsita- 
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tion  to  say  it  was  his  hand,  ha^•ing  been  intimate- 
ly acquainted  with  it  for  twelve  years  past. 

T!ie  abo^■e,  I  pledge  my  honor,  is  the  substance 
and  facts  as  came  to  my  view. 

W.  THARP. 

Mkshsippi  Territory,  Adams  County,  Feb.  10,  1810. 

WILLIAM  THARP,  personally  appearing  on  oath,  deposeth  and 
saith,  that  the  foregoing  statement  to  which  he  hath  subscribed  his  name,  is 
just  and  true.  Before, 

SAMUEL  BROOKE,^.  P. 

After  communicating  to  general  W.  major  Carmick, 
captain  Fenwick  and  several  other  gentlemen,  the  attempt 
made  on  me  by  the  late  captain  Sterrett,on  behalf  of  Dan- 
iel Clark  as  he  alledged,  to  suborn  me  to  give  testimony 
against  general  Wilkinson,  I  determined  to  mislead  and, 
\i  practicable,  to  procure  some  testimonial  of  his  villany, 
which  design  I  made  known  to  the  gentlemen  before  na- 
med. For  this  purpose  at  the  second  interview,  I  led  him 
to  believe  I  had  in  my  possession,  some  important  docu- 
ments from  the  hands  of  the  general,  which  he  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  get  possession  of,  and  I  was  as  desi- 
rous to  procure  from  him  some  written  evidence  of  his 
corrupt  designs  ;  but  my  plan  was.  in  this  point,  frustrated, 
as  I  understood  from  major  Carmick,  by  the  interference 
and  advice  given  by  serjeant  M'Kinzie,  formerly  of  the 
4th  regiment,  to  Sterrett  and  Clark.  Sterrett  informed  me 
JM^Kinzie  was  in  Clark's  confidence,  and  was  employed 
as  a  secret  agent  by  him,  and  Sterrett  assured  me,  had 
acted  his  part  bevond  all  expectation  as  a  spy  and  inforuv 
er,  and  had  completely  imposed  on  governor  Claiborne. 

In  the  prosecution  of  my  views,  1  had  several  meetings 
with  Sterrett,  and  on  the  oOth  September  last,  the  follow- 
ing conversation  took  place,  which  1  minuted  down  the 
same  day,  and  have  now  before  me. 

He,  Sterrett,  declared  to  me,  that  he  had  labored  and 
exerted  everv  nerve  to  ruin  general  VV^ilkinson,  and  that 
he  would  continue  to  do  so  to  the  last,  and  that  during 
the  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  the  General  xvculdfull, 
and  all  his  friends  with  him ;  this  he  knew  to  be  certain  ; 
that  he  was  confirmed  in  this  belief  by  a  letter  he  had  re- 
cently receivedy/'c/w  a  correspondent^  who  stood  high  with 

*  This  aJv'.ce  was  no  doubt  from  Mr.  Sterrett's  correspondent,  Mr. 
Simmons,  who,  if  we  may  judge  from  events,  seems  to  have  had  a  peep. 
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Mr.  Jefferson,  who  had  l)ccn  assured  hy  him,  that  Mr.  ]. 
was  now  conviiuctl  ihar  Wilkinson  was  giiiltN',  anil  t/iat  lie 
■would  be  this  sasicn  tit/icr  hroke^  or  >li<  armif  ivotild  he  so 
viodclUd  as  to  (rft  liim  cut  of  service ;  lliat  for  all  his  (Stc-r- 
rett's)  cxirti(,n,  he  consoled  himself"  with  a  full  assurnncc 
that  he  should  live  to  see  Wilkinson  what  he  ought  to  be, 

into  futurity  ;  uiid  to  tlif  same  source  mav  bi- ascribed  tlie  cin  iimstancc  of 
thearranptnionts  of  the  war  dej)artmeiit,  al\va\s  reaching  Mr.  Clark  and 
his  friend  .  before  tliev  diil  pen.  Wilkinson.  The  presumption  is  jusiilied 
by  the  acceuntant'K  a^eitcy,  in  circulating  Clark's  libellous  book  ;  and  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  general's  recal  was  known  to  Adair  at  Natdi/:/.,  two  weeks 
befiirc  It  reached  himself  Among  others,  a  Mr.  Bigelow  mentioned  the 
reporr  to  the  general,  before  he  hud  recei\  ed  his  orders  :  and  with  a  view,  it  is 
presumed,  to  acctierate  \\\s  vi(/^f»iriH.iwl  /acilit(ircU\&  vimiuutiiii  ai  Wanb- 
ingUm  ill  Columbin ;  ilie  following  billet  was  served  on  the  general  about 
tliejK-riod  of  his  recal,  in  the  full  eyjK'ctation,  he  is  well  assured,  tliat  it 
would  C()»rii(ijV  bim  to  jail,  at  Washiiif^ton,  in  the  Mississifipi  territory. 
Such  is  the  co-operati.m  of  Wilkinson's  enemies,  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment to  the  banks  of  the  .\li^bi^slj)pi ;  such  is  the  concert  of  Kandi>lph, 
and  Adair,  and  Clark,  and  Simmons,  and  Sterrett,  and  an  hmidrcd  oilier 
worthies.  And  now  while  Wilkinson  is  detained  at  \\'asliington,  Colum- 
bia, judgmeitt  may  go  against  him  in  Washington,  Mississippi  territory, 
for  ^4U,000,  as  Adair's  writ  was  succeeded  by  another  of  the  same  charac- 
ter, doubdessat  the  instigation  of  Mr  Clark.  These  are  small  specimens 
of  the  pecuniary  rewards  which  Wilkinson  receives  for  serving  and  saving 
his  country. 

Mississippi  Territory,  7 

n  r>       .       '      I       I «  WIT. 

Adams  County,         ^ 

Tbc  Mississippi  T'lrritory  of  the  United  States,  to  tbe  Sheriff  of  Adams. 
County,  Geeei  IXG  ■ 

You  are  hereby  commanded,  without  delay,  to  take  James  Wilkin- 
son, where-sover  he  may  be  found  in  your  county,  and  him  safely  keep,  so 
that  you  have  his  bo<ly  before  the  judges  of  territory  aforesaid,  at  a  circuit 
court,  tc  be  h,)lden  at  the  court  house  in  and  for  the  county  of  Adams,  on 
the  second  Monday  in  April  ne.xt,  to  answer  to  John  Adair,  in  a  plea  of 
Trespass,  assault  and  battery  and  false  imprisonment,  tohis  damages  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars,  and  have  then  there  this  writ.  Witness  the  honora- 
ble Thomas  Hixlncy,  esquire,  lirst  judge  of  the  said  territory,  at  the  court 
house  of  said  county,  the  second  Monday  in  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  in  the  tliirty-fourth  year 
of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

(Signed)  THEODORE  STARKE. 

Issued  the  ninth  day  of  October,  1809.     Received  the 
d.iy  of  '  IbiW. 

This  is  an  action  for  an  assault  and  battery,  and 'false  imjirisonmcnt  ol 
the  plaintilV,  done  and  committed  by  ihe  defendant,  and  no  bail  required 
unless  ordered  by  a  judge. 

(Signed)  TURNER,  P.  Q. 

Let  bail  be  taken  in  this  case  for  seven  thousand  d(41ars,  for  cause  shewn 
by  aihdavit,  October  2jtli,  1809. 

(Signetl)  THO.MAS  KODNEV 

-jo/,  ii.  13 
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au  outcast  arid  a  vagabond.  After  this  we  parted,  and  met 
again  in  the  coffee  house,  walked  a  few  minutes  together, 
and  he  observed  I  had  better  not  be  seen  with  him,  that 
it  might  do  me  injury* 

And  I  do  fariher  declare,  that  I  served  under  general 
Wilkinson,  as  an  officer  of  dragoons,  from  the  summer 
1797,  until  the  spring  1802,  I  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  him  since,  and  that  1  have  never  heard  from  him  di- 
rectlv  or  indirectly,  by  word  or  writing,  a  sentiment  un- 
worthy a  faithful  servant  of  his  country  ;  that  he  never 
hinted  to  me  a  word  respecting  any  Mexican  expedition, 
or  of  colonel  Burr  or  his  projects,  and  that  the  first  inti- 
mation 1  received  of  Burr's  conspiracy  was  from  Thomas 
Power,  who  I  met*  at  Joseph  Michel's  tavern  in  the  pa- 
rish of  Mashac,  being  then  in  company  with  James  Ster- 
rett,  who  has  been  mentioned  in  this  deposition,  who^  af- 
ter a  ft'TV  zvords,  xvithdrexv  the  said  Poxver  Jrom  my  pre- 
atnce^  for  what  cause  I  knoxv  not. 

And  I  do  further  declare,  that  on  the  route  from  Man- 
shacto  New  Orleans,  the  said  Sterrett  declared  to  me  that 
Wilkinson  was  playing  the  devil  in  Orleans,  and  that  the 
citizens  of  the  place  ought  to  oppose  him  and  his  measures 
by  force  J  that  he  could  not  be  trusted,  and  he  was  then  only 
preparing  the  means  to  take  advantage  of  the  credulity  of 
the  citizens  to  mislead  them  the  more. 

Ihis  inimical  spirit  he  evinced  until  we  halted  at  cap- 
tain Richard  Butler's,  about  24  miles  from  Orleans  ;  here 
he  had  an  interview  widi  Mr.  B.  and  after  we  mounted, 
he  then  assured  me  he  was  fully  persuaded  from  the  de- 
\  elcpment  which  Mr.  Butler  gave  him  of  the  measures 
udopted  bv  general  Wilkinson,  were  calculated  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  general  government,  and  security 
to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans, 
luid  from  this  forward  he  should  be  the  warm  friend  of 
general  W.  that  they  had  long  been  enemies,  that  he  now 
would  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  taking  him  by  the  hand 
and  burying  all  animosities,  and  requested  me  to  mention 
the  subject  to  the  general,  and  inform  him  how  he  would 
be  received  on  waiting  on  him  at  his  quarters.  Agreeable 
to  the  request,  1  did  so.  In  reply  the  general  observed, 
"  he  xvait  on  me .'  if  the  villain  dare  mter  ?nif  door,  I-ll  kick 
him  out.  Ao,  he  is  a  scoundrel,  and  tell  him  so.^^ 

W.  THAR  P. 
*  This  was  in  December,  1806 
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Mitisiaai/i/ii  Tcrritorij,  ^ 

jidains  Couiitij,  l-'th.  10,  18  10.  3 

WILLIAM  THARP  personally  appcariujj;  on  oath, 
ikposclli  and  saitli,  thai  the  torej^oin^;  statement  to  wljich 
he  hath  sul)scribccl  his  name,  is  just  anil  Hue. 
he  tore, 

SA.MUKL   BROOKS,  y.  P. 


Certificate  of  F.  Gnmcs^  Esquire. 

New  Orleans,  October  2(1^  1809. 
9IR, 

IN  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  this  morning,  I 
have  to  inform  you,  that  on  llie  third  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  18('8,  Mr.  Daniel  Clark  of  this  titv,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  IVIr  John  Clay,  became  bound  to  me,  as  the 
United  States'  attorney  for  the  district  of  Orleans,  in  the 
sum  of  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  ninety  cents  for  captain  James  Sterret,  late 
district  pay-master  to  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
which  sum  was  the  balance  then  stated  to  be  due  from 
said  Sterret  to  the  L^nited  States  on  account  of  monies  re- 
ceived by  hull  as  pay-master,  but  which  was  afterwards 
ui)on  a  fartiier  in\  estimation  and  adjustment  of  his  dis- 
bursement, reduced  to  the  sum  of  five  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  dollars  thirty-six  cents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wiUi  consideration  of  high  res- 
pect, \(nir  obedient  servant, 

P.  GRIMES. 

His  Excel.  Gen.  J.  M'Ukinson,  Nexu  Orleans. 

Here  we  have  a  few,  a  very  few,  of  the  many  evidences 
ui  Wilkinson's  possession,  to  shew  the  industry ,  rancour, 
periidv  and  corruption  ot  his  enemies.  Can  those  who 
respect  justice  and  profess  honor,  combine  with  such  a 
band  of  monsters,  to  hunt  down  the  officer  who  defeated 
their  machinations,  and  has  lived,  not  for  himself,  but 
for  his  country?  Forbid  it  genius  of  America  I  Forl)id  it: 
Heaven  I 
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TO  VOLILMK  THE  SKCOND. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Cafitain  Foivter,  to  General  inikinaori. 
dated  Lexington,  \Qth  January.,  1810. 

C(1L0NI:L  BURH  observed  that  he  intended  mak- 
ing a  tour  tliroui;h  the  western  country,  after  his  term  ex- 
pired, and  tliouglu  it  was  higldy  probable  tliat  lie  would  be- 
come a  resident  in  some  of  the  western  states,  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  That  from  the  general  information  which 
l\e  had  received,  an  impression  was  made  on  his  mind,  that 
he  would  prefer  a  residence  in  the  western  country,  to  any 
other  section  of  the  United  States.  It  was  then  suggested 
by  colonel  Lyon,  or  myself,  or  both,  that  Nashville,  in  the 
state  of  Tennessee,  would  be  an  eligible  situation  to  settle 
liimself,  and  offer  as  a  candidate  for  C'ongress,  in  the  room 
of  doctor  Dickson,  who  had  expressed  an  intention  of  with- 
drawing from  public  life,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  either 
at  the  first  or  second  ensuing  election,  and  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  should  the  doctor  decline,  colonel  Burr  might 
probably  succeed  him  in  being  elected. 


{No.  2.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from   the  honorable  M.  Lyon^  to    General 
Wilkinson^  dated  Eddyville^  .Yovcmber  \9th^  1805. 

H  .  .  R  lost  the  prospect  in  Tennessee,  by  not  pur- 
suing the  road  I  pointed  out  for  him. 

True  extract, 

N.  PINKNEY,  Cafitain, 
vol,  ii.  1 
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'  (No.  S.J 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  IVilkinson^  to  Governor  Ha;- 
riaon,  dated  St.  L'juisy  Sefitember  \9th^  1805. 

SHALL  I  say,  in  return,  1  have  a  boon  to  ask  of  you 
of  no  ordinary  import  ?  No  ;  I  will  not,  because  the  com- 
muiation  would  disiionor  my  application  ;  but  1  will  de- 
mand from  your  friendship  a  boon  in  its  influences  and  its 
effects  CO  extensive  uiih  the  c  nion  ;  a  boon  perhaps  on 
which  that  Union  ma\  much  depend;  a  boon  vhich  may- 
serve  mt  serve  you.  and  can  disserve  neither  ;  a  boon  which 
from  my  knowledge  ot  men,  motives  and  principles,  will  be 
acceptable  to  those  whose  policies  we  are  bound  to  support. 
If  you  ask  what  is  this  important  boon  which  I  so  earnestly 
crave,  1  will  say  to  you,  return  the  bearer  to  the  councils  of 
our  country,  where  his  talents  and  abili  ies  are  all  impor- 
tant at  the  present  moment.  But  you  continue,  how  is  that 
to  be  done?  By  your  fiat.  Let  Mr.  Parke  adhere  to  his 
profession  ;  convene  your  Solomons  and  let  them  re- 
turn him — col.  B. —  to  Congress. 

If  you  taste  'his  proposition,  speak  to  him  and  he  will 
authorise  ycu,  if  necessary,  to  purchase  an  estate  for  him  ir^ 
your  territory. 

True  extract, 

N.  PINKNEY,  Cajitain, 


(No.  4.; 

Cofiy  of  a  letter  from  Odonel  Burr^  to  General  Wilkinson,  da» 
ted  Vincennes,  Sefitember  26,  1805. 

I  HAVE  had  no  conversation  on  the  subject  you  men- 
tioned, (though  i  suspect  you  wrote  of  it")  but  we  have 
gone  round  about,  and  there  is  every  evidence  of  good  will 
in  which  I  have  entire  belie!  ;  there  is  probably  some  secret 
embarrassment  of  which  you  and  I  are  ignorant. 

Governor  H.  asked  me  if  you  had  appointed  an  attorney 
general.  I  tohl  him  no.  I  never  lai^e  any  sort  of  liberty 
with  any  man's  secrets  but  my  own.  By  the  bye  your  at- 
torney general  is  stark  mad.  Take  the  following  extract 
from  a  recent  letter  :  "C.  and  D.  (naming  two  highly  res- 
pectable characters)  may  do  such  things  but  they  are  be- 
neath I  he  dignity  of  ***.  "  i  he  letter  is  such  an  one  as 
might  be  expected  from  Bonaparte  to  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Russias.     These  are  thy  doings. 
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Governor  H.  wiili  wIkjih  I  am  more  and  more  pleased, 
will  tell  you  of  a  letter  I  have  received  fioiu  l)a\lon.  This 
H.  is  fit  for  other  tiiinpjs. 

(iod  hiess  you  and  grant  you  a  bufe  deliverance  from  fac- 
tions and  factious  men. 

(Signed)  A.   R. 

True  cojiy, 

N.  PINKNEY,   Ca/itain. 


rSo.  b.) 

Copy   of  a    letter  from   .iaron  Burr^    to    G'-neral  ll'ilkinsoTi^ 
dated  Philadelf  hia^  March  26.  I80.i. 

I  MET  here  Hr.  Biown,  who,  allcr  deliberation,  deter- 
mines lo  accc|)t  of  the  oflicc  of  secretary  :  please  to  cause  it 
to  l)e  announced  in  the  official  j;a/,elte. 

//  not/ii'iq-,  n-jiv  wiforesi  c/i,  .thould  occur  to  retard  my  move- 
ments or  vary  my  filansy  I  shall  leave  th's  for  Pittsburgh  about 
the  \f)th    1f\ril.      A  letter  to  Adair  %u  >uld  be  accefitable. 

The    project  for  a  convention  in  this  state,  and    the  arri- 
val of  a  I'rench  fleet  in  the  W    Indies,  are  here  almost  exclu- 
sively tiie  topics  of  conversation.     The  former  divides  and 
irritates  ;  the  latter  astonishes  all  ranks  of  people. 
Faithfully  and  affectionately  yours. 
A.  BURR. 

N.  n.  Dr.  Brown  will  not  now  take  his  family,  !)ut  leave 
fhcm  in  or  near  N.  Y.  till  next  sprint^.  He  will  meet  yoo 
at  Fort  Pitt,  or  i;o  on  before  as  you  may  wish  ;  the  motivr 
T»hich  induced  him  to  accept  was  personal  to  you. 

True  copy, 

N.  PINKNEY,  Cajitain. 


(No.  6.; 
(COPY.) 

Philadelphia,  Afiril  lOth,  1805. 

YOUR  letter  of  the  8th,  received  this  morning,  and  it  has 
so  far  influenced  my  movements  that  my  departure  from 
this  place  is  delayed  until  the  21st.  I  shall  be  at  Pittsburg 
'jcfore   the    1st  May,  but  will  wsrit  there  till   that   day  in 
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the  hope  of  seeing  you.  To  wait  longer  would  mar  my 
plans  and  disappoint  my  companions.  I  have  ordered  a 
boat,  but  will  sell  it  on  the  spot  if  you  can  furnish  me  ;  there 
is  however  so  much  uncertainty  and  conlingence  in  your 
inarch  with  a  family,  8ic.  that  I  dare  not  v/hoUy  rely  on 
meeting  you.  Do  not  again  however  postpone  the  day  of 
your  departure. 

I  am  always  at  N.  York,  though  not  in  person.  Things 
there  are  going  on  well  enough  and  fast  enough,  G.  does 
not  understand  all  the  complex  mechanism  of  parties  in 
that  state.  The  printers  you  mention  could  never  have 
been  mischievous  had  they  not  received  the  countenance 
of  government.     God  bless  them  all. 

I  have  such  a  levee  about  me  of  visitors  from  distant 
parts,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  1  can  find  an  hour,  day  or 
night,  to  write  a  letter  or  attend  to  private  concerns. 

Dieu  te  benisse, 

A.  BURR. 


(No.  7.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Burr,  to  Gen.  Wilkinson,  dated 
'Pittsburgh,  April  20t/i,  1803. 

FINDING  every  thing  ready  and  the  auspices  favourable, 
I  shall  sail  at  9  this  morning.  Many  thanks  for  your  letter 
by  Sam,  full  of  kind  and  amiable  things. 

Send  your  letters,  £cc.  to  Louisville  ;  as  I  know  no  person 
there,  address  to  the  care  of  any  of  your  friends.  Yet  I 
entertain  hopes  of  meeting  you  at  that  place.  Make  haste, 
for  I  have  some  things  to  say  which  cannot  be  written. 

God  bless  and  speed  you. 
A.  B. 


(No.  8.J 

Cofiy    of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Burr,  to  General    Wilkinson, 
dated  Louisville,  May  \9th,  1805. 

MY  DEAR  SIR, 

IT  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  leave  the  falls 
without  seeing  you.  But  boats  from  Pittsburg,  the  5th 
May,  had  not  heard  of  your  arrival.  Of  course  you  could 
not  then  have  been  there.  Besides  report  says  that  you  are 
to  pass  days  at  Cm.  (Cincinnati.) 
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liffore  you  touch  the  h't-riturky  shore,  in  iliis  vicinity,  see 
und  converse  willi  juclj^e  Davis,  at  JcHersonville.  Your 
friends  are  apprehciisive  that  something  is  meditated  a- 
^uinbt  your  personal  convenience.'     Wib.  Sal.  Sap. 

'I'lie  letieis  wliich  I  had  expected  fioni  you,  may  nov.-  be 
addressed  to  Orleans.  1  hope  to  see  you  at  Si.  l>ouis  iu 
the  autumn. 

God  bless  you. 

(Signed)  A.  BURR. 

True  copy, 

N.   PINKNEY,   Captain. 


fISo.  dj 

Cofiy    of  a  Iftter  from    Aaron    Burry   to    (icncral    in/Jcinsoiu 
dated  I'crry  at   Tcnnc*sce,  July  30//;,  iSOi. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL, 

PARTING  unexpectedly  at  this  place  with  captain 
Bissell,  who  had  intended  to  go  on  with  me  to  Nashville,  I 
can  only  say  bon  jour,  I  am  on  my  way  to  Lexington,  and 
hope  before  the  first  September  to  take  you  by  the  hantl  at 
your  palace.  Till  then,  unless  some  occasion  should  offer, 
from  Lexington  or  Nashville,  I  must  reserve  the  pleasure 
of  detailing  the  incidents  of  my  three  weeks'  visit  to  N.  O. 
You  are  remembered  there  with  affection  and  regret. 
Having  heard  notiiing  from  secretary  Brown,  I  cannot  sup- 
pose he  is  yet  with  you. 

Most  afiectionately  and  faithfully  yours. 

(Signed)  A.  BURR. 

True  copy, 

N.  PIVKNEY,  Cafuain. 


{No.  10.) 

Ballstown,  10/A  October^  1800. 

Til  \T  ihrpugh  Biddle,  and  the  other  of  29th,  came  safe 
to  me  at  Albany,  yesterday   P.  M.  just  as  I  was  mounting 

•  This  alludes  to  an  intcnuon  to  arre&t  general  Wilkinson  on  a  false 
claim  of  debt. 
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my  horse  to  ride  hither  for  my  daughter,  who  has  been  pass- 
ing a  few  days  with  a  friend  in  the  neighborhood,  while  I 
was  attending  on  public  duties  at  Albany.  Having  made  e- 
lectors  and  a  Senator,  all  democratic,  the  legislaiure  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  January,  when  I 
shall  be  again  at  Albany.  To-morrow  I  move  toward  N, 
York  and  bhall  remain  there  for  at  least  two  months.  From 
all  this,  you  will  know  how  to  address  me,  and  as  lo  the  mode 
of  conveyance,  1  take  the  mail  to  be  the  most  secure.  Our 
post  oflFices  in  N.  York  and  in  Albany,  are  fierfrctli/  sdk.  If 
yours  in  Washington,  or  where  else  you  may  be,  should  be 
safe,  you  may  write  fully. 

I  regret  the  book  fo.-  the  injury  it  will  do  to  the  reputation 
ef  one  honest  man.  and  the  feelings  of  another,  whose  pride 
■will  be  much  wounded. 

In    Jersey,    I   suspect will  not  have  a  vote.     A- 

mong  the  electors,  I  see  some  of  his  hiown  political  ene- 
mies. Not  democrats  but  high  going  feds.  Virginia  are 
I^ledged  as  far  forth  as  faith  and  honor  can  bind  men.  You 
must  be  deceived  as  to  S.  C. 

When  I  receive  your  cypher  and  your  address,  you  shall 
hear  from  me.     Till  then  adieu. 

A.  BURR. 

Noah  Webster,  the  printer,  has,  I  am  told,  published  a 
letter  against  A.  H.     I  have  not  seen  it. 


ra.  No,  10.; 

N.  York,  Juhj  2'2d,  1800. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

YOUR  box  of  pacanes  is  now  performing  quarantmd 
off  Staten  Island  ;  at  the  expiration  of  forty  days  I  may  hope 
to  see  it.  Whether  '' pacanes  ''  be  animal,  vegetable  or  fos- 
sile,  no  acquaintance  of  mine,  in  this  city,  is  sufficiently 
learned  to  inform  me. 

N.  York,  you  know,  is  in  the  most  direct  route  to  Pitts- 
burg. '1  his  circumstance,  added  to  your  promise  to  pass 
some  days  here  with  Mrs.  W.  lead  me  yet  to  hope  for 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  both. 

As  I  never  write  of  politics,  and  have  nothing  to  say 
of  myself,  1  may  add  a  word  by  way  of  inquir)  concern- 
ing an  object  now  near  you.  Within  three  or  four  weeks  I 
have  drank  some  gallons  of  wine,  and  have  made  others 
drink  many  gailonB  more  to  the  health  of  Miss 
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of  Xoifulk.  Now  I  should  like  to  hear  from  so  tiuir.ul  u 
jiul^c  of  bounty  and   takiils  as   youistU,    how    fur  all  this 

jiuiy  be  due  to  iMiss  ;    thai  if  you  allinu  ihc  dcscripliou 

which  I  have  received,  I  may  continue  to  ^\vc  her  as  a  toast. 
Havinyj  no  oiher  commands  cither  political  or  military  lo 
give  you  at  present,  I  rely  on  your  accniacy  and  punctuali- 
ty in  the  execution  of  this.  He  assured  of  my  attention  to 
your  sons.  If  you  will  consign  them  to  me  at  tliis  city, 
J  wdl  see  them  placed  at  Princeton  or  wherever  else  you 
may  direct.  1  can  with  great  pioprieiy,  and  will  with  nuich 
pleasure  use  mv  intluence  with  Dr.  Smith  to  interest  him 
particularly  in  their  welfare  and  advancement.  Mrs.  W. 
would  not  forgive  me,  if  I  should  advise  you  lo  devote  one 
of  them  to  the  navy.  I  am  silent  theiefore  on  that  point; 
yet,  adtiressing  myself  lo  anoth'n-,  I  would  say  that  the  navy 
is  the  true  object  of  ambiuon,  for  the  ardent  spirits  of  our 
country. 

Present  me  respectfully  to  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  and  be  assu- 
red (if  my  great  attachment  and  iVicndsliip. 

A.  B. 

Vou    will  find  here,   if  you    hasten,  Truxton,    W.Hamp- 
ton and  Dr.  Euslis. 


{yo.  11.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  frov,  Colonel  Burr,  to  General  U'ilkimon, 

dated  Flnladcljihia,  5th  J/iril,  1805. 
DEAR  SIR, 

YOUR  letter  of  the  1st  was  received  yesterday 
about  noon,  and  b\  midnight,  with  the  aid  of  C.  B.  was 
decyphered.  Some  words  however  have  finally  baffled  our 
joint  labors.  Why  fiut  nuch  a  tux  on  the  Jtleanure  cf  your 
corr(  n/ioiulcnce  ? 

I  shall  be  at  Pittsburgh,  before  the  Q5lh,  and  would  wait 
for  you  if  any  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  punctuality  of 
a  man  who  travels  with  a  family.  Browne  wili  obey  aiiy 
orders  you  may  give  him.  Charles  Loss,  the  surveyor,  S;c. 
will  accompany  him  or  me,  not  yet  settled  which.  Would 
John  Pintard  be  of  any   use  to  you  ? 


fNo.  13.j 

M.^ssAC,  June  0th,  I80j. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

THIS  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  colonel  Burr  who 
you  will  know  how  to  estimate,     if  the' persecutions  of  a 
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great  and  honorable  man  can  give  title  to  generous  at- 
tentions, he  has  claims  to  all  your  civilities  and  all  your 
services.  You  cannot  oblige  me  more  than  by  such  con- 
duct, and  I  pledge  my  life  to  you  it  will  not  be  misapplied. 
To  him  I  refer  you  for  many  things  improper  to  letter, 
and  which  he  will  not  say  to  any  other.  I  shall  be  at  St. 
Louis  in  two  weeks,  and  if  you  were  there  we  could  open 
a  mine,  a  commercial  one  at  least.  Let  me  hear  from  you. 
Farewell,  do  well,  and  believe  me  always  your  friend. 

JA:   WILKINSON. 

Daniel  Clark,  Esq, 


fNo.  UJ 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Daniel  Clark,  to  General  Wilkinson,  da- 
ted Nenu  Orleans,  September  7th,   1805. 

DEAR  SIR, 

MANY  absurd  and  wild  reports  are  circulated 
here,  and  have  reached  the  ears  of  the  officers  of  the  late 
Spanish  government,  respecting  our  ex-Vice  President. 
You  are  spoken  of  as  his  right  hand  man,  and  even  1  am 
now  supposed  to  be  of  consequence  enough  to  combine 
with  generals  and  Vice  Presidents.  At  any  other  time,  but 
the  present,  I  should  amuse  myself  vastly  at  the  tolly  and 
fears  of  those  who  are  aflectcd  with  these  idle  tales  ;  but  be- 
ing on  the  point  of  setting  off  tor  Vera  Cruz,  on  a  large 
mercantile  speculation,  I  Icel  cursedly  hurt  at  the  rumours, 
and  might,  in  consequence  of  Spanish  jealousy,  get  into  a 
hobble  I  could  not  easily  get  out  of.  Lntre  nous,  i  believe 
that  ■Minor  of  Natchez  has  a  great  part  in  this  business  in 
order  to  make  himself  ot  importance.  He  is  in  the  pay;  of 
Spain,  and  wishes  to  convince  ihem  he  is  much  their  friend. 
This  is  however  matter  of  suspicion  on  my  part,  but 
the  channel  through  which  the  information  reached  me 
makes  me  suppose  it.  Power,  whose  head  is  always  stuf- 
fed with  plots,  projects,  conspiracies,  &c.  kc.  &c.  and  who 
sees  objects  through  a  mill  stone,  is  going  to  Natchez  next 
week  to  unravel  the  whole  of  this  extraordinary  business  ; 
and  then  God  have  mercy  on  tlie  culprits,  for  Spanish  ire 
and  indignation  will  be  levelled  at  them.  "\\  hat  in  the 
name  of  Heaven  could  give  rise  to  these  extravagancies  I 
Were  I  sufficiently  intimate  with  Mr.  Burr,  and  knew  where 
to  direct  a  line  to  him,  I  should  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to 
him.     Perhaps  finding  Minor  in  his  way,  he  was  endeavor- 
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in^  to  extract  something  tVoiu  liiin  ;  he  has  amused  him- 
self ai  the  bloeklieud's  expense,  and  then  Minor  has  retail* 
cd  the  news  to  his  employers.  Incjuire  of  Mr.  liurr  about 
tliis  and  let  me  know  at  my  return,  winch  will  he  in  r> 
to  4  months.  The  talc  is  a  horrid  one  it  well  told.  Kentuc- 
ky, Tennessee  and  Ohio,  with  part  of  (ieorgia  and  Caiolina, 
are  to  he  bribed  with  the  i^hmder  of  the  -Spanish  countries  ; 
west  of  us  t(j  separ;i!e  iVom  the  Union.  'I'his  is  but  a  part 
of  the  business.  Heavens  what  wonderful  doings  there 
will  be  in  these  days  !  But  how  the  devil  I  have  been  lup;- 
gcd  into  the  conspiracy  or  what  assistance  I  can  be  of  in  it 
is  to  me  intomprehcnsible  ;  votts  t/ui  savrz  rout  can  best 
explain  this  ridille.  Amuse  Mr.  Burr  widi  an  account  of 
it.  but  let  not  these  cjrcat  and  important  objects,  these  most 
imperial  doini^s,  prevent  you  fron\  atlendinc;  to  my  land 
business.  llecoUect  that  you  great  men,  if  you  expect  to 
become  kings  and  emperors  must  have  us  little  men  for 
vassals,  and  if  we  have  nothing  to  clothe  ourselves  with,  for 
we  can  be  clothed  with  the  produce  of  our  lands  otdy,  and 
if  Congress  take  lands  for  want  of  formalities,  we  shall  then 
have  no  produce,  we  shall  make  a  very  shabby  figure  at 
your  courts  ;  think  of  this  and  practice  those  formalities 
that  arc  necessary,  that  I  may  have  from  the  produce  of 
my  Illinois  lands,  wherewith  to  buy  a  desent  court  dress 
when  presented  at  your  levee.  I  hope  you  will  not  have 
Kentuckymen  for  your  masters  of  ceremonies. 

I  remain  dear  sir,  very  sincerely. 

Your  hutnble  servant  and  friend, 
(Signed)  DANIEL  CLARK. 

True  copy, 

N.  PIXKXEV,  Coptahu 


(No.  ibj 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Daniel  Clarlc,  to  Daniel  W.  Coxe, 

dated  .Veiv  Orlrana,  6th  February^  1  806. 

[Laid  before  the  court  of  inquirj .] 

T  HAVK  left  to  C.  and  R.  the  task  of  answering 
your  letter  of  the  20th,  as  I  am  pressed  for  time,  aiid  that 
•will  put  them  on  their  guard,  and  inform  me  of  your  wish 
respecting  Barclay  and  his  affairs. 

has  a  vessel  called  the belonging  to 

of  Philadelphia  consigned  to  h  m,  and  this  vessel  has  one 
of  the  permissions  mentioned  in  a  former  le'ter. 

has  agreed  with  the  captain  that  he  and  I  shall 

vzU  ii.  3 
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avail  ourselves  of  this  permission  and  shall  ship  a  cargo  in 
the  ve-sselj  and  the  marquis  Casa  Calvo  wi/l give  us  iht  neces- 
sary crriifxate.  We  propose  that  the  cart^o  shall  amount  to 
g  40.000  to  be  consigned  to  me,  and  a  friend  •whom  I  shall 
name  an.other  time  is  to  have  \  interest.  We  pay  for  vessel 
and  permission  at  the  rate  of  iwo  dollars  per  barrel  freight, 
for  the  quantity  we  ship,  and  I  count  on  our  gaining  a  cent 
per  cent  on  the  amount  oi  the  adventure.  We  shall  have 
S  15,000  insured  here,  and  Price  and   you,  when  you  hear 

further  iVom and  C  and  H.  can  have  the  rest  covered 

at  home,  for  the  vo\age  out.  As  lor  the  returns  back.  I 
muse  trust  to  circumstances  to  be  able  to  advise  you.  We 
have  on  hand  almos'  all  the  goods  v/e  shall  ship,  and  shall 
consequently  have  liale  or  no  advances  to  make,  which 
could  interfere  with  any  remittances  intended  for  you,  and 
even  in  the  event  o(  a  capture,  the  amount  insured  will  be  a 
remittance  to  you.  ']  his  is  but  a  hint  to  you  f -r  the  pre- 
sent ;  to  morrow  when  things  are  more  matured  1  shall 
write  to  you.  I  expect  to  sail  on  the  9th.  in  the  William 
Wright,  as  advised  some  time  since;  the  Caroline  dropped 
down  the  river  a  day  or  two  ago. 

Do  me  the  favoi  to  ship  me,  and  consigned  in  my  absence 
to  captain  S.  B.  Davis,  a  quarter  casli  or  ten  dozen  of  the 
best  Port  wine,  which  I  want  for  a  particilar  purpose,  and 
for  the  disposal  of  which  I  shall  have  orders  in  my  absence. 

I  have  written  to  Dunbar  to  cancel  the  mortga:<e  to  Mr. 
Burd,*  thinking  we  cannot  now  want  it.  and  that  in  case  of 
my  death  my  family  may  have  my  private  property  unen- 
cumbered. If  you  find  it  necessary  to  give  a  security,  we 
have  immense  estates  in  common,  and  dip  or  sell  them  as 
you  may  find  convenient. 

True  extracts, 

N.  PINKNEY,  Capt. 


(No  16,; 

(COPY.) 

St.  Louis,  March  8th,  1806. 
Deah  Sir, 

NOT  knowing  whether  you  have  returned  from 
Mexico  or  not,  I  have  forborne  to  address  )ou  since  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  land  claims,  and  the  tale  of  a  tub  of  Burr,  &c. 
2cc.  But,  by  the  bearer  Mr.  Wilkinson.  I  think  proper  to 
advise  you,  that  your  claims  have  been  all  registered. 
*  Clark's  Natchez  estates  v/ere  mortgaged  to  Mr.  Burd  for  about  §  72,000, 
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i'liougii  tliey  have  not  lirt  n  aiUcd  uyon  by  tlie  commission- 
crs,  yet  I  Ikivc  tolki  ti'd  troni  tsvoot  tlic  boiiid,  ihui  one  on- 
ly of  tlicm  is  indisputable,  1  think  tor  live  ihousund  ucrcs,und 
j^runted  ill  your  own  name  ;  the  rest  stand  in  need  of"  expla- 
nations and  testimony.  1  do  not  comprehend,  as  yet,  the 
particuKiis.  but  you  may  rest  assured  of  jiiy  attentions,  and 
that   notliintj  shall    be    left  undone  to  support  your  ri^;ius. 

By  the  next  conveyance  you  shall  be  more  particularly 
informed,  as  I  am  to  brin;^  forward  those  claims  in  a  few 
day^,  in  order  to  a.-,(ertain  tlie  seniiments  of  llie  b(jard.  As 
I  do  not  know  whether  this  vvill  lind  you  in  New  Orleans  or 
not,  I  must  not  enlarjjje,  but  will  refer  you  to  my  nephew 
for  the  news  of  this  tertitory,  should  he   find  you  at  home. 

What  think  you  of  the  purchase  of  the  I'loridas  by  the 
United  Slates?  "  Kntre  nous,"  I  verily  believe  it  is  done 
Something;  of  t;reat  importance  has  been  done  in  conclave, 
and  that  something  is  lo  perpetuate  our  peace  with  Sj)ain  ; 
aj;ain  "  entre  nouse  ;"  1  write  in  haste,  and  am  ^with  much 
friendship, 

Yours, 

JA:  WILKINSON. 
fi.  Ciar/:,  Esquire. 


(No.  17  J 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  GnuJamm  M'ilkhi^oriy  to  the  Hondle. 
Robert  Smith,  S(r.  of  the  Xavij,  dated  J^etj  Qyleana. 

I  DECLAiili  most  sacredly  colonel  Burr  never 
proposed  any  illicit  project  to  me,  until  I  recei\ed  his  let- 
ter of  the  24th  July  by  >>wartwout.  I  did  btlievc  that  his 
journey  to  Tennessee  and  New  Orleans,  was  to  sec\ire  his 
return  to  ('ons^rtss  for  that  state  or  tnis  territory  I  had  no 
idea  of  any  other  project,  and  these  I  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote, because  I  knew  how  to  estimate  his  talents,  and  did 
not  wish  them  lost  to  his  country.  At  St.  Louis  he  said  to 
me  "the  imbecility  of  the  tj;overnment  will  dissolve  the 
Union;"  at  which  I  laughed,  and  he  replied  ''why  the 
whole  western  country  is  ripe  for  a  se])aralion  :"  to  which 
I  atiswered  "  my  friend,  if  you  have  travelled  with  as  little 
advantap;e  in  other  respects,  you  would  have  done  well  ta 
have  remained  in  Philadelphia  or  Washington,  for  never 
was  any  man  more  deceived  in  point  of  fact."  He  said  no 
more.  The  evening  before  he  left  St-  Louis,  he  spoke  to 
ine  of  some  splendid  enterprizc  and  asked  me  if  1  would 
take  a  hand,  but  neither  hinted  at  time  or  place,  and  spoke 
expressly  with  reference  to  the  authority  of  government  ; 
nav,  he  mentioned  the  name  of  a  minister  lo  me  and  asked 
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if  orders  from  him  would  satisfy  me ;  to  which  I  replied, 
that  an  order  from  any  gentleman  of  the  administration 
was  always  considered  as  from  the  President.  He  observed 
it  was  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  details  of  a  remote  pro- 
ject ;  "  and  1  answered  I  had  no  desire  to  hear  any  ;"  we 
parted.  I  rather  considered  his  views  to  be  chimerical,  but 
determined  to  fathom  them  if  possible.  1  do  not  precisely 
recollect  whether  it  was  then  I  gave  you  a  hint  that  he 
was  about  sometriing,  or  whether  I  had  received  an  extra- 
ordinary, insidious  and  equivocal  letter  from  him  at  Wash- 
ington before  I  did  it. 

DANIEL  HUGHES,  captain  in  the  1st  regiment  of 
infantry,  on  his  oath  declares,  that  he  served  with  general 
Wilkinson  as  an  aid '<le-camp  from  the  month  of  June,  1806, 
to  the  month  of  March,  1807.  That  soon  after  colonel  Burr's 
vi"it  to  St.  Louis,  in  the  month  of  September,  1805,  general 
Wilkinson  wrote  a  letter  to  honorable  Robert  Smith,  then 
secretary  of  the  navy,  which  he  put  into  the  hands  of  this 
deponent  and  which  this  deponent  did  read  ;  and  he  well 
remembers  that  the  said  letter  did  contain  the  following 
expression,  or  words  of  the  same  import:  "  Burr  is  about 
something,  but  whether  internal  or  external  I  cannot  dis- 
cover:  I  think  you  should  keep  an  eye  to  him."  The  depo- 
nent further  declares,  that  he  parted  with  general  Wilkin- 
son in  March,  1807,  and  that  he  did  not  see  him  again  un- 
til the  month  of  April,  1808  ;  that  he  never  held  conversa- 
tion with  the  general  on  the  subject  of  the  letter  hereia 
referred  to,  until  the  evening  of  2d  instant,  when  he  ex- 
y)ressed  to  him  his  wonder  that  he  should  never  have  pub- 
lished a  copy  of  that  letter  :  the  general  appeared  surnrised 
at  this  observation,  and  said  to  the  deponent  that  he  did  not 
recollect  he  had  shewn  it  to  him.  Deponent  further  says, 
that  he  has  mentioned  this  letter  to  several  persons,  uvd 
among  them  recollects  Jam.es  Berney  of  Kentucky,  And 
the  deponent  further  declares,  that  living  with  general  Wil- 
kinson and  enjoying  his  confidence,  he  had  opportunities 
of  seeing  his  papers  and  witnessing  his  conduct;  that  he 
never  knew  of  an  action  or  heard  an  exi)ression  from  him.  un- 
worthy the  so'dier,  the  patriot  or  the  man  of  honor  ;  the  depo- 
nent further  declares,  that  the  extract  of  the  letter  hereunto 
prefixed  to  the  honorable  Robert  Smii  h,  was  .vritten  by  gene- 
ral Wilkinson, in  New  Orleans,  pending  the  srenes of  Burr's 
conspiracy,  and  was  copied  by  this  deponent,  but  that  the 
copy  is  without  date  ;  and  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

DANIEL  HUGHES,  Ca/it.  U.  S.  Infantnj. 
ON  this  4th  day  of  September,  1810,  before  tlie  sub- 
scriber a  justice  of  the  peace,  for  Washington  county,  in 
the   District  of  Columbia,   appeared  Daniel   Hughes,   and 
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nuide  oath  in  due  form  of  law,  that  llie  facts  stated  iu  tlic 
above  and  forcgoinp:  paper  or  iiisirunjcni  of  wrilin^^,  art 
true  to  the  best  of  his  knowlcdj^c. 

DANIKL  UAPINi:. 


/^iVo.  IS.; 

From   Burr  to   Ceneral    Wilkiiisotiy   Drccmbcr    12r//,    1805. 

AIIOUT  the  last  of  October,  our  cabinet  was  se- 
riously disposed  for  warfare  with  tlie  Spanish  ;  but  more  re- 
cent accounts  of  the  increasing  and  alarming  aggression 
and  arrogance  of  the  Hrilish,  and  some  courteous  words 
from  the  Trench  have  banished  every  such  intention.  In 
case  of  s\ich  warfare,  Lee  would  have  been  commander  in 
chief.  Truth  1  assure  you.  He  must  you  know  come 
(rom  \'irginia.  The  utmost  now  intended  is  that  sort  of 
marine  piracy  which  we  had  with  the  French  under  the 
former  administration. 

Burr  passed  a  week  at  Washington,  and  has  been  here  ten 
days.  Reception  as  usual.  He  luvs  discovered  nothing  whicii 
excites  doubt  of  the  confirmation  of  Wilkinson's  appoint- 
ment. Secretary  of  the  navy  apprehended  difficulty,  mili- 
tary establishment  increase  nor  diminish. 

O'l  the  subject  of  a  certain  speculation,  it  is  not  deemed 
material  to  write  till  the  whole  can  l)e  communicated.  The 
circumstance  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  Ohio,  remains  in 
suspense  ;  the  auspices  liowever  are  favorable,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  Wilkinson  will  give  audience  to  a  delegation 
composed  of  Adair  and  Dayton,  in  February.  Can  25,;boats 
be  had  in  your  vicinity  to  move  at  some  hours  notice. 
P/i:ladel/i/iia,   December  \1th. 

Truly  decyphcred, 

N.  PIXKNEY,  Ca/itaiu. 


(No.  19.; 

Natchitoches,  October  2\s(.  1806 

1  FIND  from  a  public  print,  lately  established  in 
Kentucky,  that  the  cause  of  Easton.  Lucas,  Hammond,  Carr 
and  otlier  malcontents  of  Louisiana,  has  received  a  power- 
ful auxiliary  in  the  person  of  Mr.  John  Wood  ;  and  that 
(like  the  most  illustrious  characters  of  our  country)  I  have 
been  loaded  with  obloquy  and  slandered  wUh  a  degree  of  vir- 
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nlence  and  indecency,  suvpassinp;  all  example,  lor  the  sole 
motive  of  gralilying  the  envy,  hatred  and  malice  of  the 
Marshall  family  ;  I  have  at  times  been  fearful  your  confi- 
dence might  be  shaken,  by  the  boldness  of  the  vile  calum- 
nies which  have  been  levelled  at  me  :  But  the  reflectioa 
that  I  had  not  only  enjoyed  but  had  merited  the  confidence  ' 
of  the  several  administrations  under  v.hora  I  have  served, 
and  the  conciousness  that  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  wide 
world,  could  not  for  a  moment  divert  my  course  from  the 
path  of  honor,  dissipated  my  apprehensions  and  determined 
me,  not  to  descend  to  the  task  of  refuting  by  living  testi- 
mony and  authentic  documents,  every  imputation  charged 
against  me  from  the  most  frivolous  to  the  most  foul  :  I 
therefore  contented  myself  by  desiring  my  attorney  to 
bring  an  action  of  slander  against  the  printers,  in  order  to 
test  their  authorities  in  a  court  of  justice;  but  having 
placed  my  hands  by  accident  on  the  originals  from  which 
the  enclosed  copies  have  been  taken,  I  have  ventured  to 
transmit  them  to  you  by  this  conveyance,  and  regret  deeply 
that  I  cannot  add  to  them  the  numerous  public  and  private 
testimonials  of  honor  and  applause,  received  from  f;eneral 
Washington  and  his  secretary  of  war,  general  Knox  ;  but 
those  papers  are  left  at  Fort  Adams- 

I  am  vain  enough  to  think  these  testimonies  were  not  ne- 
cessary either  to  perpetuate  or  to  justify  the  confidence  you 
have  reposed  in  me  but  they  may  serve,  should  the  thread 
of  my  life  be  unseasonably  cut,  to  silence  the  misrepresenta- 
tions of  my  enemies  and  to  gratify  the  feelings  of  ray  friends. 
In  the  mean  time  pardon  I  beseech  you  the  honest  pride 
■which  impels  me  to  bare  my  bosom  to  you.  I\ly  ultimate 
views  are  limited  to  the  acquisition  of  an  honorable  fame. 
My  attachments  to  life  hang  by  the  precarious  existence  of 
an' adored  wife.  I  have  ever  contemned  the  sordid  inter- 
ests of  the  world,  and  estimate  property  by  its  immediate 
utility  only.  And  the  highest  ambition  of  my  soul  is,  on  a 
proper  occasion,  and  in  good  company,  to  yield  my  last 
breath  to  the  service  of  my  country.  A  frail  character  but 
a  just  one. 

To  you  I  owe  more  than  I  will  express,  lest  I  should  be 
suspected  of  adulation  which  I  detest  ;  suffice  it  that  I 
shall  serve  our  country  with  zeal  and  integrity,  and  that 
your  trust  can  never  be  disgraced, 

By  Sir,  your   faithful  and  obliged  soldier  and  servant, 
(Signed)  JA:  WILKINSON. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  President  of  the  U.  S. 
True  copy, 

N.  PINKNEY,  CaptaiK. 
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{No.  20. 


'Co/iy  of  a  letter  from  General  Daijt'jU  to  Ccniral  Wilkinson, 
writtrn  in  cyfihcr,  exccfit  th<jsc  fiaria  fnintcd  in  Itulicn.  Tnia 
ey/i/u-r  tv-ii  denit^ncd  by  General  Dayton,  ititd  founded  on  the 
hicroglytihicH  kno'Mii  to  General  ll'ilkinaoyi  and  Colonel  Burr. 

July  2-1  f/;,  1806. 

IT  is  now  well  asrcrlaincd  that  you  are  to  he  dis- 
placed in  next  session.  JetVeison  will  aifcct  to  yield  reluc- 
tantly to  tile  public  sentiment,  but  yield  he  will;  prepare 
yourself  therefoie  for  it  :   yo.i    know  the  rest. 

Von  are  not  a  man  to  despair,  or  even  despond,  especial- 
ly when  such  ])rospects  otVer  in  another  quarter.  Are  you 
ready  ?  Are  your  numerous  associates  ready  ?  Wealth  and 
jjjlory,  Louisiana  and  Mexico.  /  nhall  have  time  to  receive 
II  letter  from  you  btfore  I  set  out  for  Ohio OHIO.  .Ad- 
dress one  to  me  here,  and  another  to  mr  in  Cincinnati.  Jiecrive 
and  treat  mu  i\c[)\\c\\  affcctionateli/.  u.s-  vjii  r.'nuld  receive  youf- 
friend,          '                                       '   DAV'iOX. 


July  \6Ch,  1807. 
>IV  DEAR   FRIEND, 

AS  you  are  said  to  have  removed  your  head  quar- 
ters down  the  river,  and  there  is  a  report  that  the  Spaniards 
intercept  our  mails  wiiich  pass  neccssaiily  throu.y;h  the  ter- 
ritory occupied  by  them,  in  order  to  reach  you,  I  think  pro- 
per to  address  you  in  cypher,  that  the  contents  may  be  con- 
cealed from  the  Dons,  if  they  make  so  free  as  to  open  the  let- 
ter. Take  the  followimi;  for  the  ketch  word  or  check  word 
(and  you  muy  very    rcailily  de(  ;•  pher  the   fii;;ures.)      \'iz.  in 

your  own  hieroglyphic  [•]  ;  but  in  your  own  alphabet  tluis 

[Hieroglyphics,] 

v-^-o  :^A 

l-.very  thing  and  even  Heaven  itself,  appears  to  have  con- 
si)ired  to  ])repare  tiie  train  for  a  grand  explosion  ; — are  _\  on 
aUo  ready  ?  For  1  know  you  llinch  not  when  a  great  ob- 
ject is  in  view.  Vour  present  is  more  favorable  than  vour 
late  position,  and  as  you  can  retain  it  without  suspicion  or 
ahum,  you  ought  by  no  means  to  retire  from  it  until  your 
friends  join  you  in  December,  somewiiere  on  the  river  Missis- 
sippi. Under  the  auspices  of  Burr  and  Wiiliinson  I  shall  l)c 
iiappy  to  engage,  and  when  the  time  arrives  you  will  find 
me  near  you. 

Write,  and  inform  me  by  first  mail,  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  you  and  your  associates.  In  an  enterprize'of 
such  moment,  considerations  even   stronger  than  those  vf 
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affection,  impel  me  to  desire  your  cordial  co-operation  and 
active  support. 

DAYTON. 
"Wealth  and  honor.     1 
Adieu.  >  Wilkinson  and  Burr. 

Courage  and  union.    J 

Let  me  hear   from   you  by  mail,   as  well  as  by   the  first 
good  private   conveyance,   and   believe   me,   with   the  best 
wishes  ior  your  prosperity  and  happiness,  most  truly, 
Your  friend  and  servant, 

JONA.   DAYTON. 
If  you  write  in  cypher)       [Hieroglyphics.] 
use  the  same  word,  viz.   3       V  '^  —  O  "  -'^A 
f  r    a     n     c  e 


(No.  21 J 

Philadelphia,  6th  January,  1806. 

AT  the  President's  table,  on  my  way  hither,  in 
November,  some  one  asked  me  the  condition  of  the  new 
road  from  the  Bayou  Prirre  to  Nashiville.  I  replied  as  was 
the  truth,  that  I  had  seen  no  trace  of  a  road  till  after  passing 
the  Chickasaw  village  ;  that  from  the  military  station  near 
the  Tennessee,  to  Nashville,  a  road  had  been  opened,  but 
was  overgrown  with  bushes  and  little  used,  and  that  the  road 
laid  down  on  Bradley's  map  existed  nowhere  else;  all 
which  I  pi'csumed  was  well  known. 

One,  professing  to  be  your  friend,  whispered  to  me,  soon 
afterwards,  that  this  conversation  was  calculated  to  do  you 
injury,  in  what  way  he  did  rtet  explain,  nor  did  I  inquire; 
but  on  the  following  day,  I  went  to  the  President  and  to 
Dearborn,  and  learnt  from  them  both,  separately,  that  there 
was  nothing  new  in  the  information,  and  I  could  not  per- 
ceive that  any  inference  unfriendly  to  you  was  drawn  from 
the  fact,  however  obtained.  If  you  have  ever  made  any  re- 
port on  the  subject  or  are  otherwise  implicated,  I  was,  and 
still  am,  ignorant,  and  I  should  not  have  thought  the  circum- 
stance worthy  of  notice,  if  it  were  not  for  the  apprehension 
that  some  malevolent  rascal  might  make  bad  use  of  it. 
Such  an  one  I  know. 

Your  letter  of  November,  which  came  I  believe  through 
J.  Smith,  has  been  rect  ved  and  crsnuerecl.  Your  friend  sus- 
pects, without  reason,  the  person  named  in  his  letter  to  you. 
I  love  the  society  of  tl  at  person,  but  surely  I  could  never 
be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  confiding  to  one  of  his  levity,  any 
thing  which  1  vv'ished  not  to  be  repeated.  Pray  do  not  dis- 
turb yourself  with  such  nonsense.     You  will  know  long  be- 
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fore  Uiis  can  reach  you,  that  we  arc  to  luive  no  Spanish  wai* 
cxc(;i)t  in  ink  ami  words.  It  is  uiulouljlcdly  l)est  so,  for  we 
arc  in  poor  condition  to  go  to  war  even  witli  Spain.  We 
niigl)t,  to  be  sure,  do  them  a  tenil)orary  miscliief;  hut 
what  our  position  wouhl  be  if  peace  were  suddenly  conchi- 
ded  in  Europe,  you  can  well  conceive.  Besides  wliat 
niitjlit  he  appreliended  from  !•" ranee,  CIreat  IJritain  is  just 
now  niakinv^-  akirming  and  systematic  encroachments  on  our 
commerce. 

'J'ell  Browne  that  I  shall  write  him  from  Washini^ton, 
where  I  shall  he  in  a  few  days.  You  shall  then  also  liear 
further  from   yours, 

A.   HUKR. 
True  coi)y, 

N.    riXKNKY,   Ca/uair.. 


(No.  22.J 

rill".  cNc;  utio-.i  of  our  project  is  postponed  till  Decem- 
ber; N\ant  of  water  in  Ohio  rendered  movement  that  way 
impracticable.  (Jther  reasons  rendered  delay  ex|)edient. 
The  association  Is  enlarged  and  comprises  all  that  Wilkin- 
son could  wish.     Confidence  limited  to  a  few. 

Though    this  delay  is  irksome,  it  will  enable  us  to  move 
with  more  certainty  and  dignity. 

Biiir  will  t)e  throughout  the  United  States  this  summer. 
Administration  is  damned,  which  Randolph  aids.  Burr 
wrote  you  a  long  letter  last  December,  replying  to  a  short 
one  deemed  very  silly.  Aot/tintf  has  been  heard  from  briga- 
dier since  October.  Is  *Busion  et  Porter  right? 
Address  Burr  at  Washington.  16  April,  '06. 
Truly  decyphered, 

N.   PINKNEY,  Captain. 


(No.  23.  a.) 
(EXTRACT.) 

War  Department,  March  14//;,  1806. 

SIR, 

TRCM  existing  circumstances,  the  reinforcement 
of  our  posts  on  the  Lower  Mississippi,  is  considered  a  pro- 
per measure.  Y'ou  will  therefore  please  to  have  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  made  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  in 

*  Meaning,  it  is  prcsunrd,  colonel  Gushing  and  major  Porter 

J   W. 

vol.  i'l.  S 
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your  neighborhood,  excepting  one  full  company,  as  early 
as  circumstances  will  permit,  at  all  events  by  the  last  of 
April  next.  They  will  descend  the  rivei'  to  Fort  Adams  ; 
at  which  post  or  in  its  vicinity,  they  will  take  up  their  quar- 
ters until  further  orders. 

The  company  which  will  remain  in  Louisiana  territory, 
you  will  probably  think  proper  to  post  at  the  cantonment 
on  the  Missouri,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  factory. 

You  will  undoubtedly  consider,  a  due  attention  to  the  or- 
ganization and  discipline  of  the  militia  Avithin  your  govern- 
ment as  highly  important  ;  and  you  will  retain  such  arms 
and  artillery,  as  can  v.  ith  propriety,  be  spared  by  the  troops 
on  their  departure. 

I  presume  that  you  have  on  hand,  boats  sufficient  for  the 
troops  to  descend  the  river  ;  and  I  trust  there  will  be  n« 
delay  in  their  movement  ;  they  should  take  with  them,  the 
whole  of  the  tents  in  that  quarter,  with  their  baggage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

<ieneral  James  Jl'ilkinson, 


fNo.  23.  h.) 

War  Department,  3/arcA  18M,  1806. 

SIR, 

BY  late  advices  from  Natchitoches,  it  appears  that 
the  Dons  are  making  movements,  which  render  the  rein- 
forcement of  that  post  necessary,  and  as  early  as  possible. 
You  will  please  therefore  to  direct  colonel  Gushing,  with 
three  companies  and  two  field  pieces  with  ammunition  and 
other  necessary  articles,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Natchi- 
toches, without  making  any  unnecessary  tarry  at  Fort  Adams. 
The  remainder  of  the  troops  in  your  neighborhood,  ex- 
cepting one  full  company  of  artillery,  as  directed  in  my 
letter  of  the  14th  instant  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the 
movement  of  colonel  Gushing,  descend  the  river  for  Fort 
Adams,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Kings- 
bury. 

Golonel   Gushing  should  take  with  him,  as  many  tents 
and  tools  of  all  kinds,  as  can  be  spared,  for  his  command. 
I  am  very  respectfully,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
General  Jamea  IVilkinson. 
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(No.  'Jl.j 

St.   I.oi  is,  May  Gl/i,  180G. 

Sin, 

VOU  arc  t^  cir.haik  to  iiionow,  m.d  vill  sail  early 
the  next  inoiniui;  with  Lorkwood's  aiu!  ^^tionjii's  company 
lor  lort  Adams  and  on  arriving  there,  yon  arc  to  add 
ClampbcH'b  company  to  your  detachment,  and  nuist  jirocced 
williont  a  m  )ment's  unnecessary  dehiy  up  Ked  liver  to 
Natchitoclies,  where  you  are  to  take  tlie  command. 

'J'he  point  of  your  destination  being  deemed  at  present  a 
critical  one,  it  is  dc'siral)le  your  companies  sliould  he  kepi 
complete  to  the  establisliment,  and  foi-  iliis  purpose  you  are 
to  make  such  disposition  of  the  recruits  ordered  from  Ten- 
nessee or  elsewhere,   as  may  he  found  necessary. 

Your  remote  position  from  the  posts  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, renders  it  convenient  and  necessary  that  they  shoidd, 
as  heretofore,  report  tlirectly  to,  and  receive  orders  from, 
heail  (juarters;  l)iit  the  commandants  are  to  report  to  you 
montldy,  and  will  be  lial)le  to  your  ordei-s  as  senior  oflicer  of 
the  district,  whenever  the  public  service  may  reciuire  the  in- 
terposition of  your  authority,  which  siiould  be  made  with 
due  caution,  to  avoid  clashing  with  the  arrangements  which 
nray  issue  from  head  quarters. 

The  posts,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  are  subject  to  your  im- 
mediate command,  and  arc  to  be  governed  accordingly. 
You  are  to  appoint  general  courts  martial  within  the  limits 
of  your  district,  and  are  to  decide  on  all  sentences  which 
may  not  aflect  a  commissioned  officer,  agreeably  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war. 

At  the.  distance  which  separates  us,  it  would  be  vain  and 
presumptuous  to  prescribe  precise  rules  for  your  conduct 
in  command,  where  the  occurrences  of  incidents  and  change 
of  circumstances  may  be  so  unexpected  and  variable  as  to 
bafllc  anticipation  and  to  render  positive  orders  destructive 
to  the  interests  of  tiie  country.  You  are  therefore  to  meet 
the  pulilic  service  with  a  sound  discretion,  and  will  be  held 
responsible  for  events.  The  trust  is  a  high  and  important 
one,  but  it  is  with  singular  pleasure  I  can  observe,  that  my 
long  experience  of  your  judgment  and  capacity,  leaves  no 
doubts  on  my  mind,  that  the  result  will  justify  the  public  confi- 
dence, and  prove  honorable  to  your  name  and  profession. 

I  will  therefore  submit  one  observation  only  to  your  con- 
sideration, it  is  that  you  should  not  fail  to  cmjiloy  the  force 
confided  to  your  command,  wherever  it  may  be  found  most 
necessary,  to  protect  or  defend  the  rights  and  interests  of  our 
country,  within  the  sphere  of  your  authority. 

With  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  fame  and  happiness, 
I  am  Sir,  your  faitliful  friend,  and  ol>edicnt  servant^ 
JA:  WILKINSON. 
Col.  Thomav  H.  Cushinj:,  2d.  Frg,  v^fantry. 
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{No  25.) 

To  Col,  Cushing,  St.  Louis,  May  Bt/iy  1806,  6  o'clock,  A,  ISi. 

SIR, 

INFORMATION  -which  I  received  yesterday  from 
inajor  Porter,  induces  me  to  request  of  you  to  accelerate 
your  descent  of  the  Mississippi  by  every  practicable  means. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  crater,  \vith  your  equipments,  1 
have  little  doubt  you  may  reach  Fort  Adams  on  the  20lh 
instant. 

On  arriving  there,  the  information  you  may  receive 
will  determine  your  course  of  conduct.  Should  the  Spa- 
niards have  resumed  their  position  east  of  the  Sabine,  or 
assumed  a  menacing  aspect  at  Nacagdoches,  you  must  add 
to  your  command  every  man  at  Fort  Adams,  except  a  suf- 
ficient guard  for  the  preservation  of  the  works  and  buildings  ; 
leaving  orders  for  lieutenant  colonel  Kingsbury  to  follow  you 
without  a  moment's  delay,  who  can  very  conveniently  fall 
down  to  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  and  there  wait  the  return 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  your  barges,  Avhieh  may  be  order- 
ed down  the  Red  river,  so  soon  as  you  reach  the  high 
grounds  ;  from  whence  it  may  be  expedient  for  you  to  march 
the  Avhole  of  the  troops,  excepting  the  boats'  crews. 

I  hope  major  Porter  may  have  taken  the  precaution  to 
transmit  to  tiie  executive,  a  copy  of  the  information  which 
he  has  forwarded  me  ;  in  which  case,  you  Avill  not  be  long 
without  decisive  orders  for  your  government  :  in  the  mean 
lime,  as  tvar  is  not  only  o/i/iosite  to  the  genius  and  disfiosi. 
tion  of  our  country,  but  also  to  its  substantial  interests  anil 
bajifiiness,  the  sword  must  not  be  drawn  but  in  the  last  ex- 
tremity, to  punish  insult,  to  resist  invasion  or  repel  an  at- 
tack. 

You  are,  therefore,  should  appearances  justify  it,  to  call  to 
your  aid  all  the  troops  which  can  be  safely  spared  from  the 
other  posts,  and  must  omit  no  pains  nor  exertion  in  prepar- 
ing both  officers  and  men  for  offensive  operations  which  arc 
not,  however,  to  be  commenced  but  on  the  explicit  orders  ot 
government,  unless  under  the  circumstances  before  stipu- 
lated. 

The  order  which  you  will  find  in  the  hands  of  major 
Porter,  might  perhaps  justify  you  in  pushing  beyond  the 
Sabine  river,  any  advanced  posts  which  the  enemy  may 
have  established  ;  but,  as  it  appears  from  the  public  prints, 
that  a  pacific  negociation  has  ensued  those  orders,  I  think 
we  should  not  strain  their  construction,  to  favor  the  eJfusio'A. 
of  blood,  and  involve  our  country  in  the  certain  calamities. 
u:\dthe  uncertain  events  of  tvar. 
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lie  yourself  prcptu-cd  for  coiuIkiI  ;  Icum  uiili  :tll  possible 
precision  llic-  pohilioii,  force  aiul  disposition  ol"  your  aiilaKO- 
nist,  and  should  a  conilict  ensue,  havinj;  exhorted  your 
men,  and  sworn  your  olViccrs  in  their  presence,  to  Tall  ov  cun- 
.luer,  make  vour  onset  with  the  hayonei,  anil  your  own  jjlo- 
ry  antl  tlic  liuiior  oiour  arms  will  l)e  insured. 
I  am,  S<c.S<(. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 


uVc».  20.) 

Exiraci  of  a  Ii  tier  Jyjiit  CcncrdL  }l'il/.i/:sf,i.,  lo  ihc  Secretary 
rf  iy,!y,  (liiicil  -St.  J.outa,  J/iril  U//;,    1806. 

SIR, 

1  UIXEIVLD  your  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  on 
the  evening,  of  the  1  Uh  instant,  loo  late  to  reply  to  it  by 
the  return  mail. 

Without  previous  expectation,  notice  or  preparation,  it 
will  require  j^reat  expedition  to  break  up  the  cantonment 
and  to  embark  the  troops,  baggage  and  stores,  destined  to 
Fort  Adams,  in  two  weeks,  the  casualties  of  weather  consi- 
dered ;  yet  nothing  shall  be  left  undone  which  exertion  can 
cfl'ect,  and  you  may  calculate  on  the  detachment  reaching 
its  destination  by  the  first  of  June,  if  not  earlier.  IVIy  gieat- 
cst  obstacle  is  the  pay  of  the  troops,  due  since  tlic  1st  of 
January  ;  and  to  relieve  this  difTiculty,  I  shall  despatch  an 
express  after  the  paymaster,  to  hasten  his  return  or  to  know 
what  may  be  exi)ected  from  him  ;  and  by  the  same  convey- 
ance, 1  transmit  this  letter.  If  arrangements  have  been  made 
lo  pay  the  troops  here,  they  should  be  paid  before  th.tir  de- 
parture, not  only  for  their  accommodation,  but  to  prevent 
further  delay,  to  preserve  the  order  of  the  pay  oflice,  and 
avoid  perplexity  ami  hazard  in  the  transfer  of  the  money 
from  hand  to  hand  :  Yet  neither  this  nor  any  other  consi- 
deration sliall  interfere  with  the  letter  of  your  order. 

I  apprized  you  in  a  former  letter,  that  the  troops  would 
want  tents  for  any  movement,  ihoic  here  being  generally 
Avorn  out  :  A  quantity  should  therefore  be  hastened  down 
the  Ohio,  and  to  forward  this  end,  I  have  written  to  the  mi- 
liary agent  at  Pittsburgh  ;  but  I  fear  \vc  have  none  there, 
and  at  any  rate,  the  intcrpo';jtion  of  your  authority  may  be 
ncccssarv. 
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(No.  27J 

St.  Louis,  J/iri/ 25,  1806. 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  letters  of  the  18th 
and  19th  ultimo,  with  a  duplicate  of  that  of  the  14th,  which 
had  been  previously  answered,  by  an  express  sent  after  the 
pay-master,  and  to  governor  Harrison,  respecting  the  Osage 
prisoners. 

My  orders  under  cover,  will  best  exhibit  the  result  of 
your  commands,  of  the  1 4th  ultimo;  b\it  your  subsequent 
instructions  for  the  immediate  reinforcement  of  the  post 
at  Natchitoches,  will  retard  the  movement  three  or  four 
days  longer;  because  although  I  had  provided  suitable 
craft  to  transport  tlie  troops  down  the  Mississippi  to  Fort 
Adams  without  purchase,  the  same  craft  will  not  serve  for 
the  ascent  of  Kcd  river,  and  therefore  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  purchase  a  couple  of  barges,  in  addition  to  those  we 
have  ;  but  these  boats  may  be  either  sold  to  advantage,  or 
laid  up  in  safety  at  Natchitoches,  for  any  prompt  move- 
ment by  water,  which  events  may  render  necessary. 

Colonel  Crushing  will  take  with  him  two  French  four 
pounders  and  a  five  inch  howitzer,  whicli  with  major  Por- 
ter's little  ti'ain,  will  find  full  employ  for  the  Dons,  should 
they  dare  take  the  field,  of  wliicli  I  have  no  idea  at  present; 
lor  they  must  be  joined  by  the  Gauls  before  they  can  look 
us  in  the  face. 

.  You  have  under  cover  a  copy  of  major  Porter's  letter  to 
me  of  the  4th  ultimo,  which  does  not  give  his  neiglibors  a 
very  belligerent  attitude.  Although  at  peace,  I  conceive 
existing  circumstances  render  those  visits  exceptionable  ; 
I  shall  therefore  order  colonel  Gushing  to  discourage  them, 
and  when  they  are  made,  to  return  the  civility  at  Nacagdo- 
ches  :i  few  days  after,  on  any  feigned  pretext  to  be  sug- 
gested for  the  occasion,  by  an  officer  of  acute  and  correct 
observation.  Major  Porter's  report  of  the  state  of  his  com- 
mand is  flattering,  and  the  aspect  will  not  be  impaired  by 
the  reinforcement  of  colonel  Gushing  and  his  detachment, 
who  ought  to  reach  the  point  of  his  destination  before  the 
20th  of  June. 

The  removal  of  the  troops  has  excited  strong  emotions 
here,  and  many  apprehensions  are  expressed  in  which  I  do 
not  thoroughly  participate  ;  yet  considering  the  Indian  cha- 
racter and  prejudice  in  this  quarter,  it  is  impossible  clear- 
ly to  anticipate  results,  and  it  is  certain  a  body  of  troops 
would  constitute  our  best  security  at  this  remote  point.  At 
present  tranquillity  reigns,  and  I  shall  leave  nothing  undone 
in  jny  power,  to  preserve  it. 


APPENDIX.  2^ 

I  un(lcrst;ind  I  have  been  tliargcd  with  an  iinprupcr  in- 
terference, in  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  ;  this  may 
be  considered  an  appeudiK  to  tlie  vohime  of  calumnies 
heielofore  levelled  at  me,  and  I  usk  only,  what  I  confulcnl- 
ly  expect,  an  audit  Ijclore  condcnination  ;  in  the  mean  lime, 
1  pray  you  to  sul)niit  to  the  President  h>r  his  salishu  lion, 
the  enclosed  declaration  of  thi-  ^entlenu-u  who  have  l)ecn 
inculpated  with  me. 

I  am  with  perfect  lespect,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

JA  :  WILKINSON. 

/•/;<•  I/tr:.  If.  Drnrhorn,  Sec.  of  War. 


I  IK  A  I)   QUAIITERS, 

St.   Louis,  JuIij  11//;,  1805-. 
SIR. 

SHOULD  any  ofln  erof  Spain  approacli  your  post, 
you  arc  not  to  forbid  him  the  hospitality  of  tlie  coimtry, 
i)Ut  you  siiould  be  extremely  cautious  how  you  admit  him 
to  examine  your  works  or  inspect  your  j^arrison  ;  and  you 
are  on  no  pretence  to  admit  an  armed  party  of  foreign 
troops,  to  pass  the  Adays,  as  such  movements  are  repug- 
nant to  the  practices  of  nations  in  strictest  amity,  and 
amount  to  a  violation  of  territory. 

The  late  visit  of  tlie   bishop    from   Mexico,  was  an  out- 
rage on  propriety,   and  should  not  have  been  permitted. 

Respectfully  I  am.  Sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
JA:   WH-KINSON. 
To  Major  M.  Portkr, 

Commanding  J^'atihitoclics. 


fNo.  29.J 

St.  Louis,  March  29/'/i,  1806. 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  despatch  of  the 
6th  ultimo,  those  which  it  preceded  having  come  safe  to 
hand. 

\'icwing  your  situation  to  be  somewhat  critical,  I  think 
proper  to  authorise  you,  should  hostilities  commence  with 
your  neighbors,  to  order  the  company  from  the  Appalousa 
and  the  infantry  fronv  Fort  Adams  to   your  succour,  taking 
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care  to  apprize  colonel  Freeman  of  this  authority  and  of 
your  motives. 

I  shall  write  you  fully  in  a  few  days,  by  water,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  I  am  with  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JA:  WILKINSON. 
Major  M.  Porter. 


(No.  30.; 

St.  Louis,  J/iril  19 t/i,  1806, 
Dear  Major, 

AS  the  secretary  of  war  has  given  you  orders  di- 
rectly, I  deem  it  improper  for  me  to  interfere  with  your 
command,  unless  some  extraordinary  occurrence  should 
render  my  interposition  indispensable  ;  you  must  therefore 
respect  the  orders  you  have  heretofore  received  ;  will  attend 
strictly  to  the  police  and  discipline  of  men  and  officers,  and 
put  the  means  furnished  you  to  the  best  use. 

I  regret  extremely  any  difference  among  your  officers, 
because  it  embitters  the  happiness  of  all,  and  destroys  that 
harmoney  which  constitutes  the  soul  of  service  ;  you  should 
never  take  part  in  the  controversies  of  your  subordinates, 
because,  as  the  common  guardian  of  the  whole,  you  should 
preserve  an  unbiased  mind,  the  better  to  assure  a  clear  and 
unprejudiced  judgment.  Such  a  deportment  in  a  com- 
manding officer,  will  insure  the  respect  and  engage  the  love 
of  all  who  depend  on  him.  /  07w  opfwsed  xUterhj  to  personal 
controversies  and  to  private  combat  ;  but  when|gentlemen  will 
differ  and  hold  out  obstinately,  the  shortest,  I  have  always 
found  the  best  mode  of  adjustment';  and  after  much  expe- 
rience, I  have  determined  never  to  interfere  except  in  very 
extraordinary  cases. 

Notwithstanding  the  aspect  of  things  when  you  wrote 
me  on  the  8th  of  March,  I  think  we  shall  have  no  war ;  no 
augmentation  of  army  or  navy  ;  no  classification  of  militia  ; 
negotiation  is  akvays  cheapest  and  safest^  and  best  suits  the 
genius  and  solid  interests  of  a  republic.  Colonel  Gushing 
will  send  you  the  late  promotions  and  appointments,  and  the 
next  news  you  may  hear  of  him,  will  either  be  his  presence 
with  vou,  or  his  arrival  at  Fort  Adams,  with  400  or  500 
men,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Kingsbury. 

Farewell  dear  major,  keep  a  good  look  out,  and  justify 
whal  I  have  said,  when  I  told  the  President,  you  ivoiild  do 
honor  to  any  service  in  the  nvorld. 

God  bless  you. 

JA:  WILKINSON. 
Major  Porter. 
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War  DEPAHrMKNT,  A'ovtmbcr  20,    1805. 
CotnmaJiding  officer  at  .VaU/iilochcJij 

SIR, 

HV  (liicciion  of  ilic  I'residcnt  of  ihc  United  States, 
you  will,  without  delay,  apply  to  the  Spanish  commandant 
at  Nacof^dochcs,  and  rcciucst  an  assurance  from  him  that 
liicic-  bhali  l)e  no  further  inroads  nor  acts  of  violence  on  their 
]).irl,  committed  on  this  side  of  the  Sabine  livcr.  If  he  re- 
fuses, or  fails  to  obsei\e  his  cngai^cment,  \ou  will  l)e  on  the 
alert  for  the  jjrolection  of  our  citizens  pursuing  their  lawful 
concerns  westward  of  the  Mississijjpi. 

Vou  will  froni  lime  to  lime  send  palroles  through  the 
lounlry  eastward  of  the  Sabine  river,  (which  you  are  to  con- 
sider as  in  our  actual  possession)  and  especially  when  armed 
11  en,  not  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  have  cn- 
icrcil,  or  are  al)out  to  enter  the  same  ;  or  v\  hen  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  ix\)f\  invasion,  lo  pursue  and  arrest  the  invaders,  or  to 
protect  ihe  persons  or  properly  of  our  citizens,  or  those  un- 
der our  prouciion.  You  will,  if  possible,  arrest  all  aggres- 
sors ;  and  avoid  the  spilling  of  blood,  but  wl.en  these  orders 
cannot  be  otherwise  executed. 

Persons  ariesled,  if  Sp:  nish  subjects,  may  be  delivered  lo 
the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches,  if  he  gives  satisfactory  as- 
suia'ue  of  ])unishment ;  or  if  thai  be  found  incompetent,  you 
will  deal  uitli  Ihcm  as  you  shall  be  advised  by  the  governor 
of  the  ten  itory  of  Orleans. 

In  patiolini;  the  country  al)out  Bayou  Pierre,  (which  sct- 
llcmtnt  is  within  our  possessions,  alliiough  not  yet  assumed) 
you  are  not  to  disturb  or  enter  that  stlllemcnt,  unless  an  ag- 
gression renders  it  necessary  lo  take  possession  of  it,  and  lo 
send  the  Spanish  guaid  to  Nacogdoches.  And  if  the  com- 
mandant of  Nacogdoches  shall  engage,  as  proposed  in  the 
first  instance,  to  prevent  aggressions,  then  you  are  not  to 
consider  any  peaceable  iniercourse  between  Nacogdoches 
and  Buyou  Pierre  as  an  aggression  ;  but  if  the  engagement 
is  denied  in  the  first  insii.nce,  \ou  will  prevent  all  ioicr- 
course  between  those  places. 

1  am,  Sec.  Sec.  Sec. 
(Signed)  HENRY  DEARBORN. 

P.  S.  I  will  thank  you  lo  state  as  precisely  as  is  practica- 
ble, thf  distance  by  land  and  by  water,  between  the  scltle- 
mcnt  at  Bayou  Pierre  and  Natchitoches. 

Every  reasonable  measure,  short  of  actual  force,  ought  lo 
be  pursued  on  \our  part,  to  induce  the  <  omm;  iding  ofT.cer- 
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at  Nacogdoches  to  cause  restitution  to  be  made  of  the  pro- 
perty taken  from  the  citizens  or  traders  of  the  United  States 
by  the  soldiers  or  subjects  of  Spain. 

H.  D. 


fXo.  32. J 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  M.  Porter,  to  the  Secretary  of 

War.,  dated  .Yachitoches,   Sth  February,    1806. 
SIR, 

YOUR  letter  of  the  20th  of  November  was  received 
on  the  24th  ultimo,  and  the  requests  therein  mentioned, 
were,  without  loss  of  time,  forwarded  to  the  commundant  of 
Nacogdoches,  from  whom  I  received,  on  the  4th  instant,  an 
answer,  in  which  he  refuses  to  give  the  assurance  required. 

Deeming  this  reply  decisive,  I  immediately  detached  cap- 
tain Turner  with  sixty  men,  to  remove  a  party  of  Spaniards 
that  had  a  few  days  before  passed  and  taken  post  on  this  side 
the  Adies,  and  to  patrole  the  country  between  this  post  and 
the  river  Sabine.  The  former  he  easily  accomplished,  and 
is  now  performing  the  latter. 

The  reports  of  preparations  making  by  our  Spanish  neigh- 
bors for  war,  are  various  ;  but  generally  agree  that  consider- 
able numbers  of  troops  are  progressing  from  the  interior  to 
the  eastward  ;  that  near  three  hundred  of  them  were  a  few 
weeks  since  at  the  great  crossing  of  the  Trinity,  where  there 
were  near  two  hundred  beeves,  live  hundred  horses,  and  a 
considerable  magazine  of  flour. 

That  they  have  ten  guns  now  mounting  at  Nacogdoches, 
where  most  of  them  have  been  lately  received  ;  and  that  im- 
mediately after  lieutenant  Piatt,  the  bearer  of  my  letter  to  the 
commandant  of  Nacogdoches,  left  that  place  on  his  return,  a 
Spanish  officer  was  dispatched  to  Bayou  aux  Pierres,  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  settlement,  the 
allegiance  that  they  owed  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  ;  ordered 
them  to  join  his  standard  whenever  required,  and  informed 
them  that  the  Red  River  would  be  the  boundary  line  between 
the  Spanish  country  and  the  United  States. 

In  contrasting  these  preparations  and  advantages  with  our 
situation,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  am  posted  here  with 
six  guns  badly  mounted;  not  two  hundred  men  fit  for  duty, 
with  only  one  month's  flour  ;  in  a  small  stockade,  which, 
from  its  situation  near  much  higher  grounds,  is  barely  tena- 
ble against  musketry  ;  and  what  is  most  to  be  regretted,  is  the 
growing  disaffection  of  the  French  inhabitants  in  this  quar- 
ter, of  whom  I  am  induced  to  believe  nineteen  out  of  twentv 
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would  prc''cr  to  live  uiulcr  tlic  ij;«)vc  rnnuMit  of  Spain  to  that 
of  the  Liutc  I  States.  Tliis  rcvolulion  in  llic  minds  of  onr 
I'lciK  h  citizens,  I  trust  may  be  imputed  to  the  intrigues  of 
the  .Marquis  (jf(!asa  Calva,  wlio  lately  passed  llnou^h  this 
rountry,  wlicre  he  openly  declarcfl,  tiiat  the  time  was  not  faf 
distant,  wlnii  all  the  couniiy  west  of  Red  Kiver  would  revert 
ti)  Spain. 

It  will  he  my  duty  and  inclination  tf)  ])atrole  and  protect 
our  citizens  between  this  post  and  tiie  Sal)ine,  as  often  as 
may  be  necessary  and  practicable. 

Herewith  enclosed,  arc  several  documents  explanatory  of 
the  subjects  on  which  I  have  addressed  you  ;  and  which  I, 
with  due  deference,   submit  to  your  consideration. 

I  am  this  nidmenl  informed,  that  Captain  Turner  has  safe- 
ly deposited  his  charge  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Sabine,  and 
is  now  on  his  return  to  this  post. 

I  have  the  honor,  kc. 
(Signed)  M.   PORTER, 

Major  Artillcrifita. 

The  hon.  lU-nrij  Dearborn. 


SIR 


(So.  33  J 
Natchitoches,   2 5rh  January ,    1806. 


I  II.W'K  it  in  command  from  my  government,  with- 
out delay  to  request  from  you,  as  commandant  of  Nacog- 
doches, assurances  that  there  shall  be  no  further  inroads  nor 
acts  of  violence  committed  by  the  subjects  of  Spain  on  this 
side  of  the  Sabine  river,  which  is  considered  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States. 

In  obedience  to  these  commands,  I  request  assurances 
from  you,  that  no  further  acts  of  violence  be  committed  by 
your  people  on  our  citizens,  and  that  the  troops  of  Spain  now 
at  any  place  east  of  the  Sabine,  be  immediately  withdrawn, 
and  not  be  again  permitted  to  take  post,  or  patrole  on  the  east 
side  of  that  river.  As  a  refusal  to  comply  with  this  request 
may  sensibly  affect  our  diflfcrent  nations,  I  trust  nothing  on 
your  part  will  be  wanting  to  establish  that  harmony  so  es>en- 
tial  to  the  interests  and  happiness  of  both.  Under  this  im- 
pression,  I  have  the  honor.  Sec. 

(Signed)  M.PORTER,  Major  .Irtillrrisfa, 

Commanding  at  Aalc/titoc/tcs. 
Ca/itain  Don  Sebustiano  Rodriguez. 

P.  S.  A  reply  is  requested  as  early  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 
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fNo.  34..J 

Nacogdoches,  January  j,^!//,    1806. 
SIR, 

BY  the  letter  received  from  you  by  lieutenant  Piatt, 
I  understand  that  the  United  States  intend  to  violate  the  ter- 
ritory of  his  Catholic  majesty,  under  the  pretence  that  his 
troops  should  evacuate  the  points  they  now  occupy  within 
our  own  proper  limits.  No  encroachment  has  been  intended, 
nor  violence  of  any  kind  offered  to  the  citizens  of  the  Repub- 
lic, as  you  say,  but  only  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contra- 
band goods,  or  the  exportation  of  horses. 

The  order  or  intimation  you  have  communicated  to  rre 
from  your  government,  is  so  entirely  opposed  to  the  order  I 
hold  from  mine,  that  you  cannot  consider  ic  extraordinary, 
should  I  not  accede  to  it  at  tlie  expense  of  my  duty.  I  have 
instructed  the  patrole  to  reconnoiire  to  the  Arrayo  Honda  ; 
in  the  mean  linie,  I  have  addressed  my  general,  who  will  or- 
der what  he  deems  necessary.  May  the  Lord  preserve  your 
life  many  years. 

I  kiss  your  hands,  my  dear  sir, 
(Signed)  SEBASTIAN  RODRIGUEZ. 

Majjr  JM.  Porter,  command! nc;  Xatchitoches. 


Natchitoches,   \st  Februarij,   1806. 
SIR, 

YOU  are  immediately  to  ]'!"oceed  with  the  detach- 
ment now  under  your  command,  io  the  neighborhood  of 
Adies  ;  where,  should  you  fall  in  vith  a  stationary  party  of 
armed  Spaniards,  you  willcomm.and  them,  or  any  other  arm- 
ed party  of  forei;;ners  which  you  may  discover,  to  withdraw 
beyond  the  Sabine  river.  In  case  of  their  refusing  to  com- 
ply, you  are  to  treat  them  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  (a.  certified  extrrct  of  which  accompanies 
these  instructions)  as  far  as  relates  to  the  pursuit,  capture 
and  detention  of  invaders  or  aggressors  ;  and  the  avoiding 
the  spilling  of  blood,  but  when  these  orders  cannot  be  other- 
wise executed.  You  are  to  patroie,  if  practicable,  the  coun- 
try between  this  and  the  Sabine  ;  be  on  your  guard  against 

surprise,  and  communicate  to  me  by  express,  from  time  to 
time,  any  occurrence  worthy  of  note, 

(Signed)  M.  PORTER, 

Maj<>r  artUleristsy  commanding. 

Cafitain  Erhvard  D.  Turner.^  2d  rrgiment  infantry. 
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fNo,  2,6 J 

Adiks,   Frhrunry  6,    1806. 
SIR, 

AFTER  a  tedious  march,  we  arrived  in  front  of  the 
Spanish  poht  yesterday  inorninf^,  about  half  past  cIcvcmi 
o'clock  ;  found  tie  Dors  in  some  confusion,  in  r.onsc'iucncc 
of  tluir  palrolc  litwin^  discovered  us  an  hour  before,  (o\v- 
iiij  to  our  pilot  briuj^inii;  us  in  sip;ht  of  the  road.)  I  took 
a  posiiit)n  whicii  would  have  carried  their  camp  if  there 
had  been  ten  limes  tluir  number,  which  was  trjcrjij.  They 
saddled,  moun'ed,  and  forn\cd  ;  at  the  liayou  Ic  Glesc,  their 
p  ilrole  or  picket  haltetl  our  van-jjuard,  and  demanded  the 
rcison  we  were  violating  or  invadin;ij  his  majesty's  terii- 
tory  ?  I  answered,  that  we  did  not  acknowledi^e  it  his 
mujcsty's  tenitory,  and  rctiucsled  him  to  withdraw  with 
liis  }!;uard  inside  bis  ci.mp,  where  I  would  presently  be, 
ar.d  inform  his  officer  of  my  business  ;  he  implicitly  obeyed. 
I'pon  my  arrival  at  my  position,  I  sent  Mr.  Duforest  to  tell 
the  officer  I  wished  a  conference.  Mr.  Duforest  was  inform- 
e'l,  in  conscf,»ience  of  some  information  the  corporal  of  the 
advanced  f;uard  had  given,  the  officer  had  gone  down  the 
road  to  meet  mc.  I  waited  some  time  his  return,  but  not 
seeing  liim,  I  suspected  he  had  purposely  put  himself  out  of 
tlie  way  to  gain  time  ;  I  therefore,  after  sending  another 
message  to  the  camp,  formed  my  men,  and  nrarched  thn^ugh 
a  thicket  within  forty  yards,  where  I  halted,  and  told  the  nou- 
rommissioncd  officer  commanding,  that  I  should  wait  fifteen 
minutes  for  his  officer,  provided  he  made  no  movements  in 
tlie  interim.  The  off'icer  soon  after  appeared,  when  I  'ji-'i- 
vered  him  my  commands.  He  readily  agreed  to  abanflon  his 
jiosition,  but  said  he  could  go  no  further  than  a  creek  San  Josr. 
After  a  good  deal  of  altercation,  he  consented  to  move  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Sabine,  and  1  gave  him  three  hours  to  pre- 
pare to  march  ;  he  bc'j:gcd  I  would  not  insist  upon  his  cross- 
ing the  Sabine  wiihin  five  days  ;  alleging,  that  in  the  misera- 
ble condition  of  his  liorses,  it  would  be  impossible  without 
losing  them,  and  requested  he  might  be  allowed  to  look  up 
some  that  were  missing.  I  replied,  that  after  reaciiing  the 
other  side  of  the  Sabine,  he  might  send  in  two  or  three  of  his 
men  without  arms  to  hunt  them,  and  that  he  must  get  them 
as  soon  as  possible.  He  replied  he  would,  but  it  would  ne- 
cessarily take  him  four  or  five  davs. 

This  morning  I  commenced  my  march  fur  la  .Van^  and 
tell  in  with  him  in  three  miles.  I  signilied  my  suriM'isc  at 
his  being  no  further,  and  he  made  the  old  excuse  of  the  im- 
possibility of  his  horses  to  travel  faster  ;  and  observed  he  had 
been  detained  in  tr\ing  to  find  some  of  his  horses,  two  of 
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Avhicli  he  had  got,  and  four  were  yet  missing.  Not  thinking 
it  proper  to  rely  exactly  upon  his  word,  after  again  fulling  in 
with  him,  I  made  him  subscribe  to  the  enclosed  terms, 
(which  I  hope  may  meet  your  approbation)  and  shall  follow 
his  footsteps  till  my  provisions  are  out. 

Respectfully  your^, 
(Signed)  E.  D.  TURNER. 

Major  j\Toses  Porter, 


fXo.  36.  a.  J 
Jt  the  Jdie.s,   February  6t/i,    1806. 
I,  JOSEPH  MARIA  GONZALES,    ensign  com- 
mandant of  his  most  Catholic  majesty's  troops  on  this  side 
of  the  river  Sabinas, 

Hereby  have  agreed  with  captain  Edward  Turner,  cap- 
tain in  the  United  States  army,  to  return  all  said  troops  of  his 
Catholic  majesty  to  the  other  side  of  the  said  river  Sabi?ias., 
as  soon  as  my  horses  will  permit  it  ;  or  in  five  days,  or  at 
furthest  six  ;  and  to  take  my  march  this  day.  And  I  also 
oblige  myself  not  to  send  any  patroles  on  this  side  of  the  ri- 
ver Sabinas. 

(Signed)     Ensign  JOSEPH  ^L\RL\  GONZALES. 
Witness, 
(Signed)  John  V.  Duforest 


(Xo.  37.y' 

B.EZAR,   March  7,    1806. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

FROM  the  mutual  good  correspondence 
which  happily  subsists  between  his  Catholic  majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  which  I  am  bound  to  preserve, 
(according  to  the  orders  which  I  hold  from  the  captain  gene- 
ral on  whom  I  depend)  I  infer  that  resistance  might  have 
been  made  to  your  removal  of  the  small  advanced  parties  of 
the  troop  of  Nacogdoches,  stationed  at  places  near  the  post 
under  your  command,  and  the  circumstance  of  the  troops 
imder  your  jurisdiction  having  entered  our  territories,  (which 
they  have  already  evacuated)  being  foreign  to  the  will  and 
understanding  of  our  govemments,  my  orders  being  positive 
not  to  vary  in  any  manner  my  conduct  concerning  limits,  un- 
til they  should  be  marked  out  on  the  part  of  both  powers  ; 
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ii  becomes  my  duly  to  fjivc  you  notice,  that  I  have  ordered 
tlic  cummanduiU  of  Nacogdoches  to  scud  back  his  troops  to 
tlie  places  wliich  tlicy  formerly  occupied;  and  tliat  l\e  should 
take  care  not  to  chanj^e  llie  syhicm  ofliarmony  so  much  re- 
commended l)y  tlie  aiuhority  to  wliicli  1  am  subjected,  coji- 
cerninji;  the  citizens  of  tl»e  United  States.  I  hope  at  tlie 
same  time,  that  you  may  (.'/ivc  orders  tiiat  similar  con(hirt 
be  observed  on  your  j)art,  and  that  your  troops  may  not 
encnjach  on  this  side  of  ti>e  rivulet  Ondo,  known  to  make 
part  of  this  province.  Siiould  your  conduct  disappoint  my 
expectations,  and  hostilities  ensue  between  our  troops,  you 
will  be  held  resi)onsiblc  to  )our  governmenl  for  tiic  conse- 
<iu'jnces. 

In  enterinj;^  upon  tl.csc  details,  I  c()nii)ly  willi  the  orders 
of  the  captain  i^eneral,  on  whom  I  depend.  With  this  mo- 
tive, 1  have  the  particular  honor  of  oiVeriug  to  you  my  con- 
sideration and  respect,  and  to  ask  of  tiod,  that  he  may  pre- 
serve your  life  many  years. 

(Signed)  ANTONIO  CORDERO. 

Major  Porter.,  coininariding  jValc/iitochcs. 


fXo.  38.>l 

Natchitoches,   20//;  March,    1806. 
SIR, 

I  II.WIC  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  undercover, 
a  letter  from  the  i^overnor  of  the  Spanish  province  of  Texas, 
witli  a  copy  of  mine  in  reply;  likewise,  a  copy  of  my  letter 
of  this  day  to  i^encral  Wilkinson  :  all  of  winch  I  submit  to 
your  consideration. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  Sec. 
(Signed)  M.  PORTER, 

Major  ^IrUlUrims,  commanding. 

The  hon.  Henry  Dearborn. 


fXo.  39.^ 

Natchi  rocHES,    lAth  March,    1806. 
SIR, 

I  AM  this  day  honored  with  the  reception  of  your  ex- 
cellency's letter  of  the  7lh  of  March  last,  handed  by  lieuten- 
ant Ciuadiana. 

Not  beini;  authorised  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  sub- 
jects on  which  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  address  me  in 
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this  letter,  I  shall,  without  delay,  transmit  it  to  the  cora=' 
mander  in  chief,  general  Wilkinson,  for  the  information  of 
my  government. 

Wishing  you  a  long  and  happy  life,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  Sec. 

(Signed)      MOSES  PORTER,  Major  Artillerists, 

Commanding  JVatc/iiCocMes. 
His  excellency,  Govcrn-jr  Don  Antonio  Carder  o. 


War  Department,  JSIirch  I9t/i,   1805. 
Major  Moses  Porter, 

SIR, 

YOUR  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived. The  measures  taken  for  rcnjoving  the  Spanish  par- 
ty from  the  Adias  were  correct.  I  know  you  will  be  on  the 
alert,  and  will  not  suiTer  any  improper  encroachments  with 
impunity. 

Although  there  exists  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  commit  any  hoitiliiiei  on  any  of  the  Spanish 
posts  or  troops,  we  cannot  admit  them  to  establish  any  post 
to  the  eastward  of  the  river  Sabine.  And  should  any  oppor- 
tunity present  itself,  you  may  assure  the  Spanish  officer  that 
we  have  no  intention  of  commencing  war  on  Spain,  or  on  any 
of  its  subjects  ;  but  that  while  negocialions  are  pending,  we 
shall  not  permit  their  taking  new  pobilions  on  this  side  of 
that  river  :  and  that  our  reinforcements  are  not  intended  for 
any  other  service  but  that  of  securing  the  territory  actually 
surrendered  to  us,  which  we  consider  as  extending  to  the  Sa- 
bine, excepting  the  small  post  of  Bayou  Pierre,  which  ought 
to  have  been  given  up  with  Natchitoches  ;  but  no  additional 
ferce  ought  to  be  allowed  to  cross  that  livcr. 

You  may  assure  the  inhabitants,  that,  notwithstanding  any 
thing  the  Marquis  Cassa  Calvo,  or  any  other  person  may  say 
to  the  contrary,  tl^  United  States  will  never  abandon,  by 
treaty  or  otherwise,  one  inch  of  the  territory  they  possess. 

It  is  probable  that  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  will  soon  be 
amicably  adjusted  by  negociation.  But  should  the  officers  of 
Spain  attempt,  by  force,  to  decide  the  question  of  boundaries, 
they  may  rest  assured  that  they  have  much  to  fear,  but  no- 
thing to  hope  from  such  an  attempt.  For,  if  by  any  strata- 
gem they  should  gain  any  temporary  advantage,  the  force  of 
the  United  States  will  not  fail  of  seing  effectually  exerted  for 
doing  ourselves  ample  justice.     I  am,  S^c.  Sec.  Sec. 

(Signed)  HENRY  DEARBORN. 
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Natihi  lOCMKS,   20  th  Januarij^    1806. 
bIR, 

IN  uddrcssiiiL;;  yf)ii  on  tlic  conci.iiis  of  my  coniiuaiul, 
I  submit  to  yovir  j)criisal  tlic  loUowin^  itiloiination  ol  tlic  hitc 
conduct  of  our  Spanish  nii^hbours,  by  persons  direct  from 
Nacogdoclus.  I  am  informed  tlial  u  consiilcrabic  ma^^azine 
of  flour  has  been  lately  established  at  the  great  crossinj^  of 
Trinity  river,  and  that  troops  to  the  amount  of  several  hun- 
dreds were  on  their  niarcli  from  the  westward  to  the  first 
mcnlioncd  place. 

The  Mar([uis  of  Cassa  Calvo  lately  arrived  here  from  the 
westward,  and  after  two  days  rest,  ttjuk  iiis  departure  for 
IJalon  Rou^e  ;  where  he  has  since  been  followed  by  captain 
Ross,  with  leUers  prohil)ilintj  his  return  to  New  Orleans. 

The  Mar(|uis,  whilst  here,  was  visited  by  myself  and  ofli- 
ccrs,  but  not  permitted  to  approach  the  fort  or  cantonment. 

Soon  after  he  left  us,  a  Spanish  ensign  with  about  twenty 
men  crossed  and  look  jiost  on  this  side  of  tiie  Adies,  wlierc  I 
consider  myself  jusliliable  in  sutlerint;  tl-.em  to  remain  till  I 
hear  from  the  commandani  of  Nacogdoches,  in  reply  to  cer- 
tain requests  lately  made  to  him  by  order  of  the  secretary  of 
war. 

^\'ith  views  of  obtaining  an  answer  as  soon  as  possible,  my 
letter  to  the  commandant  was  forwarded  by  lieutenant  Riatt, 
who  will  return  liy  the  second  of  February  at  furthest,  when 
I  shall  act  as  circumstances  may  recjuire. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  PORTER,  Major  ylrtillcrists. 
Jfis  excclloicy,    Gen.  James  ll'ilkiuaon. 


fXo.  42  J 
Natchitoches,  At h  March ^    1806. 
SIR, 

SINCE  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the 
eighth  ultimo,  the  Spanish  soldiers  then  stationed  at  Bayou 
au  Pierre  have  been  withdrawn  beyond  the  Sabine,  and  the 
commandant  of  Nacogdoches  has  visited  this  village. 

As  untimely  as  this  visit  of  the  commandant  appeared, 
•when  I  was  informed  that  it  was  made  for  tlic  pvirpose  of 
conversing  with  me  on  business  which  ecpially  concerned  us 
both,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  admit  him. 

On  calling  on  him  soon  after  at  his  c|uarters,  he  observed  that 
my  letter  to  him  on  the  subject  of  aggression  was  so  laconic; 
vol.  ii.  5 
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and  the  expulsion  of  his  troops  from  the  territory  east  of  the 
Sabine  so  unexpected,  that  he  was  at  a  loss  in  what  point  of 
light  to  view  either,  and  had  visited  me  for  an  explanation. 
He  expressed  some  surprise  that  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  to  the  territory  in  question,  were  not  earlier  made 
known ;  and  affected  to  be  mortified  that  his  troops  were 
driven  from  it,  by  a  force  so  superior  in  point  of  number,  that 
it  would  have  been  folly  to  oppose  them.  He  appeared  de- 
sirous of  having  my  opinion  on  the  above  mentioned  transac- 
tions, whether  they  could  be  considered  in  any  other  point  of 
view  than  a  declaration  of  war  ;  and  if  a  prohibition  of  trade 
between  this  district  and  the  Spanish  interior,  would  not  take 
place  immediately. 

To  these  and  other  questions  and  obser%-alions  equally  im- 
proper, I  returned  evasive  answers,  and  left  him  as  soon  as 
decency  would  permit. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  pretended  object  of  this  visit, 
I  am  induced  to  believe  it  was  made  from  sinister  motives, 
an:l  viewed  the  commandant  accordingly,  till  his  departure, 
when  I  sent  a  person  to  observe  his  motions  to  the  Sabine. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  obtain  any  certain  accounts  of  the 
force  or  movements  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  adjacent  pro- 
vince. Reports  on  this  subject  are  various.  They,  hov.e- 
ver,  generally  agree,  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition lately  reached  Nacogdoches,  where  the  governor  of  St. 
Antoine,  with  several  hundred  troops,  is  soon  expected  ;  and 
that  an  attempt  to  recover  and  establish  a  post  on  the  old  boun- 
dary line  will  be  made  as  soon  as  their  cavalry  are  recgntcd. 

Should  these  reports  prove  true,  which  I  doubt,  and  the 
Spaniards  again  appear  in  our  vicinity,  I  trust  every  thing 
will  be  attempted  to  remove  them,  which  my  force  and  situ- 
ation will  permit. 

Horses  are  only  wanting  to  equip  four  pieces  of  my  artille- 
ry for  field  service  ;  two  others  are  nearly  ready.  My  com- 
rnand  is  generally  healthy,  well  clad  and  armed,  and  amply 
supplied  with  ammunition. 

At  present,  provisions  are  wanting.  Upwards  of  twenty- 
seven  thousand  rations  of  the  beef  put  up  for  this  post  has 
sr)oiled  for  want  of  proper  attention,  and  has  been  lately  con- 
demned. We  have  now  barely  six  v.-ceks'  Hour  and  meat  on 
hand,  and  little  prospect  of  receiving  more  before  this  is 
exhausted. 

In  this  case,  I  consider  myself  justifiable  in  purchasing, 
and  shall  make  the  attempt  immediately. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  PORTER,  Major  Artillerists,  commanding. 
Ifis  excellency f  General  Wilkinson. 
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St.  Louis,  .J/irii  30,    1806 

DLAR  SIH, 

1  IIA\'K  just  received  your  favors  of  llie  '29lh 
January,  and  -tlh  ulliniu  ;  llie  last  liavinj^  taken  the  road  from 
the  lirsl  :   such  is  the  rei;ularily  of  our  post  oftices. 

The  de[)ariurc  of  the  Marcjuis  dc  Casa  Calvo,  is  a  strong 
indication  that  the  Dons  don't  mean  to  fight.  Your  civilities 
to  him  were  strictly  pr«)|)cr  ;  your  caution,  at  tlie  same  time, 
strictly  correct.  A  soldier  should  never  fail  in  kindness  to  a 
soldier,  even  when  duly  ()l)Ii;;cs  him  to  cut  his  throat  tl.c  next 
Tuinvitc  ;  for  we  are  all  the  in'oirumenis  of  jiower,  and  no  li- 
beral mind  w  ill  ever  carry  personal  animosity  to  the  field  ot" 
battle. 

Your  letter  of  the  -llh  ultimo  dissipated  a  thousand  Hying 
reports  w  hicli  had  reached  this  jjlace  by  various  diicciions. 
You  had  been  engaged  with  live  hundred  Spanish  horse,  and 
h.;il  been  cut;  John'^ton  and  his  wiiolc  company  being  put  to 
the  sword.  I'or  my  part,  I  knew  the  thing  was  not  so,  be- 
cause I  understand  your  neighbours  too  well  ;  they  won't 
fight  until  the  Gauls  prick  them  into  action,  and  then  we 
must  look  out  for  rubbeis.  Yet,  I  have  received  orders  by 
the  last  mail,  to  send  colonel  Cusliing  directly  to  you  with 
tiirce  complete  companies,  Lackwood's,  Strong's,  and  Camp- 
bell's ;  and  he  will  leave  this  place  in  barges,  on  the  fifth 
day  after  the  present.  He  will  carry  you  two  four  pounders, 
and  1  hope,  a  five  inch  howitz.  You  must  look  out  and  pre- 
pare ground  for  the  encampment  of  this  reinforcement. 

I  beg  my  ies])ects  to  the  gentlemen  of  your  command, 
and  am,  with  respect  an.l  esteem, 

Dear  major,  your's,  Sxc. 

JA:   WILKINSON. 

N.  B.  Lieutenant  Pike  has  made,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  summer  and  w  inter,  an  interesting  tour  to  the  source  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  waters  of  the  lake  Unipique.  He 
reached  Prairie  des  Chiens  the  22d  inst.  on  his  return  ;  and 
I  daily  expect  his  arrival  here  with  captain  Manii,  who  had 
been  sent  on  business  to  that  place. 

Major  Porter.  Artillery. 
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{No.  44.) 

War  Department,  May  6th,  1806. 
SIR, 

FROM  recent  information  received  from  New  Or- 
leans and  its  vicinity,  the  hostile  views  of  the  officers  of  his 
Catholic  majesty  in  that  quarter  have  become  so  evident,  as 
to  require  the  strictest  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  immediate  exertion  of  the  means  we  pos- 
sess for  securing  the  rightful  possession  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  protecting  the  citizens  and  their 
property  from  the  hostile  encroachments  of  our  neighbours, 
the  Spaniards. 

You  will,  therefore,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  re- 
pair to  the  territory  of  Orleans,  or  its  vicinity,  and  take  upon 
yourself  the  command  of  the  troops  in  that  quarter,  together 
with  such  militia  or  volunteers  as  may  turn  out  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country- ;  and  you  will,  by  all  the  means  in  your 
power,  repel  any  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  I'nited  States 
east  of  the  river  Sabine,  or  north,  or  west  of  the  bounds  of 
what  has  been  called  West  Florida. 

And  in  case  of  actual  hostilities  being  commenced  by  the 
subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  above  described  terri- 
tory, or  of  any  actual  attempt  to  invade  any  part  of  said  terri- 
tory, you  will  repel  force  by  force,  to  the  utmost  of  your  abi- 
lities; and  take  possession  of  such  posts  or  places  as  may,  in 
your  opinion,  most  effectually  counteract  the  hostile  acts  or 
obvious  intention  of  the  invaders. 

Directions  have  been  forwarded  to  governors  Claiborne 
and  Williams,  for  turning  out  such  proportion  of  the  militia 
of  their  respective  governments  as  may  be  found  necessary 
for  the  proteciion  of  the  country. 

Should  you  receive  any  certain  information  of  the  move- 
ment of  any  considerable  force,  either  from  Mexico  or  the 
Havanna,  as  reinforcements  to  the  force  now  on  the  frontiers 
of  Orleans,  you  will  give  the  earliest  notice  of  it  to  this  de- 
partment, that  measures  may  be  taken  for  giving  you  the  ne- 
cessary reinforcements. 

Any  warlike  stores  deposited  at  fort  Adams,  or  in  any 
part  of  the  Orleans  territory,  will  be  at  your  disposal,  for  the 
use  of  the  troops,  when  found  necessary. 

You  will,  from  time  to  time,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  keep 
the  government  as  particularly  informed  as  may  be,  of  all  in- 
teresting occurrences. 

It  will  be  advisable  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  for 
giving  to  the  governors  of  Florida  and  Texas,  a  clear  view  of 
the  principles  this  government  is  acting  upon  in  relation 
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to  that  country,  viz  :  that  while  ncijociatlons  arc  pciulin)!;,  as 
at  |)rcscnt,  between  the  yoveiiiment  ol  the  United  Slates  and 
Spain,  the  military  posts  on  neither  part  ou^^ht  lo  be  advimc- 
c(l  ;  that  whatever  ()i)inif)ns  may  be  entertaineil  in  relali(jn  to 
liie  buumlaries  ol  Louisiana,  no  measures  ol'  a  military  na- 
ture ouj^ht  lo  ije  pursued  on  either  part,  with  u  view  lo  the  ul- 
timate bountlaries  ;  that  it  may  be  relied  on,  thai  no  arts  of 
hostility  on  the  part  ol"  the  United  States  will  be  attempted 
against  his  Catholic  majesty's  subjects,  unless  an  attempt 
should  be  made  l)y  said  subjects  to  change  the  existing  slate 
of  things,  by  taking  possession  of  any  place  nolatlually  occu- 
l)ied  t)y  Spanish  iroops,  subsecpient  lo  the  suirender  of  the 
country  lo  the  United  States;  and  that  the  actual  (juiet  pos- 
session of  the  country  by  the  United  Slates,  east  of  the  river 
Sal)ine  (wiih  the  trilling  exception  of  the  small  place  called 
IJayou  Pierre)  ought,  and  will  be  considered  as  fully  within 
the  limits  of  the  country  surrendered  to  us,  on  taking  pos- 
session of  Natcliitoches  ;  and  therefore,  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  his  Catholic  majesty's  ofiicers  to  disturb  the  exisling 
state  of  things,  by  endeavoring  to  occujjy  any  new  post  east 
of  the  Sabine,  or  westward  or  northward  of  the  former  boun- 
daries of  what  has  been  called  West  Florida,  must  be  consi- 
dered by  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  as  an  actual 
invasion  of  our  territorial  rights,  and  will  be  resisted  as  such. 

It  is  highly  i)rob..ble  that,  within  a  very  short  lime,  we 
shall  receive  accovuiis  of  a  satisfactory  adjublmei.t  of  all  dis- 
putes between  us  and  Sjjain  ;  hostilities  ought  therefore  to 
be  avoided  by  all  reasonable  means  within  our  power;  but  an 
actual  invasion  of  our  territory  cannot  be  submilted  to. 

i'o  relieve  you  from  some  share  of  responsiljility,  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that,  previous  to 
any  actual  exertion  of  military  force  on  our  part,  you  should 
consult  governor  CIaiI)ornc,  and  if  convenient,  governor 
Williams,  on  the  subject  merely  of  the  necessity  of  resorting 
to  hostilities. 

You  will  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  all  military  ope- 
rations;  and  you  will,  at  all  times,  recollect  that  every  pru- 
dent measure  in  your  power  is  constantly  to  be  pursued,  to 
prevent  hostilities  on  either  part  :  but,  if  actually  c(jmmenc- 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  Sjjaniards,  within  the  before  described 
limits,  you  will  act  with  vigor  and  promptitude  in  repelling 
them. 

Whctlier  any  of  the  militia,  and  if  any,  what  numbers  shall 
be  called  out,  should  be  agreed  on  between  yourself  and  the 
governors  of  the  respective  territories  of  Orleans  and  Mis- 
sissippi. Such  a  measure  should  not  be  resorted  to,  unless 
imperious  circumstances  demand  it. 
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I  am  now  pursuing  measures  for  forming  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  commence  certain  fortifications  at  several 
places,  including  New  Orleans. 

Nine  gun  boats  are  directed  for  New  Orleans  and  its  im- 
mediate vicinity;  several  of  which  will  probably  arrive  there 
before  you  reach  fort  Adams.  About  two  hundred  recruits, 
by  the  Ohio  and  by  sea,  are  on  their  way  for  filling  the  com- 
panies in  that  quarter,  and  others  will  follow  soon. 

You  will  consider  this  letter  as  specially  authorised  by  the 
Px-esident  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
General  James  Wilkinson. 


{No.  45. 

St.  Louis,  March  29/A,  1806. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  despatch  of  the  6th  ulti- 
mo ;  those  which  preceded  it  having  come  safe  to  hand. 

Viewing  your  situation  to  be  somewhat  critical,  1  think  pro- 
per to  authorise  you,  should  hostilities  commence  with  your 
neighbours,  to  order  the  company  from  the  Appalousa,  and 
the  infantry  from  fort  Adams  to  your  succor  ;  taking  care  to 
apprise  colonel  Freeman  of  this  authority,  and  of  your  mo- 
tives. 

I  shall  write  you  fully  in  a  few  days  by  water,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your's,  £ic. 
JA:    WILKINSON. 
Major  M.  Porter. 


{No.  46.) 

Natchitoches,  7th  June,  1806. 
SIR, 

YOUR  letters  of  the  17th  of  January  and  l'3th  March 
are  duly  received. 

In  my  letter  subsequent  to  the  8th  February,  I  expressed 
my  apprehensions  of  the  designs  of  the  Spaniards  to  rccross 
the  Sabine,  and  take  a  position  on  the  Arroya  Hundo,  in  my 
vicinity. 

These  apprehensions  were  strengthened  by  governor 
Cordero's  letter,    which  accompanied  mine   of  the    20th 
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Martli  ;  but  •when  it  was  expected  that  these  dcsipns  wouhl 
be  immcdiutely  carried  into  cfiVct,  it  was  rcporlccl  tliat  llic 
troo[)s  collected  lor  this  purpose  were  wiilidrawn  to  their 
fornu-r  station,  and  tlic  design  laid  aside. 

'j'lic  curliest  intellii;cncc  of  these  reports  was  commnni- 
cated  to  the  conim:inder  in  chief,  and  colonel  Irceniim. 
\\  hy  the  Spaniards  did  not  make  the  threatened  aticnipl,  it 
is  impossil)lc  to  ascertain. 

Repoits  impute  it  to  the  interference  of  the  commandant 
of  tl^c  Spanish  intei  ior  provinces,  who  disapproved  of  the. 
conduct  of  the  late  ccmmi-ndant  of  Nacogdoches,  a  princi- 
pal actor  in  the  business. 

The  an  est  and  removal  of  this  officer  appear  to  corrobo- 
rate t'lcse  reports.  Not  an  armed  Spaniard  has  been  heard 
of  fin  this  side  of  the  Sabine,  since  removed  beyond  th.t  ri- 
ve-, til!  yesterday,  when  I  was  informed  by  a  credible  Amc- 
ri'  i;  .  (lirccily  Trom  Nacop^doches,  that  tlie  day  before  he  left 
tlint  place,  an  ofTiccr  and  fifty  men  marched  to  reconnoitre,  if 
not  oppose  our  cxploi  inp;  party  on  Red  river, 

Df  ctor  Sibley,  who  set  out  early  this  mnrninp:  on  a  visit  to 
this  i^i.rty,  will  endeavor  to  let  me  know  the  designs  and  situ- 
atioti  of  tlie  Spaniards,  if  they  have  made  their  appearance  ; 
wlien  I  shall  be  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  may  reciuirc. 

The  explorers  reached  this  post  on  the  I'.Hh  ultimo,  and 
after  I)cing  reinforced  with  a  subaltern  and  twenty  men,  and 
amply  supplied  V.  iili  provisions,  ammunition,  and  otiier  nc- 
cessai-y  articles,  took  tlieir  departure  on  the  2(1  instant,  in 
high  spirits;  and  with  a  determination  to  fight  the  Spaniards 
wlicnevcr  they  attempted  to  arrest  their  progress. 

Under  a  belief  that  tliis  letter  will  be  received  before  you 
hear  from  major  Freeman,  I  take  tlie  liberty  to  inform  you, 
that  by  the  observation  made  whilst  here,  by  that  gentleman, 
the  latitude  of  this  place  is  discovered  to  be  31  degrees  46 
minutes  and  15  seconds  nortli. 

I  am  much  gr^tii'ied  in  hearing  that  colonel  Cushing  with 
t'.u-cc  companies  left  fort  Adams  six  days  since,  for  this  post. 
I  have  the  honor,  Jcc. 
(Signed)  M.  PORTER, 

ATajor  yJriillcrl?(s,  co7nmu?iding. 
T.'w  hon.  Ifcr.ry  Dearborn. 


{Xo.  47.) 

N.-VTCiiiTociiF.s,  ./■/..'v  ol,  1806. 
SIR, 

WHILE  at  fort  Adams,  I  requested  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Freeman  to  send  me  copies  of  all  the  instnutions  he  had 
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received  from  you  or  the  secretary  of  war,  for  his  govern- 
ment, as  commanding  officer  of  the  district;  and  to  fm-nish 
me  with  whatever  information  he  possessed,  which  might  be 
considered  in  any  wise  interesting  to  the  public  service:  and 
I  waited  the  arrival  of  two  mails  from  Washington  city  and 
New  Orleans,  in  expectation  of  receiving  such  information 
and  instructions  as  might  be  necessary  for  my  govei-nment. 
No  information  Avas  received  from  either  quarter,  and  I 
could  not,  consistently  with  your  orders  of  the  6th  and  8th  of 
May,  remain  longer  at  lliis  post.  I  therefore  determined  to 
proceed,  in  the  hope  that  the  necessary  information  might  be 
obtained  from,  the  commanding  officer  of  this  post,  which  I 
reached  on  the  15th  ultimo,  as  stated  in  a  former  letter.  On 
my  arrival,  the  several  documents,  of  which  I  enclose  copies 
marked  (A,)  were  put  into  my  hands  by  major  Porter  ;  and 
by  the  last  mail,  I  received  the  letter  marked  (B,)  from  the 
secretary  of  war.  I  have  also  received  sundry  abstracts  from 
letters  and  instructions  addressed  to  colonel  Freeman  by 
yourself  and  the  secretary  of  war;  but  these  being  unaccom- 
panied by  the  letters  to  which  they  reply,  in  many  instances 
serve  rather  to  perplex  than  elucidate  the  subjects  to  which 
they  refer. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Thomas  Freeman  has  ascended  the 
Red  river,  accompanied  by  captain  Sparks,  lieutenant  Hum- 
phrey, ensign  Duforest,  and  forty  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  from  the  companies  in  this  district;  but  by 
■whose  orders  this  escort  has  been  sent,  (except  the  subal- 
tern and  twenty  men  detailed  from  this  post,  in  pursuance  of 
the  orders  of  the  secretary  of  war,  marked(  C)  I  have  yet  to 
learn ;  nothing  having  been  communicated  to  me  on  the  sub- 
ject, either  by  lieutenant  colonel  Freeman  or  the  secretary  of 
war;  nor  is  there  any  person  here  capable  of  giving  me  the 
requisite  information.  It  would  appear  by  an  instruction  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Freeman  to  lieuteni'nt  Humphrey,  which 
you  will  find  in  the  file  marked  (D,)  that  captain  Sparks  had 
been  sent  to  command  the  escort,  and  lieutenant  Humphrey 
as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Freeman  :  but  the  impression  here  is, 
that  the  captain  is  a  joint  commissioner  with  Mr.  Freeman, 
and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  escort ;  though  no  one  knows 
enough  about  the  business  to  state  the  object  of  the  enter- 
prise, or  the  part  each  individual  engaged  in  it  is  to  act.  I 
am  the  more  particular  on  this  subject,  because  the  com- 
manding officer  of  this  post  has  once  been  called  on  by  Mr. 
Freeman  to  interpose  his  authority  ;  and  although  the  neces- 
sity for  his  interposition  may  have  ceased  to  exist,  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  similar  applications  may  not  be  made. 
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riie  documents  marked  (D)  will  explain  the  casu  to  which 
1  iilludc,  and  may  slu-w  the  necessity  for  my  receiving  infor- 
Mialion  and  iiistiuclions  on  ihis  subject.  H"  capluin  Sinirks 
was  sent  out  fur  the  mere  purpose  of  commanding  the  es- 
cort, and  his  conduct  should  be  such,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Freeman,  as  to  render  his  n-call  necessary,  it  would  seem 
proper  foi- tlie  commandint":  ofliccr  to  do  so,  and  supply  iii» 
place  with  anothtr  oil'.cer;  bui  if  he  hi.s  any  oilier  apjoinl- 
incnt  from  ^ovd miK-nt.  it  may  be  hi!;;hly  improper  for  the 
commanding  olKicer  Uj  iutcrfcre. 

'flu-  lellera  maiked  (E)  were  received  a  few  days  after 
they  were  written,  iinil  the  dispaichts  of  Mr.  I'reeman  will 
b(  sent  to  Mr.  Dunbar,  by  liculenani  Smith,  who  will  leave 
mis  post  in  a  day  or  two,  for  Foil  Adams.  The  only  infor- 
•  naiion  1  had  received  on  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  party 
previous  to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Freeman's  letter  is  contained 
i'l  the  notes  from  D'^ctor  Sibley,  marked  (F)  but  since  that 
time  1  have  learned,  that,  as  the  Spaniards  do  not  claim  the 
c'.unliy  to  liic  Red  l>i\er,  IjcIow  the  old  Cacio  vilhu;c,  they 
did  not  lliink  proper  to  interfere  with  Mr.  Freeman,  but  that 
as  soon  as  he  shall  arrive  at  this  village,  which  they  dccjn 
within  their  limits,  it  is  their  intention  to  stop  him  :  and  it  is 
gcncrdly  believed  that  the  party  spoken  of  by  Mr.  F'reeman, 
has  gone  to  the  old  Cado  village  for  this  purpose.  The  old 
Cado  villngc  is  estimated  at  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles 
above,  this  post,  and  lies  on  the  Hci\  River. 

It  is  understood  that  colonel  Herrara,  governor  of  Mont  el 
Rey  has  lately  arrived  at  Nacog»loches  with  six  companies  of 
mounled  miliiia,  estimated  at  one  hundred  men  each,  and 
having  between  tlirec  and  four  lujuaand  horses  and  niules, 
for  the  support  of  whicii  they  are  under  the  necessity  of 
ratiging  al)out  the  woods ;  and  there  is  hardly  a  day  passes 
witlioi't  some  exaggerated  tale  of  iheir  movements  ciiculat- 
ing  auKJUg  ihe  citizens.  The  lasi  repon  i*;,  that  they  cross- 
ed llie  Sabine  near  the  upper  \->Ml  ol  the  Bayou  Pierre  set- 
tlement four  days  since,  and  were  foraging  about  one  league 
east  of  the  river,  and  it  is  tlxuighi  liy  some  that  they  will  en- 
K-r  the  settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre.  But  I  have  conversed 
wilh  an  American  gcnileman  who  travelled  several  days 
with  this  parly,  and  was  with  them  when  they  crossed  the 
Sal)iii'-,  and  he  assures  me  their  object  in  cresting  was  mere- 
ly to  hed  iheir  liorscs,  and  ibal  ihey  have  no  intention  to  re- 
main on  this  side  of  the  river.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the  go- 
vi.nicji-  and  his  inililiawill  recross  the  ri\er  immediately,  and 
.  eturn  to  their  homes  in  idl  the  month  of  August,  and  says 
,<■  has  been  told  so  by  a  number  of  the  oflicers.  A  few  days 
will  deieiininc  v.liclh- r  ihcir  ol)jcct  be  to  take  post  on  this 
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jide  the  Sabine,  and  I  shall  give  you  the  earliest  information 
on  the  subject,  and  of  the  measures  I  shall  take  to  break 
them  up  if  ihey  should  attempt  an  establishment. 

The  new  "  Rules  and  Articles  of  War"  were  received  on 
the  3d  and  reid  to  the  troops  on  the  4th  instant.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  number  of  lashes  which  a  Court  Martial 
iliay  sentence  an  offender  to  receive  has  been  diminished, 
for  I  am  confident  that  desertions  will  become  much  more 
frequent  in  consequence  of  the  alteration  ;  in  fact  we  have 
already  discovered  its  effects  in  the  multiplied  desertions 
which  have  taken  place  since  the  alteration  was  known. 

The  mail  has  just  arrived,  and  I  have  no  letter  from  you 
or  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  just  been  informed  by  lieutenant  colonel  Freeman, 
that  lieutenant  Taylor  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  Infantry  is 
dead,  and  that  he  has  appointed  lieutenant  Swan,  to  do  the 
duty  of  Assistant  Military  A2:ent  for  New  Orleans,  until 
further  orders.  Lieutenant  Taylor  expired  on  the  3d  of 
July,  after  a  violent  fever  of  only  four  days. 

I  shall  inclose  a  duplicate  of  this  letter  Avith  the  documents, 
D.  E.  and  F.  to  colonel  Burbeck  to  be  laid  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

I  am  sir, 

Very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

/(.  H.  GUSHING 
Brigadier  General  James  Wilkinson.^ 
commanding  the  Army^  St.  Louis, 
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Cantoxmext,  yiissov-Ri.,  August  2d,    ]806. 
SIR, 

It  is  with  sensible  regret  I  address  you  from  this  place 
instead  of  Fort  Adams,  where  I  expected  to  have  been  three 
weeks  ago  ;  but  I  flatter  myself  the  causes  of  my  delay  may 
excuse  it. 

Your  order  for  my  descent  of  the  Mississippi  was  founded 
on  "  information  received  from  New  Orleans  and  its  vicini- 
tv,  of  the  evident  hostile  views  of  the  officers  of  his  Catholic 
ISiajesty  in  that  quarter,"  but  the  circumstances  on  which 
this  information  was  grounded,  having  ceased,  as  is  fully 
evinced  by  the  enclosed  extracts  of  letters  received  from 
major  Porter,  lieutenant  colonel  Freeman  and  colonel  Gush- 
ing, bearing  date  the  5th  of  April,  the  29th  of  May,  and  the 
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jth  oi  June;  I  considered  it  a  primary  duly  to  adjust  my 
public  accounts  before  ujy  dcpurtuie  ;  and  as  the  civil  con- 
cerns  of  the  teriilory  and  tl>c  Indian  deparlnient  had  strung 
claims  to  my  immediate  atieuiion,  1  was  persuaded  a  few 
Avccks  here  could  be  moie  prolilably  iipplicd  to  tlie  public 
service  than  elsewhere,  which  will  1  Uiiiik  be  ap[)arent  to 
you  afuM- the  examination  of  the  aLcomi)an>inyj  d(jcuu>enis. 

About  tlie  period  of  my  hitcrof  the  -'Hlh  June,  the  Osa^t.s       \ 
then  here,  youn^j  and  old,  were  seized  with  a  species  of  inllu- 
tiiza,  which  forbade  their  removal,  and  1  discovered  that  all 
ilie  deputies  of  the  Missouri  except  the   l*anis  were  distrust- 
ed with which  rendered  my  tnterfeiencc  indispensable  to 

tr-mpiiliize  and  send  them  away  content,  as  you  will  perceive 
fiom  ilie  talk  eiuloscd  in  No.  I.  Ihe  Tanis  imfurmed  me 
ihey  had  been  enj^ageil  by  a  party  loimcd  at  St  Louis  fur 
some  commcicial  or  political  speculation  (or  perhaps  both) 
flestincd  to  St  A  (Tec,  which  attempted  to  embarrass  the 
movement  of  lieutenant  Pike,  by  arresliiii;  his  Panis  and 
Can/is  interpreter.  My  correspondence  with  Mr.  Chouicau, 
and  the  letter  to  doctor  Robinson,  will  throw  some  lis^hls  on 
this  subject,  which  have  been  since  more  fully  explained  to 
me  by  an  American  merchant  in  St.  Louis,  who  had  becMi 
invited  to  become  a  member  of  the  society.  The  outline  of 
the  pl.m  is  to  make  a  grand  establishment  at  the  towns  of  the 
Osai^c,  or  those  of  the  Panis  republicjuc,  from  whence  a  con- 
nection is  to  be  formed  with  tlic  Lya,t:ms,  and  under  their 
protection,  art,  intrigue  and  corruption,  are  to  be  employed 
to  open  a  channel  of  intercourse  with  St.  Affee.  The  osten- 
sible leader  of  this  enterprize  is,  I  am  informed,  a  certain 

a  native  Spaniard.  1  can  discover  no  advantage  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  be  derived  from  this  mercantile  specidation,  but 
can  readily  perceive  that  the  i;old  which  the  society  seeks, 
may  be  employed  to  disalVect  and  detach  the  Indians  from 
xis,  and  to  unite  them  to  the  Spaniards.  In  cunser]uencc  of 
this  discovery  all  passports  will  be  refused  tor  the  Canzes 
River,  and  lieutenant  Pike  will  liave  a  good  look  out  for  any 
intruders  from  this  cpiarter,  who  maybe  found  in  that  region. 

You  have  under  cover  of  No.  2.  a  copy  of  lieutenant  Pike's 
instructions,  and  of  the  talk  1  have  sent  to  White  Hair  and  the 
Grand  Peste,  which  may  I  hope  prove  satisfactory.  1  have 
ordered  lieutenant  Pike  about  six  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
goods  at  the  selling  price  here,  to  disburse  his  expenses  and 
as  presents  to  the  Canzes,  Panis  and  I, y a, tans,  and  1  have 
furnished  him  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  worth  of 
instruments  to  enable  him  to  take  the  latitude  of  places. — 
The  very  interesting  map  of  the  Mississippi  to  its  source  in 
Red  Cedar  Lake,  and  the  journal   c)f  this  officer  are  iu  my 
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possession,  but  are  too  bulky  for  the  mail,  therefore  if  I 
bhonld  not  find  a  safe  conveyance  by  land,  1  propose  to  take 
them  down  the  river  and  forward  them  by  water  lo  Balti- 
more ;  and  by  this  convevance,  I  send  you  a  statistical  view 
of  the  Indians  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  vicinity,  with  sundry 
documents  relative  to  the  trade  and  establishments  of  the 
British  N.  West  company,  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

As  it  depends  much  on  circumstances  what  course  Mr. 
Pike  uiay  take,  I  cannot  decide  whether  he  will  return  to 
this  place,  or  descend  iht;  Rcci  River  to  Natchitoches,  tho' 
I  know  his  enterprize  will  lead  him  to  attempt  the  last  route, 
and  ni  such  case  he  will  certainly  be  accompanied  by  a  party 
of  I,ya,tan  chiefs,  Vv-hom  1  would  propose  to  send  lo  the  seat 
of  government  by  sea,  as  the  most  espediiious  and  economi- 
cal route;  but  I  must  request  of  you  instructions  on  this  point, 
•which  v.ill  be  in  season  if  they  reacli  me  in  Novembtir  at 
Fort  Adams,  to  which  place  Le  pleased  lo  direct  your  dis- 
patches. 

My  stav  here  has  been  fortunate  in  relation  to  Gravcline's 
visit  to  to  the  Reecaras  nation,  for  he  liad  refused  to  pi  ocecd 
in  the  perogue,  with  the  corporal  and  four  as  you  proposed, 
and  it  v/as  agreed  that  the  Titons  would  not  sufiur  him  to 
pass  ;  I  therefore  could  not  insure  his  mission  further  than 
thcMahas;  but  the  fortunate  return  of  the  elder  Dorion, 
from  the  lyawas  of  the  river  Dumoine  where  he  had  been  to 
make  peace  between  that  nation  and  the  Sioux  of  St.  Peters, 
has  after  some  difficulty  on  the  score  of  his  age,  it  being  six- 
ty eight,  reheved  our  embarrassments,  as  he  has  undertaken 
to  land  Giaveline  at  the  point  of  his  destination.  They  are 
noAv  far  advanced  towards  the  Mahas  in  the  boat  of  a  Mr. 
M'Clellan,  with  the  chief  of  that  nation,  the  Otlos,  Mis^oiiris 
and  Canzes.  There  they  will  have  a  couple  of  men  and  a 
canoe,  and  make  the  best  way  the  state  of  things  may 
permit. 

This  Dorion  was  sent  down  from  the  Sioux  of  the  Missouri 
last  year  by  captain  Lewis,  and  has  more  power  I  am  assured 
over  that  band  than  any  other  man,  red  or  white.  Indeed 
his  management  of  Indians  generally  is  reported  to  be  trans- 
cendent. He  is  almost  worn  out,  but  may  still  be  useful  and 
should  therefore  be  cherished.  You  have  under  cover  copies 
of  my  instructions  to  these  men,  and  also  to  Boilvain.  He 
is  now  pressing  for  his  destination,  and  tells  me  he  will  be 
off  next  week.  He  is  slow  and  dilatory,  but  I  have  as  much 
confidence  in  his  attachment  to  the  United  States  as  any 
Frenchman  of  the  territory.  One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
worth  of  merchandize  have  been  furnished  Dorion  and  Grave- 
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line  for  their  expenses,  which  will  not  disburse  one  half  tliey 
will  be  obligcil  tojjivclhc  Indians  that  thry  must  pass  in  their 
route. 

From  the  |)apcrs  under  cover  No.  4.  you  will  perceive 
that  our  atVair.s  on  the  Illinois  do  not  wear  the  most  pleasant 
.ispeel  ;  the  remainiiu^  jirisoners  of  the  Osa^^c  nation  have 
been  posilivcly  refused,  a  man  has  licen  deliberately  n.nrder- 
cd,  the  Americans  have  been  indistriminately  menaced, 
i^oods  sent  to  iTileem  the.  captives  have  been  plundered,  and 
liie  letter  of  the  facrnr  at  Chicago,  announces  tiie  intention 
ol  the  Poitowatomi<'s  to  make  another  stroke  at  the  t)sri(.';es. 
If  this  conduct  is  not  checked  severely,  the  example  will  be 
followed,  and  a  general  defection,  insolence  and  outrage 
mav  extend  itself  ihrourhout  the  nations  of  the  Mississippi. 
1  consider  it  n)y  duty  to  warn  the  Osai^c  of  the  nuilit;.led 
blow,  for  which  purpose  I  shall  send  ottan  express  to-mor- 
row to  Lt.  Pike  by  land,  who  will  certainly  be  founil  at  the 
i.M'and  Osaye  towns,  if  he  has  not  been  obstructed  on  his 
voyai;e. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Puant  prisoners  confined 
at  Si.  Louis  for  murder,  have  broke  jail  and  made  their  es- 
cape, together  with  a  citizen  confined  on  the  application  of 
i^»vernoi  Harrison,  for  a  murder  committed  in  tliC  territory 
of  Indiana. 

Tlie  cabal  which  has  laboured  so  assiduously  to  distract 

this  territory,  and  which  originated  with has,  I  am  now 

convinced,  for  a  lonj^  time  received  the  secret  support  of. 

a  man  of  the  most  profountl  dissimulation  I  have  ever  known. 

)  have  no  doubt  that,  under  his  and management,  every 

engine  is  now  at  work  to  establish  a  strong  line  of  distinction 
between  the  French  and  American  population,  and  the  better 

to   aid   the '. recomtnendi.tion    for   this   government,    he 

and are  to  run  together  in  a  petition  for  the  purpose,  be- 
fore the  present  incuinbcnt  is  removed. 

But  sir,  why  do  I  complain  of  such  tilings,  whilst  daily 
threatened  by  tlie  heaviest  domestic  calaniity?  For  more 
than  thirty  days,  Mrs.  Wilkinson  has  trembled  over  the  grave, 
and  I  have  waited  in  agonizing  suspcnce  the  moment  of  her 
dissolution,  whilst  my  mind  has  been  harrassed  by  a  load  of 
public  engagements  ;  and  now,  sir,  I  shall  leave  her,  in  a 
state  of  most  feeble  precarious  convalescence,  under  the 
racking  impression  that  wc  part  forever.  MayCiod  preserve 
my  bitterest  enemy  from  a  similar  trial. 
W'hh  perfect  respect, 

I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JA:   WILKINSON. 
The  /lov.  H.  Drarb^jrru    S^crotary  of  11'ur. 
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Natchez,  Scfdember  8th,  i806, 
SIR, 

I  ARRIVED  at  this  place  last  evening  at  6  o'clock, 
and  addressed  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  (Go- 
vernor Williams  being-  absent,)  of  which  yoti  have  a  copy 
under  cover,  v.ith  his  answer.  This  morning  I  v.aited  on 
him,  and  have  seen  the  plan  adopted  by  Governor  Clai- 
borne and  himself,  the  first  article  of  which  appears  to  be  in 
direct  opposition  to  your  order,  respecting  the  removal  of 
the  Spaniards  from  Bi  you  Pierre;  to  which  place  1  under- 
stand they  hiive  fallen  back,  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Adies  ; 
and  I  hope  they  may  continue  there  until  my  arrival  at 
Natchitoches,  for  which  place  I  shall  commence  my  journey, 
the  moment  after  I  have  arranged  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territory  for  such  auxiliary  force  of  the  miiilia  as  may  even- 
tually become  necessary  from  his  jurisdiction.  Governor 
Claiborne  has,  I  understand,  arranged  the  militia  in  the  wes- 
tern counties  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  but  I  shall  discour- 
age their  march  until  I  have  penetrated  the  designs  of  the 
Spaniard,  and  may  find  him  deaf  to  the  solemn  appeal  which 
I  shall  make  to  his  understanding,  his  interests,  and  duly. 
Let  tlie  President  be  assured,  sir,  I  shall  drain  the  cup  of 
conciliation,  to  maintain  the  peace  of  our  country,  and  that 
the  sword  shall  not  be  drawn  but  in  the  last  extremity,  after 
reason  and  remonstrance  have  failed  to  preserve  inviolate 
our  territory,  cast  of  the  Sabine.  But  at  the  same  time 
that  an  awful  responsibility  restrains  the  inclinations  and 
ambition  of  the  soldier  to  this  temperate  course  of  conduct, 
in  opposition  to  the  ardour  which  I  think  I  discern  in  the 
executive  officers  of  these  territories,  I  will  pledge  my  life 
to  him  that  no  act  shall  be  suffered,  within  my  knowledge, 
to  tarnish  the  national  honor,  or  affect  the  lustre  of  his  admi- 
nistration. 

If  the  strong  precautions  embraced  by  my  instructions  to 
colonel  Cushing,  of  which  I  transmitted  you  a  copy  from 
St.  Louis,  have  prevented  the  effusion  of  blood,  I  must  be- 
lieve I  have  done  some  good  to  the  state,  because  the  retro- 
gression of  the  Spaniards  has  rendered  the  ultimate  resort 
unnecessary,  at  least  for  the  present ;  and  as  nothing  can  be 
lost  and  every  thing  may  be  gained  by  a  little  delay,  it  seems 
better  the  opportunity  for  commencing  hostilities  should 
have  escaped,  than  that  it  should  have  been  seized  on  "to  let 
slip  the  dogs  of  v.ar,"  before  the  eflect  of  conciliatory  mea- 
sures had  been  duly  tested. 

The  retrograde  of  the  Spaniards  is  not  accounted  for,  but 


APPENDIX.  4f 

may  l)C  ascribed  to  three  causes.  Tlie  \inlu:iltliincss  of  the 
IroDjib — the  wiiiil  of  tbrat^c  IVir  the  immense  cavalcade  with 
which  they  aie  eiicumljcrcd — or  the  failure  of  provisions, 
JJut  as  th(  y  uould  scarcely  have  made  so  formidable  and 
hold  an  advance  in  the  fare  of  the  prohibition  uttered  l)y  ma- 
jor Porter,  \vithout  positive  orders  from  the  conn)etcnl  au- 
thority ;  it  is  reasonable  to  presume,  when  the  raxise  of  their 
rctroj^ression  has  been  removed,  they  may  resume  ihcir  for- 
mer position,  for  which  event  some  preparatory  arranj.!;emenls 
must  be  coiumenced. 

The  ^ipl;niards  who  have  approached  Natchitf)ches,  being 
all  moimted  and  without  artillery,  and  each  private  beinj^ 
ublii^cd  to  keep  up  four  horses  and  a  mule  for  service,  out  of 
his  pay,  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  month,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible^ f(,r  tlicm  to  maintain  a  fortification  ;  but  the  same  cir- 
oumslances  will  enable  them  to  refuse  to  give  battle  to  oor 
infantry,  at  their  discretion.  To  remedy  this  disadvanlag^e, 
and  eniiblc  me  should  I  l)c  forced  to  appeal  to  arms,  to  drive 
the  in  efieclually  beyond  the  Sabine,  or  to  cut  them  up,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  procure  about  four  or  five  hundred  dra- 
p:oons  and  mounted  militia  from  the  two  territories,  unless  I 
should  find  them  so  incautious  as  to  enable  me  bv  a  forced 
march  of  the  established  troops,  to  surprise  their  camp  un- 
der cover  of  the  nis^ht ;  l)ut  this  is  scarcely  to  be  expected,  if 
the  commanding  oflicer  possesses  a  single  spark  of  military 
knowledge  or  experience. 

A  blow  once  struck,  it  would  appear  expedient  that  we 
should  make  every  advantage  of  it,  and  if  men  and  means  are 
furnished,  I  will  soon  plant  our  standard  on  the  left  bank  of 
Grand  river:  in  the  mean  time,  the  reduction  of  Nacogdo- 
ches,and  Baton  Uou;i;c,  would  secure  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  drive  the  enemy  back  cu  th.e  side  of  IV.'exi- 
co,  400  miles  to  Sant  Atonio,  and  should  hosiilities  take 
place,  and  I  find  the  occupancy  of  these  posts  necessary  to 
counteract  the  hostile  acts,  or  intentions  of  tiie  enemy;  I 
shall  agreeably  to  your  instructions,  lake  possession  of  them. 

But  1  must  beg  leave  to  remark  to  you,  that  for  distant 
operations,  or  the  protection  of  our  western  frontier,  atrainst 
the  predatory  incursions  of  the  Spanish  cavalry,  a  body  of 
mounted  men  is  absolutely  indispensable. 

After  all,  I  have  more  appreliensions  from  the  want  of 
camp  cquip.ige  and  provisions,  than  from  an  eneiny  ;  yet  I 
cannot  speak  with  precision  to  those  points,  as  I  am  unac- 
quainted with  the  stock  on  hand.  Should  our  negotiations 
with  Spain  eventuate  without  eflccl,  or  t.'.ke  a  menacing  as- 
pect, and  the  governntent  should  deternup.c  on ofiensiveroea- 
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suresinthis  quarter,  cavalry  arms  and  equipments,  knap» 
sacks,  haversacks,  linen  frocks,  tents  and  camp  furniture, 
of  every  species,  Avith  infantry  arms  and  accoutrements, 
should  be  forwarded  on  without  a  moment's  delay,  and  I 
should  be  authorised  to  mount  as  many  men  as  the  service 
may  require. 

I  find  strong  delusions  (real  or  artificial)  prevailing  here, 
with  respect  to  the  safety  of  these  territories  against  the 
Choctaw  Indians ;  against  an  attack  of  the  Spaniards  irom 
Pensacola,  and  an  insurrection  of  the  French  in  the  Territory 
of  Orleans.  The  Indians  have  been  so  frequently  deceived 
by  the  Spaniards,  aid  stand  so  much  in  awe  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  wiii  not  take  up  the  hatchet  in  favour  of 
those,  or  against  these  ;  and  I  apprehend  nothing  from  the  dis- 
contents ot  the  French,  before  they  have  satisfactory  assur- 
ances (and  appearances  too)  of  substantial  European  sup- 
port; because  the  poor  have  nothing  to  hazard  for,  and  the 
rich  have  too  much  to  lose,  and  stand  in  too  much  terror  of 
their  slaves  to  leave  their  families.  With  respect  to  the 
Spaniards,  I  have  received  the  folio.vin;^  detail  this  day  from 
a  confidential  friend. 

At  the  town  of  Pensacola,  the  fort  on  Rose  Island,  and  the 
Barancas  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  450  men,  at  INiobile 
200  men,  and  at  Baton  Rouge  50  men.  Pensacola  being  the 
grand  depot  of  what  is  called  West  Florida,  with  its  small 
garrison  divided  into  three  detachments,  for  the  protection 
of  the  town  and  the  guard  of  the  harbour's  mouth  12  miles 
distant,  not  a  man  can  be  spared  from  it.  Mobile  menaced, 
and  liable  to  be  attacked,  and  carried  by  our  regular  troops 
and  militia  in  that  quarter,  is  already  too  weak  ;  and  with  re- 
spect to  Baton  Rouge  the  Avorks  are  tumbling  to  pieces,  and 
it  is  surrounded  by  a  disaffected  American  population,  which 
could  overwhelm  the  feeble  garrison,  (a  mere  locuni-lencns) 
whenever  required  so  to  do  by  our  government. 

But  by  way  of  precaution,  I  shall  immediately  transmit 
orders  toNe^v  Orleans,  for  fourof  ourgallies  tobe  stationed  in 
lakePontchiU'train,  and  t!ie  strait  of  the  Regolets,  against  any 
approach  towards  the  city  by  that  communici:tion,  and  our 
batteries  at  Placquimine  will  secure  the  pass  of  the  river.  I 
shall  increase  the  detachment  at  Point  Co.'pee  to  seventy 
five  men  to  be  held  in  reaainess  to  take  governor  Grandpre 
and  his  garrison  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  I  shall  send  or- 
ders to  the  commanding  officer  on  the  Tombigbee,  to  be  pre- 
pared with  his  regular  force,  aud  two  hundred  militia,  to  in- 
vest Mobile  and  carry  it  if  practicable,  so  soon  as  he  shall 
receive  orders  to  that  effect,  whilst  a  party  of  militia  fr&ru 
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Oic  same  quailcr  «ill  be  ordered  tu  make  a  feint  on  Pcnsa- 
cola,  to  |)iit  llieni  in  Tear  and  prevent  any  suttour  bcinjj  sent 
t(»  llic  former  |)Iacc  ;  and  should  I  fnul  myself  obliged  to  at- 
tack ibc  Mexicans,  the  moment  I  have  taken  my  resolution, 
order-i  will  bo  sent  to  those  points  fur  prompt  co-operution. 

Thus  sir,  I  jjive  you  the  ^;ener..l  outline  of  the  plan  I  mean 
la  ado',)t,  shouM  I  be  coerced  to  it  by  the  conduct  of  our 
ncijvhbours;  but  in  ibe  mean  lime,  positive  orders  will  be  is- 
siicl  to  llie  reijulai-  n\ilitary  lo  prevent  any  encroachment, 
meni.cO,  or  ouiraj^e  on  their  pari,  anil  I  shall  press  upon  the 
cxecuii\es  of  these  territoiiea  the  necessity  for  timilar  ob- 
servances on  the  part  of  our  citizens.  'J'he  enclosed  trpy  of 
a  correspondence  between  our  tinker  on  the  Tombifjbcc  an<l 
the  Spanish  commandant  of  Mobile,  seems  to  render  ihc  Li- 
ter prccaiuio'.i  inrli.spcnsible. 

Vou  I'.ave,  under  cover,  an  abstr;:;ct  of  (uir  whole  regular 
force  in  this  (juarler,  {'w  tlie  defence  of  the  Mobile,  the  Mis- 
bissippi,  and  our  Western  fioiuier ;  from  which,  deduct  one 
foiirih  for  detachment,  casualties,  incapacity  and  disease,  and 
you  will  have  a  fair  view  of  our  operative  force. 

I  have  no  letter  from  you  at  this  place,  or  from  colonel 
Cujhiiiii;,  but  I  expect  lo  fmd  communications  at  i'crt  Adams 
from  whence  I  sliall  ajj;i.in  wiiie  you.  I  propose  lo  debark 
at  the  mouth  of  WaX  Hiver,  and  lo  make  my  way  through  the 
swamps,  to  the  first  sctilemenls  in  ihe  icute  lo  Natchilcches, 
from  whence  I  shall  lind  a  palh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  wiih  pcrfLCt  respect. 

Sir,  your  obedient  &C. 

JA:   WILKINSON. 
'f/i-   'rn.  dcKcrcl  Diarhoi:,  Stcrdary  rf  ]i'ar. 


(COPY.) 

lftciJ-Oiii.r.'ers  'f  the  Army  '^f  ihs  Uni'.id  States. 

N.\  rcmrocHKL-,  Sciitnnh.r  "l^tli^    18C6. 

AFTl'.R  the  recent  communications  which  have  paES- 
ed  between  his  excellency  goveinor  Ilerreri*,  cclo^iel  Cush- 
ing,  and  governor  Claiborne,  ai.d  his  reiterated  rej.ulsion  of 
?!icir  reasonable  and  ri;:;hiful  demandF,  I  will  ccmfcss  toycur 
cxf  ellcncy,  tli  .t  iiouf;l'.t  but  ihc  very  high  and  solemn  obli- 
gations which  I  <j\\(t  to  huiranily,  could  vanqttish  the  repug- 
nance with  which  I  now  have  the  horc»r  to  at?drc:-s  you,  on  a 
vol.  ii.  7 
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topic  profoundly  interesting  to  our  respective  nations,  inas- 
much  as  it  may  involve  a  question  of  peace  or  war. 

The  differences  of  opinion  which  have  prevailed  concern- 
ing the  contested  limits  of  Louisiana,  having  been  submitted 
to  amicable  negotiation  by  our  respective  sovereigns,  the 
appeal  to  rational  enquiry  is  an  admission  of  the  dubiosity  of 
the  right,  and  therefore  should  prevent  any  change  of  mili- 
tary positions,  posterior  to  the  delivery  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana  to  tlie  United  States. 

The  government  of  the  American  union,  founded  in  right 
and  conducted  by  reason,  has  been  instructed  by  the  history 
of  other  timers,  how  to  value  the  blessings  of  peace  ;  and  be- 
ing unambitious  of  conquest  or  military  fame,  is  desirous  to 
preserve  a  fair  and  friendly  understanding  with  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  earth. 

Thus  circumstanced,  and  under  daily  expectation  of  a  fa- 
vorable issue  to  the  depending  negotiations,  it  would  mark  a 
sanguinary  spirit,  and  be  a  most  ungracious  and  unwarranta- 
ble deed,  v/ere  the  military  officers  of  eitlier  government  by 
an  act  of  precipitancy,  to  frustrate  the  benevolent  views  of 
pacific  discussion,  and  make  way  for  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  whose  final  issue  may  baffle  human  foresight,  but 
whose  probable  consequences  would  be  scenes  of  revolution 
and  bloodshed,  offensive  to  humanity,  and  subversive  of  the 
general  policy  of  nations. 

In  this  state  of  things,  I  am  ready  to  pledge  myself,  that 
pending  the  negotiations  of  ^he  two  countries,  nothing  shall 
be  attempted  against  his  catholic  majesty's  subjects  or  terri- 
tories by  the  troops  under  my  command,  unless  his  officers 
sliould  attempt,  as  they  have  already  done,  to  innovate  the 
"  statum  quo,"  at  the  surrender  of  the  province,  by  occupy- 
ing new  ground,  or  erecting  new  posts,  or  unless  they  should 
trespass  on  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  or  violate  the  sove- 
reignty of  these  states.  The  former  conduct  will  compel 
counter-movements  and  occupancies,  and  the  latter  will  not 
only  justify  recrimination,  but  will  infallibly  excite  it,  and 
thus  hostilities  may  be  produced  notwithstanding  the  pacific 
dispositions  of  the  high  powers,  to  whom  we  are  respectively 
accovmtable. 

When  the  troops  of  the  United  States  took  possession  of 
this  post,  the  Spanish  commandant  from  whom  it  was  re- 
ceived, did  not  define  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction;  yet  it 
was  notorious,  that  Nacogdoches  formed  the  barrier  post  of 
the  approximate  province  of  Texhas. 

It  was  known  also  that  controversies  had  existed  between 
IVance  and  Spain,  respecting  the  western  limit^;  of  Lo'jiisiana, 
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•and  \vc  liad  been  assured  by  Monsieur  Laussait,  the  French 
eommissioner,  who  delivered  ihe  province  to  the:  United 
States,  that  the  pretensions  ot  h'rance  went  us  far  west  as  the 
Rio  del  Norte.  lUiiwewerc  not  informed  iliat  any  line  of  de- 
marcation iiad  ever  been  traced  to  pariiti(»n  ihe^c  provinces. 

Whether  sucii  a  line  of  territorial  jurisdiction  had  ever 
been  ei.tabli.'jiicd  or  not,  between  the  pro\inces  ol  Louisiana, 
and  Texhas  ;  one  had  been  rendered  indispcnsiblc  l)y  the 
s.'.lc  of  the  former  to  the  United  States,  for  the  adn\inistra- 
tiun  of  justice,  the  security  <jf  properly,  and  tlie  prevention 
of  hostile  collisions;  and  these  states  with  pretensions  far 
more  extensive,  adopted  the  Sabino  river  as  the  most  obvi- 
ous, most  conve'.iieni,  most  natural,  and  least  exceptionable 
temporary  boundary. 

I  am  therefore,  sir,  commanded  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  inform  you,  "  that  the  actual  tpiict  possession 
of  ihecoimtry  by  the  United  States,  east  of  the  river  Sabine, 
ought  to  be  antl  will  be  considered  :us  fully  within  the  limits 
of  the  country  sun  endercd  to  the  United  States,  on  taking 
possession  of  this  place  ;  and  therefore,  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  his  catholic  majesty's  ofiiccrs  to  disturb  the  existing 
state  of  things,  by  endeavoring  to  occupy  any  new  posts  east 
of  the  Sabine,  or  westward,  or  northward  of  the  former 
boundaries  of  what  has  been  called  West  Florida,  must  be 
considered  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  an  ac- 
tual inv.;sion  of  tiieir  territorial  rights,  and  will  be  resisted 
accorilingly."  While  I  submit  these  commands  to  your 
grave  consideration,  in  the  hope  they  may  have  due  weiglit ; 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  demand  from  you  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  of  Spain  to  the  west  of  the  Sabine. 

My  sense  of  the  high  respect  which  is  due  from  one  soldier 
to  anf)lher,  prohibits  the  idea  of  menace  ;  but  as  our  honor 
forbids  strat.i-em  or  deception  before  our  swords  have  been 
drawn,  1  owe  it  to  my  own  fame,  and  to  the  national  character, 
to  warn  you,  that  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  competent  au- 
thority has  been  taken,  that  my  orders  are  absolute,  and  my 
determination  fixed,  to  assert,  and.  under  Ciod,  to  sustain  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  the  Sabine  river,  against 
any  force  which  may  be  opposed  to  me. 

Retire  then  sir,  1  conjure  you,  the  troops  of  your  command 
from  the  ground  in  controversy,  and  spare  the  eifusion  of 
human  lilood,  without  prejudicing  your  ov.n  honor,  or  the 
substantial  interests  of  his  majesty,  your  royal  master. 

Colonel  II.  Cushing,  chef  dcs  etats  major  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  has  my  orders  to  deliver  this  letter  to  you, 
and  lo  wait  a  reasonable  lime  for  vour  answer. 
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I  pray  God  to  keep  your  excellency  in  his  holy  prolection 
for  mttny  years, 

And  l)ave  the  lienor  to  be 
Your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 
JA:    WILKINSON. 
I  certify  that  the  follov.'ing  copy  of  a  letter  was  transmitted 
ofFicicilly  to  the  war  office. 

JOHN  SMITH,  C.  C. 


fNo.  51.  J 

Nacogdoches  Camp,  Scjitejnbcr  29///,  1806. 
SIR, 

BY  the  hands  of  colonel  Thomas  Gushing,  chief  of 
the  general  staff  of  the  United  States  army,  I  had  yester- 
day the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  letter,  written 
from  your  head  quarters  at  Natcliitochcs. 

Not  being  authorised  to  enter  into  a  discussion,  with  re- 
spect to  the  serious  and  interesting  subjects  on  Avhich  you 
treat,  I  hope  your  excellency  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take 
in  transmitting  your  letter,  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  to  the 
captain  general  brigadier  Nemesio  Salcedo,  under  whose  or- 
tiers  I  act,  and  I  shall  transmit  to  your  excellency,  in  the 
same  manner,  his  answer,  by  the  hands  of  an  officer  of  my 
staff. 

While  thus  acting,  I  have  the  honor  to  offer  to  your  excel- 
lency my  respects  and  consideration,  praying  God  to  protect 
and  guard  your  life  for  many  years. 
I  am,  sir, 

Your  excellency's  most  humble 

and  ol)edient  servant, 

ANTONIO  CORDERO. 
liis  rrcrllcncy,  James  IFilkinson, 

General  of  the  army  of  the  United  Statca. 


fNo.  52. J 

(COPY. 

Head   Quarters^ 

Natchitoches,  October  4(/i,   1806. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's 
ktter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  by  colonel  Gushing,  and  shall  ex- 
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pcct  the  answer  of  his  excellency  the  c:ij)t;iin  y^i  ihtjI  Sulcedo 
with  solicitude. 

Ill  the  mean  tinu-  I  shall  move  forward  towards  the  Sabine, 
and  to  prevent  the  misinterpretation  of  my  motives,  I  con- 
hidcr  it  jiroper  to  apprize  you,  that  this  niovcmiiU  is  made 
solely  to  demonstrate  the  ])retensions  ol  the  Uiiited  St:it<'S 
to  the  territory  east  ol  that  river,  and  with  no  hostile  inlcji- 
tions  against  the  troops  or  rcalnis  of  Sjiain. 

This  step  ht's  been  rendered  csscniial  to  the  honor  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  late  iTi(>venicnts  and  occupancies  of  his 
excellency  t^ovcrnor  Herrura,  and  isalso  j\tsti(ied  by  the  posi- 
tion which  the  troops  of  your  excellency's  command  have 
lately  lal;en,  immediately  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Sa- 
bine, sixty  miles  advanced  of  Nacogdoches. 

I  avail  111}  self  of  a  casual  but  certain  conveyance  to  trans- 
mit this  letter  to  your  excellency,  and  j)ray  God  to  keep  you 
in  his  holy  protection  for  nu\ny  years. 

(Signed)       JA:  WILKINSON. 

J/i;;  cjrciiicncij  jintonio  Corcltro,  ccmmandcr  in  chief 
of  the  tTOofis  of  S/iain,  on  the  ca&tern  frontier  cf 
the  /irovince  of  l^cxhas. 

I  certify  that  the   foregoing  copy  of  a  letter  was  trans- 
mitted officially  to  the  war  office. 

JOHN  SMITH,  C.  C. 


(Xo.  53.) 
Head   Quarters. 

Nacogdoches,   October  "Id,    1806. 
SIR, 

HAVING  received  a  letter  that  general  Don  Nemcsio 
Salccdo  has  inclosed  me  for  his  excellency  William  C.  Clai- 
borne, governor  of  New  Orleans,  and  being  informed  that 
he  is  not  now  at  the  post  of  Natciiitoches  ;  I  take  the  liberty 
of  inclosing  it  to  your  excellency  undercover,  and  of  entreat- 
ing you  to  have  the  goodness  to  forward  it  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  my  respects  to  your  excellency, 
and  remain  with  the  highest  consideration, 

Ycuir  excellency's  most  humble 
And  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ANTONIO  COTUDr.HO. 

To  hif)  crccUcncy  James  Wilkinson^ 

prewral  of  the  ar-ttirs  of  the  United  •SfnCfs. 
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(No.  54.J 

Natchitoches,  Head  Quarters,  Oct.  $th,   1806. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency 'e- 
letter  of  the  2d  inst.  covermg  a  dispatch  for  his  excellency 
governor  Cluiborne,  which  shall  receive  particular  attention  ; 
but  I  regret  to  find  by  its  contents,  that  the  territorial  pre- 
tensions of  the  United  States  are  resisted,  and  those  of  Spain 
asserted  in  the  face  of  those  pretensions. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JA:  WILKINSON. 

His  excdlency  governor  Cordero, 
com7nandin!^-  the  trov/is  of  S/iaui, 
.Yacogdochea. 


fNo.  55. J 

Encampment  at  Nacogdoches,  Wth  Oct.  1806. 
YOUR  excellency  was  informed  by  my  letter  of  the 
29th  ultimo,  of  my  having  sent  yours  of  the  24th  of  the  same 
month,  to  the  captain  general  brigadier  Don  Nemesio  Sal- 
cedo,  under  whom  I  act,  as  I  did  not  possess  the  authority 
competent  to  its  discussion ;  and  as  the  reply  to  it  was  to 
come  from  the  said  chief,  I  flattered  myself  that  from  mo- 
tives of  humanity,  and  from  the  good  harmony  which  reigns 
between  our  govtrnments,  your  excellency  would  have  been 
pleased  to  have  awaited  his  answers  to  decide  as  to  your 
operations  ;  inasmuch  as  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  deviate 
from  a  conipliance  with  the  orders  which  govern  me,  to  re- 
cognize the  Hondo  branch,  as  the  limit  of  this  province. 
Contrary  to  this  expectation,  I  see  by  the  letter  of  your  ex- 
cellency of  the  4th  instant,  which  I  have  just  received,  that 
you  have  directed  your  troops  towards  t!ie  Sabine  river, 
without  any  pretension  hostile  to  the  Spaniards,  (troops)  and 
only  with  the  object  of  sustaining  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  cast  of  that  river. 

Your  excellency  knows  very  well  the  sacred  duties  of  a 
soldier,  and  of  consequence  I  must  say  to  your  excellency, 
that  without  in  any  maimer  attributing  the  result  of  the 
operation  which  your  excellency  has  undertaken  to  an  act 
of  hostility  provoked  by  my  government,  I  must  oppose 
myself  to  it  in  the  discharge  of  the  obligation  under  which  I 
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iict,  to  prevent  the  aggression  of  the  Unitid  States,  and  to 
maintain  iis  long  as  1  um  al)lc,  with  undcviuling  integrity,  the 
duiniiiions  ot  niy  sovereign. 

I Itave  10  your  excclltncij  the  choiie  cfter  you  receive  (hit 
letter^  praying  (iod  to  guard  your  life  many  years. 

'       (Signed)  ANTONIO  COHDERO. 

To  his  excellency  James  Wilkinson, 

General  of  the  army  of  the  Vnitid  Stales  of  .America. 


fXo.  56  J 

Nacogdoches,  '2ls(  October,  1806. 
SIR, 

I  have  received  by  the  hands  of  the  hearer,  Jacob  Bean, 
your  e.xcelleiuy's  letter  of  the  lUh  instant,  in  which  vo\ir 
cxreliency  is  so  obliging  as  to  iniorm  me,  that  the  said  per- 
son is  one  of  those  that  have  presented  themselves  for  the 
purpose  of  reclaiming  negroes,  ti.kcn  up  under  the  protection 
of  my  government;  and  in  which  your  excellency  at  the 
same  time  tells  me,  that  although  it  does  not  become  you  to 
cnier  into  any  engagement  whatever  in  the  name  of  his  ex- 
("cllencv  governor  Claiborne,  you  have  no  doub'  in  assuring 
me  that  all  just  measures  that  may  be  adojjted  by  tlie  king, 
my  master,  relative  to  the  property  of  individuals,  will  be  re- 
riprocated  by  the  governn)ent  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  returning  of  negroes  that  have  taken  refuge  in  this 
province,  so  generously  ordered  by  my  general,  even  with- 
out waiting  for  orders  from  my  sovereign,  is  a  proof  in  no 
wise  equivocal  of  tlie  excellent  harmony  to  which  we  pre- 
tend ;  a  harmony  which  has  been  ordered  to  be  observed  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  which  is  founded 
on  a  complete  reciprocity  of  justice. 

Wlixjn  my  general  directed  his  letter  of  the  ISt'a  ultimo  to 
his  cKcellency  governor  Claiborne,  of  which  your  excellency 
has  been  informed,  satisfying  him  on  the  five  points  about 
which  they  treated,  and  in  viitue  of  which  I  wrote  under  date 
of  the  2d  instant  to  the  aforesaid  governor  (wliich  to  your 
excellency  is  well  known)  concerning  the  negroes,  I  did  not 
expect  that  your  excellency  would  alter  ihe  position  of  vour 
troops  (of  which  you  have  advised  me  imder  date  of  the  4th 
«f  this  month)  as  it  is  an  operation  that  entirely  alters  the 
reciprocity  which  existed. 

Your  excellency  had  not  received  the  letter  of  my  general 
for  his  excellency  governor  Claiborne,  which  came  to  your 
hands  only  on  the  7U),  to  dispose  vonr  excellency  to  such  a 
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mancEUvre;  and  I  am  informed  by  your  letter  sent  rae  under 
date  of  the  8th,  that  the  contents  of  my  general's  letter  shall 
have  particular  attention. 

This  offer  of  your  excellency,  contrary  to  the  minute 
knowledge  you  have  acquired  of  the  unalterable  rights  of  the 
king  my  master,  relative  to  the  lands  claimed,  ought  to  have 
made  you  countermand  the  order  given  for  the  movement  of 
your  troops;  and  I  have  been  in  hourly  expectation  of  such 
information  (which  as  yet  I  have  not  received)  as  entirely 
essential  to  the  existence  of  the  good  understanding  which 
unites  our  governments,  and  which  it  is  our  fust  duty  to  pre- 
serve. 

The  affair  of  the  negroes,  is  one  of  those  adhering  to  the 
principal  question  which  has  been  entered  upon  in  the  afore- 
said letter  of  my  general ;  and  the  settlement  of  a  point  of 
minor  moment  would  avail  nothing,  while  the  principal  c[ues- 
tion,  which  is  of  greater  magnitude,  remains  pending.  How- 
ever, I  must  represent  to  your  excellency,  that,  pending  the 
answer  of  my  general  (wliich  I  e::pect  very  shoi  tiy)  to  youi* 
excellency's  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  liave  thought  it  my 
duty  to  return  the  negroes  demanded  by  Be?.n,  and  generally 
to  fulfil  the  order  in  favor  of  all  other  individuals  of  tliat  go- 
vernment, who  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be,  in  a  similar  si- 
tuation. I  wait  for  this  letter,  in  order  that  this  suspension 
may  be  made  to  correspond  with  that  coniplete  reciprocity 
which  the  rights  of  the  king  my  master  exact,  and  that  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty  my  acquiescence  may  meet  with 
no  blame. 

I  return  your  excellency  my  respects,  and  with  high  con- 
sideration have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir, 
Your  excellency's  most  humble 

and  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ANTONIO  CORDiLRO. 

Hia  exc<;lle7icy  general  James  IVilkinson. 


(.SO.  51. J 
Nacoguociies,  2\tk   Octobcf-,  1306. 
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Jar  attention  ;  I  never  (loul)tecl  thai  your  excellency,  impress- 
ed with  the  t;o()(l  h;>rmony  that  unites  oiii-  governineiits,  unci 
til'  the  unalterable  declarations  of  iny  i^eiieral,  wliich  llic 
conduct  (if  the  Spanish  troops  justifies,  would  have  c<>unter- 
munded  the  order  j^i\en  yours  to  j)roceed  towards  tlic  S;il)ine, 
;*s  an  act  opposed  to  the  ^ood  undcrstandiii}^  which  is  known 
by  your  excellency  to  unite  our  ^overnnients. 

1  have  already  answered  your  excelUncy's  IctttM-  of  the 
1-kh,  ronoernin}^  the  nei^roes,  by  tlie  liearer  Jacob  lii-an;  and 
1  cannot  douln  that  in  attending;  to  the  present,  (which  1  di- 
rect anew  to  your  excellency)  you  will,  in  compliance  with 
the  good  understanding^  that  we  ou[:;ht  to  preserve,  siispcnd 
the  movement  of  your  troops,  prevent  their  passiii};  the  Ar- 
loya  Vondo,  and  be  jjieased  to  await  the  answer  of  uiy  t^cnc- 
ral  to  your  letter  of  llie  :J4lh  ultimo,  which  I  am  in  momen- 
laiy  expectation  of  ncciviny;,  and  wl.icli  sliall  be  (lisj)atched 
tv  your  excellency  witliout  a  moment's  delay. 

This  I  expect  from  your  excellency  ;  but,  if  after  all  my 
protests,  you  precipitate  your  operations,  you  must  yourself 
be  responsible  to  our  rovcrnmenls,  for  the  consequences 
tliut  may  follow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  nu-  respects. 
May  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 
Sir, 

Your  most  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ANTONIO  CORDLRO. 

flis  excellency  (icnmil  James  M'ilkinson, 


fXo.  58.y> 
(COPY. 
til  ad  Quarters^ 

Cami'  PoTiiF.no,   October  29th^    1806. 
SIR, 

ON  the  26th  inst.  when  under  march,  I  had  the  lienor 
to  receive  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  21  si,  by  the  hands 
of  Jicob  Hean,  and  ihe  day  before  yesterday  Don  I'rancis 
A'iana  delivered  me  that  of  the  24tl.  instant. 

My  professional  engagements  must  be  my  apology  for  not 
answeiing  those  leiters  sooner,  and  I  hope  the  explanation  I 
^hall  now  olVer  to  yen  may  justify  the  consistency  of  my  con- 
duct, and  evince  the  sincerity  of  my  disjosiiions,!©  preserve 
the  good  inderttuti'ling  which  happily  subsists  between  our 
rc>peciivc.  governn.cnls. 

In  my  '.titer  to  }  our  cxcellcnry   the  Mth   liltinio,  I   very 

'jci.  a.  '  «    ' 
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frankly  exposed  to  you  a  literal  transcript  from  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  supreme  executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
you  will  perceive  Creference  being  had  thereto)  the  solemn 
avowal  of  his  pretensions,  and  the  indispensible  obligations 
which  of  consequence  have  devolved  on  me.  In  thar  letter, 
I  emphatically  remarked  to  your  excellency,  "  that  the  ulti- 
mate decision  of  the  competent  authority  had  been  taken, 
that  rny  orders  were  absolute,  and  my  determination  fixed, 
to  assert,  and,  under  God,  to  sustain  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Sabine  river,  against  any  force  which 
may  be  opposed  to  me."  Your  excellency's  transmittal  of 
my  letter  to  the  captain  general,  whose  orders  you  act  under, 
is  a  conclusive  testimony  of  the  friendly  and  humane  motives 
by  which  you  are  actuated ;  but  that  measure  could  neither 
affect  the  pretensions  of  my  government,  nor  impair  the  force 
of  my  instructions. 

Your  excellency  appears  to  lay  much  stress  on  the  letter 
of  the  captain  general  Salcedo  to  governor  Claiborne,  but  as 
that  letter  treats  generally  on  subjects  of  civil  import,  and  as 
my  functions  here  are  merely  military,  it  does  not  fall  within 
my  province  to  take  particular  cognizance  of  it.  I  will  how- 
ever beg  leave  to  observ^e  that  his  excellency's  exposition  of 
the  grounds  on  which  he  asserts  the  Arroya  Honda  to  be  the 
line  of  provincial  demarcation,  carries  with  it  an  air  of  much 
plausibility,  but  being  diametrically  opposed  to  the  sense  and 
expression  of  my  government,  1  cannot  respect  it ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  captain  general's  repulsion  of  the  pretensions  of 
the  United  States,  and  your  protest  against  my  avowed  pur- 
pose to  cross  the  Arroya  Honda  car7-y  nvith  them  a  species  of 
niniuce  and  defiance^  ivliicli  an  indeliendeiit  nation  cannot 
brook.)  and  instead  of  arresting  my  course^  have  a  natural  te?t' 
dencij  to  accelerate  it ;  for  I  am  here  not  to  adjust  princijilesy 
but  to  execute  orders. 

Approximated  as  I  find  myself  to  the  threshold  of  hostili- 
ties, it  is  a  source  of  happines  to  me,  that  I  should  be  opj;o- 
sed  by  a  gentlemen  of  your  excellency's  experience,  capacity, 
and  liberal  spirit;  because  it  inspires  the  hope,  that  an  accord 
of  dispositions  may  produce  mutual  concessions  to  spare  the 
suiferings  of  humanity,  i.nd  preserve  the  peace  of  our  res- 
pective nations  on  honorable  terms. 

Your  excellency  is  sensible  of  the  extreme  delicacy,  with 
which  a  military  man  may  exercise  his  discretion  when 
shackled  by  specific  orders,  yet  such  instances  have  occurred 
even  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  must  frequently  be  necessary 
when  operations  are  at  issue  a  thousand  miles  from  the  sour- 
ces of  authority.    Believing  that  the  controversy  in  which  wc 
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are  cnj^apcd,  presents  a  case  precisely  in  point,  T  am  Avill- 
hi^  to  ris([ue  tlic  approbation  otiny  government,  to  perpetu- 
ate the  tranquillity orthcs(Hnlir)spitahle  wilils,  where,  wavinjj; 
the  point  of  lioiioi,  the  stilijcct  ol  contest  is  scarcely  woitli 
the  hlood  of  one  l)rave  man. 

Permit  me  then  in  the  ti  lie  spirit  of  conciliation,  to  pro- 
pose to  your  excellency  without  \i<  lilinic  a  pretension,  cedinp; 
aright,  or  interleriiH;- with  the  discussions  which  Ix-lonfMo 
our  superi(jrs  ;  to  restore,  the  "  statu  *pio"  at  the  clelivery  ol 
the  |)ro\ince  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  by  tlic  with- 
drawal (dour  tro(»ps  iVotn  the  poitits  they  at  present  occui)y, 
to  the  posts  of  Nacoi;doclies  and  Natchitoches  respeclivcdy. 
Your  excellency's  assent  to  this  i)roposition  shall  lie  conclu- 
sive on  my  conduct,  and  I  will  contmencc  my  retroujradc  on 
the  same  day  you  may  break  up  ymu'  camp  on  the  ri;;ht  bank 
ol  the  Saljine,  imder  the  joint  stipulation  tluit  the  troops  of 
my  comnumd  shall  not  cross  the  Arroya  Honda,  so  long  as 
those  under  your  orders  are  restrained  IVom  passing  the  Sa- 
Ijine,  or  until  we  may  receive  further  instrucuons  from  our 
respective  goveriur.ents. 

This  letter  will  be  handed  to  your  excellency  by  my  aid-de- 
camp Walter  IJiirling,  I-Vsq.  a  citizen  and  soldier  of  high  re- 
spectability, w  ho  will  receive  your  answer  to  this  address. 

1  i)ray  (iod  to  keep  your  excellency  in  his  holy  protection, 
M\  hundred  years. 

(Signed)  JA:   WILKINSON. 

/fi.f  rvcellntcij  .'Inlonio  Cordrro,  commander  in  chief 

'f  the  troo/18  o/S/iain,  on   the  nvcstern  frontier  of 
he  /irovincc  of  Tcxhas. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  copy  of  a  letter  was  trans- 
mitted otucially  to  the  war  olVice. 

JOHN   SMITH,  C.  C. 


(Xo.  58.  a.) 
(COPY.) 
Head  Quarters, 

Cami-  PoTREKO,   October  W!h,    1806. 

SIR, 

I  wrote  your  excellency  yesterday  morning  by  myaid- 
dc-canip  Burling,  and  in  the  evening  had  the  honor  to  receive; 
by  the  hands  of  captain  Desada  of  your  piovincial  corps,  a 
letter  fronv  his  excellency  the  captr.in  general  Salcedo,  of  the 
r:3th  instant,  in  which  hc'recognizes  the  receipt  of  that  which 
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I  addressed  you  on  tlie  24th  ultimo,  but  barely  makes  refer- 
ence to  the  letter  which  he  had  written  to  governor  Claiborne 
on  the  18th,  without  responding  to  a  single  proposition  made 
by  me. 

I  therefore  will  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  excellency's  par- 
ticular consideration  my  letter  of  yesterday,  in  the  hope  that 
no  impediment  may  be  opposed  to  the  amicable  propositions 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  offer  you.  This  proposition 
agreed  to,  I  shall  immediately  lead  the  main  body  of  my 
troops  into  winter  quarters  at  New  Orleans. 

■Wishing  your  excellency  the  protection  of  heaven,  and  a 
long  life  of  fame  and  happiness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  profound  respect, 
Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JA:  WILKINSON. 

Nis  exccllen<:y  Antonio  Cordero,  commander  in  chief 
ofthetrooJisofSliain,  in  the  kv; stern  frontier  of 
the  province  of  Tex  has. 

I  certify  that  the  within  copy  of  a  letter  was  transmitted 
officially  to  the  war  office. 

JOHN  SMITH,  C.  C. 


(No.  59. J 

GuAsoquiLLA,  I2th  October,  1306. 
SIR, 

THE  colonel  Don  Antonio  Cordero,  govenor  of  the 
province  of  Texas,  has  transmitted  to  me  your  original  let- 
ter of  th3  24th  of  September  last,  containing  the  reasons 
which,  in  your  opinion  would  prevent  all  hostile  proceedings 
between  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  the 
king  my  master,  if  the  latter  withdraw  themselves  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  Sabine  ;  your  excellency  erroneous- 
ly supposing,  that  the  lands  tiny  have  occupied  from  the  said 
Xivev  to  the  Arroya  Honda  belong  to  the  province  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  consequently  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

On  the  18th  of  September  I  wrote  to  the  governor  of  Lou- 
isiana, Mr  William  C.  Claiborne,  upon  the  same  business, 
having  present  the  letter  that  I  directed  to  the  command- 
ant of  the  forces  of  the  frontier,  lieutenant  colonel  Don 
Simon  de  Herrera,  in  terms  from  which  your  excellency 
may  discover  that  the  letter  must  already  have  been  receiv- 
ed. And  this  being  all  the  answer  that  the  letter  of  your 
excellency  requires,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  doubt  but  that  its 
perusal  will  convince  you  that  my  reasons  carniot  be  more 
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consistent,  or  thut  in  justice  I  ouj^lit  to  oblige  myself  to  pro- 
ceed moro  opportunely  in  the  picsent  tiicunisiantcs,  and  ac- 
tual slate  ol  aiVairs.  Actuatctl  l)y  this  nioiivc,  1  In  t;  leave  to 
olTcr  my  respcc  ts  to  your  excellency,  and  pray  (iud  to  pre- 
serve your  lilc  lor  many  years. 

(Signed)  N1:MESI()  SALCKUO. 

flis  exccHencti  Scnor  Dru  Jamrs  M'Ukinsoii. 


fNo.  a). J 

NaCOCDOCIII.s,  l.s/  Xovcnthrry  ISOf.. 
SIR, 

SIXCE  ycstcrd.iy  I  have  Iicrc  had  the  lienor  of  receiving 
the  two  lettcrr»  of  your  excellency.  That  of  the  3()lh  ultwaslhc 
first  that  came  to  my  hand,  whicli  your  excellency  delivered 
to  ca[)l..iin  Sada  ;  after  which  I  received  another  of  the  29th 
of  same  month,  whicli  has  been  delivered  to  mc  this  day,  by 
your  aiil-dc-camp  —  Burling  Esq.  a  citizen  and  soldier  of 
high  nspcri  in    your  troops. 

The  contents  of  both  embrace  points  of  the  highest  con- 
sideration, and  reciprocal  benefit  to  two  nations,  whose  chiefs 
now  treat,  and  agree  on  their  respective  interests,  with  the 
mobt  perfect  understanding.  Your  excellency  guided  by 
the  same  principles  has  proposed  measures  of  conciliation 
in  the  extraordinary  movements  upon  this  frontier;  having 
the  goodness  lo  direct  them  to  me,  as  to  an  authority  com- 
petent to  act  in  the  present  case  ;  but  permit  me  to  exhil)it 
<lp  your  excellency,  the  dilTerencc  between  your  excellency, 
an  authorised  general  in  chief,  who  determines  and  executes, 
and  me,  a  delegate  who  obeys:  that  the  stipulation  of  a  chief 
of  ti'iC  rank  of  your  excellency,  recjuires  the  concurrence  of 
another  of  erjUal  rank,  in  order  to  be  sanctioned  and  have  due 
validity;  and  th.at,  in  the  singular  aspect  which  the  present 
delicate  sitiK'.lion  of  this  frontier  presents,  apart  from  tlic 
tranquillity  of  peace,  and  without  any  formality  whatever,  or 
the  least  anticipation  of  war;  the  conduct  of  a  subaltern  chief 
like  me,  to  embrace  any  other  part  than  that  which  is  pre - 
•^cvibcd  to  him  by  blind  obedience,  would  be  highly  pre- 
sumptuous. 

Tills  therefore  obliges  me  to  direct  both  documents  to  my 
general,  and  to  wait  their  result.  I  wish  in  the  interim  that 
your  excellency,  persuaded  of  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  and 
guided  by  the  rectitude  of  those  by  which  you  arc  animated, 
L  nd  the  great  talents  of  which  you  are  possessed,  will  as 
master  of  your  own  powers,  adopt  for  thr  operations  of  vour 
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troops  a  decorous  measure,  that  may  avoid  whatever  might 
tend  to  a  breach  between  the  two  powers  who  are  averse  to 
it,  and  whom  heretofore  the  most  perfect  harmony  has  hap- 
pily united.  I  hope  at  the  same  time,  that  your  excellency 
Avill  banish  the  idea  of  a  menace  which  you  have  attributed  to 
some  expressions  in  my  official  communications,  and  ascribe 
them  to  the  true  spirit  by  which  I  am  governed,  and  which 
will  be  inseparable  from  me,  in  discharging  to  iheir  full  ex- 
tent, the  duties  of  my  career  on  the  militdry  theatre,  sin- 
cerely confessing  that  I  shall  hold  it  a  great  honor,  to  receive 
lessons  from  your  excellency  as  a  worthy  master  of  the  art. 

I  pray  to  God  to  prosper  the  life  of  your  excellency  many 
years,  having  the  honor  to  reiterate  myself, 
Excellent  sir. 

Your  most  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ANTONIO  CORDERO. 

His  excellency  snior  James  Wilkinson,,  general  in  chief 

of  the  anny  o^  the  United  States  of  America. 


(Ao.  61. 

Head  quarters  of  t lie  troops  of  the  United  States 
camfi,  en  the  I  ft  bank  of  the  Sahine  river. 
.November  4:th^    1806. 
SIR, 

THE  conciliatory  aspect  of  the  letter  which  I  last 
evening  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  excellency,  by 
the  hands  of  my  aid-de-camp,  Mr.  Burling,  and  the  paciljc 
dispositions  uniformly  manifested  in  your  correspondence 
with  me,  having  removed  all  suspicions  fronimy  mind  of  me- 
ditated hostility  on  the  part  of  Spain  against  the  United  States, 
after  fulfilling  my  ordei's,  by  the  assertion  of  the  jurisdiction 
claimed  by  those  states,  1  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  demon- 
strate by  some  act  of' unequivocal  import,  the  amicable  spirit 
reciprocated  by  my  government,  tou^ards  that  which  yoti 
have  the  honor  to  serve. 

1  therefore  think  proper  to  apprize  your  excellency  of  my 
purpose,  to  break  upmy  camp  at  this  place  in  a  day  or  two,  and 
to  withdraw  the  troops  of  my  command  to  Natchitoches,  in 
the  firm  persuasion  that  the  orders  which  have  been  issued 
to  interdict  the  troops  under  your  excellency's  command 
from  passing  the  river,  may  be  continued  in  force,  and  strict- 
ly observed,  during  the  negotiations  nov/  at  issue  ;  because  a 
contrary  conduct  must  be  received  by  the  executive  of  the 
United  States  as  an  act  of  hostility. 
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I  take  my  leave  of  you  sir,  with  the  assvnancc  of  my  hipjh 
rcspc(  I  for  your  personal  cliur.iitcr,  and  u>y  prayers  lo  ihc 
alnii^vlity  to  kci-p  you  in  hib  holy  protection  many  ycais, 

(Signed)  JA:    WILKINSON. 

las  excellency  jlntonio  Cordei-o,  commandrr  in  chief 
of  the  troofiH  of  Spain,  in  (he  •western  frontier  ff 
the  /irovince  of  Texhas. 

I  certify  tl>at  tlic  within  tcii)y  of  a  letter  was  transmitleJ 
nlficially  to  the  wuroHice. 

JOHN  SMITH,  C.C. 


{So.  62.) 

Kncain/imcnf  on  the  Sabiiie, 

.Yovcmber  5th,    1  806. 
SIR, 

I.ir.UTKNANT  Hughes,  your  excellency's  aid-dc- 
t;anip,  placed  yesterday  in  my  possession  your  acceptable  let- 
ter of  tlie  same  day,  toi'ether  with  another  ior  colonel  Anto- 
nio Cordcro.  Your  excellency  having  the  goodness  to  trans- 
mit mc  at  the  same  tinie  a  copy  of  its  contents,  relative  to  your, 
resolution  to  return  with  the  troops  under  your  command  to 
your  head  (|Ua:iers  at  Natchitoches,  and  proposing  that, 
whilst  they  wore  adjusting  between  Spain  and  the  United 
Stales,  il.e  difit  rcnces  subsisting  with  respect  lo  the  preten- 
sions to  the  territory  as  far  as  tiie  river  Sabine,  the  troops 
of  his  majesty  should  not  pass  that  river,  and  also  that  thosp 
of  the  United  States  should  not  cross  the  Hondo  branch. 

Your  exceilt-ncy  clcariy  manifests,  by  tJiis  operation,  your 
pacifu:  wishes,  to  preserve  the  recipnjcal  good  harmony 
which  ought  to  exist  between  tiic  two  nations  This  pro- 
recdiiig  obliges  me  to  retire  likewise  to  Nacogdoclics  wilh 
those  iroops  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  leaving  only  at 
I  his  post  a  small  detachment,  such  as  there  always  has  been, 
which  will  receive  orders  not  to  pass  the  river. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  in  future  on  this  point,  antl 
some  others  v.  iiich  may  occur,  no  cause  lo  create  the  L'as; 
displeasure,  the  assistant  inspector  Don  l-'rancisco  V'iana, 
second  in  command,  will  j)ass  over  to  treat  with  your  cxccl- 
Ivucy,  and  on  his  return  I  will  transmit  your  excellency'^ 
letter  to  colonel  Antoiuo  Cordcro. 
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I  avarl  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  my  respects  td  ydur 
excellency,  praying  God  to  preserve  your  life  for  many 
years. 

(Signed)  SIMON  HERRARA. 

P.  S.  At  day  break  to-morrow  (the  6th  instant)  I  shall 
leave  this  camp  with  the  first  division  of  the  troops  under  my 
command,  of  which  I  advise  your  excellency  for  the  purpose 
of  information. 

HERRARA. 
Ifis  excellency  James  tVilkinson. 


CNo.  63  J 

Natchitoches,  August  5t}i,   1806. 
SIR, 

IT  has  been  reported  to  me  for  several  days  past,  that  a 
large  body  of  the  troops  of  the  king  of  Spain  had  assembled 
near  the  Sabine,  and  were  about  to  cross  that  river;  and  I 
am  just  informed  that  this  body  has  crossed  the  said  river,  and 
taken  post  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  It  has 
therefore  become  my  duty  to  address  you  on  this  subject, 
to  demand  an  explicit  avowal  of  the  object  of  this  movement, 
to  insist  on  this  body  of  troops  being  immediately  withdrav/n, 
and  to  warn  you  of  the  consequences  which  may  result  from 
its  continuance  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  king  of  Spain,  arc  at  this  moment  negotiating  on  the 
subject  of  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  ;  and  there  cannot  be 
a  doubt,  but  an  amicable  adjustment  of  existing  differences 
will  soon  take  place. 

Tlie  reinforcements  which  have  lately  reached  this  post, 
are  only  intended  as  a  security  to  the  territory  actually  s.ur- 
rendered  to  us,  and  which  wc  consider  as  extending  to  the 
Sabine.  There  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  commit  hostilities  on  the  troops  or  possessions  of 
Spain  :  but  we  cannot  suffer  aggrcssionson  our  territory,  and 
should  you  persist  in  making  them,  you  willbe  justly  charge- 
able with  all  the  consequences  which  such  conduct  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce.  I  have  only  to  add,  that,  if  you  should 
think  proper  to  remove  the  Sjianish  troops  to  the  west  side 
of  the  Sabine,  and  continue  tlieni  there,  no  attempt  will  be 
made  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  interrupt  tliat  fiicnd- 
bhipand  harmony  which  ought  to  subsist  between  neighbour- 
ing nations  :  but  if  you  should  attempt  to  continue  these 
troops  within  the  territory  of  the  United  Slates,  after  t!iis 
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^xpli■cit  and  Jriendly  Avuriiinp,  it  \\  ill  be  my  duly  to  consider 
you  as  an  invader  ot  our  territory,  and  to  .ict  iiccor(.in>^ly. 

'I'liis  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  major  Moses  Porter, 
of  the  anillerists  ol  the  United  btales,  who  will  wait  a  rea- 
sonable time  lor  your  reply,  which,  if  convenient,  1  liopc 
may  l)c  acconipanieil  by  an  l-^nglish  or  Kiench  translation,  to 
enable  me  to  ascertain  its  contents  with  greater  cert>.inty. 
The  majoi-  will  bealuiuled  by  one  non-commissioned  officer, 
and  one  private  soldier  of  the  army  ol  the  United  Slates. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  tendering  my  best 
wishes  lor  your  health,  happiness  and  honor. 
And  am,  sir, 

With  respectful  consideration, 

Your  ol)cdienl  servant, 
(Sii^ncd)  THOMAS  GUSHING, 

Co/o>irl  cojmtiatulintf  a  detachment  of  tHc 
arnn/  "fthc  United  States. 
To  colonel  Hrrrnra,  or  o^ccr  commaiuliir^  the  troofis 
•/the  king  oj'  Spain  ^  on  the  eitrt  aide  of  the  Sabine. 


{.\o.  64.) 
Abitacion  de  Mk.  Prudon,  G^  dc  Jgosto^  dc  18O0. 
SEN  OK, 

MUY  senor  mio  dc  todo  mi  rcspecto:  contcsto  la  tic 
V.  S.  del  dia  dc  ayer  que  en  este  parafe  me  ha  entrcyado 
Moses  Porter,  mayer  dc  ariillcria  de  las  tropasdelos  Estados 
Hunidos. 

Es  positibo  >;ne  he  paiado  el  Rio  de  las  Sabinas  con  un 
c*ierpo  dc  tropas  del  rev  mi  scnor,  con  ordenes  del  cap. 
general  de  (|ui  en  dcp'^ndo,  de  iisguaidar  este  territorio  dc 
Uida  Osiilidad  como  pe r'cneciente  des  de  tiempo  immemo- 
ri.tl  al  rey,  y  sitmpre  dependicnic  del  govieuio  dc  la  Pro- 
vincia  dc  Texas,  pues  aun  »*n  la  ac  tualidud  los  abiiantes  de  el 
son  y  sobstienen  la  ohedicncij  de  mi  t^ovierno;  no  obstante 
la  biolcnciaquc  las  tropi.s'de  los  Estados  Hunidos  comelieron 
sobre  un  pecjucno  (ks  tacamento  del  rey. 

Des  de  lues^o  soy  V  me  eon-ttifayf  rcsponsable  al  cumplc- 
miento  dc  las  ordenes  cpie  me  f^ob'crnan,  y  son  de  no  itiicr- 
rumper  ni  que  brantar  par  pretesio  ali3,uno  labucnahai  monia 
ijue  hay  entre  S.  M  y  los  Estados  Hunidos;  pero  no  pcrmi- 
tirc  sin  cumplir  con  m\  oblijracion  se  le  dcfiandc  el  tcrrcno 
tjue  posce.  Si  V.  S.  lo  que  brantasc  sera  el  unico  rcsponsa- 
ble a  las  dos  Cortes.  Intcrrumpira  los  combenios  amistosos 
que  puedan  estarse  tiatando  de  que  no  tcngo  conocimient9 
alguno. 

\0l.  it.  9 


66  APPENDIX. 

No  remito  a  V.  S.  la  translacion  de  este  en  el  Idioma 
Frances,  o  Ingles,  por  que  no  tengo  persona  de  qui  en  la 
lerme  capar  de  acerlo  con  la  pureza  que  corresponde  en 
asumpto  de  tun'ta  grabedad. 

Ecelebrado  esta  ocasion  per  la  satisfaccion  que  me  propor- 
ciond  de  ofrecermo  a  V.  S.  para  que  me  emplee  en  su  ob- 
sequio. 

B.  Mo.  A.  V.  S.  suto.  sego.  sorvdr. 
(Signed)  SIMON  DE  HERRARA. 

Seno}'  coronet  D.  Tomas  Cushuig,  commanda7ite 

de  un  destacamto.  del  exercito  de  los  Estados 

Hunidca, 


rXo.  65. J 

Natchitoches,  August  26th,  1806. 
SIR, 

ON  my  arrival  at  this  post,  I  learned  with  certainty,  that 
a  considerable  Spanish  force  had  crossed  the  Sabine,  and  ad- 
vanced within  the  territory  claimed  by  the  United  States. 

It  was  hoped,  sir,  that  pending  the  negotiations  between 
our  respective  governments  for  an  amicable  adjustment  of 
the  limits  of  Louisiana,  that  no  additional  settlements  would 
be  formed,  or  new  military  positions  assumed  by  either 
power,  within  the  disputed  territory ;  a  policy  which  a  conci- 
liatory disposition  would  have  suggested,  and  justice  sanc- 
tioned ; — but  since  a  contrary  conduct  has  been  observed  on 
the  par^  of  certain  officers  of  his  catholic  majesty,  they  alone 
will  be  £.nswero.ble  for  the  consequences  which  may  ensue. 

The  above  proceedincr,  sir,  is  not  the  only  evidence  of  an 
unfriendly  disposition  which  certain  officers  of  Spain  have 
afforded.  I  have  to  complain  of  the  outrage  lately  commit- 
ted by  a  detachment  of  Spanish  troops  acting  under  your  in- 
structions, towards  Mr,  Freeman  and  his  party,  who  were 
ascending  the  Red  River  under  the  orders  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Freeman  and  his  associates  were 
navigating  waters  which  pass  through  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States ;  they  were  navigating  a  river  on  which 
the  French  had  formerly  made  settlements  far  beyond  the 
place  where  they  were  arrested  ;  a  fact  of  great  notoriety, 
and  in  support  of  which,  the  testimony  of  several  citizens  re- 
siding: at  and  near  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  can  be  adduced. 
But  nevertheless,  Mr.  Freeinan  and  his  party  were  assailed 
by  a  battallion  of  Spanish  troops  and  commanded  to  return  ;  a 
proceeding  the  more  exceptionable,  since  the  objects  of  Mr. 
Freeman  were  merely  scientific,  having  in  view  nothing  hos- 
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tile  to  Spain  :  ohjecls  uhich  were  long  since  communicated 
by  mc  to  his  cxccllciiry  the  nvai-ijuis  of  CasaCalvo.and  wliich 
ihroiij^h  him,  1  piesunif,  nuisi  have  been  niuduiiuoiMi  U)  the 
g;overnor  f^tiiLral  of  the  pioxiiu  «.•  of  Texas. 

This  detachment  of  Sj)ani:^h  troops,  whose  nu>ven»enls  I 
leal  n,  arc  diie(  led  hy  your  cxrellei\<;y.  <rKl«  on  their  iiiarci), 
commit  aiiolluM- ()iitraj;e  towards  the  United  States,  and  of 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  ask  an  explanation.  In  the  Caddo  na- 
tion of  Indians,  the  flu};  of  the  United  Stales  was  displayed, 
and  commanded  from  the  thief  and  warriors,  all  the  respect- 
ful veneration  to  wliich  it  is  entitled  ;  but  yovir  troops  are 
stated  to  have  cut  down  the  slalfun  which,  the  pa\iiion  waved, 
and  to  have  meM.ued  the  jieace  and  safely  of  the  Cadclos, 
shouhl  they  coniinuc  their  respect  for  the  American  govern- 
ment, or  their  friendly  intercourse  with  the  eiti/cns  of  the 
United  States. 

I  cxiH-ricncc  the  more  difficulty  in  accounting  for  this 
transaction,  since  it  cannot  be  unknown  to  your  excellency, 
tltat  while  Louisiana  appertained  to  France,  that  the  Caddo 
Indians  were  imdcr  the  protection  of  the  iMcnth  j>;overn- 
Tnent,  and  that  a  French  !::arrison  was  actually  esiablishcd  in 
one  of  their  villages.  Ilcnce  it  follows,  sir,  tiiat  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  to  the  United  Stales,  "with  the  same  extent 
which  it  had  when  France  jjosscsscd  it,"  is  sufTicient  aulho- 
lily  for  the  display  of  the  American  flaf^  in  the  Caddo  villajz;e, 
and  that  the  disrespect  which  that  flag  has  experienced,  sub- 
jects your  excellency  to  a  serious  responsibility. 

I  am  unwilling  to  render  this  communication  unnecessarily 
lent^tby,  but  1  must  .'onij>lain  ol  ai. other  outrage,  which  has 
been  committed  under  the  eyes  of  your  excellency.  Three 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  the  names  of  Siiaw,  Irvin, 
and  Brewster,  were  seized  by  Spanish  soldiers,  within  twelve 
miles  of  Natchitoches,  and  have  been  sent  prisoneis  to  Na- 
cogdoches. I  cannot  suppose  that  this  proceeding  is  un- 
known to  your  excellency,  and  I  should  be  wanting  in  duty, 
did  I  not  avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion,  to  demand 
information  as  to  the  cause  of  their  arrest  and  detention. 

There  is  still  another  subject  on  which  I  viiust  r.ddress 
your  excellency :  it  is  reported  to  me  that  several  slaves,  the 
]iropcrly  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  have  lately  escaped 
from  the  service  of  their  masters,  and  sought  and  found  an 
^isylum  at  Nacogdoches.  1  have  seen  the  correspondence 
between  your  excellency  and  jvulge  Turner  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  learn  your  determination  to  av.ait  the  order  of  the 
governor  general  of  the  province  of  Texas;  I  will  forbear, 
therefore,  for  tlic  present,  to  press  their  immediate  delivery 
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to  the  ovder  of  their  masters,  but  I  must  urge  your  excellent 
ry  to  discourage  for  the  future,  the  escape  ol  slaves  from 
this  to  your  territory,  and  1  request,  chat  such  as  may  repair 
to  the  bounds  of  your  command,  n)i'.y  be  forthwith  returned. 
Your  excellency  v.ill  readily  perceive  the  cause  of  my  solici- 
tude on  this  subject.  If  tugitive  slaves  are  to  receive  the 
protection  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  the  property  of  the 
citizens  of  this  territory  is  indeed  insecure,  and  a  good  under- 
standing between  our  two  governmentsought  not,  and  caniiot 
be  preserved.  During  the  last  year,  I  had  a  correspondence 
with  his  excellency  the  marquis  of  CasaCalvo  (who  was  tiu  n 
at  New-Orleans)  relative  to  some  negroes  who  had  escaped 
to  Nacogdoches,  and  in  consecjucnce  of  the  inierfercnce  of 
the  manpiis,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  they  were  restored.  I 
was  since  officially  informed  by  the  marquis,  that  his  conduct 
on  that  occasion  was  approved  by  his  catholic  majesty,  and  I 
consequentlv  concluded  that  the  mischief  was  at  an  end. 

It  cai.not,  1  presume,  be  unknown  to  the  officers  of  his  ca- 
tholic majesty,  that  ministers  from  the  United  Slates  have 
repaired  to  Spain  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  amicably  adjutt'^ 
ing  the  existing  differences;  I  should  greatly  regiet,  there- 
fore, if  any  occurrences  in  this  quarter  should  prevent  that 
amicable  arrangement  which  ihe  interest  of  each  nation 
would  advise.  But  if  the  office;  s  of  Spain  should  persist  in 
their  acts  of  aggression,  your  excellency  w  ill  readily  antici- 
pate the  consequences;  and  if  the  swora  must  be  drawn,  let 
those  be  responsible  whose  uulriendly  conauct  has  rendered 
it  indispensible. 

Col.  Henry  Hopkins,  the  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  o£ 
this  territory,  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  to  yoai  excellen- 
cy this  communication,  and  to  await  your  answer. 

I  tender  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  great  re- 
spect and  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 

His  excellency  governor  Herrara^  or  the  officer 
commanding  a  detachment  of  Sfianish  troofis^ 
(It  or  near  the  settlement  of  Bayou  Fierre. 
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Spanish  Camp,  August  28M,  1806. 
SIR, 

THE  troops  of  the  king,  my  master,  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  command,  on  this  side  of  the  Sabine,  have  no  other 
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object  but  to  maintain  Rood  luinnony  between  the  United 
States  ;ind  his  majesty,  and  to  preserve  inviolate  the  territo- 
ry which  bclonjj;^  to  him. 

Major  I'neMiaii  was  navij^ating  the  Red  River  on  t'i;\»  part 
of  tlic  territory  wlii<  h  never  belonj^i-d  to  llic  prtniiuc  ol" 
Louisiana,  now  appertiviniiii;  to  llie  I  niied  Slates:  foi  wl.icli 
rcttson  he  was  notified  by  tlic  comniaiulant  of  the  troops  to 
retroi^jradc  as  far  back  as  tlie  country  that  <lid  belonpto  llicin. 
I  a};rce  with  your  excellency,  that  all  the  territory  \vhi(  h  his 
caiiuflic  majt!Sty  ceded  to  Irancc.  belongs  to  the  L  niicd 
^•>fes;  l»u'  the  Caddo  Indi.ins  are  not  on  that  lanfl,  but  it  a 
prcat  distance  from  it,  and  live  now  on  the  territory  of  Spain  : 
f  !•  which  reason  it  wlis  i.uuficfl  to  them,  tliat  il  they  chose  to 
live  »nukr  the  v^overnmcni  ol  the  United  Stales,  they  must 
|;()  to  ttie  tcn-iiory  under  their  jurisdiction  ;  but  if  they  de- 
sired to  remain  wl>trc  theytlicn  were,  it  was  required  of 
then*  to  tnke  down  the  American  ilaci;.  Tlicy  consenied  not 
to  abandon  their  vilhi^c  ;  but  i)einv;  more  tardy  than  was  con- 
reived  they  mijrht  have  beci-..  in  pulling  down  the  flag,  they 
(the  Sp  uii.'.rtls)  were  oblii,ed  to  do  il  by  force. 

The  ieas<,p.  why  1  detained  l!ic  three  citizens  of  the  Uniud 
Slates,  wa^  because  they  were  found  twice,  and  on  oifTercnt 
davs,  observing  our  positions  and  movements,  and  three  se- 
veral times  tliat  I  ciucsiioned  ihein,  1  observed  they  did  not 
agree  as  lo  the  motives  of  their  visiling  this  place  ;  liut  finally 
one  of  them  told  me,  that  they  wished  lo  establish  tl.embclves 
-under  the  ^'overniiicnl  of  the  king,  at  St.  Anioine  ;  which  de- 
termined me  to  send  them  to  the  governor  of  the  province 
with  an  escort,  as  well  on  account  of  the  distance  of  the  road, 
as  for  having  rendered  ihcmseives  suspected  persons.  Tlic 
detention  of  the  runaway  negroes  of  Louisiana,  at  Nacog- 
doches, is  an  atV..ir  now  in  suspense  before  the  captain  gene- 
ral of  this  province,  wno  likewise  will  have  knowledge  of  the 
motives  why  those  were  sent  back  whom  your  excellent:/ 
cited.  And  for  the  better  security  of  the  matter,  I  shall  send 
your  letter  which  I  received  by  colonel  Hopkins,  and  wno 
likewis'.  will  be  the  bearer  of  this. 

The  troiips  of  the  king,  neither  from  disposition  nor  cha- 
i-acter,  wiil  ever  co-operate  directly  or  indirectly  in  encou- 
raging the  eir.igiation  of  negro  slaves.  For  my  part,  I  assure 
your  excellency  that  tliose  I  command  will  commit  no  hostility 
which  can  fnistrate  the  negoiia'.ioi:^  winch  a;  e  now  pending  be- 
tween our  courts  ;  but  if  i  am  pro%  ol.ef'  to  it,  I  shall  (  ndeavor 
to  preserve  the  honorof  my  troops  ana  to  tuiti*  tut  obligations 
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■with  which  I  am  invested  ;  a  duty  which  my  character,  auci 
that  of  my  subaiterns  demands. 

I  avail  rnyseii  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  your  e^icellency 
my  respect  and.ccnsideration. 

(Signed)  SIMON  DE  HERRARA. 

To  his  txcellency  governor  William  C,  C.  Ciaiborne, 


fNo.  ^I.J 

FoHT  Adams,  September  12///,  1806. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.  which 
requires  no  specific  reply. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  you  are  without  a  moment's  delay, 
to  dispuch  for  Natchitoches  in  the  most  expeditious  and 
leaK.t  expensive  manner,  all  the  swords  and  pistols  which 
have  arrived  at  New-Orleans  for  puhlic  service,  with  tents 
for  1200  men,  completely  officered,  if  you  have  as  many  in 
your  possession.  If  you  have  a  marque,  I  beo;  it  may  be  sent 
up  for  my  use.  It  is  of  high  im.portuiice  the  most  vigorous 
exertion  should  be  made  in  this  instance,  and  I  think  tne  su- 
perintendency  should  be  confided  to  an  officer  of  approved 
industry. 

The  secretary  of  war  has  informed  me,  three  luonths 
since,  that  nine  gun-boats  were  ordered  to  the  Mississippi, 
for  the  defence  of  that  river  and  coast.  If  my  arrangements 
for  tiie  proiectionary  defence  of  the  country,  are  to  be  extend- 
ed to  our  flotilla,  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  three  of  thicse 
boats  to  enter  Lake  Pontchairtrain,  and  to  guard  all  the 
inlets  into  that  lake,  which  will  effectually  prevent  any  hostile 
approach  from  that  quarter. 

It  is  my  opinion  you  should  push  the  repair  of  Fort  St. 
Philip,  and  put  it  in  as  formidable  a  position  as  possible  ;  but 
with  regard  to  tlie  block  house,  you  must  suspend  your  ope- 
rations until  you  sec  or  hear  further  from  me.  The  Pasca- 
gola  will  not  afford  even  a  devious  route  to  the  Tombigby  ; 
four  feet  water  is  barely  carried  over  the  bar,  and  you  have 
then  a  rapid  current  for  more  than  an  hundred  miles,  and 
at  last  fiad  a  landing  in  a  wilderness  far  removed  from  the 
Tombigby. 

I  am  proceeding  post  to  Natchitoches,  from  whence 
"  entre  nous"  we  shall  march  once  more  against  our  enemy, 
should  colonel  Herrara  refuse  my  mandate  to  return  to  the 
westward  of  the  Sabine  ;  and  if  the  Spaniard  possesses  a  drop 
of  true  Castilian  blood,  he  will  not  recede  from  his  avowed 
©rders  and  solemn  determination.     If  in  your  power,  I  wish 
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vou  to  send  sixty  Select  inen  with  tlirre  of  your  best  ofliccrs, 
to  Point  Coajjcf,  under  the  ostensible  ideu  of  their  beiii;-;  or- 
dered to  Natchitot  hcs,  and  instruct  the  coniniandant  to  liold 
liimsellin  c-oi\sl;uU  readiness  tor  an  cnlerprizc. 

II  tliis  party  should  reacli  I'oint  (!oiipcc  by  the  SUh  inst. 
it  will  be  in  season.  B»it  the  real  dvsit^n  must  be  held  in 
prolound  reserve.  Ui  !;e  the  eontraetor's  of^cnt  to  throw 
Hour  into  I'ort  Stoddart  ;  \\v  siudi  have  ocrasioii  there  lor 
500  rations  per  day,  should  hostilities  commence  in  this 
quarter. 

The  officer  mvist  have  no  hint  ol"  the  contents  of  this  let- 
ter;  let  him  be  ready,  and  hold  his  tongue,  that's  all.      Send 
lorwartl  the  hospital  stores   and   medicine  for  this  place  to 
Natchitoches.     The  troops  arc  dyint;;  for  them. 
With  respect,  T  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant. 

J  A:    VILRIXSON. 

N.  B.  Should  the  Spaniards  do  as  I  desire,  I  will  be  with 
you  in  ten  or  twelve  days. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Frcemati, 
conimanUin^  aC  jVciv-Orlcans. 


fXo.  GSJ 

N.\  TCHiTOcnEs,   Ociober  \-2fh,  ISOfi. 
SIH, 

I  ARRIVED  here  on  the  22d,  and  dispatched  a  letter 
by  colonel  Cushincj  to  p;overnor  Cordcro,  at  Nacogdoches, 
on  the  ~  Uh  ultimo.  The  colonel  v.as  well  received  by  an 
accomplished  gentleman,  and  returned  with  his  answer  late 
on  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant,  in  which  he  barely  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  my  letter,  observing  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the  important  points  on 
whicli  I  had  addressed  him,  but  should  transmit  my  letter  to 
his  superior,  the  captain  general  of  the  j)rovince,  Nemesio 
Salcedo;  and  I  understand  from  him  verbally  that  an  answer 
may  be  expected  about  the  24th  instant. 

On  the  27tn  ultimo,  Hcrrara  raised  his  camp  at  Bayou 
Pierre,  and  his  troops  traversed  the  country  until  they  inter- 
sected the  highway  from  this  place  to  Nacogdoches,  about 
twenty-six  miles  in  my  front ;  which  they  pursued  to  the  Sa- 
bine River,  and  crossed  it  on  the  50lh  at  the  lower  lord, 
where  tiiey  took  post  and  were  yesterday  encamped,  under 
his  immediate  command. 
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The  temperate  style  of  governor  Cordero's  answer,  hi? 
reference  of  my  letter  to  the  captain  general,  the  retrograde 
of  his  troops  and  the  knowledge  I  have  acquired  of  his  actual 
force,  detf-rmined  iBe  to  remand  the  mihtiA  of  this  and  the 
adjacent  territory,  except  about  one  hundred  dragoons  and 
mounted  gun-men ;  but  as  he  stands  on  the  verge  ot  our 
limits  in  military  array,  patroles  our  territory  daily,  and  has 
not  retracted  the  pretensions  avov/ed  by  governor  Herrara, 
or  acknowledged  our  jurisdiction;  I  have  warned  him  that 
I  shall  in  a  few  days  (the  moment  the  necessary  preparations 
can  be  accomplished^!  .idvunce  to  the  Sabine,  with  no  hostile 
intentions  against  the  troops  or  realms  of  Spain,  but  to  assert 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

I  feel  that  this  demonstration  is  essential  to  the  vindioation 
of  our  national  honor,  and  the  assertion  of  our  rights  ;  and  it 
will  certainly  test  the  pride,  spirit,  and  pretensions  of  our  op- 
ponents. It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  what  may  be  the  result, 
but  if  the  territory  is  not  ceded  by  treaty,  the  Dons,  ufter 
■what  has  passed,  must  either  contend  for  it  or  be  disgraced 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world;  and  my  own  conduct  will  be  regu- 
lated entirely  by  theirs.  I  shall  not  cross  the  Sabine  unless 
they  should  oblige  me  (by  violating  our  territory)  to  drive 
them  over  it,  in  which  case  I  shall  be  governed  by  circum- 
stances and  events. 

Your  militia  from  Apalousa  mustered  105,  from  Rapide 
161,  and  Wachita  33,  and  Dr.  Sibley  turned  out  about  40. — 
Y  'U  will  perceive  my  ideas  of  the  spirit  and  force  of  your  set- 
tleixients  were  correct. 

I  have  sent  these  good  citizens  home  with  content ;  have 
applauded  their  patriotism,  and  begged  of  them  to  be  ready 
for  a  future  call  ;  and  I  must  pray  you,  sir,  to  have  the  nvhole 
strength  of  your  tcrritoru  in  as  alert  a  state  as /ijss^ble  ;  be- 
cause, should  the  Spaniards  determine  to  sustain  tlieir  juris- 
diction to  the  Array  o  Hondo,  and  our  negotiations  with  Spain, 
should  either  fail  or  be  unseasonably  protracted,  a  strong 
force  accelerated  on  horseback,  will  be  pressed  forward  to 
this  frontier;  and  although  I  shall  beat  any  thing  they  c:.n 
bring  against  me  immediately,  I  may  not  be  able  to  meet  the 
shock  of  thousands  opposed  to  hundreds. 

I  have  just  received  under  cover  from  governor  Cordero, 
the  enclosed,  with  a  long  answer  from  Saicedo,  in  reply  to 
your  letter  wi  itten  Herrara,  in  which  he  has  discussed  at  large, 
and  with  some  ability,  the  merits  of  the  exceptions  which 
you  took  to  the  conduct  of  his  officers  ;   *  substantially  he  as- 

•  ,4n  hundred  instances  may  be  shewn  ivherc  Wilkinson  afl' 
filics  this  ivord  to  express  '■''in  substance,'* 
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wrts  the  Arrayo  Hondo  to  be  tlie  established  and  notorioug 
IjoitiKluiy  between  Louisiana  and  Texhas  ;  denie^>  our  rijjht 
to  the  country  ol  the  Cados  ;  chari^es  Mr.  lieenian's  expe* 
diijon  with  the  viuhilioii  of  the  riv,lits  of  ruiti^ns  ;  justifies  tlic 
sending  him  biitk;  agrees  to  reiurn  nenioes  on  tlie  ground 
set  forth  by  Cordcro,  and  proposes  to  return  ^haw  and  iiii» 
associates. 

I  sl-.a.l  send  tlic  orij;inal  to  llie  executive  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  transmit  you   a  copy  so  soon  as  it  is  made 

')Ul. 

I  have  received  your  several  letters  from  Appalousa,  and 
!iavc  found  major  Kinfj;  as  he  always  was,  and  col  Thompson 
as  you  desciibe  him.  fiic  disaffection  of seems  in- 
vincible, nor  can  I  make  them  believe  we  shall  advance, 
thoui^h  they  are  daily  spectators  of  our  preparations.  No  aid 
can  be  hud  of  them  voluntarily  ;  for  no  i)rice  will  they  enjLjagc 
to  lead  a  mule  or  drive  an  ox  :  yet  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to 
•work  a  leform,  and  perhaps  the  publication  of  your  corre- 
spondence n\ay  favor  the  effect ;  at  any  r;>te,I  can  see  no  im- 
propriciy  in  tlic  step,  should  you  consider  the  grounds  you 
have  laken  tenable  against  the  cavillers. 

I  expect  to  find  Cordcro  at  the  Sabine,  with  his  collected 
force. — No  matter — should  he  venture over,Iwill  accompany 
him  to  Nac(>i!;doehes,  and  visit  the  Imlljight. 
Health  and  prosperity  attend  you, 

(Signed)  JA:   WILKINSON. 

Hin  cxccUencxj  tfovernor  Claiborne. 


fXo.  69 J 

N.\TCHiTotuEs,   October  20th,  lt06. 
SIR, 

THK  foUowini;  information  appears  to  rest  on  such 
broad  and  explicit  grounds,  as  to  exclude  all  doubt  ot  its  au- 
thenticity. 

A  numerous  and  powerful  association,  extending  from 
New-York  through  the  Western  Stales,  to  the  territory  bor- 
dering on  the  Mississippi,  has  been  lormed  vuth  the  design 
to  levy  and  rendezvous  eight  or  ten  thousand  men  in  New- 
Orleans,  at  a  veiy  near  period  :  and  from  tiience.  with  the 
co-operation  oi  a  naval  armament,  to  carry  an  expedition 
against  Vera  Cruz. 

Agents  from  Mexico,  who  were  in  Tliiladclphia  in  the  be- 
ginning of  August,  are  engaged  in  iIm'  ci;tcr|'rizc.     T'.iesc 
persons  have  given  assurances  that  the  landing  of  the  pro- 
ve/. «.  10 
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posed  expedition,  "will  be  seconded  by  so  general  an  insur- 
rection, as  to  insure  the  subversion  of  the  present  govern- 
ment, and  silence  all  opposition  in  three  or  four  weeks.  A 
body  of  the  associates  is  to  descend  the  Allegany  River,  and 
the  first  general  rendezvous  -will  be  held  near  the  Rapids  of 
rhe  Ohio,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  next  month  ;  from  whence 
this  corps  is  to  proceed  in  light  boats,  with  the  utmost  possi- 
ble velocity  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  under  the  expecta- 
tion of  being  joined  in  their  route,  by  auxiliaries  from  the 
State  of  Tennessee  and  other  quarters. 

It  is  unknown  under  what  authority  this  enterprize  has  beevi 
projected  ;  from  wlience  the  means  of  its  support  are  deri- 
ved, or  v.hat  may  be  the  intentions  of  its  leaders,  in  relation 
to  the  territory  of  Orleans  ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  mari- 
lime  co-operation  will  depend  on  a  British  squadron  from  the 
West-Indies,  under  the  ostensible  command  of  American 
masters. 

Active  influential  characters  have  been  engaged  in  these 
transactions  for  six  or  eight  months  past,  and  their  prepara- 
tions are  reported  to  be  in  such  a  state  of  maturity,  that  it  is 
expected  the  van  will  reach  New-Orleans  in  December, 
where  the  necessary  organization  and  equipment  are  to  be 
completed  with  promptitude,  and  it  is  proposed  that  the  ex- 
pedition should  sail  for  Vera  Cruz  about  the  first  of  February. 

This  information  has  recently  reached  the  reporter  through 
several  channels  so  direct  and  confidential,  that  he  cannot 
doubt  the  facts  set  forth ;  and  therefore,  he  considers  it  his 
duty,  to  make  this  representation  to  the  executive  by  a  cou- 
rier extraordinary,  to  whom  he  has  furnished  five  hundred 
dollars;  being  persu^tded,  should  it  prove  unfounded,  his 
precaution  will  be  justified,  and  that  otherwise,  his  vigilance 
will  be  applauded. 


Thomas  Jefferson^ 

President  of  the  United  States. 
True  copy. 


J  A:  WILKINSON. 


A.  PINKNEY,  Cap 


[Xo.  70.) 
Natchitoches,  October  2\st,  1806. 
(CONFIDENTIAL.) 
SIR, 

WHATEVER  may  be  the  general  impropriety,  I  per- 
suade myself,  that  on  a  subject  irrelative  to  my  oflFicial  obli- 
gations, I  shall  be  excused  for  addressing  you  directly  and 
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confulciuially  ;  l)\it  I  have  another  and  a  more  co-^cnt  reason, 
for  (Icvjatinpj  in  this  instance,  from  the  ordinary  course  of  my 
correspondence.  It  is  possil)lc  the  momentous  occasion  of 
iliis  letter,  and  tlic  vital  importance  attachcil  to  it,  may  liavc 
excited  solicitudes  to  hei^uiic  my  understandrnj^,  and  delude 
my  judjjjmcnt.  and  in  such  case  I  trust  the  intej^rity  of  the 
intention,  will  secure  me  your  confidence  ;  and  that  this  let- 
ter, with  the  communication  it  covers,  may  fmd  their  graves 
in  your  hreast.  l"or  althouj;h  my  information  ajipears  too 
direct  and  circumstantial  to  he  fictitious,  yet  the  magnitude 
of  the  enterprize,  the  desperation  of  the  plan,  and  the  stupen- 
dous consequence  with  which  it  seems  prei^nant,  stagger  my 
hi'lief,  and  excite  doubts  of  the  reality,  against  the  conviction 
of  my  senses  ;  and  it  is  for  this  reason,  1  shall  forbear  to  com- 
mit names,  because  it  is  my  desire  to  avert  a  great  public 
calamity,  and  not  to  mar  a  salutary  design,  or  to  injure  any 
one  undeservedly.  I  have  never,  in  my  whole  life,  found 
myself  under  such  circimistances  of  jierplexity  and  embar- 
i-.issment,  as  at  piescnt,  for  I  am  not  only  uiunformed  of  the 
pi  inie  mover  and  uhimale  objects  of  this  daring  enterprize, 
but  am  ignorant  of  the  foundation  on  vvhiih  it  rests,  of  the 
means  by  which  it  is  to  be  supjjorted,  and  whetheranyimmc- 
diate  or  collateral  protection,  internal,  or  external  is  expect- 
ed. Among  other  allui-cmcnts  proposed  to  me,  I  am  inform- 
ed you  coimive  at  the  coml)ination,  and  that  our  country  will 
(UstilV  it;  but  when  I  examine  my  orders  of  the  6th  May,  I 
am  ol)ligcd  to  disci-edit  these  imputations.  IJut  should  this 
association  l)e  formed  in  oi)position  to  the  laws,  and  in  defi- 
ance of  government,  then  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  revolt  of 
this  territory  will  be  made  an  auxiliary  step  to  the  main  de- 
sign of  attacking  Mexico,  to  give  it  a  new  master  in  the  place 
of  promised  liberty.  Could  the  fxl  be  ascertained  to  me,  I 
believe  I  should  hazard  my  discretion,  make  the  best  compro- 
mise I  could  with  Salcedo  in  my  power,  and  throw  myself 
with  my  little  band  into  New-Orleans,  to  be  ready  to  defend 
that  capital  against  usurpation  and  violence.  It  is  true,  the 
works  of  the  place  have  mouldered  to  ruin,  yet  I  think  it 
may,  by  extraordinary  exertions,  in  a  few  weeks  be  rendered 
defensible  against  an  undiscij)lined  rabble,  acting  in  a  bad 
cause  ;  but,  sir,  with  my  instructions  before  mc,  and  w  ithout 
evidence  of  the  design,  principle,  or  support  of  the  corjis  of 
associates  expected  from  the  Ohio,  1  dare  not  turn  my  back 
on  the  Spaniards,  now  in  my  front,  aiul  abandon  this  scene  of 
disaflection  to  the  certain  evils,  which  without  some  strong 
measures  of  prevention,  may  possibly  accrue  in  Nc^v- 
Orleans. 
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If  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  ex- 
terior engagements  or  internal  security,  or  uo  the  support  of 
the  laws  and  government,  to  oppose  the  meditated  move- 
ments from  the  Ohio,  I  would  recommend  the  immediate 
adoption  of  the  following  measures: — viz  1st.  The  troops 
from  the  Bank  of  the  Missouri,  from  St.  Vincenl's,  South 
West  Point,  and  Massac,  to  take  post  at  the  Iron  Banks  on 
the  Mississippi,  about  fifteen  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  with  the  artillery  at  those  posts,  and  orders  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  persons  or  property  down  the  river,  except 
under  such  passports  as  you  may  think  proper  tc  prescribe. 
I  prefer  the  Iron  Banks,  because  the  river  at  that  point  is 
confined  to  a  narrow  bed,  and  maybe  eirecluaily  commanded ; 
and  I  would  recommend  captain  Daniel  Bissell,  now  at  Mas- 
sac, for  the  command.  2dly.  A  squadron  of  sloops  of  v/ar 
and  gun-boats,  should  be  ordered  to  take  possession  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  within  the  bar,  to  prevent  the  en- 
trance of  ali  armed  vessels  and  transports,  unless  pa.rticulariy 
licensed  by  government. 

3dly.  A.  competcUL  regular  force  should  be  levied  and  or- 
ganised to  pursue  the  outlaws,  to  siiut  them  up,  and  compel 
them  to  surrender  at  discretion. 

By  the  first  step  it  would  be  proposed  to  cut  off  supplies  of 
provisions,  and  prevent  the  junction  of  auxilia'ies  from  the 
sources  of  insurrection.  By  the  second,  to  destroy  every 
hope  and  expectation  founded  on  co-operation  of  maritime 
force  ;  and  the  third  speaks  too  plainly  for  itself  to  need  ex- 
planation. 

Amidst  the  uncertainty  and  doubts  which  perplex  me,  I 
feel  disposed  to  adopt  the  following  conclusion  : — Shou;d  the 
conduct  of  the  Spaniards  in  my  front  justify  it,  1  shaii  tuke 
the  precaution  either  to  go  myself,  or  to  send  colonel  Gush- 
ing to  New-Orleans,  with  every  man  who  may  be  sately  de- 
tached from  this  point,  in  order  to  put  the  works  of  the  forts 
St.  Charles  and  St.  Lewis,  in  the  best  possible  state  of  de- 
fence time  and  things  may  enable  me,  and  to  secure  the  can- 
non, arms,  military  stores  and  other  public  property,  against 
any  lawless  attempt  by  whomsoever  made. 

If  the  designs  of  the  combination  should  be  pointed  against 
the  government,  our  communication  by  mail  will  be  cut  off, 
and  all  doubtful  characters  travelling  from  this  quarter  to- 
Avards  the  Atlantic,  will  be  stopped.  I  have  therefore  judged 
it  expedient,  to  silence  suspicion  and  to  secure  and  accele- 
rate the  arrival  of  this  despatch  to  your  hands,  to  cause  the 
bearer,  lieutenant  Thomas  A.  Smith,  a  young  officer  of  good 
promise  and  entire  trust,  ostensibly  to  resign  his  commis- 
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sion  and  quit  the  service.  It  is  therefore  necessary  yoii 
slioiiUi  iiisiruci  the  Secretary  ol  War  lo  reject  his  rchu^na- 
tioii  niul  couliiuic  him  on  the  rolls.  And  1  hope, sii,shotihl  he 
ae.|uit  hiiusiir  «iih  satibf.utory  ciihCK  lion  imd  proniptimde, 
on  tliCjoiirni)  lie  hub  uiidcriaken,  that  you  may  j;i\e  hiin 
some  nu.rk  «1  your  approbation  and  send  hini  hack  to  nie. 
Htposin^;  wiili  emirc  loiihilence  in  your  justice  and  youi- 
wibiioni,  that  no  ajjplication  will  be  n.adc  of  this  Utter  which 
the  n.itional  intercils  do  not  exact,  I  hold  myself  ready  lo  re- 
ceive and  execute  your  orders,  when  and  where  you  may 
think  proper  to  direct ; 

And  am,  sir. 

Your  faithful  and  obliged 
soldier  and  servant, 

JA:   WILKIN'SOX. 

Presidfitt  of  the  Uiiilrd  States. 
True  copy, 

A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 


fNo.  1\.J 
Extract  of  a  inter  from  James  L.  Donaldson,  Esq.  dated 
Natchi-.z,  October  "6\st,  1807, 
MICHAEL  MYERS  arrived  here  to-day,  in  fifteen 
days  from  St  Louis,  on  his  way  to  New-Orleans.  He  made 
a  eomniunic.ition  to  me.  with  permission  to  tran^^mit  it  to 
you,  Avhicn  might  stai^ger  even  credulity.  Of  his  informa- 
tion he  saijs  hr  is  crrtai'i,  and  most  firmly  believes  in 
the  intelligence  he  communicates.  This  is  neither  more 
nor  less,  than  that  a  plan  to  revolutionize  the  Western  conn- 
try,  has  been  formed,  matured,  and  is  ready  to  explode — that 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Orleans,  and  Indiana,  are  com- 
bined to  declare  tliemselves  independent  on  the  \5t/i  .Vovrm- 
f)i  r — tluit  proposals  have  been  made  to  some  of  the  most  in- 
fliiemial  characters  at  St.  Louis,  by  an  accredited  agent  of  the 
conspiracy,  to  join  in  the  plan — that  this  person.*  whose  name 
Myers  refuses  to  reveal,  is  if  a  most  respectaldc  line  of  life, 
and  has  the  most  un(|uestionable  vouchers  of  his  mission  in 
Ercnch  and  English — that  he  declaretl,  if  money  was  neces- 

*  JVilkitisoii holds  the  ivrit ten  comiuuvicalions  ofthix  reafiect- 
ablc  forrit^ncr,  n7/o  abandoiud  Jiurr  after  lu  rtiurved  to  Ken- 
tucky front  St.  J.ow'm. 
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sary,  that  it  might  be  commanded  to  any  extent.  It  is  pro- 
per to  add,  that  the  persons*  thus  applied  to  at  St.  Louis,  alto- 
gether refused  to  concur  in  any  plan  of  the  kind,  saying  that 
it  should  be  only  superior  force  that  should  dispense  with 
their  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  United  States.  This  may  all  ap- 
pear to  a  person  as  well  acquainted  as  you  are  with  the  poli- 
tics of  the  Western  country,  as  a  seco7id  Sjianisli  consliiracy^ 
and  as  such  be  ridiculed,  and  such  is  my  impression  of  this 
wonderful  plan;  but  Myers  so  firmly  believes  it,  that  having 
set  fcrth  on  his  journey  by  land,  to  the  United  States,  he  was 
induced  by  his  fears,  hastily  to  return  to  arrange  his  business 
at  all  events,  and  prepare  for  an  explosion.  He  most  so- 
lemnly protests  to  the  truth  of  the  comnmnication,  and  de- 
clares there  are  only  four  persons  in  St.  Louis  who  are  privy  to 
the  disclosure  made  by  the  secret  agent.  It  is  not  improl)a- 
ble  that  this  may  be  a  ruse  de  guerre.^  a  stratagem  set  on  foot 
by  the  patrons  of  the  "  Western  World,"  to  foster  and  keep 
alive  the  dissention  which  if  excited  by  the  pretended  expo- 
sition of  antient  conspiracies,  may  be  fanned  into  a  ilume  by 
spreading  an  alarm  of  an  immediate  and  pressing  treasonable 
combination.  This  I  am  apt  to  believe  is  the  case,  and  in 
order  more  fully  to  succeed,  they  may  study  and  affect  mys- 
tery, as  better  calculated  to  excite  suspicion,  and  that  they 
may  have  the  uonor  of  a  nerj  discovery.  However,  be  the 
matter  as  it  may,  I  communicate  it  to  you  as  I  received  it, 
and  have  only  to  regret,  that  you  had  not  in  person,  from 
Myers,  information,  of  which,  whatever  your  judgment  niight 
pronounce,  the  solemnity  of  his  assertion,  and  his  certainty 
of  the  plan  (although  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  divulge  the 
means)  must  have  staggered  the  mind  capable  of  belitxlng  it . 
Gen,  JVifkin.'ioiu 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  general    Wilkinson  to  the  preddent  oj 

the  United  States,  dated  seat  of  .major  Minor  near 

A'atc/iez,  jYoTe?nber  12,  1806. 

(CONFIDENTIAL) 

SIR, 

I  AGAIN  intrude  upon  you  the  subject  of  the  dupli- 
cate undercover,  which  presents  a  spectacle  of  human  de- 
pravity, to  excite  our  sorrow,  indignation  and  abhorrence. 
Many  circumstances  have  intervened  since  my  last,  cor- 

*   Colonel  August  Choteau  r.'as  the  principal 
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(irinaiuiy  ol  llic  inrornuuiuii  prcvioubly  received,  and  dc* 
monstruiivc  of  a  deep,  dark  and  wicked  conspiracy.  My 
doubts-  havt  ceased,  and  il  is  my  opinion,  llial  nouK'ii  '>ul  an 
iinmcdiulc  peace  in  Kurope  can  prevent  an  explosion  wliicli 
may  desolate  tliesc  settlements,  inllic  I  a  deep  wound  on  our 
republican  jiolicies,  involve  us  in  u  loreijjnconlUctjand  shako 
ihe  j^overnment  to  its  very  loundalioii. 

1  recciveil  i'nnn  a  correct  source  the  information  under 
cover  at  Natchitoches  on  llie  f>iii  instant,  and  make  no  (jucs- 
lion  of  the  facts,  though  I  trust  tiie  report  of  the  a-^cnt  allud- 
ed to  «as  a  mere  "  i  use  dc  j^uerre"  to  popularise  and  gain 
auxiliaries  to  the  real  desij^n — "  to  Rcize  on  New  C)rlcr'ns, 
revolutionise  the  tcrritorv,  aiu!  «;arry  an  expedition  a;^uinsl 
Mexico,  by  \"era  Cruz."  This  is  indeed  a  ileep,  daik  and 
wide-spread  conspiracy,  tmbracinii;  the  younp  and  the  old— 
the  democrat  and  the  federalist — the  native  and  tlie  forcipn- 
•  •r — the  pulriot  of '76  and  the  exotic  of  ycsieni.iy — the  op\i- 
lenl  and  the  needy — the  ins  and  liie  outs;  and  I  fear  it  will 
receive  strong  supjiorl  in  New  Orleans,  from  a  quarter  lit- 
tle suspected,  from  whence  I  have  been  recently  addressed 
by  a  Ciallo-Anieiican,  formerly  clislinij,uibhed  at  Olmutz  in  a 
belter  cause.  By  masking  my  ]»urposcs  and  ilaltering  his 
lujpes,  I  expect  to  discover  tlic  extent  and  IcaUinp;  charac- 
ters of  the  con^bination  in  lluit  city  ;  and  till  this  is  eflecied, 
1  shall  carry  an  equivocal  exterior  to  every  person  who  may 
see  n\e,  excepting  my  coiifidenlial  officers. 

My  letter  to  tiie  Secretary  of  War  will  expose  to  you  my 
•miliiary  movements  and  intentions,  w  hich  may  1  hope  meet 
your  approbation;  and  I  intreat  that  you  may  be  pleased  to 
t)rder  him  to  honor  the  drafts  which  may  be  made  on  him, 
for  materials  and  otticr  disbursements  essential  to  the  forti- 
fying the  city  ol  New  Orleans,  to  enable  me  to  defend  it,  to 
rci)ulse  the  assailants,  and  command  the  pass  of  tijc  river. 

Vou  will  perceive  on  cnciuiry  that  my  means  are  greatly 
deficient,  but  may  rest  satisfied  that  nothing  shall  be  omitted 
which  can  be  accomplished  by  indefatigable  industry,  in- 
cessant vigilance  and  l^ardy  courage;  and  I  gasconcdc  not 
when  I  tell  you,  that  in  such  a  cause,  I  shall  glory  to  give  my 
life  to  the  service  of  my  country ;  for  I  verily  believe  such  an 
event  to  be  probable  ;  because,  should  seven  ihovisandmen 
descend  from  the  Ohio,  and  this  is  the  calculation,  they  will 
bring  with  them  the  syi'ipathies  and  good  wishes  of  that 
country,  and  none  but  friends  can  be  afterwards  prevailed  on 
to  follow  them  ;  with  my  handful  of  veterans,  however  gal- 
lant, it  is  improbable  I  shall  be  able  to  withstand  such  a  dis- 
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parity  of  numbers ;  and  it  would  seem  we  must  1)6  sacrificed 
unless  you  should  be  able  to  succour  me  seasonably  by  sea, 
with  two  thousand  men  and  a  naval  armament,  to  command 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

To  give  effect  to  my  military  arrangements,  it  is  absolute- 
ly indispensible  New  Orleans  and  its  envii'ons  should  be 
placed  under  martial  law;  for  without  this,  the  disaffected  can 
neitner  be  apprehended  nor  banished— private  property  can 
neither  be  appropriated  nor  occupied  for  public  purposes— 
the  indiscriminate  intercourse  between  town  and  country 
cannot  be  restrained,  and  my  every  disposition  will  of  course 
be  hourly  and  daily  exposed  to  my  adversaries.  To  eftect 
this  necessary  measure,  I  must  look  up  to  your  influence  and 
authority  ;  to  insure  the  triumph  of  government  over  its  ene- 
mies, I  am  obliged  to  resort  to  political  finesse  and  military 
stratagem  I  must  hold  out  false  colours,  conceal  my  de- 
signs, and  cheat  my  adversaries  into  a  state  of  security,  that 
when  I  do  strike  it  may  be  witli  more  force  and  eftect ;  and 
therefore  my  own  bosom,  were  it  possible,  should  be  the  sole 
repository  of  my  determinations.  But  independent  of  con- 
siderations of  policy,  my  personal  safety  will  require  the 
miost  profound  reserve,  to  the  last  moment  of  indecision ; 
for  were  my  intentions  exposed,  there  are  more  than  three 
desperate  enthusiasts  in  New  Orleans,  who  would  seek  my 
life,  and  although  I  may  be  able  to  smile  at  danger  in  open 
conflict,  I  will  confess  I  dread  the  stroke  of  the  assassin,  be- 
cause it  cannot  confer  an  honorable  death. 

Having  put  the  front  of  the  troops  in  motion  for  New  Or- 
leans under  major  Porter,  and  made  arrangements  for  the 
rest  to  follow  under  colonel  Gushing,  I  left  Natchitoches 
on  the  7th  instant,  and  arrived  here  the  1 1th,  to  pick  up  what 
intelligence  I  could  of  the  doings  above;  to  sound  the  pub- 
lic mind,  to  require  a  body  of  militia  from  the  gov^ernor,  and 
above  all  to  find  some  intelligent  confidential  agent  who 
would  convey  this  despatch  to  you,  with  certain  oral  commu- 
nications which  I  dare  not  letter,  because  nothing  less  than 
an  overt  act  will  in  my  judgment  warrant  the  official  commit- 
ment of  names,  and  none  such  has  as  yet  been  committed 
within  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Briggs,  with  whose  good  sense  and  integrity  I  have 
been  long  acquainted  is  the  only  person  to  whom  I  could 
venture  to  confide  the  important  commission  ;  and  he,  at  my 
pressing  instance,  under  the  assurance  I  have  ventured  to 
make  him  of  your  approbation,  has  agreed  to  absent  himself 
from  his  office,  under  some  feigned  pretext,  and  to  hatid  this 
to  you  ;  and  to  guard  against  the  loss  of  life  or  limb,  and  thr 
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casualties  of  disease,  I  have  .associated  an  attendant  with  him, 
wlu»  will  proceed  with  my  patquct  in  c.isi-  i.iiy  .:cciutnt 
should  happen  to  Air.  iiriggs. 

JA:    WlLRINbUN. 

Thomas  Jrjf'irson^ 

Fre»i(firU  of  (hr  United  SfaUn. 

True  copy, 

A.  PlNKNEY.Cap. 
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New  Orlkans,  .Yovcmber  28r/;,  1806. 
SIR, 

flovcrnor  Clailiorne  appears  to  be  properly  impicsscd 
by  the  an  liil  riisis  which  awnits  us.  and  jiron/iscs  every  sun- 
port  in  his  power.  The  troops  nre  behind  me  still,  and  the 
rainy  sc.isnn  luis  commenced.  Mv  difTicultics  are  stupendous 
— my  means  to  be  provided — my  time  short,  and  the  occasion 
ur^^ent  and  critical.  But  a  trood  cause — the  favor  of  heaven — 
willing  hands  and  patriotic  hearts  may  work  wonders.     1  am 

projecting  a    plan   to    take..  ....and at  Nitchez.     I  doubt 

the  success,  but  will  make  the  attempt.  In  obedience  to  ob- 
ligations of  good  faith,  and  to  exculpate  you  from  any])-  rtici- 
paiion  in  the  lawless  cntcrprize,  I  shall  warn  the  governor  of 
Fensacola  of  the  meditated  blow  against   Baton    Rouge. 

has  been  here,  and  it  is  suspected  he  went  to  Tennes- 
see, and  it  is  believed  also  that.. has  been  tampered  -with. 

Bollman  is  here  and  I  will  nuuiagc  b.im. 

JA:   WILKINSON. 

Thomaf)  Jefferson^ 

PresUlcnt  of  the  United  States. 

True  copy, 

A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 


fXo.  74.^ 

SIR, 

BURR  had  a  contract  with  of  Pittsburgh,  or  a 

company  with  which  he  was  concerned,  for  20,000  barrels 
of  flour,  and  6,000  barrels  of  pork,  deliverable  here,  or 
at  Natchez.  It  was  to  follow  Burr,  and  I  understand  he  made 
a  handsome  advance  on  the  contract.  Since  the  exposition, 
frj.  a.  1  1 
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has  sent  orders  to  Natchez  to  have  these  provisions  tak- 
en care  of,  and  not  to  deliver  them  before  payment. 

JA:   WILKINSON. 
Thomas  Jefferson.^ 

President  of  the  United  States. 
True  copy, 

A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 
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New   Orleans,  December  9th,  1806. 
SIR, 

I  MUST  trust  to  the  peculiar  delicacy  and  difficulty 
of  my  situation,  for  the  motive  and  the  cause  of  this  third  in- 
trusion on  the  same  momentous  subject.  Between  the  al- 
ternatives of  waiting  for  instructions  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment, (whose  last  orders  to  me,  bear  date  the  9th  of  June,) 
tnitil  from  the  feeble  and  defenceless  condition  in  which  I 
fmd  this  place,  the  enemy  should  g;ain  the  portal  and  put  the 
bayonet  to  my  breast ;  or,  taking  all  upon  myself,  and  at  my 
single  hazard,  and  my  own  discretion  preparin:,-  to  support 
the  government  and  cons'itiition  of  my  country,  against  the 
attempts  wnich  the  frenzy  of  the  licentious  band  at  the  Ohio 
rendevzous  rnay  undertake,  by  putting  this  place  in  a  posture 
of  defence  at  the  expense  of  large  sums;  /  have  r'-jiecf^cl, 
jiuused,  doub'  'rf  and  at  l^ng.'h  determined.  My  situation  is  in- 
deed a  hard  one.  On  the  one  side,  although  the  inteutions  of 
the  insurgents  are  unquestionable,  yet  a  thousand  casualiies, 
beyond  human  fovesight,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  human  acti- 
ons, may  frustrate  their  en^erprize.  The  elements,  timely 
apprehension,  conscious  guilt,  the  iiciilenesb  of  mini's  nature, 
the  arm  of  government,  the  sudden  death  of  a  leader,  toge- 
ther with  a  multitude  of  other  causes,  may  impede  their 
niarch,  and  pernaps  dissipate  their  resolution.  If  from  some 
one,  or  many  of  such  causes,  the  enterprize  should  be 
abandoned,  the  sound  precautions  tc^ken  here  for  defence 
and  resistance,  might  be  branded  as  inexpedient  and  unne- 
cessary,  and  the  mover,  who  hi-d  nothing  in  view  but  the  sal- 
vation of  his  councry,  be  stigmatized  with  the  charge  of  an 
itile  and  extravagant  waste  of  the  public  treasure.  On  the 
other  hand,  sho\ild  the  intentions  of  the  conspirators  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  and  for  want  of  the  common  means  of 
military  defence,  this  city,  of  incalculable  importance  in  the 
present  crisis,  fail  an  easy  saciifice;  the  commander  who  had 
failed  from  the  scruples  of  d^^licacy  or  the  fe.r  of  responsibi- 
lity to  call  into  execution  the  laeans  of  deienccj  niijjht  be 
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jiislly  cliaif^cil  Nviili  ignorance  and  apath),  oi,  on  slronj; 
•grounds  of  piobability,  be  suspected  of  coibi-jon.  After 
raiefully  wei'^hinj;  the  subject,  and  malDi-ely  rcllccting  on 
these  op[)Obiile  lines  of  concUict,  and  their  cr>nsc(|uences, 
my  doubts  are  at  an  end :  tin- evils  which  may  result  from  a 
discrelionary  ajipropriaiion  oi"  funds  arc  tempoiary,  those 
which  sprin.;-  out  of  a  supine  iudiilVreiicc  in  the  hourof  dan- 
(!;cr  may  l)e  irretiievable  ;  the  sums  which  my  plan  of  dc- 
fen(  e  uiay  draw  from  the  treasury  can  be  rei)laccd,  but  what 
remedy  is  there  ai!;ainst  triumphant  rebellion?  Fallibility 
of  judujmenl  ijivolves  no  criminality,  but  the  stain  is  indeli- 
ble which  proceeds  from  duly  neglected  in  a  moment  of 
pressing;  public  danijer. 

My  course  of  conduct  has  been  determined  by  these  rc- 
lliclions,  and  I  have  resolved  to  spare  no  expense,  which,  un- 
der a  sound  economy  may  be  lound  necessary  to  the  fortifi- 
cation and  defence  of  this  place,  and  to  in»i)cdc,  harass  and 
eflectually  oppose  every  unlicensed  armed  body,  which  may 
attempt  to  apjMoach  it  from  within  or  without. 

I  have  just  received  information  from  an*  associate  of  the 
vmlasvful  combin.Aion  on  the  Ohio,  that  colonel  Burr  has 
transmitted  advice  to  this  ciiy,  bearing  date  the  '^Oth  October, 
in  which  he  gives  assurances  that  he  will  be  at  Natchez,  the 
JOth  instant,  with  2000  men,  and  that  4G0O  more  would  im-- 
mediately  follow  him.  lie  observes,  that  he  could  readily 
have  raised  12,000.  but  did  not  think  it  necessary  ;  and  adds, 
that  he  intended  to  remain  at  Natchez,  until  he  could  re- 
ceive letters  from  thii  place.  He  still  implicitly  and  blindly 
confides  in  my  co-operation.  ]5ut  the  deception  will  last  a 
few  days  longer  only,  as  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
spreading  an  alarm  among  the  confederates,  by  the  arrest  of 
their  agents,  spies  and  associates  here,  against  whom  I  shall 
cither  have  jiosiiive  proof  or  strong  grounds  of  suspicion, 
and  it  is  my  intention  to  send  them  by  water  to  the  seat  of 
government.  For  the  ajiprehension  and  securing  the  per- 
sons of  those  engaged  in  this  destructive  project,  the  full 
exertion  of  military  authority,  subject  to  a  dread  responsibi- 
lity is  absolutely  necessary  ;  and  under  the  awful  sense  and 
most  perfect  conviction,  that  nothing  short  of  a  suspension  of 
the  regular  administration  of  justice,  and  converting  the 
town  and  precincts  into  a  regular  garrison,  subject  to  the 
law  martial  couKl  give  ell'icacv  to  my  measures,  and  prevent 
the  enemy  without  from  the  comfort,  aid  and  co-operation  ot 
the  enemy  within  ;   I  addressed  to  governor  Claiborne  a  let- 

*   Doctor  Bollman. 
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ter  of  which  you  have  a  copy  under  cover,  with  his  answer, 
which  untonunately  blasts  my  hopes,  and  will  in  a  great  de- 
gree batRe  my  designs ;  for  1  dare  not  exert  my  authority 
before  the  danger  becomes  obvious  and  imperious,  and  then 
it  maybe  too  late  ;  yet  sir,  you  may  rest  content,  th«.t nothing 
shall  remain  undone  which  I  can  accomplish,  sliackled  as  I 
am  by  obstacles,  impediments  and  deficient  powers. 

It  is  with  inexpressible  mortification  and  regret,  that  I  dis- 
charge the  painful  duty  of  informing  you,  that  amongst  our 
own  countrymen  in  this  city,  1  have  discovered  characters 
W!o  liad  hitherto  been  distinguished  for  probity  and  patriot- 
ism, men  of  high  talents  and  entire  trust,  honored  by  your 
confidence,  and  distini(iii-:hed  by  the  marks  of  your  regar^l ; 
w'iOv  if  not  connected  witii  this  fla;;ilious  plun,  by  active  co- 
operation, have  withl-.eid  from  government  interesting  and 
timely  intelligence  of  its  gradual  completion,  or  have  dared 
openly  to  approve  it.  Shall  I  mention  their  names?  I  for- 
bear until  strong  suspicion  be  confirmed  into  certainty  ;  and 
Ic.  n^e  not  abcUidon  the  hope,  their  eyes  maybe  opened  to  the 
fouiness  of  the  attempt,  and  that  they  may  be  still  retrieved  to 
then  country.  Over  such  I  shall  keep  a  strict  eye,  and  pre- 
venting their  co-operiUion  in  mischief,  I  shall  rejoice  should 
this  oouduct  reclaim  their  minds  from  error,  and  secure  their 
utility  to  the  cause  of  tne  constitution. 

But  it  is  with  a  proud  satisfaction,which  swells  my  heart,  that 
I  contrast  with  this  partial  defection  of  our  own  countrymen, 
the  general  temper  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who  are 
ardent  for  the  defence  of  their  city  ;  and  will,  1  think,  in  this 
instance,  be  found  true  to  their  God,  to  themselves,  their 
country,  and  its  constitution. 

I  have  projected  a  plan  to  apprehend  Burr  and  Dayton  at 
Natchez,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the  inclosed  instructions; 
but  this  will  be  marred,  I  fear,  by  a  communication  which 
governor  Claiborne  has,  contrary  to  my  judgment,  made  to 
Mr.  Mead,  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  which,  by  excit- 
ing some  idle  gasconade  from  that  vain  young  man,  may  sub- 
ject thefeeble'establishmentsof  the  territory  to  be  pillaged  by 
Burr's  renegadoes,  and  perhaps  destroyed  by  their  slaves; 
for  it  is  natural  to  the  desperate  to  mark  for  destruction  all 
who  may  oppose  them. 


Thomas  Jefferson, 

President  of  the  United  States. 
True  popy, 


JA:  WILKINSON. 


A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 
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fXo.  76  J 

New-Ohi.kans,  Drrnnher  9th,  180G. 

ACCOMPANIKH  l)y  frovcrnor  Claihoriic,  I,  a  few 
Tuimitfs  siiuc,  met  tlic  nierclii.nts  of  the  city,  and  in  a  short 
address,  to  wliicli  my  scnsibililiis  ^;uvc  direction,  1  exi)laincd 
to  tliem  llic  causes  wliic  li  had  produced  tljc  assembly  of  the 
troops  at  this  pl;ice,  and  tlic  prepai-a'.ions  wliich  were  makinj:^ 
to  fortify  the  town  ;  j)ainted  to  tlicm  in  j^lowiiu^  colours,  the  iiii- 
pendini;-  danp^crs  which  menaced  the  ciiy  and  territory,  and 
threatened  the  sheet  anchor  of  alloiii-  liojics.  1  explained  the 
plans  I  contcn>plulcd  for  the  safely  of  the  c.oimtry,  and  in  de- 
fault of  niv  means  to  accomplish  the  end,  I  appealed  lo  llieir 
fears,  their  iiopes,  tlieir  p.itiiotism  .'Md  their  interests,  for 
prompt  co-operation  in  manning  the  aimed  lloiilla  destined 
to  ascend  the  river. 

The  result  of  ihis  interview  is  hif;;l'.ly  hojiorahlc  to  the 
body  of  merchants  here,  who  have  since  requested  the  i^o- 
venor  to  en\barj^o  the  port;  liave  ai^rced  to  furnish  three 
hundred  sailors,  and  for  rai>-inj^  and  clothint^  them,  have  sub- 
scribed four  thousand  five  hundred  doilais. 

\'ery  much  now  depends  on  wind  and  weather.  If  the  in- 
surgents should  be  delayed,  and  the  winds  m:jy  enable  us  lo 
anticipate  them  above  the  Yazoii,  a  scene  of  horror  will  j)ro- 
bably  ensue  ;  but  the  honor  and  the  government  of  our  coun- 
trv,  will,  I  trust,  be  preserved,  and  the  wretches  who  may 
escape  the  wilderness  and  regain  their  homes,  will  carry  with 
ihem  a  radical  cure  for  rebellious  citizens.  1  look  to  hea- 
ven, to  a  just  cause  and  energetic  exertions,  lor  a  favorable 
result; 

And  am  with  perfect  respect, 

Your  obliged  and  L:ithful 

JA:  WILKINSON. 
Thomas  Jrffrrson, 

President  of  the  United  Slates. 
True  copy, 

A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 


{JVo.  77.) 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  i^meral   IVilkinnon,  to   the  /irrtidcKt 
of  the  United  States,  dated 

New-Orleans,  December  l-ith,  1806. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  last 
letter,  by  Mr.  Donaldson,  to  which  I  hojje  you  maybe  pleased 
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to  consider  this  an  appendage,  so  closely  connected  in  order 
and  relation,  as  to  ren'ier  their  disjunction  perpieKing  tind 
improper.  The  very  extraordinary  occurrence  which  t/ro- 
duced  my  first,  trespass  on  your  attention,  vvill,  1  irnst.  excuse 
the  narrative  ot  incidents  which  sprung  oulof  it  in  quick  suc- 
cession. 

After  several  consultations  with  the  governor  and  judges, 
touching  the  arrest  and  confinement  of  certain  known  agents 
and  Cinissarics  of  coionel  Burr,  in  this  city  and  territory, 
vhose  intrigues  and  machir.aLions  were  lo  be  apprehended; 
it  is  with  tlieir  privity  and  approbation,  that  I  have  caused 
three  of  theai  to  be  arrested,  viz.  Doctor  Erick  Bolimau,  Sa- 
iriuei  Swurlwout,  and  Peter  V.  Ogdcn,  against  whom  I  pos- 
sess strong  fact?: ;  and  1  hc!vc  rcconunendcd  to  t  lie  governor 
to  have  Janies  Aicxaudcr,  Lsq.  taken  up  on  the  grounds  of 
strong  suspicion. 

These  persons,  and  all  others,  who,  by  their  characters  and 
deportment,  maybe  considered  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  or  dangerous  to  this  feeble  frontier,  under  the 
menacing  aspect  of  tilings  from  above,  will,  if  my  influence 
here  can  prevail,  be  seized,  and  sent  Ijy  sea  to  the  United 
States,  subject  to  tiie  disposition  of  government,  and  accom- 
panied by  such  information  as  may  justify  their  confinement, 
and  furnish  a  clue  to  the  developement  of  the  grounds,  pro- 
gress, and  projcclors  of  the  treasonable  enterprize  in  which 
they  ..re  ei.ga.:;;cd. 

'i  nis  letter  will  accompany  doctor  BoUman,  to  be  this  day 
embarked  in  a  vessel  bound  for  Charleston,  under  the  charge 
of  lieutenant  Wilson,  of  the  artillery,  who  has  orders  to  land 
with  his  prisoner  at  fort  Johnston  or  fort  iMoultrie,  to  for- 
ward this  despatch  by  mail,  and  to  wait  the  orders  of  the  exe- 
cutive. 

Mr.  Svvartwout  will  be  sent  to  Baltimore,  by  a  vessel  which 
vill  sail  some  time  the  ensuing  \veek,  in  custody  of  another 
subaltern,  who  will  be  the  bearer  of  strong  testimony  against 
him  and  also  colonel  Burr;  and  the  others  will  follov^,'  under 
due  precautions,  by  the  earliest  opportunities  which  may 
present. 

By  this  procedure,  we  may  intimidate  the  confederates, 
who  are  unquestionably  numerous  in  this,  as  well  as 
the  adjacent  territory,  disconcert  their  arrangements,  and 
possibly  destroy  their  intrigues  ;  and  I  hope  the  zeal  which 
directs  the  measure,  may  be  justified  and  approved;  for 
whilst  the  glow  of  patriotism  actuates  my  conduct,  and  I  am 
willing  to  offer  myself  a  martyr  to  the  constituiion 'if  my 
country,  I  should  indeed  be  most  grievously  aisappointcd  did 
I  incur  its  censure. 
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li  appears  lup;lily  conscquoiilial,  that  the  fipposilioiiof  Mr. 
IVl.  Myci-b  should  be  had,  tovithinjj  the  lads  bct  ioilh  in  the 
enclosed  extract  oia  letter;  for,  could  llie  ay;eiit  therein  re- 
ferred to,  l)e  detected,  important,  thoviujlj  perhiips,  melan- 
choly infunnation,  n^n^ht  he  exlraclcd  from  hin»  ;  for  it  ap- 
pears oiniuiis,  from  the  occurrences  and  inforuuition  of  evciy 
day,  that  the  seeds  of  syslem.nic  revolution  have  Ijeen  liheially 
sialtered  fiom  hence  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  imd  have  taken 
such  decj)  root,  as  to  recjuire  the  strou'^  arm  of  the  Union  for 
Uu  ir  cxiim:iion. 

Men  in  oflice,  luul  of  disliiuru'siicd  talents,  ulfcclinc;  to  de- 
livcrmcre  speculative  opiiuo:is,lia\e'kcIartd,iii  my  presence, 
that  the  tire  of  revolulion  is  loo  wicle  spread  to  he  ex.in-^uish- 
fd  l)y  the  ^^'vcinrnciu ;  that  it  is  to  I;e  found  in  tlic  Ailantic. 
as  well  as  in  the  Westerr.  States  ;  that  Hurr  cannot  be  re- 
sis-ed  ;  that  he  wiil  pro^-.iess ;  .md  that  it  is  useless  to  fortify 
this  place.  Others  invei-^h  publicly  ay;i'inst  the  union  of  our 
I'.isterp  and  AV'cstern  Kstahlishments  It  Wf)uld  re.jUire  a 
volume  lo  poxivlray  ihc  vaiious  modes  in  which  n.y  afieclions, 
pri.:e,spiii.,  patriotism,  interests  and  ambition.  h.i\f;  been  insi- 
dinuslv  assailed.  L"Asar\v?.s a  traitor,  and  is  inimortalized  ;  q,c- 
neralW  tshi:ic;ton  a  rebel,  and  stands  ctcrnali/.ed  inthcvolumes 
of  fume  ,  iionaparte  a  usurper,  before  whom  the  natioi.s  of  the 
earth  bow  down  ;  tiity  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  my  life,  and 
the  liuf.cession  of  the  Wesicrn  Kmpirc  secured  to  my 
vor.nc;est  sun.  U  is  no  wonder  that  weak  minds  should  be 
deluded  ny  such  arts,  particularly  when  the  nicii)  ostensible 
o!)jecls  :.re  the  etn.uicipation  of  the  enslaved  Mexicans,  and 
the  inssession  of  j^olden  mountains. 

'I'hc  e^plobion  which  I  was  coMipcllcd  to  m;dce  on  the  'Jlh 
inst.  to  satisiy  the  impatic  ticc  and  reniove  the  suspicions  oi 
the  inhabitants,  and  more  particularly  to  excite  a  spirit  of 
pa'.rif'l'ism  ip.  aid  of  my  op«  rations,  has  shut  up  every  avenue 
of  informalicni  ;  and  tlieiefore  I  must  noi  expc  cl  to  hear  any 
thinu  more  of  Mr.  Burr's  covert  movemeius  or  iles.ii;ns. 
Thi- itiformalion  of  the  3uth  October,  is  tlic  last  1  have- re- 
ceived ;  but  I  am  convinced  his  partizuns  expect  his  arrival 
at  Natchez  daily. 

Do  not  lie  persuaded,  sir,  that  tin;  flinr.c  kindled  by  Burr, 
wiU  be  ei  sily  extinguished  ;  it  may  be  smothered  for  a  mo- 
ment, but  wdi  blaze  forth  again.  The  disease  is  too  deep 
seated  to  be  cured  without  stroni;  alteratives  ;  anil  we  must 
operate  with  a  sironir,  a  bold,  and  a  steady  h.  nd,  or  all  will  be 
lost.  Here,  sir,  we  find  the  key  to  tin-  W  estern  States,  and 
here  we  must  fortii  our  .^rand  depusitory  and  place  of  r<rms; 
combine  to  this  disposition,  a  river  fleet  competent  to  its 
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occlusion,  and  post  it  thirty  or  forty  leagues  above  the  Yazoil 
river,  and  we  may  repose  in  security;  for  the  discontents  and 
sufferings  of  our  insurgent  citizens,  which  must  immediately 
ensue,  will  soon  open  their  eyes  to  the  wickedness  of  their 
leaders,  and  work  a  radical  reformation  v/ithout  bloodshed. 

This  is  my  plan  for  resisting  an  internal  attack  ;  for  exter- 
nal defence,  gun-boats  and  bomb  ketches,  with  floating  batte- 
ries at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  passes  from 
Lake  Pontchairtrain,  will  be  necessary. 

I  find  I  have  no  chance  of  acquiring  competent  authority 
here,  to  meet  the  impending  extremity ;  yet  my  exertions 
will  be  continued  to  the  last  moment  of  life. 


(No.  78  J 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  i^eneral  IVilkinsoti,  to  the  jiresident  of 
the  United  States,  dated 

New-Orleans,  December  \8th,  1806. 
SIR, 

SINCE  my  last,  of  the  14th  inst.  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
have  issued  for  the  bodies  of  BoUman,  Swartwout,  and  Og- 
den  ;  the  two  latter  by  judge  Workman,  who  is  strongly  sus- 
pected of  being  connected  with  Burr  in  his  conspiracy ;  I 
have  proof  this  man  declared  some  time  since,  that  "the  re- 
"  publican  who  possessed  power,  and  did  not  employ  it  to 
"  establish  a  despotism,  was  a  fool."  His  writ  for  Ogden 
was  served  on  captain  Shaw,  of  the  navy,  who  had  him  in 
charge  at  my  request,  on  board  the  yEtna  bomb  ketch,  and  de- 
livered him  up  ;  and  Mr.  Workman  discharged  him  without 
giving  me  a  word  of  information,  although  he  knew  he  was 
confined  by  my  order,  for  a  treasonable  combination  with 
Burr — and  Mr.  Ogden  now  struts  at  large.  Swartwout  I 
have  sent  oft",  and  shall  so  report,  holding  myself  ready  for 
consequences.  Bollman  was  required  by  the  superior  court, 
but  I  have  got  rid  of  that  affair  also,  under  the  usual  liability 
for  damages,  in  which  1  shall  look  to  our  country  for  pro- 
tection. 

After  repeated  experiments,  I  can  say  positively,  I  have 
nothing  to  expect  from  the  civil  authority,  which  does  not 
depend  on  the  broad  letter  and  tardy  course  of  the  law  ;  and 
in  r!ie  mean  time  treason  stalks  abroad,  and  the  advocates  of 
Burr  and  rebellion,  ridicule  our  apprehensions  and  oppose 
our  preparations  for  defence. 


AlTl'A'DIX.  89 

1  know  nothinp^  olour  rchilions  wiih  Spain,  hut  ifllicy  are 
not  wcil,  \vc  must  keep  an  rye  towivrds  Natcliiloches,  at  the 
same  lime  that  \vc  jcuanl  lliis  jx.int.  I  speak  of  thini^s  pos- 
sihlc,  not  pioh.ihic;  lor  indeed,  hir,  I  bei^iii  to  fear  the  rcvolu- 
tionaiy  llainu  will  eonsunie  us.  The  Spaniards  arc  so  ex- 
tremely jealous,  that  (i'andpre  pays  no  reirard  to  the  inlor- 
nj.ition  I  find  it  n>y  duty  to  );ive  him  ol  Burr's  nppro:>.ch  i  iid 
inleniions  a^iinst  Haton  Rou;',e. 


rxo.  19  J 

f,]  ,■•.,;.  ■'  ,.is,  I'ttrr  from  'general  IVi/k-iusu:},  (o  the  fircaidcnt  of 
the  United  Slafcf,  dated 
New-OrlKAXS,  Di  cetitder  25f/i,  iHtXi. 

I  NOW  hv.(^  leave  er.plicitly  to  state,  that,  havini^  offer- 
ed tojuii^c  Hall  and  judi^c  M.'.thew.s,  the  12th  or  13lh  inst. 
all  the  testimony  which  I  possi-sscd  ap;Liinst  Burr  and  l5ol!- 
man,  to  the  cr>d  that  tlie  former  mi£:!;ht  I^c  proclaimed  for 
apprehension,  throughout  the  United  States,  and  the  lattcr 
might  be  committed  to  close  confinement,  to  secure  his  tes- 
limony  and  prevent  his  correspondence  and  machinations,  in 
aid  of  Burr's  insurrection,  the  first  was  declined,  specifi- 
cally, on  the  i!;roun(i  that  it  might  "  be  too  lute,  us  Burr  might 
bo  on  his  way" — nnd  the  last  was  rejected,  because  the  of- 
fence was  bailable,  and  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  would  put 
the  prisoner  at  large  :  and  after  some  reflection,  jud;'e  H.dl 
declared,  "  I  believe  it  will  be  best  for  tb.c  general  to  exercibc 
his  discretion  ;"  to  which  judge  Mathews  made  no  objection  ; 
and  as  the  gentlemen  left  my  chamber,  I  observed,  "I  hope 
you  will  not  hang  me  for  what  I  muy  do ;"  to  which  they  both 
replied  in  the  negative. 

(io\crn<jr(laiboino  had  assured  me  fretpiently,  he  was  ready 
i.o  share  my  responsibility.  CJn  my  first  arrival  hcie,he  j/io- 
mised  mc,  he  would  susjiend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and 
declare  martial  lav,-,  if  necessary ;  he  at  the  moment  felt 
hiniiiclf  authorized  to  do  so,  in  any  public  extremity  :  he  soon 
rjuil  that  ground,  and  has  since  assured  me,  he  did  not  think, 
he  possessed  the  power,  but  that  so  soon  as  he  was  assured 
of  liurr's  landing  at  Natchez,  he  would  adopt  these  mea- 
sures. He  assured  me  he  would  justify  the  seizure  of  Boll- 
man,  Swartwout,  and  Ogden,  and  explicitly  auvised  the  ap- 
prehending of  the  first,  one  hour  only  before  it  was  done. 

I  conjure  you,  sir,  and  tltrbugh   yon,  sir,   my  countrv,  to 
consider  the  difficulty,  delicacy,  and  fl  ingcrs  of  my  situation. 

vr)Lii.  I? 
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operating  at  a  thousand  miles  from  the  seat  of  government^ 
'loithout  orders,  and  on  nnj  onm  diHcrction.  I  pray  you  to  dq 
justice  to  my  motives,  and  to  believe  that  I  consider  the  inte- 
grity of  the  union  and  the  constitution  of  our  country,  to  be 
most  seriously  endangered  ;  that  I  have  staked  my  life  in 
their  support ;  and  that  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  without  re- 
gard to  forms  qr  orainances,  to  employ  every  m.eans  -vviihin 
my  reach,  to  secure  the  end. 

Finding  that  the  civil  authority  would  not  hold  Ogden  in 
custody  ;  and  that  the  governor  would  not  have  Alexander 
apprehended  ;  and  knowing  that  these  men  were  active  and 
determined  agents  of  Burr;  I  ordered  the  in  irto  confinement, 
ajid  was  immediately  served  with  writs  of  habeas  coipys,  tq 
bring  them  fo!th>Aith  before  judge  Workman  ;  to  which  I 
have  niade  answers  of  the  same  cast  with  that  offered  in  the 
cjse  of  Bollman,  and  thev  will  soon  follow  Swanwout  to  some 
Atlantic  port,  to  be  disposed  of  tis  the  government  may  think 
proper  to  direct. 

I  have  considered  it  my  duty,  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed 
letter,  addressed  to  the  foreigner  who  is  now  engaged  in  tak- 
ing a  chart  of  this  very  important  coast,  of  which  1  have  be- 
fore expressed  my  suspicions.  A  comparison  of  movements, 
vlates,  and  circumstances,  will  shew  yovi  that  Burr  is  the 
*.'  new  friend"  spoken  of,  and  also  the  companion  "  de  voy- 
age" of  thq  writer  frona  Louisville,  who  is  the  identical  agent 
who  visited  St.  Lcuis,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Myers.  The  aid- 
de-carrip  of  Charette,  too,  may  be  traced  i;p.     What  a  sad 

fellow must  be:  he  has  ruhicd  ,  and  is  now 

disgorging  his  villains  upon  us.     I  have  said  before,  it  is  my 

ppinion ...should    be    recalled;   he   came   here    with 

Bollman,  Alexander,  and  Spence,  brought  letters  from  Burr 

to ,  and  was  his  panegyrist  in  this  city.     The  letters 

Under  cover,  from and to  Alexander,  after 

his  arrest,  and  after  they  were  fully  apprized  in  open  court, 
of  the  causes  which  produced  it,  betray  a  warmth  of  sympa- 
thy and  interest,  whifh  justify  the  suspicion  of  a  common 
cause;  and  when  character  and  merits  are  taken  into  consi- 
deration, were  I  authorized,  I  should  put  them  out  of  the 
Wav  of  doing  harm,  by  example,  influence  or  intrigue. 

The  deposition  of  Mr.  justice  Hinds,  implicates  an  officer 
t»f  the  army,  of  recent  appointment,  from  whom  I  shall  ex- 
tract all  the  information  he  may  possess.  The  transaction 
4*eferring  to  a  date  anterior  to  his  acceptance  of  a  commis- 
sion, I  believe  the  law  martial  will  not  apply  to  him  ;  and  as 
ills  character  is  fair,  his  conduct  in  service  unexceptionable, 
^A  because  he  has  within  a  few  days  committed  to  the  guard,. 


.1  l<eraon,  wlio,  within  his  own  (iviarters,  attcmptetl  to  eonujit 
him  lo  the  iiiicrcsls  ol"  liurr,  1  an»  disposed  lo  s[jare  hiin, 
4l)rovidcil  his  coiulucl  shouUI  be  open,  fair,  i»nd  cundid  ;  olhei  • 
■wise  I  shall  iccoinnicnd  his  dismission  from  service.  In  thi^ 
euse,  as  in  niuny  others,  names  hiuc  nodoul)t  hccn  en>plo\ccl 
to  pojiuluiize  llic  associ.iUon.  Mr.  Burr  has  derived  ronsi- 
ilerable  aid  from  the  unpardonable  use  which  he  has  made  of 
iny  own  name,  and  1  have  no  doubt  tiiai  of  governor  Claii 
borne  was  cmplo)id  fur  the  same  puipose. 

In  the  depositions  which  1  have  j^iven,  I  liavc  reserved 
many  rianies  of  some  matter  of  import.  Information  ajjainst 
will  l<e  had  to  convict  him  of  misjirision  of  trea- 
son,    'i  his  young  man   was  introduced  lo  me   formerly  by 

he  possesses  splendid  talents,  and  is  des- 

liluic  of  fear;  indeed  the  i^rlater  part  of  those  whom  1  have 
arrested,  arc  desperately  brave,  and  theiefore  should  be  well 
guarded.     Mr.  IJurr  has  the  art  of  sdcctinv;  his  associates. 

This  will  atrcompany  Swarlwout,  who  proceeds  in  charge 
of  ensit^n  Mc.id,  ami  a  duplicate,  under  a  blank  cover,  will  be 
traiismiueil  by  lieutenant  Se\ier,  who  attends  Alexander. 
t)^den  will  be  sent  forward  by  the  next  vessel. 

Pardon,  I  beseech  you,  this  crude  epistle,  written  under  a 
pressure  df  public  engagements,  and  constant  interruptions, 

I  am  at  my  post,  ever  ready  to  execute  voiir  orders  for  the 
national  good  and  glory. 


jivtract  (•/ a  letter  from  general  Wilkinaon^  to  ihe  preaident  of 
the  United  States,  dated 

New -Orleans,  December  26//;,  1806. 

THIS  is  iransmiucd  by  lieutenant  Sevier, and  willcovei 
u.  duplicate  deposition  respecting  Swartwout,  Alexander,  and 
Ogden,  the  agents  and  emissaries  of  Hurr.  Against  Alex- 
ander and  others,  more  important  testimony  will  be  offered  iii 
a  short  time.  T!ie  prisoners  should  be  kept  apart,  and  depri- 
ved all  communication  except  with  their  keepers  ;  they  will 
lind  many  friends  and  powerful  patronage,  and  are  able  and 
daring.  Kerr,  who  gives  information  concerning  AlexaUi 
•irr,  is  suspected  himself,  of  being  deep  in  Burr's  plot. 

True  extract. 

V.  PINKNEY.  Cap 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  general  Wilki7iso7i,  to  the  president  oj 
the  United  States,  dated 

New-Orleans,  ^anwar;/ 2rf,  1807. 

I  AM  still  wilhout  orders,  or  an  answer  to  my  commu- 
nication made  to  jou  from  Natchitoches,  by  lieutenant  Smith, 
which,  combined  to  the  circumstances  by  which  I  am  encom- 
passed, deeply  affect  my  repose,  '.md  rend  my  bosom  with 
doubts  and  perplexity  :  yet,  believing  that  I  cannot  err  whilst 
my  means  and  my  exertions  are  steadily  directed  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  sovereign  interests  of  my  country,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  constitution,  to  you,  sir,  and  to  that 
country,  I  will  look  up  for  support  and  protection. 

The  enclosed  hiformation  from  judge  Workman,  rendered 
voluntarily  after  the  arrest  of  his  countryman  and  particular 
friend,  ensign  Small,  presents  a  singular  spectacle,  and  may 
furnish  a  clue  by  which  we  may  discover  other  parts  of  the 
same  plot. 

I   have  this  moment  received  the  inclosed  report,  from 

,  which  I  know  not  how  to  interpret.     Twenty-tv.o 

days  since,  Burr  was  at  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio,  with  a  large  boat 
loaded  with  small  arms;  this  is  indubitable  :  but  the  designs 
imputed  to  him  are  treated  as  chimerical,  and  all  my  efforts 
are  opposed  by  his  friends  and  our  enemies. 


(Ao.  82.) 

WashixCtTOX,  January  2d,  1807. 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  HAD  intended  yesterday,  to  recommend  to  general 
Dearborne,  the  writing  to  you  weekly  by  post,  to  convey  in- 
formation of  our  Western  affairs,  so  long  as  they  are  inter- 
esting ;  because  it  is  possible,  though  not  probable,  you  may 
sometimes  get  the  information  quicker  this  v^ay  than  down 
the  river.  But  the  general  received  yesterday,  information 
of  the  death  of  his  son  in  the  East-Indies,  and  of  course,  can- 
hot  now  attend  to  business  ;  I  therefore  write  you  a  hasty 
line  for  the  present  week,  and  send  it  in  duplicates  by  the 
Athens  and  the  Nashville  routes. 

The  information  in  the  inclosed  paper,  as  to  proceeding  ii^ 
the  State  of  Ohio  is  correct.  Blennarhasset's  flotilla  of  1  5 
boats  and  200  barrels  of  provision,  is  seized  ;  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  Tyler's  fotilla  is  also  taken,  because,  on  the 
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»7th  December,  we  know  llicrc  was  a  siinicicnt  force  asscin- 
hlcd  at  Cinciniuii  lo  iiUcrctpi  ii  ilierc,  and  an«)lhcr  party  was 
111  pursuit  of  it  on  tlic  rivtr  iibovi'.  Wc  an:  assured  that 
these  \wo  llotillas  coniposi!  the  whole  of  llie  bouts  ])rovided. 
IJIennarhasset  and  Tyler  had  (led  down  I'uc  river.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  number  of  |)ersons  eni^aj^cd  for  Jiiirr.  has 
ever  amounted  to  500,  tliou-li  some  have  carried  tliem  to 
1000  or  1300.  A  part  of  these  were  engaged  as  settlers  of 
IJastroi)'s  land  ;  but  the  ^n-ealer  part  were  eny:ajred  under 
the  expressed  assurance,  that  the  projected  eiiterprize  was 
a;;ainsi  Mexico,  and  secretly  authorized  by  this  j;oveinment; 
many  were  expressly  inlisted  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States. 

The  proclamation,  which  reached  Pittsburg- December  2d, 
and  the  <jthcr  parts  of  the  river  successively,  undeceived  both 
these  classes,  and  of  course  drew  them  otV;  and  I  have  ne- 
ver seen  any  proof  of  their  haviivj^  assembled  more  than  -io 
men  in  two  bo  its  from  Reaver,  30  in  Tyler's  r.i,iilla,  ami 
the  boatmen  of  Blennarhasset ;  I  believe,  therefore,  that  ;he 
cnlcrj)ri/.e  may  be  considered  as  crushed  ;  but  wc  are  not  lo 
relax  in  our  attentions,  until  we  hear  what  has  been  done  at 
Louisville.  If  every  thini;  from  that  place  upwards,  be  suc- 
cessfully arrested,  there  is  nothini;;  from  below  that  is  to  be 
feared.  Be  assured  that  Tennessee,  and  particularly  general 
Jackson,  are  faithlul.  The  orders  lodo-ed  at  Mass.ic  and  the 
Chick:isaw  lilufls,  will  probably  secure  the  interception  of 
such  iuifilivis  from  justice  as  may  escape  from  Louisville ; 
so  that  1  think  you  will  never  see  one  of  tliem.  Still  1  would 
not  wish,  till  we  hear  from  Louisville,  that  this  inlormi-tion 
should  relax  your  prepjuations  in  the  least,  except  so  far  as 
to  dispense  with  the  militia  of  ?.lississippi  and  Orleans  leav- 
int;^  their  iiomes,  under  our  orders  of  November  2.5  ;  only  let 
iliem  consider  themselves  under  requisition, and  be  in  a  state 
of  readiness,  should  an/ force  too  ^reat  for  your  regulars, 
escape  down  the  river.  You  will  have  been  sensible,  that 
those  orders  were  given  while  we  supposed  you  were  on  the 
Sabine,  and  the  supposed  crisis  did  not  admit  the  forma- 
lity of  their  being  passed  through  you.  We  had  con-^i- 
dcred  fort  Adams  as  the  place  to  n)ake  a  strnd,  because  it 
rovered  the  mouth  of  Red  River;  you  have  preferred  Xew- 
Orlcans  on  the  apprehension  of  a  fleet  from  the  West-Indies. 
IJe  assured  there  is  not  any  fo\indalion  for  such  an  expecta- 
lion,  but  the  lying  exaggerations  of  these  traitors,  to  impo&c. 
on  others  and  swell  their  pretended  means.  The  veiy  man 
whom  they  represented  to  you  as  gone  to  Jamaica,  and  to 
Hring  the  fleet,  has  never  been  from  home,  and  has  regularly 
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communicated  to  me  every  thing  which  had  passed  between 
Burr  and  him.  No  such  proposition  was  ever  hazarcied  to  hiiri. 
France  or  Spain  would  not  send  a  fleet  to  take  Vera  Cruz  ; 
arid  though  one  of  the  expeditions  now  near  arriving  from 
England,  is  probably  for  Vera  Cruz,  and  perhaps  already 
there,  yet  the  state  of  things  between  us.  renders  it  impossi- 
ble they  should  countenance  an  enterprize  unauthorized  by 
us.  Still  I  repeat,  that  these  grounds  of  security,  must  not 
stop  our  proceedings  or  preparations,  until  they  are  further 
confirmed.  Go  on,  therefore,  with  your  works  for  the  de- 
fence of  New-Orleans,  because  they  will  always  be  useful, 
only  looking  to  what  should  be  permanent,  rather  than  means 
merely  temporary.  You  may  expect  further  information  as 
we  receive  it ;  and  though  I  expect  it  will  be  such  as  will 
place  us  at  our  ease,  yet  we  must  not  place  ourselves  so  until 
it  be  certain,  but  act  on  the  possibility  that  tl^e  resources  of 
our  enemy  may  be  greater  and  deeper  than  v.e  are  vet  in- 
formed. 

Your  two  confidential  messengers  delivered  their  charges 
safely;  one  arrived  yesterday  only,  with  your  letter  of  No- 
vember I2th;  the  oral  communications  he  made  me,  are 
truly  important.  I  beseech  you  to  take  the  most  special  care 
of  the  two  letters  which  he  mentioned  to  me,  the  one  in 
cypher,  the  other  from  another  of  the  conspirators  of  high 
standing,  and  to  send  them  to  me  by  the  first  conveyance  you 
can  trust.  It  is  necessary  that  all  important  testimony  should 
be  brought  to  one  centre,  in  order  that  the  guilty  may  be  con- 
victed and  the  innocent  left  untroubled.  Accept  my  friendly 
salutations  and  assurances  of  great  esteem  and  respect. 

(Signed)  TH:  JEFFERSON- 

(iencral  JVi/fcinscn. 

True  copv, 

A.  PINKNEY,  tap 


/^Ao.  83  J 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  general  Wilkinson,  to  the  jirenidcnt  of 
the  United  States,  dated 
New  Orleans,  January  9th,  1807,  at  night. 

HAVING  discovered  that  judge  Workman  had  been 
promoting  some  enterprize  of  moment,  I  put  in  motion  a 
coui)le  of"  adroit  intrigants"  to  develope  his  project.  One  of 
these  soon  discovered  that  he  had  proposed  to  three  persons 
of  distinction,  the  idea  of  establishing  the  independence  of 
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j-iuh  tfi  ritory,  and  aficr\v;ir(is  icvoluiiuiii/iiij;  Mcxiro;  but 
they  were-  all  boiiiul  to  sccifcy,  ami  1  found  ;d'tcr  scvtral  al- 
toiuptb,  tluit  tiny  could  not  Ijc  iiuluccd  to  declare  wliai  ihcy 
kiii.w.  I  lliercl'orc  dcleiniincd,  alter  recciviiij;  lieulciiLtit 
Murray's  d(  posiiion,  to  call  these  geinlenieii  to  my  (juaricrs, 
hy  siparate  invitations,  and  on  sl>ort  notice,  to  icad  to  them 
hib  deposition,  to  assure  them  I  was  apprized  of  what  had 
passed  heiuem  Workman  and  themselves,  to  warn  them 
•Ji.^.inst  the  penalties  they  mi;;l)t  incur  by  concealment,  and 
to  demand  from  them  sep;u\aciy  a  narrative  of  facts.  I  ac- 
cordingly convened  them  on  the  7lh  instant,  and  my  project 
suci  eedcd  hevond  niy  expectations,  lor  they  not  only  con- 
firmed the  informa'ion  I  had  received,  with  circumstances  of 
considerable  variation  in  each  case,  but  declared  that  akhouj^U 
ihey  did  not  wisii  to  be  considered  informers,  they  were  rea- 
dy lo  attest  the  tacts,  when  regularly  called  on  in  a  court  of 
justice. 

Your  address  to  conpjress  has  just  come  to  hand  ;  and  the 
thoui^htless  and  impatient,  who  believe  you  should  know  eve- 
ry tiiitij:,  and  that  they  should  occupy  your  first  attention, and 
who  think  the  affairs  of  u  nation  spread  over  a  surface  of 
two  thousand  miles,  can  be  managed  by  a  "  sic  volo,"  are 
1  understand,  much  appalled  by  it,  and  speak  of  it  as  the  pre- 
cursor oi  their  abandunnient,  to  the  first  who  may  take  pos- 
session of  the  country. 

Deini;^  occupied  every  moment  either  by  active  public  en- 
gagements, or  sorrowful  domestic  duties,  I  hear  these  tilings 
"  en  passant"  but  have  not  lime  to  correct  the  delusion. 

Tlie  stiongest  tic  which  binds  me  to  life,  must,  from  every 
appearance,  be  dissolved  in  a  few  days,  jjerhaps  a  few  hours. 
Pennit  me  to  be  instrumental  in  brini^ing  colonel  Burr  to 
punishment  for  his  treasons  against  his  countrv,  and  his  at- 
tempt on  my  hoiio",  and  I  shall  be  utterly  indifferent  to  the 
Allure. 


("Xo.  M.J 

^V'ASHI^•^.TON   CiTV,  January  10///,  1307. 
i\lV  DEAR   IRILND, 

THE  i>resi(lcnt  directs  mc  to  saylo  thee,  "three  days 
ap;o  a  pilot  boat  sent  by  tlio  conspirators,  left  New  York  for 
New  Orleans;  you  must  catch  her  and  examine  all  the  papers 
she  may  contain,  or  those  who  have  gone  in  her,  she  has  in 
])ossession." 

(^iffncd)  ISAAC   BR1(;(;S. 

drvprn'  n'i/kin.ion. 

Trnr  ropy 

A   I'lXKXEY,  Cap. 
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.  Cj\o.  85. J 

Extracl  of  a  letter  from  general  Wilkinson^  to  the  preddent  of 
the  United  States,  dated 

New  Ortlbahs,  January  tSth,  1807. 

I  a  few  minutes  since  received  the  interesting  infor- 
mation which  you  will  find  in  the  deposition  under  cover, 
and  I  despatch  this  letter  in  the  hope  it  may  find  a  prompt 
passage  from  the  Balize, 

You  will  perceive  how  dangerous  it  is  in  the  impending 
crisis,  to  rest  the  safety  of  this  garrison,  (the  only  stay  you 
have  here  against  revolution)  on  the  tardy,  inefficient  opera- 
tions of  the  law  ;  for  if  Aduir  had  been  permitted  the  liberty 
of  the  city  for  twenty  four  hours  ;  his  art,  address  and  daring 
spirit,  supported  by  500  boanien,  and  the  mass  of  disdftection 
^vhich  infests  this  city,  would  infallibly  have  produced  an  in- 
surrection, headed  by  this  impostor,  who  would  have  been 
called  the  champion  of  the  United  States,  while  I  should 
Lave  been  denounced  as  the  agent  of  Spain.  Knowing  the 
man,  I  comprehended  his  design,  the  moment  I  heard  hi^ 
denunciation  ;  and  by  a  stroke  of  decision,  in  the  face  of  the 
most  violent  opposition,  1  have  saved  a   bloody  conflict  of 

doubtful  issue,  and  so  far  preserved  the  country.     Yet 

are  sending  forth  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  to  ransack  every 
hole  and  corner,  in  quest  of  the  traitor. 

The  loss  of  Adair  and  the  conviction  h-.s  capture  must 
convey  to  Burr,  that  I  am  not  the  villain  he  has  believed  me, 
will  no  doubt  disconcert  his  plans  ;  but  the  embarrassment 
will  soon  yield  to  his  fruitful  genius,  and  I  lock  for  some 
deep,  dark,  strong  eifort  of  cunning  or  despair. 

Mr.  Burr's  agents  reported  to  doctor  Carmichael,  that  he 
expected  to  incorporate  iOOO  men,  at  the  Bayou  Pierre,  to 
be  drawn  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  that  he  calcu- 
lates on  having  1000  at  least  in  this  city,  and  the  Mississippi 
territory, who  are-under  pay,  and  bound  to  receive  his  orders. 
He  gives  a  dollar  \icv  day,  and  the  promise  of  2000  acres  of 
land,  and  I  am  apprehensive  he  may  make  many  recruits  in 
these  teritories  ;  for  Mr.  Mead  himself  has  so  far  relaxed  his 
martial  ardor,  as  recently  to  declare  in  a  public  company 
that  he  "  began  to  think  less  unfavorably  of  Burr's  plans,  and 
that  if  he  could  be  convinced  that  his  (Burr's)  designs,  were 
not  immediately  directed  against  the  United  States,  he  would 
■wish  him  success  ;  and  notwithstanding  as  the  executive  of 
the  Mississippi  territory,  lie  must  make  a  shew  of  resistance, 
he  would  sufier  him  to  pL'.ss  without  molestation."     This  is 


APPENDIX.  97 

a  kind  of  ciuivocal  patriotism,  whicli  will  Ikivc  innm  nrc  in 
the  coiiiinunity  over  which  tlic  yoimj;  ijenticmari  prcsuics. 

I  am  projeclii.^;  a  plan  to  ciurap  IJurr,  and  tarry  hini  off, 
by  means  ol'  one  ol"  his  confulcntials,  bm  am  doiiblliil  ol"  suc- 
cess;  in  the  nu-  >n  time,  every  preparation,  and  every  means 
which  my  cramped  autljoriiy  and  slender  means  nuy  alVord, 
shall  be  employed  aj^ainst  the  usurper;  ycl  sir,  without  the 
extension  oi"  my  powers,  to  exercise  nianial  law  witiiin  the 
chain  of  my  guards,  it  will  be  im])ossible  for  me  to  an- 
swer for  the  safely  of  the  place,  a»i  I  find  ii  impracticable  to 
effect  any  chaii^^e  in  the  present  police,  wiiicli  opposes  no  ob- 
stacle to  the  iniroducion  of  concealed  conspirators  by  scores 
daily  ;  and  with  the  depending  flood  (for  the  river  is  very 
full)  we  may  expect  froni  thiec  to  four  thousand  boalnicn  to 
descend  from  the  Ohio,  composed  of  that  speecis  of  needy, 
idle,  erratic  characters  which  are  exactly  formed  for  Mr. 
Burr's  purpose  ;  how  then  shall  I,  without  support  here,  or 
succours  from  elsewhere,  be  able  to  resist  his  intrigues, 
backed  by  such  superior  force  i^    It  will  b<'  impossible 

It  is  proven  by  the  oaths  of  lieutenant  Murray,  and  ensign 
Small,  that  judt;c  Workman,  and  colonel  Kerr,  who  were 
members  of  the  same  combination,  had  attempted  to  corrupt 
and  alienate  them  from  their  dut}^  for  the  purpose  oi  plun- 
ilcring  the  bank,  seizing  the  shipping,  taking  West  Florida, 
and  joining  Miranda;  and  it  has  been  further  proven,  that  the 
lormor  proposed  to  engage  several  respectable  characters  in 
a  plot  to  revolutionize  the  territory,  and  declare  its  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  Slates.  Yet  sir,  these  men  have  been 
taken  from  my  custody,  they  are  put  at  liberty,  and,  I  pro- 
nounce, will,  after  a  sham  trial,  be  discharged.  Never  before 
have  I  realized  to  my  mind,  the  facility  with  which  corrupt 
attorneys,  and  corrupt  judges,  mii:ht  convert  the  law  itself 
into  an  instrument  of  oppression  or  corruption;  dreadful  in- 
deed is  tlie  stale  of  things  here,  wretched  my  own  situation  ; 
for  the  manner  and  the  means  for  saving  the  country  arc  be- 
fore me,  and  yet  I  dare  not  adopt  the  one  or  employ  the 
other.  1  implore  you  sir,  to  examine  our  condition,  and  to 
stretch  forth  a  helping  hand  to  save  us. 


(.Vo.  86.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  general  ll'ilkinson,  to  the  /^resident  of 
the  United  States,  dated 

New   Orleans,  January  23d,  1807. 
A  MOMENT  of  awful  suspencc  has  arrived      Mr. 
Burr's  letter  to  Mr.  Mead  of  the  12th  instant,  transmitted  to 
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the  Secretary  of  War,  is  not  indicative  of  doubts,  fears  or  de- 
spondence ;  and  if  he  is  able  to  put  off  Mr.  Mead  for  four  or 
five  days  from  the  present,  we  may  expect  unpleasant  scenes 
to  ensue. 

The  friends  of  Burr,  and  my  enemies,  labor  at  this  mo- 
ment to  stamp  on  the  public  mind  that  Burr  surrendered 
to  Mr.  Mead  on  the  16th  instant;  they  infer  that  he  will  be 
able  to  baffle  inquiry  as  he  did  in  Kentucky,  arid  (hat  on  his 
innocence  'will  be  established  my  turpitude.  I  doubt  the  truth 
vf  the  refiort^  but  firay  heaven  it  may  be  correct,  regardless  of 
consequences  to  my  person  cr  interests.  The  point  of  fame 
cannot  be  rendered  equivocal.  If  Burr  has  surrendered  him- 
self, it  must  have  been  compelled  by  the  desertion  of  his  ad- 
herents, or  by  way  of  stratagem,  to  gain  time  for  the  assem- 
bly of  his  followers,  and  to  impose  on  the  ignorant  and  the 
credulous,  and  lo  make  proselytes.  In  this  case,  should  he  be 
admitted  to  bail,  I  fear  the  worst  that  can  come. 

The noted  on  a  former  occasion,  is  said  to  reside  in 

New  Jersey,  and  is  reported  to  be  a  man  of  character — a 
French  emigrant.  I  understand  he  abandoned  Burr  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  has  returned,  execrating  the  frauds  and  deceits 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  witness,  in  order  to  impose  on 
the  people,  and  the  system  of  brigandage  to  which  Burr's 
views  directly  tended.  I  hear  Blennarhasset,  near  Marietta,  is 
with  Burr,  and  this  is  the  only  character  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  of  the  party  which  descended  with  him.  Perhaps 
the  inclement  spell  of  weather  we  have  at  this  moment,  may 
lock  up  the  Ohio,  and  cut  off"  Mr.  Burr's  reinforcement.  I 
propose  to  ascend  the  i  iver  with  all  the  force  I  can  raise,  and 
if  he  has  not  surrendered,  will  seek  him  as  far  as  our  com- 
parative force  may  with  common  discretion  warrant.  At  all 
events  I  shall  watch  his  motions,  and  embarrass  all  his  move- 
ments.    Excuse  this  scrawl. 


fNo.  87  J 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  general  Wilkinson,  to  the  jiresident  of 
the  United  States,  dated 
New  Orleans,  i^eiz-wcry  13//z,  1807. 

I  LAST  evening  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  3d  ultimo,  and  rejoice  at  Mr.  Brigg's  safe  arrival, 
however  unseasonably  ;  for  1  had  begun  to  feel  serious  con- 
cern for  his  safety. 
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\  oil  musi  loni^  hc-loic  ll>is  pciiDd  liave  licard  ot  ilic  salu- 
lary  dicisiun,  lo  wliich  I  liavc  been  driven  in  this  citv»  and  oi 
the  persecution  and  abuse  1  have  sufl'ered  and  an>  suH'eiing, 
ill  coiise(|iunce  iliereor:  the  late  cleineiicy  and  conlidencc 
extentli'd  t«)  (oloiiel  IJuir  in  the  Mississippi  tei  liloi  y,  tlic  po- 
pular standiii);  lie  had  aecjuired  there,  his  inock  trial  and  uc- 
iiuillaj,  and  his  recent  Hif^ht  iVom  justice,  may,  I  hope,  have 
ilie  tendemy  to  dissipate  the  delusions  spread  al)road,  by  his 
open  adherents  and  numerous  secret  friends  in  this  (piarter; 
and  at  the  same  lime  sir,  to  illustrate  the  soundness  of  those 
stroiii;-luuided  precautions,  to  which  I  resorted  to  destroy 
the  concert  and  cu-c>i)eraiion  of  the  conspirators,  to  stem  the 
torrent  of  disatVeclion,  and  to  save  this  city  from  the  horrors 
of  civil  commotion.  But  ah-y  ivhn\  ihr  tcnific«t  his  fia.tsvd 
(ir.unj  and  dang.rs  have  diia/i/imred,  I  munt  ho/ie  J  .shall  not  bt 
Icfl  alone.,  to  huJJ'vt  a  combination  of  tin-  bar  and  bench. 

I  could  not  believe  Mr  liurr  was  so  unhallowed  and  pro- 
found a  villain,  as  he  has  proved  himself;  deep  indeed  have 
been  the  nu-asures  emi)Ioyed  to  deceive  me,  and  dou')lless 
hi^  impositions  have  prevailed  over  hundreds  ;  no  doubt  re- 
mains with  me,  that  he  has  duped  both  the and lej^a- 

tions,  and  converted  them  to  his  use,  by  the  promise  of  the 
subversion  of  our  i!;ovcrnment  on  ihc  one  hand,  and  the  re- 
volutionizinc:  of  Mexico  on  the  other. 

I  cons^ratulate  you  sir,  with  my  whole  soul,  on  the  issue 
which  the  nefarious  project  has  taken  ;  for  akhoutjh  we  may 
for  some  time  lo  come,  be  subjected  to  pergonal,  and  in- 
deed local  conflicts  and  collisions  in  this  quarter,  yet  I  consi- 
der the  general  safety  secured,  and  I  view  tvith  exultation  the 
tr,'u!n/ih  of/irinci/ilc  in  the  patriotic  dis/ilay  made  by  the  states 
of  the  Ohio. 

I  shall  be  careful  of  the  letters  to  which  you  have  refer- 
ence ;  and  after  they  have  been  duly  authenticated,  1  shall  by 
a  safe  conveyance  transmit  Ihcin  lo  you  with  the  key  to  tiie 
cypher  fully  explained ;  a  cypher  desii^natcd  in and  im- 
parted lo  Mr.  Burr  in at  his  recjucst. 

From  my  dispatch  of  this  dale  lo  the  Secretary  of  War, 
you  will  discover  how  my  plan  to  seize  Mr.  Burr  has  been 
frustrated  ;  yet  I  will  hope  BIcnnarhasset,  Tyler,  Ralston  and 
Floyd  may  not  escape  mc  ;  all  of  whom  shall  be  sent  round  lo 
the  seat  of  government,  if  apprehended.  What  may  be 
Burr's  course  I  know  not,  yet  1  will  confess  that  I  believe  he 

still  cheats  the  and  therefore  it  is  probable  he  may  take 

refuge  with  them.  In  such  a  case,  what  must  be  my  con- 
duct ?  It  would  seem  that  his  vengeance,  and  that  oi"  his 
partisans,  here  and  elsewhere,  is  pointed  at  me.      After  hav- 
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ing  exhausted  his  genius,  in  devising  calumnies  to  blacken 
my  character  and  excite  popular  odium,  he  recently  wound 
lip  with  the  declaration  that  so  soon  as  his  trial  was  closed, 
he  would  "  seek  and  kill  me."  Some  of  my  friends  are  se- 
riously apprehensive  for  my  life,  which  is  of  too  little  value, 
one  would  think,  to  be  taken  in  so  foul  a  way. 


(No.  88  J 

New-Obleaxs,  i^fZtrz^cri/  \7tlt,  1807". 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  duplicate  of  my 
letter  of  the  13th  inst.  transmitted  by  the  last  mail ;  and  ir< 
obedience  to  your  desire,  1  aVail  mvself  of  the  conveyance  by 
judge  Spi'igg,  to  forward  you  one  of  Burr's  original  letters  to 
me,  and  by  the  next  safe  conveyance,  I  will  transmit  you  a 
literal  interpretation  of  it,  duly  attested,  which  I  have  not  yet 
taken  time  to  render  to  my  satisfaction,  though  you  will  find 
a  substmitial  exfiositioji  of  it  in  my  depositions  respecting 
Swartwout  and  Bollman. 

You  have  under  cover  also,  a  correct  interpretation  of  two 
letters,  received  from  the  second  person  to  whom  you  make 
reference ;  addressed,  doubtless,  at  Mr.  Burr's  instance,  to 
work  upon  my  prejudices,  hopes,  fears,  interests,  and 
ambition,  and  written  in  a  cypher  of  his  own  projection, 
(a  key  word)  and  conveyed  to  me  in  the  hieroglyphics, 
possessed  by  Burr.  As  these  letters  go  only  to  prove  a 
knowledge  of  some  undefined  impending  project,  and  as  the 
professed  design  of  the  writer  has  not  been  carried  into 
effect,  I  fear  the  exposition  will  produce  no  important  effect, 
and  it  will  certainly  strengthen  the  array  of  niy  enemies  ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  they  prove  he  must  be  an  important  evi- 
dence, if  he  can  be  brought  to  speak  out.  Of  these  things 
you  will  be  the  best  judge,  and  1  hold  myself  ready  to  accord 
with  your  desires.  Of  this  person's  agency  in  Burr's  con- 
spiracy, I  know  nothing  more  than  v/hat  is  explained  in  these 
letters,  which  contain  the  Jirst,  last,  and  only  hint,  even,  that 
he  ever  offered  me,  on  that  or  any  similar  subject.  Should 
you  deem  it  politic,  the  effect  of  the  enclosed  letter  may  be 
tried,  otherwise  let  it  be  destroyed.  The  flight  of  Burr,  the 
boldness  of  his  numerous  associates  in  the  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory, and  the  very  strong  interest  he  has  established  in  that 
territory,  again  involve  us  here  in  doubts  and  fears,  as  to  the 
speedy  termination  of  his  illicit  enterprise.  For  if  (as  is  be- 
lieved by  many)  he  is  now  concealed  near  Natchez,  and  on 
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the  brcakinf:  up  of  the  ice,  may  receive  400  or  500  auxilia- 
ries, it  is  pr()bal)lc  he  will  inukc  some  dcsperuic  attempt 
against  the  Spaniards,  either  in  West  I'lorida  or  by  Nacot^- 
doches;  for  unless  he  can  ^ild  his  crimes  by  sonic  extraor- 
dinary stroke  of  fortune,  lie  nuist  seek  the  )i;rave  as  iiis  only 
resort.  \\'e  have  many  here  who  would  wish  to  see  him  the 
master  of  the  city,  but  his  followers  will  n.H  support  him 
(generally)  in  anyatteiTipt  directly  aj^ainsl  the  United  Stales; 
and  besides,  my  little  force  has  become  too  respectable  to  be 
approached  by  any  body  of  irregulars,  without  imminent 
danger.  I  liave  this  nionuMit  been  advisedof  judge  Sprigg's 
determination  to  postpone  his  departure,  in  conserjuence  of 
which  1  shall  hazard   one   of  Burr's   letters  by  the  ensuing 

mail has  just  undeceived with  respect  to 

Burr's  designs,  and  now  1  shall  receive  an  apology,  I  expect, 
for  his  late  conduct. 

With  perfect  respect  and  true  attachment, 

1  am,  sir,  your  faithful  and  obliged, 

JA:   WILKINSON. 

I'/iorna.i  Jr/ftrson, 

Pra^idenl  of  the  United  States. 
True  copy, 

A.  PIXKNEY,  Cap 

General  Wilkimouy  to  general  Dayton^  referred  to  in  the 
/irecedinif  better. 

Nkw-Orlea.\s, /'ti?-M«r(/  17.7/,  1807. 
SIR, 

YOUR  letters  bySwartwout  and  Bollman,  both  reached 
my  liand  at  Natchitoches.  Such  letters  from  you  I  had  no 
right  to  expert,  and  ought  never  to  have  received.  \Vhal 
sentiment  have  you  ever  heard  from  me,  what  tint  of  charac- 
ter have  you  ever  observed  in  me,  to  warrant  the  conclusion 
that  I  was  capable  of  any  act  of  dishonor,  much  less  the  very 
foulest  ot  all  infamous  crimes,  military  treason  ?  The  arts, 
the  wiles,  the  audacity  and  falsehoods  of  Mr.  Burr,  certainly 
surpass  all  example  ;  but  being  on  the  spot,  and  near  the  scat 
of  government,  he  should  not  have  cheated  your  judgment, 
nor  imposed  on  your  understanding :  you  could  have  detect- 
ed his  infamous  dc'^igns  ag.iinst  our  countiy,  for  which  we 
have  all  staked  our  lives,  and  it  was  your  solemn  duty  to  have 
exposed  them. 

I  tfold  your  letters,  and  shall  not  employ  them,  if  you  will 
come  forward  whenever  a  trial  may  ensue,  and  on  oath  cir- 
cumstantiate the   grounds  on  which  tliev  were  founded; — 
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this  you  owe  to  me  and  to  the  public,  and  I  shall  expect  your 
conformity  to  this  proposition.  I  have  treated  your  nephew 
as  yon  desired  ;  that  is,  I  seized  and  sent  him  out  of  the  way 
of  temptation  to  some  overt  act,  which  might  have  forfeited 
his  life.  Your  son,  major  D.ivton,  is  here,  and  how  I  have 
treated  him,  I  will  leave  it  to  himself  to  inform  you.  I  send 
this  letter  to  Baltimore  by  the  ship  Comet,  and  shall  expect 
your  answer  by  mail,  transmitted  in  a  blank  to  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

JA:  WILKINSON. 
General  Dayton. 


{No.  89.) 

JUxtract  of  a  letter  from  ifcri/'ral  Wilkinson.,  to  the  firesidcnt  of 
the  UrJted  States,  dated 

New-Orleans,  iVfarc/z  \st,  1807. 
I  TRANSMIT  this  by  a  vessel  bound  to  Baltimore,  to 
cover  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and  to  tres- 
pass some  further  details  on  your  patience. 

The  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  S.  Dinsmore,  will 
apprise  you  of  the  state  of  things  at  Natchez,  and  particularly 
the  situation  of  Blennarhasset,  Tyler,  Ralston,  and  Floyd. 
Should  tWese  men  be  left  to  the  mummery  of  a  trial,  before  a 
tribunal  which  has  not  cognizance  of  their  offences,  they  will 
certainly  be  discharged  ;  your  wisdom  then,  sir,  will  decide 
■whether  they  ought  not  to  be  called  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  by  some  regular  process — for 
the  testimony  of  doctor  Carmichael  clearly  proves,  that  Ral- 
ston and  Floyd  were  accessaries  of  Burr,  and  privy  to  his  illi- 
cit designs ;  and  also,  that  Adair  was  an  associate,  and  had 
been  sent  by  Burr  to  me  on  a  sinister  mission.  You  know 
better  than  I  do,  sir,  how  to  estimate  the  testimonies  to  be 
deduced  from  those  premises,  and  v.ill,  I  have  no  doubt, 
direct  the  necessary  steps  for  their  attainment. 

We  have  just  received  reports,  by  several  letters  from  the 
town  of  Mobile,  dated  the  20th  and  21st  instant,  that  Burr 
had  been  apprehended  in  the  settlement  of  Tombigby,  by 
lieutenant  Gaines,  and  carried  prisoner  to  fort  Stoddert.  It 
is  said  he  was  discovered  on  the  18th,  at  a  village  called 
Wakefield,  about  35  miles  from  fort  Stoddert,  and  that  lieu- 
tenant Gaines  intercepted  him  on  the  road  the  next  day.  The 
account  is  circumstantial,  but  as  I  have  no  report  frorft  Mr. 
Gaines,  I  doubt  its  truth.  Y^ou  have  under  cover  the  copy 
of  one  letter  en  which  this  report  is  founded. 
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fXu.  \n)J 

S i.w  -i)iii.i:\siy  Marc/i  3d,  1807. 
bIH, 

I  H.Wi.  jiisl  rccti\cil  your  oriv^iuul  letter  of  llic  3(1 
January,  aiut  sincerely  conj';ralulaic  you  on  the  arrest  ol 
liurr,  thoui;li  1  Tear,  from  llie  route  Uy  wliich  l»e  has  been 
sent,  that  you  will  never  lind  hin»  at  Wasiiinijion.  The  popu- 
lar feelings,  his  extreme  art  and  desperation,  conspire  to  fa- 
vor his  escape.  Mr.  Gaines  has  ceriaii.ly  done  for  ilje  best, 
but  1  should  have  piefcrred  to  send  hint  by  sea.  The  inci- 
dent ol' the  Spanish  ofl'icer's  visit  to  Hurr,  seems  confirma- 
tory of  the  suspicions  which  1  have  enicrlained.  h  is  a  lact, 
that  IJuir  has  informed  several  of  his  coniidants  that  Yrujo 
oftered  him  arms  and  niilitary  stores  ;  but  he  has  lied  so  abo- 
minably that  his  word  is  worth  nothing;.  I  have  no  immedi- 
ate fears  from  the  Dons,  as  their  force  in  the  tract  they  occu- 
py near  us  is  not  coiibiderable,  and  that  force  is  now  divided 
bei\>een  IJaion  Rou^^c,  Mobile,  and  I'cnsacola ;  yet  we  must 
keep  a  vii^iLiil  eye  to  them. 

lor  the  justice  you  have  done  mc,  I  can  only  say,  com- 
mand my  life,  and  if  1  had  fortune,  I  would  add  that  also. 
Sutter  no  consideration  for  me  to  all'ect  the  public  harmony. 
But  for  the  natural  rei)ulsion  opposed  to  the  attacks  of  an 
enemy,  I  could  find  in  my  heart  to  ofl'er  myself  a  voluntary 
sacrifice  to  the  prejvidices  and  passions  of  Mr.  Randolph,  if 
Jic  vjouUl  coiiiract  ncv  r  more  to  mduli^c  Itis  jiridi:  and  raciu- 
tntnts,  Tjithout  regard  to  lirofirictijy  firincij.ley  or  decorum. 

Governor  Claiborne  and  myself  having  differed  on  some 
subordinate  points,  my  enemies  would  infer  that  I  am  de- 
sirous to  supplant  him  in  office.  The  suggestion  is  disho- 
norable to  uie,  and  is  ojiposiic  to  every  inclination  of  my 
breast ;  indeed  he  has  richly  earned  more  than  he  enjoys,  by 
the  i)erseculiun  which  he  lias  suffered  and  is  still  sufleiing, 
from  those  whom  lie  has  served  ;  and  n(,iv^  could  my  wishes 
prevail,  or  rather,  were  they  necessary,  they  would  be  offered 
in  his  support. 

Ashly,  the  guide  of  Burr,  and  taken  with  him,  was  an  in- 
habitant of  this  city  ;  this  man  could  doubtless  say  much  if 
he  would  speak,  and  therefore  should  be  taken  care  of:  I 
have  written  Mr.  Gaines,  to  procure  his  confession  if  possi- 
ble. I  presume  it  will  be  necessary  for  nic  to  attend  Burr's 
trial,  and  if  so,  I  beg  1  may  receive  the  earlicil  adxice  of  it. 
With  perfect  respect  and  attachment, 
1  am,  sir,  your  faithful  and  oli'.iged, 

JA;  Wll.MINSON. 
2'homas  Jrfftrson, 

President  of  the  United  States. 
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fj\o,  91 J 

HEAD  QUARTERS, 

Natchitoches,  October  \6th,  1306- 
SIR, 

NOTHIXG  new  has  occurred  since  my  last  of  the  1 2ih 
instant.  I  have  advanced  about  one  hundred  men  to  the 
Adaies,  and  in  three  or  four  days  shall  follow  with  my  whole 
force.  The  Spaniards  continue  posted  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Sabine,  and  have  guards  at  all  the  fords ;  tliey  violate  our 
territorj-  daily,  by  crossing  the  river  with  light  armed  parties, 
and  speak  confidently  of  a  reinforcement  of  1400  men. 

You  have  under  cover  a  copy  of  the  letter  transmitted  to 
me  for  you,  by  governor  Cordero,  and  written  by  the  captain 
general  Salcedo,  in  reply  to  your  letter  to  governor  Herrara. 
I  have  considered  it  of  so  much  importance,  that  I  have  dis- 
patched the  original  to  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
though  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  sutisfactoiy  translu- 
Uon  of  it. 

I  have  not  received  the  scrip  of  a  pen  from  governm.enl 
since  we  parted  ;  I  consider  the  times  ei^entjul^  and  then-fore 
must  jiray  of  you  to  be  ready  for  offtiice  aa  Kuell  as  defence : 
you  cannot  be  too  alert  and  -vigilant. 

Health  and  respect, 

(Signed)  JA:  WILKIXSOX- 

His  excellency  governor  Claiborne. 


CNo.  92.  j 

New  Orlkans,  March  3t/,  1807. 
DEAR  SIR, 

LIEUTEXANT  Ballard,  of  the  navy  yard,  informed 
me,  a  Spanish  armed  vessel  had  permission  to  pass  up  the 
river  to  Baton  Rouge.  Since  receiving  lieutenant  Gaines's 
letter,  which  I  have  just  sent  you,  I  think  we  should  view 
every  movement  of  the  Spaniards  v.ith  a  jealous  regard  ;  for 
truly,  I  must  believe  they  have  been  more  or  less  connected 
in  Burr's  conspiracy.  Pardon  this  suggestion,  which  I  dare 
say  has  struck  you. 

Truly  yours, 
(Signed)  JA:  Wn.KINSON 

Governor  Claiborne. 


i 
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C  \'o.  93  J 
War  1)kp\k  tment,  jVovrmhrr  B/A,  1806. 

THE  grrat  probuhillty  of  an  amicable  and  early  scttlc- 
imnt  of  our  (iifi'ii-cnci's  witii  Spain,  at  l\tns,  had  icn«UMcd 
tlif  executive  of  llic  Uniicii  SUi'ts  CNtriinely  desirous  of 
avoidinj;  actual  hostililiis,  l)ccau  i-  it  would  he  mere  dcsuiic- 
tion  ot  hunwu  life,  wiihout  affcttiiij;  in  the  sjuailesi  deirrtc, 
llie  seitlenieni  or  its  conditions.  They  had  therefore  deter- 
mined to  as"5unie  the  Sabine  as  a  temporary  line  of  sepa- 
ration, between  the  troops  of  the  two  nations;  including  no 
pi  ice  actually  held  by  Spain,  but  Bayou  Pierre,  which  was 
therefore  excepted  in  the  orders  of  May  fuh,  and  that  with- 
out any  re:^irictiim  as  to  tin  force  tlic  Spaniards  mi^^ht  choose 
to  place  there.  \Vc  yielded  to  their  retaining  its  possession 
because  they  had  it;  and  the  temporary  ground  we  thought 
it  best  to  take  was  the  statua  quo. 

Tiie  executive  hope  that  you  have  done  no  more  than  take 
the  i^osiiion  hinted  at  in  a  former  letter  of  yours,  between 
li.you  rierre  and  Nacogdoches,  but  still  on  our  side  of  the 
Sabine,  in  order  by  putting  them  in  fear  for  Nacogdoches, 
to  induce  them  to  retire  from  Bayou  Pierre.  If  tliis  has  ta- 
ken place,  and  without  any  actual  hostility,  it  will  be  deemed 
foitunutc  :  but  if  hostilities  have  taken  place,  in  order  to 
drive  the  Spaniards  by  force  from  B:\you  Pierre,  the  execu- 
tive regret  it,  as  conir.iry  to  their  intentions,  and  as  a  useless 
Sacrifice  of  the  lives  it  muy  have  cost.  But  whether  hostili'ies 
have  been  actually  committed  or  not,  you  arc  inimcdiately 
instructed  to  propose  to  ti.e  Spanish  commandant,  a  written 
convention  of  the  tenor  of  the  one  now  enclosed  ;  and  if  it  is 
agieed  to,  vou  will  leive  at  Natchitoches  only  three  compa- 
nies, and  wi'i  draw  the  rest  of  the  force  to  Tort  Adams.  But 
if  the  convcMicm  cannot  he  obtained,  you  may  agree  to  such 
temporary  lir  e  ol  patroles  bet^^'ecn  the  respective  positions, 
occupied  l)y  the  -roops  of  the  two  nations,  a?  will  prevent  or 
suspend  hostilities  tiil  furtiier  orders;  ano  if  you  should  have 
It  that  time  possession  of  B  lyou  Pierre-,  you  may  even  agree, 
ihould  it  be  insisted  on,  to  withdraw  the  l-'nited  States  troops 
rom  that  settlement,  piovidcd  it  shall  not  lie  occupied  by 
the  Spanish  troops. 

If  every  proposition,  either  of  convention,  suspension  oi 
temporary  line,  shall  be  rejected,  you  will  take  the  beat 
easures  lor  tlie  protection  and  defence  of  the  settlements 
our  actual  possession  :  still  observing  that  if  no  luistilities 
hall  have  begun,  you  are  to  rem  vin,  till  attacked,  strictly  on 
•ool.  ii.  14 
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the  defensive  ;  and  that  you  are  not,  ia  any  event  whatever, 
to  cross  the  Sabine  river. 

If  either  a  convention,  or  suspension  of  hostilities,  shall  be 
agreed  on,  any  Spanish  post  east  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
may,  as  you  seem  to  have  contemplated,  have  been  previous- 
ly occupied  by  us,  must  be  evacuated.  Nor  is  any  such  post 
to  be  occupied,  even  in  case  hostilities  are  continued  on  the 
west  of  the  .Mississippi,  unless  the  safety  of  New  Orleans 
shall,  in  the  joint  opinion  of  governor  Cl.dborne  and  yourself, 
render  it  necessary  to  take  possession  of  the  country  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Pearl  rivers.  No  part  of  the  country 
east  of  Pearl  river,  must  in  any  event  be  occupied. 
J  am  very  respectfully,  sir, 

your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
General  James  jni'cir.son. 


Heads  of  a  convention  to  be  jiroposed  betvjeen  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  American  and  Sfianish  troops^  ivestivard  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  southward  of  the  Red  river. 

1.  There  shall  be  an  immediate  suspension  of  hostilities 
between  the  United  States  and  Spanish  troops,  westward  of 
the  Mississippi.  The  Sabine  river  shall  be  assumed  as  a 
temporary  line  of  separation,  between  the  troops  of  the  two 
nations ;  and  the  troops  of  neither  party  shall  occupy  any 
post  on  Red  river,  or  any  of  its  waters  above  Natchitoches. 

2.  The  intercourse  between  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  two  posvers  heretofore  permitted,  shall  be  restored,  [or,] 

2.  No  intercourse  shall  be  allowed  between  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  the  two  nations  dwelling  on  either  side  of  the 
said  line,  and  any  such  person,  passing  to  the  other  side 
thereof,  may  be  imprisoned  at  pleasure,  at  the  nearest  post  of 
the  party  arresting  him. 

3.  Neither  party  shall  establish  any  new  military  post  be- 
tween the  meridiuns  of  Natchitoches  and  Nacogdoches,  but 
the  increasing  tne  strength  of  the  military  posts,  now  held 
by  <!iem,  shall  be  no  breach  of  this  convention. 

4.  Neither  party  shall  excite  the  Indians  to  take  up  arms, 
or  to  take  any  part  in  the  dispute  between  the  two  nations;  on 
the  contrary,  then  right  [of  self  government  in  their  own 
towns  and  lerritoriL-s,  and]  of  passing  freely  and  amicably 
into  the  territories  of  these  parlies,  shall  remain  as  hereto- 
fore. 


APPENDIX.  107 

5.  'I'lu'  citizens  or  siibifcts  ofiitlicr  pait\ ,  who  liavc  been 
uncsted  l)y  the  troops  ol"  llie  other,  and  arc  now  in  confinc- 
iiicm,  shail  he  inmieiliatcly  liberated,  and  passports  given 
them  to  retnrn  home. 

6.  Tlic  supreme  authority  of  cither  nation  shall  be  free  lo 
refuse  its  rauhcation  of  this  convention  ;  and,  after  ratifying; 
it,  shall  be  free  to  revoke  it  at  pleasure  ;  but  no  act  shall  be 
done  in  contravention  ol  it  by  either  paity,  duiini;  six  nionlhS 
from  the  date  ol  this  convention,  nor  thcreaUer,  until  one 
■month's  notice  shall  liavc  been  given  the  other  parly  of  such 
refusal  lo  ratify,  or  of  t^uch  revocation. 

N()Ti:S. 

Arlick-  1.  It  may  however  be  agreed  on  as  an  ultima- 
tum, that  tiic  Spaniards  may  keep  jjosscssion  of  Hayou  Pierre, 
but  the  garrison  noi  to  exceed  ihc  nunibcr  it  consisted  of  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  June  last.  If  the  Spaniards  agree  to 
•withdraw  their  troops  to  St.  Anlonio,  leaving  no  more  than  a 
given  number,  say  300,  at  Nacogdoches,  it  may  be  agreed 
that  the  United  States  will  withdraw  their  troops  from  Ked 
river,  leaving  no  more  than  a  given  number,  say  300,  at 
Natchitoches,  and  the  other  settlements  west  of  the  bank  of 
the  Mississippi. 

Art.  -     Agreed. 

An.  1.  The  words  between  [  ]  may  be  omitted. 

Art.  5.   Not  to  be  considered  as  an  ultimatum. 

Art.  6.  Not  to  be  insisted  on.  i 
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Letter  from  general  Jndrew  Jackson,  to  his  excellency  Wm. 
C.  C.  Claiborne,  Esq. 

Nashville,  .Vovemder  Xlth,  1806. 
SIR, 

ALTIIOU(iH  it  is  a  long  time  since  I  sat  down  to 
write  you,  still  that  friendship  which  once  existed,  remains 
bright  on  my  part ;  and  although  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you,  I  have  waded  through  difficult  and  disagreeable 
scenes,  still  I  have  all  that  fondness  for  my  old  and  former 
friends  that  I  ever  had,  and  their  memory  has  been  endeared 
to  me  by  the  treachery  I  have  experienced  since  I  saw  you, 
by  some  newly  acquired  ones.  Indeed  I  fear  treachery  is 
become  the  order  of  the  day ;  this  induces  me  to  write  to 
you.  Put  your  town  in  a  state  of  defence  ;  organize  your  mi- 
liti.'.,  and  defend  your  city  as  well  against  internal  enemies  as 
external :  but  I  fear  you  will  meet  with  an  attack  from  quar- 
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ters  you  do  not  at  present  expect.  Be  upon  the  alert ;  keep 
a  watchful  eye  on  our  general,  and  beware  of  an  attacl;,  as 
well  from  your  own  country  as  Spain.  I  fear  there  is  some- 
thing rolteu  in  the  sute  of  Denmurk-  You  have  enemies 
within  your  own  city,  that  may  try  to  subvert  your  govern- 
ment, and  trv  to  separate  it  from  the  Union.  You  know  I 
never  hazard  ideas  without  good  grounds :  you  will  keep 
these  hints  to  yourself.  But  1  say  again,  be  upon  the  alert ; 
your  government,  I  fear,  is  in  danger,  1  fear  there  ai-e  plans 
on  foot  inimical  to  the  Union  ;  whether  they  wiii  be  attempt- 
ed to  be  carried  into  effect  ov  not,  I  cannot  say  ;  b-./.t  rest  as- 
sured they  are  in  operation,  or  I  calculate  badly.  Beware  of 
the  month  of  Deccmoer.  1  love  my  country  wind  govern- 
ment; 1  hate  the  Dons.  I  would  delight  to  see  Mexico  re- 
duced ;  but  I  wJ\l  die  in  the  last  ditch,  before  I  would  yield  a 
foot  to  the  Dons,  or  see  the  Union  disuniicd.  This  I  write 
for  your  own  eye,  and  for  your  own  safety  ;  profit  by  it,  and 
the  Ides  of  March  remember. 

With  sincere  respect, 

I  am,  as  usual,  your  sincere  friend, 
(Signed)  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Mrs.  Jackson  desires  her  best  wishes  to  you. 


{No.  95.) 

Defiosition  of  commodore  Shatu. 
BE  it  known,  tlu\t  on  or  about  the  seventh  day  of  Janu- 
ary, anno  domini  1807,  Mr.  Bradford,  printer  of  tS;e  New- 
Orleans  Gazette,  waited  on  this  deponent,  captain  Shaw,  of 
the  United  States'  navy,  and  dfter  delivering  a  letter  from  a 
correspondent,  he  observed,  that  he  had  spent  some  tin.e  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  Philadelphia;  and  from  Phila- 
delphia he  had  travelled  to  Pittsburg,  and  from  tlience  pro- 
ceeded   towards    New-Orleans;    that   the  country  through 
which  he  passed,  was  tilled  with  commotion,  and  that  there 
were  a  great  number  of  the  friends  and  followers  of  colonel 
Burr.      Mr.  Bradford  also  mentioned,  that  he  haci  seen  at  the 
mouth  of  Cumberland  river,  some  of  the  public  gun-boats, 
and  a  number  of  men  employed  in  fitting  them  out,  and  that 
they  were  lo  join  Burr;  that  the  men  at  work  on  board  the 
gun-boats,  told  him  (Bradford)  that  colonel  Lyon  had  given 
up  the  gun-boats  to  colonel  Burr;  and  that  he,  colonel  Lyon, 
was  one  of  Burr's  partizans.    Bradford  furthei  observes,  that 
he  saw  a  number  of  small  arms,  which  he  supposed  were  car- 
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ricd  on  board  tlic  g\in-bonit. ;  ami  lliat  tl^c  men  at  voik  on 
b(jurd  tlie  gun-l^ouih,  iiilurmtd  him  (Hradton')  ihai  colonel 
liiirr  had  is-^iicd  arms  ui'd  an.miiiiiiion  to  2,000  men  ;  that 
bui'f's  lloiilla  ( onsistfd  of  sivtn  j;uii-boi.ls,  and  a  brit';  ol  10 
^uns;  :tpd  that  captain  'i  albot  was  commander  cllhc  ll.itilla. 
IJ-aillon' a'so  cbsiTvcd,  that  he  was  sus]K-clcd,  and  llat  in 
oid«r  to  hi  I  w  lus  innocence,  he  woulc'.  wait  on  t:;eni  lal  Wil- 
kiison.  v.nu  I'isclose  to  hini  all  he  knew  conceinini.-  liuri  and 
liis  i>lc)l^J,   ani.  iunhci  ihib  deinment  saitl.  not. 

JC.HN   SHAW. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  bciore  me,  tins   ".•2th  day  ol   May. 
1807. 

li.  CENAS, 
Justice  (jf  the  Jicace. 


fXo.  96.  J 

Dcfiosidon  cf  commodore  Shavj  and  William  Thar)). 

Bli  it  remembered,  that  this  day,  to  wil:  the  sixteenth 
day  of  April,  anno  domini  1807,  personally  appeared  before 
mc  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
city  and  pai-ish  of  New-Orleans,  Joim  Shaw,  Esq.  captain  in 
the  LJniied  States'  navy,  ami  William  Tharp,  Esq.  who  being 
duly  -■•uornon  the  nolyevanj^elist  of  the  AlaiightyGod, declare 
and  "say,  that  on  or  about  the  filieenth  day  of  January  last, 
1807,  passing  b)  il.e  coffee-house,  about  the  hour  of  twelve 
o'clock  at  noon,  ti.ey  were  accosted  opposite  the  principal  by 
juJ.^-t  Prevosloi  this  place,  who  observed,  that  he  was  happy 
to  infoim  these  deponents,  that  general  Adair,  the  second  in 
command  to  colonel  Burr,  had  arrived  m  town,  and  was  tlicn 
at  madam  l'ourat;e*s  ;   that  he  had  just  waited  on  liini.  or  had 
seen  the  nr.vn  who  had  created  so  much  stir,  who  said  colonel 
IJur.'  would  be  in  town  in  three  days  after  him  ;  that  it  wor.ld 
soon  be  discovered  if  the  constitution  and  justice  wo»;ld  pre- 
vail, or  that  of  the  usurpation  ot   power  and  tyranny  m£,ni- 
fcsicd  in  the  measures  at  present  adopted.     Oiner  remarks 
were  lu.  dc  l^y  Hie  jud:.;e,  in  tone  and  gesture  discovcing  evi- 
dent marks  of  irritation  and  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the 
oflicers  of  the  i;ovcrnment,  and  impressed  one  (*f  the  dei)o- 
ncnts  with  an  idea  that  the  judge's  (.bjf  ct  was  to  be  personal 
with  coplL-in  John  Sliaw;  and  extoitei  a  reply,  that  he  (cap- 
tain Shaw)  knew  no  private  character  he  obeyed,  and  execu- 
ted liib  orders  Aithout  p  irtia.ity,  ;'nd  sh«)uld  alw&vs  be  alert  to 
meet  and  apprehend  the  disturbers  of  tiie  peace  and  harmony 
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of  his  governiYicnt.  These  deponents  remained  but  a  few 
Tninvites  with  judge  Prevost,  and  went  to  the  lodgings  of  the 
captain,  where  the  deponents  considered  it  correct  to  in- 
form general  Wilkinson  that  general  Adair  was  then  in 
town  ;  which  captain  Shaw  did,  by  sending  his  servant  with 
a  note  to  general  Wilkhison. 

JOHN  SHAW, 
WM.  THAKP. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  day  and  year 
within  written. 

B.  CENAS, 

Ju  fit  ice  of  the  peace. 


{No.  97.) 

Translation  of  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  rank  ^ 
nvho  fmssed  the  mountains  ivith  colonel  Burr,  dated  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  September  lOth,  1806,  to  a7iother  gentle- 
man, engaged  in  the  public  service  at  Nev^-Orleans. 

"  I  ARRIVED  here  yesterday,  after  having  rode  eight 
hundred  and  ten  miles,  sometimes  being  interrupted  in  the 
route,  from  complaisance  to  the  companion  of  my  journey, 
■whom  I  fortunately  rejoined  at  150  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
and  who  appeared  to  have  friends  and  business  in  every  cor- 
ner of  the  back  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  the 
statesof  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  I  did  not  part  with  him  until 
we  reached  Chilicothe,  on  the  Scioto  river,  where  my  affairs, 
or  rather  our  common  affairs  (for  I  have  become  his  associ- 
ate) obliged  us  to  take  different  routes  for  Louisville,  Avhere 
I  expect  him,  that  we  may  consult  together,  and  that  I  may 
take  his  letters  to  the  merchants  at  St.  Louis,  where  I  shall 
be  charged  with  all  the  affairs  of  the  company,  while  he  will 
have  the  management  on  the  Ohio.  We  shall  make  our  best 
exertions  that  our  merchandise  may  be  in  readiness  in  the 
month  of  October,  in  order  that  it  may  be  delivered  at  J^^eiv- 
Orleans  by  the  middle  or  end  of  December." 


{No.  98.) 

New-Orleans,  December  \7th,  1806. 
SIR, 

HAPPENING  some  days  since  to  be  in  a  company,  where 
each  one  was  offering  his  opinion,  concerning  the  probable 
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object  of  the  military  prcpuralions  tliut  were  going  on,  and 
the  cause  ol'  tlic  secrecy  observed  ;  some  one  buid,  tliui  lie 
believed  there  existed  well  grounded  apprehciisiona  i'rom 
lUirr's  coming;  this  way,  in  his  expedition  to  Mexico.  'I'nis 
bronchi  to  miiul,  a  proposal  which  had  been  made  to  me,  to 
join  an  association  lor  that  purpose:  I  nientioned  tiial  mk  h 
had  been  the  case.  This  circumstance  scarcely  ever  oc- 
curred to  my  mind,  till  on  the  16ih  inst.  I  read  the  i^overnor's 
l)roclamation.  After  some  reflection,  I  determined  to  disclose 
what  I  knew  concerning;  it.  1  found  commodcjrc  Shaw  in 
company  with  his  excellency;  to  liiem  I  made  the  following 
disclosure,  viz.  Ikinijj  in  town,  from  ,\ppalousa  county,  in  l"e- 
Iiruary  last,  and  hai)pcnini;  to  be  at  the  principal,  I  there  n)et 
Mr.  Richard  R.  Reene,  who  took  me  aside,  and  after  the 
usual  salutations,  told  me  that  he  thou;.;ht  I  would  be  n  fine 
fellow  in  a  hazardous  expedition,  and  said,  "  Rogers,  what 
would  you  think  of  a  trip  to  Mexico;"  my  answer  was,  that 
I  should  be  pleased  to  go  any  where,  if  money  wi'S  abundant 
there  ;  but  begged  him  to  be  ex[)licil :  he  suifl  that  he  could 
disclose  notliing  of  the  plan,  without  my  taking  the  oatii  of 
secrecy — to  this  1  objected  ;  he  then  said,  1  am  going  out  of 
my  bounds,  my  good  fellow,  but  assure  yourself  that  A  IJurr 
heads  the  party,  which  has  been  ten  years  on  foot ;  he  has  tea 
thousand  men  ut  command,  and  many  emissaries  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Spanish  America,  who  are  making  pariizans. 
Many  of  tlie  most  intlucntial  churacters  of  the  United  States, 
continued  he,  arc  of  the  association,  sucli  as  Jonathan  Dayton  ; 
liere  he  stopped.  1  asked  if  there  were  any  partizans  here  Yes, 
there  is  Livingston,  captain  Stille,  Gurley  and  Jas.  Brown, 
and  lieutenant  Wilson,  and  we  wish  as  rtiany  of  the  army  as 
possible.  He  mentioned,  I  thought,  the  two  last  characters, 
more  with  an  intention  to  bring  me  over  than  any  thing  else ; 
he  did  it  hesitatingly — there,  said  he,  we  shall  have  a  govern- 
ment upon  liberal  principles;  none  of  your  niggardly  demo« 
cracies.  He  left  me,  with  saying  that  we  shall  have  a  meet- 
ing to-morrov/  evening,  where  you  may  go  with  me.  I  weiit 
up  the  river  before  the  meeting  took  place.  I  had  forgot  to 
mention,  that  he  said  the  plan  was  similar  to  that  of  the  Irish 
rebels,  being  so  many  smaller  circles  uniting  in  a  larger;  and 
that  no  one  member  knew  more  than  four  or  five  more,  so 
that  no  dangerous  or  extensive  disclosures  could  be  made  by 
the  weak-hearted. 

W.  ROGERS, 
Surifeon  U.  S.  navy. 
P   S.  The  above  narration  was  made  known  soon  after  my 
arrival  ia  Appalousa,  to  my  brothci-in-laW)  major  Geo.  Kiiig ; 
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we  jointly  laughed  at  it,  as  a  wild,  impracticable  scheme,  and 
has  been  considered  ever  as  such  by  me,  till  lateiy.  There 
may  be  errors  in  the  detail,  but  the  principal  circumstances 
are  certainly  correct 

W    ROGERS. 
Sworn  to  and  signed  before  me,  this  seventeenth  day  of 
Decemoer,  one  thousand  eitjht  hundred  and  six. 

JAMES  CARRICK, 

Justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Orleans. 


(No.  99.  J 

MiDDLETOWN,  December  22c?,  1806. 
DEAR  SIR, 

EXPECT  a  large  military  force  to  take  possession  of 
yourK;ity;  should  it  not  happen  before  this  reaches  you,  you 
may  look  out  with  hourly  expectation  of  seeing  it  headed  by 
colonel  Burr. 

This  is  intended,  should  you  see  it  in  time,  to  apprise,  in 
order  that  you  be  in  readiness  to  make  your  advantages  of  the 
times.  A  number  of  persons  from  thisneitarhbourhood  is  en- 
gaged on  this  expedition,  amongst  the  number,  is  your  ac- 
quaintance, M.  A.  Ralston. 

Believe  me  to  be,  though  much  disappointed, 
Still  I'espectfully  yours, 

W.  WHITE. 
Please  to  present  my  real  and  most  sincere  respects  to 
your  lady,  Mrs.  Burk;  tell  her  I  have  not  yet  forgotten  the 
promised  cask  of  brand. 

W.  W. 
Mr.  A.  Burk. 


{No.  100.) 

New-Orleans,  December  2'od^  1806. 
THE  undersigned,  on  their  solemn  oaths,  declare,  that 
in  a  conversation  with  James  Alexander,  Esr|.  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  month,  at  the  house  of  A.  L.  Dune  in, 
Esq.  on  the  subject  of  colonel  Burr's  expected  expedition  to 
this  territory  ;  he  expressed  in  general  terms,  a  disaffection 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  declared,  that 
although  he  was  a  citizen  of  those  states,  he  was,  in  politics 
and  patriotism,  an  Englishman.     That  as  to  the  expedition 
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ol  IJuiT  ;v^..inst  I.ouisiann  :uul  Mcx'ko,  hr  amis  cunfidont  it 
would  snctcfd,  slionUl  the  attempt  be  ruadc,  us  ilic  coiitt-st 
was  to  l)c  b(»\vc(H  \\'ilk'ms(ni  and  Ihiir;  men  l)ctwrcn  ulios(^ 
military  talents  there  was  no  comparison ;  jnd  s!i.',nil'icantly 
ciuiuirinp  at  the  same  lime,  it"  llw  >;eneral  had  conlidcnrc  in 
his  ofhciMs.  Tliat  at  the  head  of  "/i"  t/ruisand  mrity  Hurr,  in 
Ills  opinion, '.vonltl  be  able,  in  dofianco  of"  all  the  opposition 
tliat  I  ould  he  made  aj^ainst  him,  to  take  possession  of  this  place, 
and  command  all  the  resources  ollhe  rountry  ;  whirh  would 
enable  him  to  aceoniplish  his  objects  in  Mexico.  Thatwhen 
o;)po--ed  in  th<^se  opini<>ns,  tiic  said  Alexander  endcavort-f*.  to 
supp'Ht  then',  by  ariijument,  and  discovered  so  much  zeal  and 
passion,  that  politeness  and  delicacy  to  the  :j;cntlem  in  :\t  whose 
tabic  we  were  j^ucsts,  oblif^ed  us  to  change  the  conversation  ; 
that  from  the  who!c  tenor  of  Mr.  Alexander's  conversation  on 
this  occasion,  and  particularlv  his  zealous  \indicwlion  of  the 
political  and  nulitary  character  of  colonel  IJnrr,  the  under- 
si:.;ncd  were  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  he  was  accessary 
lo,  or  concerned  in  the  plot. 

(Si.;ncd^  M    IIOOKE, 

R.  DAVIDSON'. 
Signed  and  sworn  to,  the  -  ith  December,  l80G,befo,c  me, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  coimty. 

(Signed)  '   JAMES  CARRICK. 


fXo.    \0\.J 
Xi.w-OuLF.  VNS,  Drccmbcr  2-lf/i,  1806. 
Ticnjnmm  Hildrcth. 
THIS  man  first  appearcrl  in  the  United  States'  rendez- 
vous, on  the  20ih  inst.  and  oilered  himself  to  ship,  as  a  sail- 
maker,  on  l)oard  the  schooner  Keven;;c.    On  beini;  told  that 
no  such  birth  was  vacant,  he,  after  mucii  sinp;ular  and  ambi- 
guous conversation,  declared  that  forty  dollars  a  month  would 
not.  tempt  him  ;  that  he  hail  plenty  of  money,  and  did  not  like 
the  business. 

On  the  2  I  St  inst.  Ilildrelh  came  in  to  the  rendezvous,  and 
then  and  there,  in  the  hcarint^  of  the  recruitirii;  ofl'ircr,  de- 
clared himself  a  friend  of  Jiiirr;  bvil  the  said  Hilclretli  beinj'; 
intoxicated,  no  notice  was  taken  of  him,  except  turning  him 
out  of  doors. 

C)n  the  evenin£;of  the  23d  inst.  the  said  Hildrcth  was  stand- 
ing and  talking  with  a  person  in  the  rendezvous,  just  as  the 
recruiting  officer  entered  the  house  ;  Hildrcth,  on  pcrceivinp; 
v:l.  /.".  I :- 
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him  enter,  said  in  a  loud  voice,  which  was  distinctly  heard  by 
the  persons  present.  "  I  am  a  friend  of  Aaron  Pjurr.'*  'i'he 
recruiting;  officer  demanded  immenidteiy  of  Hiidreth,  if  he 
were  sober,  and  was  answered  in  the  following  words,  "never 
more  sober  in  my  life."  Hiidreth  was  then  knocked  down 
and  secured;  in  this  situation  he  affected  extreme  intoxica- 
tion, giving  loose  to  a  variety  of  expressions  in  favor  of  Burr, 
and  against  the  United  States. 

JOHN  RUSH, 
liccridting  officer  U.  S.  schooner' Re-'engc 


CNo.  102  J 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lcu^is  Kerr,  to  gen.  irilkinson,  dated 
New-Orlkaxs,  December  23d,  1806. 

I\IR.  ALEXANDER,  in  a  conversation  I  had  with  him, 
shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  endeavored  to  per- 
suade me,  that  the  Western  states  derived  no  advantage  from 
the  Union,  and  would  be  materially  benefited  by  a  separa- 
tion.' A  wi.rm  argument  ensued  between  us  ;  but  I  at  the 
iime,  thougiit  that  he  was  arguing  merely  for  the  sake  of  con- 
tr.idiction,  h  practice  not  unusual  with  him. 

After  the  arrest  of  BoUman,  Mr.  Alexander  and  I  fre- 
quently conversed  on  the  subject;  I  told  him, that ti.c interest 
he  took  in  B's  fate,  would  render  him  suspected  :  he  said  he 
should  esteem  it  an  honor  to  be  so  arrested,  i  have  been 
told,  thdt  he  made  use  of  the  same  expression  publicly,  at  the 
coifee-ho'ise,  but  I  was  not  present. 


^wYo.  103.; 

I,  JOHN  NICHOLSON,  of  the  city  of  New-Orleans, 
do  depose  and  say,  that  about  the  beginning  of  the  present 
month,  in  conversation  with  James  Alexander,  he  asked  what 
I  thought  of  Burr's  intention  to  conc-uer  this  place,  and  if  I 
should  not  like  to  take  a  jaunt  to  Mexico.  I  answered,  that 
Burr  was  a  traitor,  and  wished  he  might  share  the  fate  he  de- 
served. He  then  asked,  if  I  would  be  surprised  to  hear  gene- 
ral Wilkinson  order  his  army  to  salute  colonel  Burr  as  their 
commander  in  chief.  On  my  answering,  it  was  impossible 
that  the  general  could  be  the  associate  of  so  great  a  traitor, 
he  concluded  by  asking,  if  I  would   receive   a  commission 
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untlcr  colonel  litirr.  I  answered  in  tlic  nci^ativr,  and  the  con- 
vcrsaiien  icaaed. 

JOHN   NICHOLSON. 
Sworn  hcfoie  nic,  C6tli  l)cccni!)er,  isnr,. 

ri.iiMi ALET  irrrH, 

lunticc  of  ihr  Jirac  . 


fXo.  104J 

\r.\v-Oiti.K.ANs,  Dccrmbrr  2.6(h^  1.S06. 
I,  WH.L1AM  FLOOD,  of  the  city  of  Xcw-Orlcansj^ 
physician,  do  depose  and  say,  lliat  about  the  bc;j;innini;  of  the 
present  momli,  in  company  with  James  Alcxandtr,  I  heard 
him  say  tha^  a  se(  ession  of  tl.i- western  states  from  the  union, 
would  sIiorlK  take  place,  and  that  the  p;overnmenl  mei  itedlhc 
separation  for  th(  ir  imi  ec  ile  con(!uct  in  not  cxtendinj^  to 
them,  that  protection  which  they  had  a  right  to  demand;  that 
the  government  was  fcel)lc  ind  inefficient ;  and  a  variety  of 
other  conversation,  tending  to  justify  the  separation  of  the 
"Western  states. 

WILLL\M  FLOOD. 
Sworn  before  me,  tlus  :Jc3th  Detend.>er,  1806. 

ELIPHALET  FITCH. 

Juatice  of  the  [leacr. 


(Xo.  105.; 

AT  a  superior  court,  h.ol.'en  at  the  city  of  New-Orleans, 
in  the  .  ounty  of  Orleans,  wit'-in  and  foi  the  territory  of  Or- 
leans, on  the  twelfth  day  f  *'  J-tnuivy,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  liiousand  cij;ht  hundred  and  se\cn: 

The  i^rand  jurors  withir,  ;nd  for  the  said  territory  of  Or- 
leans, charged  amtin^  other  thinijs,  to  enciuire  if  any  person 
had  within  this  territoiy,  bcy^an  or  set  ot.  fool,  or  provided  or 
prepared  the  means  for  any  military  expedition,  or  enterprizc, 
to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the  territory  or  dcmini- 
ons  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  with  wton.  the  United 
States  are  at  peace  : 

Present,  that  they  are  satisfn^d  from  the  evidence  exhibit- 
ed to  them,  that  James  \Vorkman,  of  the  city  of  New-Or- 
leans aforesaid,  and  Lewis  Kerr  of  the  same  pU.ce.  totrethcr 
with  other  associates  to  the  jurors  unknown,  did,  on  or  about 
twelve  months  past,  confederate  together,  for  the  purpose  ol 
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making  a  military  expedition  against  the  dominions  of  the 
king  of  Sp^iu,  with  which  powci-  tlie  United  States  were 
then  at  peace  ;  that  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  this  unlawful 
expedition,  the  said  Workman  and  Kerr  did  entice,  persuade, 
and  use  their  influence  to  corrupt  divers  citizens  of  this  ter- 
ritory, together  with  several  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  whom  they  attempted  to  seduce,  and  alienate  from 
their  duty,  to  enga'^e  in  this  unlawful  enterprize.  'I'hat  to 
carry  this  expedition  into  effect,  they  did  propose,  counsel, 
and  advise,  to  seize  on  the  banks  in  ihis  city,  and  the  \essels 
lying  in  its  hurbor;  to  invade  the  post  of  Baton  Rouge,  to 
take  possession  of  Mobile,  and  from  thence,  by  the  aid  of  a 
maritime  force,  which  they  declared  would  co-operate  with 
them  at  the  latter  pluce,  to  proceed  to  the  invasion  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  Mexico. 

That  in  order  more  completely  to  execute  their  nefarious 
designs,  they  declared  and  gave  out  under  oaths  of  secrecy, 
that  men  of  the  most  influential  characters  vvere  engaged 
■with  them  in  this  unlawful  expedition,  as  well  in  this  said 
territory,  as  in  diilerent  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  jurors  aforesaid  do  therefore  present,  that  an  unlaw- 
ful military  expedition  as  above  mentioned,  has  been  set  on 
foot  in  this  territory,  by  the  above  named  James  Workman 
and  Lewis  Kerr,  and  others  unknown,  all  vvhich  the  jurors 
aforesaid  respcctiully  submit. 

A  true  presentment, 

EVAN  JONES,  Foreman. 
I  hereby  certify  ihat  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
original  presentment  on  lile  in  my  office. 

J.  W.  SMITH,  ci:.. 


(Ao.   106.) 

AT  a  superior  court,  holden  at  the  city  of  New-Orleans, 
in  the  county  of  Orleans,  within  and  for-  the  territory  of  Or- 
leans, on  the  12  th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eiq:ht  hundred  and  seven  : 

The  grand  jurors,  within  and  for  the  said  territory,  on  their 
oath,  present,  that  James  Workman,  late  of  the  city  of  New- 
Orleans,  in  the  county  and  territory  aforesaid,  esquire,  being 
a  wicked  and  seditious  man,  and  unmindful  of  the  duty  of  his 
allegiance,  and  cdntriving  and  intending  the  peace  and  com- 
mon tranquillity  of  this  territory,  to  disquiet,  molest,  and  dis- 
turb; and  the  government  by  law  established  therein,  wholly 
!o  subvert  and  ov■crthro^v,  and  to  excite  the  good  citizens  of 
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ihis  saiil  tcrfitoi'y,  to  insurrcctii)u,  rebellion,  ami  revolt,  as 
well  aj^ainst  ihe  i^ovenuneiit  by  law  csiablishcd  therein,  as 
ai^ainst  the  laws  and  government  of  tlie  Unileci  Stales  of 
America,  heretofore,  to  wit.  on  the  first  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eitcht  hiuulred  and  six.  and  on 
divers  otlier  days  and  times,  as  well  hi' fore  as  after,  at  the  city 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  aloresaid,  wickedly  and  seditiously, 
did  counsel,  advise,  entice,  and  persuade,  certain  divers  j^ood 
citizens  of  this  said  territory,  to  aid,  assist,  ar.d  promote  him, 
the  saiil  James  \\'orkman,  and  divers  others,  lo  the  jury  un- 
known, (whom  the  said  James  Workman,  declared  to  be  his 
associ.ites  in  the  same  wicked,  seditious,  and  traitorous  pro- 
ject) wholly  lo  separate  this  said  territory  from  liit  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  to  declare  the  same  independent 
thereof,  and  wholly  to  subvert  the  government  of  this  said 
territory  ;  to  lrans])ort  out  of  this  said  territory,  the  person 
then  lawfully  exercising  the  powers  of  governor  thereof,  and 
bJ  estaltlish,  by  violence  and  force  of  arms,  another  govern- 
ment therein,  wholly  indciJcndent  of  the  government  of  the 
United  Suites  of  America,  against  the  peace  of  this  territory, 
iuul  the  law  in  such  case  made  :.nd  provided. 

A  true  bill, 

FA' AN  JONKS,  Foreman. 

Judgment,  that  the  invliclmenl  be  quashed. 

June  \C/iy  1807, 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
original  indictment,  and  the  proceedings  thereon,  on  file  in 
i!)v  oiVice. 

J.  \v.  sMrni,  cik. 


{.\o.    1U7.) 

Coin  TV  of  Oiileaks,  ss. 

PERS()N"AI>LV  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county, 
loclor  John  F.  C'.armichael,\vho,on  his  solemn  oath  declares, 
hat  on  the  evening  of  the  1  llli  of  January  inst  Mr.  Ralston, 
c;nd  Mr.  Floyd,  the  son  of  captain  lloyd,  of  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, called  at  the  house  of  tins  deponent;  spv  nt  the  even- 
ing, and  breakf.isted  with  him  the  next  day  ;  ihal  the.convcr- 
sation,  during  the  evening  and  norning,  generally  related  lo 
the  various  opinions  in  circulation  respecting  ccloncl  Burr, 
f.nd  the  siiuation  of  this  country;  that  after  breakfast,  Mr. 
R;;lstou  opened  his  business  with  this  deponent,  stating  that 
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he  had  descended  the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  New-Madnd,  in 
company  with  colonel  Burr,  where  he  left  him  ;  that  general 
Adair  had  fjone  to  New-Orleans,  by  a  circuitous  route,  and 
■that  his  intention  was  to  communicate  with  s^eneral  Wilkin- 
son, and  to  return,  so  as  to  meet  them  at  my  house  about  that 
time,  if  possible  ;  that  it  was  an  object  with  them,  to  ascer- 
tain the  exact  situation  of  the  fort  at  i^j^Vm  Roiit^e,  the  state 
of  the  works,  the   nuaiber  of  men,  its  weak  situation  ;   and 
that  fort  Adams  was  of  some  consequence  ;    wh..t   United 
States'  troops  were  thei^e,  and  who  commanded  them  ;  v.hcre 
the    gun-boats    were,    and    who    individually   comniai,-.td 
them  ;  who  was  the  comm.ander  of  marines,  &c.     All  these 
questions  were  answered  by  this  deponeut  as  far  as  he  had 
been  acquainted  with  them.     The  said  Raiston  and  Floyd, 
proposed  to  this  deponent  to  visit  Baton  Rou<;e,  to  ascertain 
the  exact  situation  of  that  fort ;  but  declined,  when  the  orders 
of  colonel  Grand  Prez  were  stated,  and  the  difficulty  ^ittend- 
ing  such  an  enterprize.    Mr.  Ralston  informed  me,  that  coio- 
nel  Burr  was  to  be,  on  the  12th  day  of  January,  inst.  at  Bayou 
Pierre,  where  he  was  to  wait  for  his  reinforcements,  and  to 
receive  his  information  from  his  agents,  who  were  circulated 
through  the  country  in  that  time  ;   that  the  first  object  of  co- 
lonel Burr  was  to  take  Baton   Rouge,  where  he  was  to  raise 
his  standard,  and  to  make  his  communication  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;   where  he  was  to  be  joined  by  a 
number  of  men  already  engaged,  to  the  amount  of  ten  thou- 
sand men,  if  necessary  ;  that  the  number  of  men  at  present 
with  colonel  Burr,  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty,  but 
colonel  Burr's  arrangements  were  so  made,  that  the  men  al- 
ready engaged  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  should  join  with- 
out show,  so  that  no  possible  alarm  or  suspicion,  on  the  part  of 
the  eceneral  government,  might  take  place  before  he  had  left  the 
government,  and  taken  possession  of  Baton  Rouge.    Mr.  Ral- 
ston further  stated  to  this  deponent,  that  it  was  i^.ot  the  inten- 
tion of  colonel  Burr  to  promo'e  and  make  a  separation  of  the 
Union,  but  to  act  aeainst  the  Spanish  government, and  siuted 
the  intended  expedition  against  Mexico.     When  this  depo- 
nent mentioned  the  name  of  captuin  Shaw,  Mr.  Ralston  ob- 
served, that  if  he  was  one  of  the  Mediterranean  officers,  he 
was  friendly  to  their  measures  ;  that  it  was  well  understood, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  officers  of  the  army  and  .Medi- 
terranean officers,  were  already  engaged   in   their  interests. 
Mr.  Ralston  exp'-essed  great  surprise  a*  :pc.  conduct  of  gene- 
ral '.V;!K.i.;son,  in  arresting  certain  characters,  Swartwout, 
Ogden,  Boll  11. T,  and  Alexander,  and  repeatedly  isked  this 
deponent,  what  he  thought  of  the  conduct  of  general  Wil-. 
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kinson,  Bn<1  wlicther  he  bclicvetl  he  had  deserted  ihe  interests 
«)l  thr  paii\  ;  or  was  it  only  to  cover  his  greater  objects.  1  his 
deponent  fiirtlier  declares,  ihut  Mr.  I^alston  5>nd  Vir.  Iloyd, 
visited  fort  Adams,  on  ilie  evenini^^  of  the  I'.'lh  fiT  January, 
inst.  between  sun-set  and  dark,  andv.alked  lound  the  said 
fort. 

(Signed)  JOHN   F.  CAPyi    HAIL. 

Sworn  and  sijbs(  riljcd  before  nic,  this  18th  nay  oi  j.;hua- 
rv,  1S07. 

(Signcj,  E.  CKNAS, 

Junticc  of  the  Jicace. 


{,\o.    108.) 

Till",  undersigned,  volunteers  of  (he  New-Orleans  Inde- 
pendent Conii)any  ot  Artillery,  on  this  1  llh  day  of  January, 
1.''07,  ner«  by  declare,  thai  the  last  evening,  during  the  hours 
of  ti.  o  and  'hree  oclock,  a  certain  man  by  the  nanie  of  Peo- 
ples a%  lie  called  hin)sclf,  came  into  the  guard-house  at  .he 
L  iuie«i  States'  bank,  and  held  out  a  conversation  relative  to 
rojoiic!  lUiii's  expedition,  to  the  followiiii^  cfieci;  tliat  he, 
Peoples,  w.vs  conunissioncd  by  colonel  liurr,  and  that  the 
cnmnnssion  was  in  his  chest;  that  12,000  men  were  under 
Burr,  and  300  had  arrived  at  Natchez,  but  appeared  as  citi- 
zens ;  ihit  ilicy  came  down  six  and  seven  in  a  boat;  that 
colonel  Burr  would  not  injure  any  man,  and  would  go  to  Red 
r'wcT  ;  tii.il  three  gun-boats  were  taken  by  Burr,  of  the  United 
Suues;  that  the  force  up  the  river,  would  not  hinder  Burr, 
and  that  the  American  force  would  nc)t  prevent  the  expedi- 
tion of  Burr.  He  shewed  his  epaulets  to  the  undersigned, 
and  made  use  of  other  expressions  which  were  intended  to 
'  arry  into  operation  a  mutinous  spirit. 

(Signed)  JAMES  ROBINSON,  Scrg. 

U    (ILASS, 
JAMKS  JKUNE, 
PERDOME. 
By  the  secretary, 

T.  Brooks. 


(-No.  109.; 


AS  I  passed  through  iheChocktaw  nation,  I  wasoverta- 
ken  by  colonel  M'Kee,  w  Im  informed  mc,  he  had  set  out  for 
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the  Chickasaw  Bluffs  ;  that  on  his  way,  he  was  astonished  to 
find  an  express,  under  the  pay  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
letter  from  colonel  Burr  to  himself,  with  ox-devs  to  go  to  hinm 
wherever  he  might  be,  and  deliver  it;  he  also  mentioned 
his  having  a  letter  for  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  colonel 
appeared  desirous  to  reach  Briiinsburgh  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  mentioned  that  he  expected  to  see  colonel  B\irr.  He, 
"whiie  conversing  with  me,  appeared  to  be  at  a  loss  what  could 
be  his  (Burr's)  object;  he  expressed  s\irprise  at  the  stories 
gaining  belief,  that  he  intended  to  plunder  New-Orleans,  and 
gave  cis  a  reason,  that  he  did  not  think  there  were  men  so  aban- 
doned in  the  United  States,  as  to  attempt  it.  When  we  arrived 
at  Gibsonport,  the  colonel  left  me  to  go  to  Bruinsburgh,  near 
■which  plcice  colonel  Burr's  boats  then  lay.  *  Colonel  Wool- 
dridge  informed  me,  that  a  number  of  persons  from  the 
neighbourhood,  had  called  to  see  colonel  Burr  as  soon  as  his 
arrival  was  announced ;  and  that  he  told  so  plausible  a  story, 
that  they  returned  very  much  pleased  with  him.  He  was 
ordered  by  Mr.  Medd  to  march  the  whole  force  of  the  coun- 
ty down  to  where  colonel  Burr's  boats  then  lay,  and  make 
him  a  prisoner;  he  was  astonished  to  find  only  thirtv  five 
men  would  turn  out  on  the  occasion.  I  saw  a  number  of  mi- 
litia on  the  way,  through  the  upper  counties  of  the  Mississippi 
territory;  the  greater  part  of  those  with  whom  I  conversed, 
declared  they  wished  colonel  Burr's  plans  might  take  effect; 
and  declared,  if  he  was  only  at  Baton  Rouge,  they  would  join 
him.  Colonel  Wooldridge  informed  me,  that  Burr  had,  in 
a  conversation  with  him,  declared  his  intention  was  to  take 
the  Floridas,  and  not  New-Orleans,  as  had  been  represented 
by  general  Wilkinson. 

I  learnt,  while  in  Natchez,  that  colonel  Burr  had,  through 
colonel  Fitzpatrick,  proposed  to  Mr.  Mead,  to  give  himself 
up  to  the  civil  authority,  provided  he  could  have  a  trial  in  the 
territory  ;  he  dedared,  that  sooner  than  be  delivered  to  gene- 
ral Wilkinson,  or  sent  round  to  W\ashington  City  for  trial,  he 
would  defend  himself  while  he  had  a  man  living.  It  was  fur- 
ther understood,  that  if  colonel  Burr  could  not  convince  Mr. 
Me.id  that  his  intentions  or  plans  were  not  inimical  to  the 
government,  he  was  to  be  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 
when  he  gave  himself  up. 

(Signed)  T.  A.  S^HTH. 

*   Comma7i(lvii^  officer  of  the  mUUm  of  the  countxh 
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{Xu.   110.) 

New-Orikans,  M.nc/i  'J2</,  1807. 
SIR, 

AGREl".AnLI"i  lo  llic  tcHjucst  of  your  excellency,  I 
iiansniit  an  acLouiit  ofu  coiivcrsuliuii  1  liad  hontc  lime  in  the 
laontlj  of  October  last  wiili  a  Mr.  Drl.ibi>;arre,a  Kreiu  li  gen- 
tleman, wiili  whom  I  was  at  that  time  on  board  a  small  vessel 
on  a  passage  from  Pascavjoula  to  this  place  ;  the  conversa- 
tion as  near  as  I  can  recoiled  is  as  follows:  A  short  time 
before  leavinj^  Pasca};<)ula  in  October  last,  I  became  ac- 
(juaintccl  with  Mr.  D.  ..nd  Irequenlly  in  the  course  of  desul- 
tory conversation  with  him,  he  liintcd  to  nie  tiiat  a  revolution 
in  Orleans  mi)j;iil  be  soon  expected:  I  laughed  at  the  idea, 
and  not  supposing  him  serious,  look  no  noiice.  Upon  leav- 
ing Pascagoula  for  this  place,  Mr.  D.  came  passenger  in  the 
same  vessel,  and  the  day  afler  s^iiling  he  invited  me  to  break- 
fast with  him  ;  while  at  breakfast,  Mr.  D.  asked  me  if  I  was 
a  frec-njason,  and  h.iving  satisfied  him  on  that  head,  he  then 
asked  me  if  I  liud  any  properly  in  Ncw-Orleans,  and  what — 
having  lold  him  that  I  IkuI,  he  advised  me  lo  dispose  of  it,  as 
in  a  short  time  a  revolution  would  certainly  lake  place  there  ; 
that  this  country  would  (as  he  was  certain)  soon  be  separated 
from  the  Union,  and  that  in  case  those  events  should  happen, 
luy  property  would  be  of  no  value — he  said  that  he  with 
many  olliers  were  determined  to  make  ihcir  fortunes,  and  if 
I  would  sell  my  proi)eriy,  and  place  the  money  in  their  stock 
he  would  insure  mc  a  fortune  in  a  few  months — that  he 
wanted  a  few  more  enterprising  young  men  whose  fortunes 
would  be  soon  made.  From  the  tenor  of  Mr.  D's.  conversa- 
tion, I  appreiiended  that  he  was  really  acquainted  with  some 
plan  of  a  foreign  enemy,  to  endeavor  to  excite  a  revolution 
here  ;  but  considering  the  idea  rather  absurd,  I  told  him,  if 
the  Spaniards,  or  Trench  shoidd  by  any  means  endeavor  to 
repossess  Lc.uisiana  ihcy  would  not  keep  it;  lor  there  were 
Kcniuckymen  cnouc!;h  to  defeat  any  attempt  of  that  kind 
within  three  months — he  smiled  at  this,  and  said  I  was  mis- 
taken in  the  quarter  from  which  it  would  arise,  that  it  would 
originate  among  ourselves.  I  replied,  as  far  as  I  was  in- 
formed, the  people  in  general  and  the  oflicers  of  the  army, 
were  too  much  attached  to  the  laws,  and  the  s..cred  constitu- 
tion of  their  counlry;  he  replied  that  the  country  was  too 
large  to  be  governed  by  one  president,  and  stated  various 
reasons  why,  as  he  also  said,  1  was  much  mistaken  in  the 
people  and  the  officers — he  further  stated  that  his  scheme 
was  approved,  and  would  be  headed,  by  some  of  the  principal 
-■ll.rf.  l^ 
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officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The  above  is  the 
subst.ince  of  the  conversation — Mr.  D's.  continuing  through- 
out the  day  to  hint  to  me,  that  if  I  would  embark  in  the 
scheme  my  fortune  would  be  certainly  made,  I  wished  to 
know  the  particulars  ;  but  he  refused  to  satisfy  me  then,  say- 
ing that  if  I  would  call  upon  him  at  his  house,  in  New-Or- 
leans, he  would  satisfy  me  respecting  the  plan  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  success.  The  next  day  we  arrived  at  the  Bayou, 
and  I  heard  no  more  about  Mr.  D.  until  ten  days  after,  wJien 
his  servant  meeting  me  in  the  street,  told  me  his  master  was 
unwell,  and  wished  to  see  me.  I  did  not  go,  as  my  business 
Avas  then  rather  pressing. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  during  the  time  the 
above  conversation  took  place,  Mr.  D.  as  I  thought,  had  been 
drinking  rather  much,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  liquor  had 
operated  pretty  strongly.  I  thought  no  more  of  Mr.  D.  or 
his  revolution  until  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Alexander,  on  which 
occasion  being  called  upon  as  one  of  the  corps  of  dragoons 
to  assist,  the  above  conversation  again  came  to  mind ;  but 
not  liking  the  mode  of  Mr.  A's.  arrest,  I  was  apprehensive 
that  if  I  mentioned  the  conversation,  1  might  subject  myself 
to  difficulty,  if  the  caprice  of  an  individual  should  consider  it 
in  an  improper  light,  and  therefore  I  was  silent  on  the  oc- 
casion. 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  BRAND. 

County  of  Orleans,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  William  Brand,  who  on  his  solemn 
oath  declares  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  above  and  within 
writing,  are  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  sincere, 
and  true. 

WILLIAM  BRAND. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d,  March  1807. . 

B.  CENAS, 
Justice  of  the  peace. 


{No.  111.) 

New-Orleans,  .^/inV  14rA,  1807. 

A  SHORT  period  after  the  arrest  of  Mr.  James  Alex- 
ander, I  was  told  by  Mr.  R.  Sterry,  that  Mr.  Alexander  had 
read  to  him  some  days  before,  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
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tlie  Western  country,  in  which  a  number  of  fanciful  griev- 
ances acre  pointed  out,  aribini;;  from  their  connection  with 
tl'.e  llcistern  and  Northern  slates:  they  were  told  iliat  it 
"would  be  their  inlerebl  to  separate,  and  to  throw  oil'  at  once 
the  yoke  of  l)ondai^e.  Wlien  asked  by  Mr.  A.  for  liis  o|)inion 
of  ihe  address,  he,  Mr.  Steny,  observed,  "that  the  man  who 
wrote  it,  must  be  a  damned  rascal."  By  accident,  he  disco- 
vered that  the  piece  was  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander. 

O.  N.  SPLNCL. 


fXo.  i\2J 

^z-w-OnLKXss,  January  16/A,  \80T. 
ON  the  night  prior  to  my  late  arrest,  December,  18C6, 
j  I  met  the  honorable  Dom.  A.  Hall,  judge  of  the  federal  dis- 
^  trict  court,  at  the  public  l)all-room  ;  at  my  request,  we  went 
;  into  a  private  room  adjoininjr,  where  1  related  to  him  the  dis- 
1  agreeable  situation  in  which  I  felt,  and  opened  to  him  the 
matter  as  related  to  my  being  under  an  oath,  respecting 
Mexican  affairs;  and  said,  myself,  that  it  was  not  my  intention 
to  give  up  the  name  of  the  person  who  had  sworn  me.  He  said, 
♦'  By  God,  Small,  I  don't  think  there  is  an  honcster  fellow 
"  on  earth  than  you  are,  and  I  would  not,  if  I  were  you,  give 
"  up  the  name."  These  were  the  jjrecisc  words.  Onihc 
I5ih  of  January,  1807,  lieutenant  Murray  and  myself  went  to 
judge  Hall's,  to  give  our  evidence,  particularly  against  Lewis 
Kerr  and  judge  Workman,  who  were  present,  with  their 
counsel,  Edward  Livingston.  Murray,  on  seeing  that  Living- 
ston was  taking  out  a  habeas  corpus  for  general  Adair,  re- 
quested to  retire  for  fifteen  minutes.  I  accompanied  him, 
and  after  we  were  a  little  distance  from  the  door,  the  judge 
(Hall)  called  us  back,  and  requested  that  wc  shotild  not  tell 
the  general  (Wilkinson)  that  tlic  habeas  cori)us  was  a  taking 
out;  lieutenant  Murray  replied,  that  that  was  his  business 
out,  and  that  he  certainlv  should  do  it,  as  he  conceived  it  hiB 
duty,  or  words  to  that  effect.  The  judge  said,  that  it  was  by 
the  request  of  Mr.  Livingston,  he  had  interfered  or  spoken 
•"  us. 

(Signed)  FRANXIS  W.  S^L\LL, 

En.sig-n  2d  rrgimcnt. 
Signed  and  sworn  to,  before  mc  the  undersigned,  the  16th 
iayot  January,  1807,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  ol 
New-Orleans. 

C^ifJ'ied)  JAMLS  CARRICK 
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CNo.  113.; 

New-Orleans,  January  &th^  180?'. 

THIS  day  Mr.  James  Bradford,  printer  of  the  Orlean-=. 
Gazette,  called  on  me,  and  offered  the  following  information 
relative  to  colonel  Burr  and  his  operations.  On  enquir)', 
Mr.  Bradford  observed  he  had  nothing  to  state  which  had 
come  under  his  own  immediate  personal  knowledge;  but, 
that  he  had  his  information  from  a  young  man  from  Frank- 
fort, in  Kentucky,  by  the  name  of  Glass  ;  in  whose  veracity 
he  had  the  greatest  confidence,  and  Avho  arrived  at  Natchez 
shortly  after  he  (Bradford)  came  there  from  the  upper  coun- 
try, and  where  he  had  been  waiting  some  eight  or  ten  days, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  cotton. 

The  account  v/hich  Mr. Glass  gave, was  as  follows:  on  the 
fourth  of  December  Mr.  Glass  left  Louisville,  where  he  had 
been  for  a  few  days,  on  his  way  to  this  country,  at  which  place 
he  saw  a  great  number  of  men  publicly  drawing  arms  and. 
xmiform,  who  did  not  hesitate,  but  openly  professed  them- 
selves the  associates  of  colonel  Burr ;  that  at  the  time  he 
(Mr.  Glass)  left  Louisville,  colonel  Burr  was  at  Frankfort ; 
and  that  the  men  then  arming  in  the  former  place,  were  in- 
listed  for  him,  but  were  under  the  command  of  Messrs.  Davis 
and  George  Floyd ;  the  former  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  the 
latter  of  major  ;  that  the  object  which  these  gentlemen  held 
out  to  such  as  thought  proper  to  join  their  standard,  was  an 
expedition  to  Mexico.  Colonel  Floyd's  regiment  was  imme- 
diately to  set  out  for  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  river,  the 
grand  rendezvous  for  the  troops  destined  for  the  Mexican 
expedition.  Mr.  Glass  farther  stated,  that  when  he  passed 
the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland,  which  must  have  been  about 
the  12th  December,  colonel  Lyon  was  there,  with  a  number 
of  men,  and  was  waiting  for  two  gun-boats  that  were  aboui 
ten  miles  above,  on  that  river,  which  were  expected  on  the 
'iOth,  the  time  that  two  other  gun-boats,  built  at  Louisville; 
were  to  sail;  these  last  boats  were  to  transport  the  stores 
and  arms  then  at  Louisville.  Mr.  Glass  also  stated,  that  he 
learned,  while  at  the  mouth  of  Cumberland,  that  general 
Adair  was  shortly  expected  there,  with  a  body  of  six  thousand 
men;  many  of  whom  were  the  most  respectable  citizens  of 
the  state  of  Kentucky-  Mr.  Glass  farther  mentioned,  as  a 
thing  which  had  been  very  generullv  reported,  and  as  much 
so  believed,  that  colonel  Burr  had  building  at  ^Marietta,  three 
gun-boats  and  a  brig  of  12  guns,  which  were  to  get  out  as 
soon  as  the  height  of  the  water  would  permit ;  that  general 
Dayton  had  arrived  in  Kentucky,  with  six  thousand  stand  of 
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arms  and  clothing ;   and  lliut  he  was  in  ihal  state  at  the  time 
of  his  (Mr.  (ilass)  Icavinj^ thcif. 

Mr.  Class  likewise  inloimcd  Mr.  Bradford,  that  colonel 
Bvirr,  while  in  Kentucky,  generally  lived  al  the  house  of  .Mr. 
John  IJrackeiiridgc,  whose  horses  he  was  in  the  liahil  of 
\isin^  lo  iraiibporl  him  from  place  to  place,  such  as  lrf)ni 
Mr.  l}rackcnri(lj;e's  lo  Nashville. 

Taken  from  the  orii^iiial  memorandum,  made  in  presence 
of  James  Bradford. 

JA:  WILKINSON'. 


MEMORANDUM   of  a  conversation   held  hy  doctor 
lohn  Watkins,  then  mayor  of  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  and 

Ijcaker  of  ihc  house  of  delegates  of  the  territory,  to  general 
laiues  Wilkinson,  in  the  month  of  November,  1806,  at  the 
:iousc  of  James  Carrick  esq. — Speaking  of  the  rumors  in 
circulation,  he  observed  "  It  was  nonsense  to  attempt  to  for- 
"  tify  the  city,  for  if  the  people  expected  from  above,  should 
*'  come  down,  the  general  could  not  resist  them  with  his  rc- 
♦'  gular  force,  and  thai  he  would  not  find  a  man  to  assist  him 
«  here  ;  that  the  flames  of  revolution  were  so  widely  extend- 
«'  ed,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  government  to  extinguish 
"  them  ;  and  that  they  de>,erved  it  from  their  imbecility  and 
"  their  connivance  al  Miranda's  expedition  ;  for  that  every 
<«  child  in  the  streets  who  could  lisp,  would  tell  you  that  they 

"  did  connive  at  thai  expedition  ;   that  we   might  talk  of  dis- 

"  contents  on  the  Mississippi,  but  they  were  lo  be  found  on 

"  the  Atlantic  also  " 

Taken  from  the  original  memorandum  made  in  Ncw-Or- 

leans,  pending  Burr's  conspiracy. 

JA:  WILKINSON. 


(SACREDLY  CONFIDENTIAL.) 

Natchez,  Xovcwbcr  12///,  1306. 
SIR 

I  WROTE  you  from  Natchitoches  on  the  8th  instant, 
by  major  Porter,  who  descends  with  all  the  artificers  and  100 
men  from  that  place,  to  be  iuunedialcly  followed  by  colonel 
Cushing,  and  every  other  man  but  one  company. 

You  arc  surrounded  by  dangers  of  which  you  dream  not, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  American  government  is  seriously 
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menaced.  The  storm  will  probably  burst  in  New-Or- 
leans, where  I  shall  meet  it,  and  triumph;  or  perish.  The 
French  train  of  light  artillery  is  indispensible  to  our  defence. 
Itherefore  conjure  you  to  aid  colonel  Freeman,  in  getting  or 
taking  possession  of  it.  Assist  him  also  in  procuring  pick- 
etts  to  stockade  the  town,  and  strengthen  the  old  fortifica- 
tions. We  shall  have  1000  regular  troops  in  the  city,  in 
three  weeks,  and  I  look  for  succour  by  sea.  1  have  little 
confidence  in  your  militia,  yet  I  trust  we  may  find  a  few 
patriotic  spirits  among  them.  You  have  spies  on  your  every 
movement  and  disposition,  and  our  safety  and  success  de- 
pend -vitally  on  the  concealment  of  our  intentions.  I  there- 
fore make  this  communication  in  the  most  solemn  confidence, 
and  in  the  name  of  our  common  country,  that  you  do  not 
breathe  nor  even  hint  it  to  the  most  intimate  friend  of  your 
bosom.  The  reserve  may  be  painful,  but  you  must  bear  it 
until  I  see  you,  which  will  be  in  a  very  few  days ;  and  let  me 
intreat  you  that  all  your  measures  may  be  suspended  for  my 
arrival,  and  that  no  emotion  may  be  betrayed. 

Colonel  Freeman's  line  of  conduct  has  been  prescribed  to 
him.  I  shall  leave  this  place  the  day  after  to-morrow,  but 
must  dismantle  fort  Adams,  and  remove  every  offensive  wea- 
pon from  it.  I  fear  our  government  have  been  surprised — 
but  within  six  days  from  the  present,  the  president  will  be 
fully  apprised  of  the  plot,  which  implicates  thousands  ;  and 
among  them,  some  of  your  particular  friends,  as  well  as  my 
own.  I  again  solemnly  charge  you,  to  hold  this  communi- 
cation to  your  own  breast,  (excepting  colonel  Freeman.) 

I  write  in  haste,  and  dispatch  this  by  express.  Farewell, 
and  God  bless  you  so  long  as  you  may  adhere  to  our  country, 
and  co-operate  in  its  defence  with 

(Signed)  JA:   WILKINSON. 

N.  B.    iVIake  no  newspaper  communication  of  expected 
dangers  ;  but  say  the  troops  are   going  into  winter  quarters 
in  New-Orleans,  and  that  the  president  has  ordered  the  old 
fortifications  te  be  repaired. 
Govei-nor  Claiborne. 


[Xo.  116.) 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  brigadier  general   Wilkinson,  to  the 
honorable  Jamea  M^Henry,  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Fort  St.  Clair,  June  lOth,  1797. 
SHOULD  we  be  driven  to  offence,  and  any  operation 

be  Bointed  against  Louisiana,  I  conceive  it  would  produce 
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very  happy  effects,  could  provision  be  made  for  the  appoint- 
nitiii  and  levy  oi  one  regiment  in  W  csi  Tlonda,  and  thai 
province.  'I'lic  I  rcnch  natives  of  Louisiana,  white  and  black, 
arc  liardy  and  active  ;  the  latter  are  as  tvscnty  to  one.  Two 
years  since  llity  had  conspired  to  rut  otV  the  whiles:  the  plan 
was  matured  and  would  have  been  carried  into  effect,  but  for 
the  betrayal  of  bonie  two  or  three  of  the  rinKlfi>dcrs.  1  think 
too,  that  ilu-  appi'ininicnl  and  levy  of  a  regiment  in  Ken- 
tucky, would  produce  happy  consequeiicci.  In  such  cuncj 
ginrral  John  Eclair jshould  have  the  commaiiJ  ;  he  in  a  man  of 
mrlirn'-ij  soul. 

True  extract, 

\.  PIXK.NEY,  Cap. 


[Xo.  117.) 

/''.nrccl  of  a  Utter  from  gnrcral  Wilkintiuif  to  'he  Sccretanj 
of  IVar,  dated 
PlTTSBV UGH,  Decernbn-  \4th,  1797. 

"  I  WILL  state  another  case  to  you.  On  the  4th  No- 
vember 1792,  a  body  of  Indians  under  the  Little  Turtle,  ap- 
peared in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  before  fort  Hamilton, 
which  place  I  had  left  in  the  morninp,  and  captured  three 
soldiers  from  a  workinc;  parly.  I  received  this  intelligence 
at  1 1  o'clock  P.  M.  in  fort  Washington.  From  the  weakness 
of  my  force,  1  had  been  authorized  at  that  time  to  call  forth 
one  hundred  mounted  ridenien,  who,  under  a  major  Adair, 
were  employed  in  escorting  convoys  of  provision  to  the  head 
of  the  line,  and  were  then  out  on  this  duly.  I  instantly  wrote 
to  the  major  ;  "  Sir,  the  enemy  has  appeared  this  evening  at 
fort  Hamilton,  and  has  captured  three  men,  but  you  are  his 
object,  and  you  must  fighl  before  you  return.  Sergeant  ma- 
jor Breck  is  dispatched  with  this  advice,  to  warn  you  of  your 
danger,  and  I  lament  it  is  not  iti  my  power  to  succour  you." 
This  note  reached  the  major  the  next  evening,  and  on  the 
morning  following  he  was  attacked  under  the  walls  of  fort 
St.  Clair,  and  although  he  made  a  gallanl  resistance,  the 
enemy  being  three  to  one  in  number,  carried  their  point 
to  plunder  his  camp,  and  possessed  themselves  of  his  horses. 
Now  sir,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  would  it  have  been  most 
laudable  in  me  to  have  waited  the  tardy  operation  of  the  law 
for  succour,  ^yhich  must  have  baiRed  mv  wishes,  or,  had  time 
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permitted,  to  have  dashed  forward  to  the  relief  of  this  party? 
•with  the  patriotic  and  willing  strength  of  the  country,  where- 
ver I  could  have  found  it." 
True  extract, 

A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 


fNo.  118.^ 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  general  IVilkinson,  to  general  Bear- 
bor7i,  Secretary  of  V/ar,  dated 

July  24th,  1803. 
«OF  all  the  military  officers  in  Kentucky,  general  Adair 
^  has  greatly  the  advantage.  He  is  moulded  by  nature  for  mili- 
tary life  ;  but  he  is  a  major-general,  and  should  we  ever  act 
together,  you  must  give  me  a  brevet,  or  he  will  claim  the. 
command,  though  he  has  frequently  acted  under  me,  once  as 
my  aid-de-camp." 

True  extract, 

A.  PIXKNEY,  Cap. 


(Ao.  119.) 
Rapids  of  Ohio,  May  \2tli,  1805,  1 1  o'clock,  A.  M. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

I  DID  not  answer  your  letter  by  Taylor,  but  I  did  bet- 
ter;  I  procured  him  a  pension  of  20  dollars  per  month.  I 
was  to  have  introduced  my  friend  Burr  to  you  ;  but  in  this  I 
failed  by  accident.  He  understands  your  merits,  and  reckons 
on  you.  Prepare  to  visit  me,  and  I  will  tell  you  all.  We 
must  have  a  peep  at  the  unknown  world  beyond  me.  I  shall 
want  a  pair  of  strong  carriage  horses,  at  about  120  dollars 
each,  young  and  sound,  substantial,  but  not  flashy.  I  am  in 
health  ;  and  in  spite  of  the  neglect  of  friends,  and  the  shame- 
ful omissions  of  attornies,  have  this  day  given  sir a 

damper.  Perdition  overtake  the  Jew  scoundrel ;  he  had 
nearly  destroyed  me  by  a  decree,  of  which  I  had  no  intima- 
tion, although  it  is  almost  seven  years  old.  Enough  for  the 
present. 

Thine  ever, 

JA:  WILKINSON. 
I  sail  in  an  hour.     Write  me  private. 
General  Adair. 
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rXo.  1211.7 
(COXril)KNTlAI-)  y 

I  AM  desirous,  lite  yourself,  to  make  a  snuj?  fixture, 
nnd  \vM\^  up  my  s\>ord.  Our  soil,  we  may  llr.mk  (iod,  is  not 
favorul)lc  10  military  pursui;s ;  and  the  profession  of  arms 
has  become  disrcpiiiablc.  in  our  free  and  peaceful  country. 
Will  you  look  out  lor  a  handsome  spot  for  me,  \\\c  or  six 
milcs'from  St.  Louis,  of  loOO  acres,  more  or  less,  rich,  well 
timbered,  and  layinij:  well  for  cullivalitjn,  with  cx(  client  wa- 
ter, anil  a  mill-seat  ?  1  sli.dl  want  such  a  spot.  W  ill  you  have 
the  i^oodness  to  look  for  one  without  speaking  lor  whom  ? 
"and  if  a  bargain  presents,  you  may  make  in  your  own  name,  a 
provisional  contract,  to  be  off  or  ou  in  six  monihs.  Pardon 
the  freedom  I  take  with,  and  the  trouble  I  offer  you. 
With  esteem  and  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JA:   WILKINSON. 
Major  Briiff. 


{No.   121.) 

: .xtract  of  a  letter  from  t^enrral  Juhn  yldair^  senator  of  the 
Unitt^d  States  from  the  utate  of  Kentucky.,  to  gtnerul  ll'il- 
kinsoriy  dated 

C'lrv  oi'  Washington,  December  3lsf,  \H05. 
I  H.W'K  afavor  tobc^ol  you,  which  I  am  afraid  you  will 
think  too  great ;  1  ask  for  my  own  inlormation  alone  :  I  wish 
to  know  your  opinion  of  the  courses  and  distances  that  follow. 
First — how  far  the  Rio  Hravo  empties  into  the  gulph  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  Nev  -Orleans,  to'^ether  with 
the  i^enirul  course:  thcsame  as  to  the  Kivcr  Colorado,  and  the 
probable  length  of  these  rivers:  likewise,  the  same  as  to  a 
line  which  would  begin  on  the  gulph  between  Carecut  or 
Carcase  and  Armcnto  or  Marmcnto,  and  run  so  as  to  piss 
between  Tlie  Ade  s  and  Natchitoches,  until  it  strikes  the  iied 
River.  I  do  not  expect  you  to  send  me  any  thing  like  a  niap 
of  ihe  country,  but  merely  such  infcnnation  as  will  en:  ble 
mc  to  form  something  like  a  correct  opimun,  fo-'  my  own  in- 
formation and  satisfaction.  I  well  know  "o'l.-  geograpliical 
knowledge  of  that  country  must  be  better  than  i*ny  others. 
Will  you  likewise  mention  the  distance  and  course  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  Santa  Fee  ? 
True  extract, 

A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 
vol.  ii.  17 
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(No.  122.  J 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  general  John   Adair  ^  senator  of  the 

United  States  from  the  state  of  Kentucky,  to  general  IVil- 

kinaon,  dated 

City  of  Washington,  January  27th,  1806. 
THE  mountain  is  still  in  labor,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  will 
literally  verify  the  adage.  The  prevailing  opinion  here,  is 
still  on  the  side  of  peace.  With  Spain,  we  are  told  all  our 
difi'erences  are  settled  in  the  lumal  '■vay.  France  will  be  our 
good  friend  so  soon  as  we  obey,  promptly,  the  mandate  of 
general  Tureau,  and  refuse  to  drink  any  more  of  Dessalines' 
coffee.  We  have  only  then  to  contend  with  Johnny  Bull, 
and  our  friend  Bonaparte  is  about  settling  that  business  ;  be- 
sides, the  whale  world  must  see  that  we  are  right, and  that  the 
British  are  wrong,  in  their  construction  and  interpretation  of 
the  law  of  nations.  We  have  whole  volumes  wrote  and  pub- 
lished on  our  side  of  the  question  ;  the  British  do  not  write 
so  much,  indeed,  but  they  have  one  short  argument  on  their 
side,  which  our  jurists  are  not  very  well  prepared  to  rebut— 
350  armed  ships  have  great  weight  to  enlighten  a  judge  of  an 
admiralty  court,  and  determine  a  question  of  right  between 
nations. 

You  observe  to  me  that  I  "  ha-ve  seen  colonel  Burr,  and  ask 
vie  nvhat  was  his  business  in  the  west.'"  Answer  :  Only  to  avoid 
a  prosecution  in  J^'cw-York.  JVotv,  sir,  you  tvill  oblige  me  by 
ansivering  a  question  m  turn,  for  I  knoiv  you  can  ;  Jiray  how 
far  is  it,  and  what  kind  of  way  from  St.  Louis  to  Santa  Fee, 
and  from  thence  to  Mexico  7 

I  was  informed  a  few  days  past,  and  I  believe  the  informa- 
tion to  be  correct,  that  both  the  ruling  parties  in  New-York, 
have  made  proposals  to  colonel  Burr,  offering  to  pass  a  law 
pardoning  all  past,  and  to  elect  him  governor,  if  he  will  re- 
turn. He  left  this  a  few  days  past,  for  the  south,  and  will 
return  before  the  session  closes  ;  whether  he  will  accede  to 
tlieir  proposals  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say. 
True  extract, 

A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 


{No.   123.) 

Extract  of  g.  letter  from  general  John  Adair ^  a  senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  state  of  Kentucky,  to  general  Wilkin- 
son, dated 

City  of  Washington,  ^/inV  \7th,  1806. 
CONGRESS  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  to  adjourn  on 
Monday  nextj   all  the  important  concerns  of  the  nation. 
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tlic  insults  and  injuries  ii  has  susiaincd,  (as  roniniunicatt-H  by 
the  ptt'sidcnt,  and  (  lainoicd  iron)  (nu-  end  olihe  r.oMlin<-nt  ti) 
the  ulhci)  havf  been  duly  alteiKied  to  and  provided  lor;  so 
have  said  a  lar;;e  niajoriiy  I  was  not  one  of  lliat  majority, 
tlicieloie,  I  was  wronj^.  Jwo  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
appropriated  to  enable  the  president  to  ne^rotiate  with  loreijjn 
powers;  by  paying  this  in  advance,  it  is  hoped  we  can  pur- 
chase the  Floridas,  and  settle  all  dilVcrenccs  Avith  Spain. 
This  the  intemi)erate  Mr.  H.indolpb  (alls  buyinj;  peace,  not 
from  Spain,  but  from  her  master,  lionaparte  ;  sonu- others 
tbmk  so  too;  ihey  must  be  mistaken.  A  bill  to  prevent  tlie 
importation  of  certain  articles  from  Cinat-Uritain,  alter  the 
I5iii  of  November  next,  it  is  believed  will  briiii,'  that  haughty 
maritime  power  to  bend  her  top-sails  to  us.  Thus  our  wars 
have  all  vanished.  You  may  content  yourself  with  govcrninjj  ; 
you  will  have  no  fighlini;  (\inlcss  with  judge  Lucas).  A  bill 
came  to  the  senate  some  time  phst,  declaring  that  no  officer 
of  I  he  army  or  navy  sliould  hold  or  exercise  anv  civil  nflicc  or 
appointment,  after'the  third  of  July  next;  this  I  presume, 
was  intended  to  give  you  a  relish  for  entering  upon  a  celebra- 
tion of  the  fourth  :  the  senate  rejected  it.  Another  has  been 
sent  us  a  few  days  past,  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  Mi- 
chigan and  Louisiana  territories,  to  make  laws  with  or  witJi- 
out  the  aid  of  the  governor;  this  l)ill  was  taken  tip  in  senate 
yesterday,  and  drew  from  your  friends  some  warmth  of  ex- 
pression ;  they  considered  it  as  an  unwarranted  persecution, 
founded  in  malice.  I  was  sorry  general  Samuel  Smith  was 
in  the  chair  as  president  pro  tern,  he  comes  out  pretty  freely 
on  such  occasions.  The  bill  was  laid  to  sleep  till  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next;  till  which  period  1  presume,  the 
gcnernor  may  likewise  sleep  in  peace  ;  as  it  is  now  too  late 
in  ll)C  session,  y";r  malice  ifur/fro  virdltart  a  furthvr  attack. 

You  have  seen  in  the  papers,  the  attack  made  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph on  the  administration  ;  it  is  spoken  of  here  as  a  light 
tiling  ;  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  will  grow.  An  opposition 
to  those  in  power  is  generally  popular  ;  those  who  oppose, 
have  only  to  watch  the  conduct  of  others;  they  do  not  act 
themselves  l)y  wliich  tiiey  might  be  committed.  The  presi- 
dent has  been  imprudent  in  declaring  so  soon,  that  he  would 
not  be  a  candidate  for  the  oflice ;  it  has  lost  liim  a  great  share 
«f  inlluencc,  derived  from  patronage.  Courtiers  already  look 
up  to  tho  president  in  expectancy. 

True  extract, 

A.  PINKNEY',  Cap. 
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fNo.  124,  J  * 

Extract  of  an  intercefited  letter  from  a  particular  friend^  to 
general  John  Adair,  dated  j 

Frankfort,  January  \5th,  !8O0. 
We  have  various  reports  in  this  state,  respecting  your 
business  at  Orleans;  some  say  Burr  has  twelve  hundred  men 
at  Orleans,  and  that  you  are  to  join  him  there;  and  after 
making  yourselves  mastei's  of  the  treasury,  you  are  to  go  on 
and  invade  Mexico ;  but  I  think  you  had  best  collect  more 
man,  before  you  set  out  on  your  war  expedition.  Others  say 
you  intend  a  separation  of  the  Union,  and  that  Burr  will  then 
be  emperor  of  the  Western  country,  and  you  secretary  of 
state  ;  but  I  alv/ays  say  I  know  you  will  not  agree  to  be  second 
in  command,  that  you  would  rebel  first,  and  if  you  couid  not 
dethrone  Burr  in  any  other  way,  you  would  blow  up  his  pa- 
lace ,with  gun-powder.  We  were  told  that  colonel  Burr  was 
met  within  five  miles  of  Nashville,  riding  at  full  speed,  and 
had  killed  three  horses,  and  said  he  must  see  general  Jack- 
son before  he  slept ;  and  that  five  miles  behind  him,  you  was 
met  in  a  long  gallop,  your  horse  almost  tired  down,  (three 
held  already  given  out  with  you)  that  you  said  you  must  see 

Burr  before  he  saw  Jackson  ;  that  thirty  miles  behind 

was  met  in  full  chace  of  you. 
True  extract, 

A.  PINKNEY,  Cap. 


(Ao.  125.) 

Natchitoches,  Scjitcmber '2,?,th,  1806, 
SIR, 

ON  the  receipt  of  this,  you  are  to  fall  down  to  Fort 
Stoddertwitb  your  whole  force,  and  hold  yourself  in  readiness 
to  ofiend  at  a  day's  warning.    Your  artillery  and  ammunition 
should  be  examined,  prepared,  and  arranged. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JA:  WILKINSON. 
Captain  Thomas  S-waine,  2d  Infantry.^ 

Cantonment  near  Fort  St.  Stephen's  on  the  Toinbigby  river. 

jVote... .The  main  body  of  the  troops  under  captain  Swaine, 
for  the  preservation  of  their  health,  had  been  removed  from 
Fort  Stoddert,  and  were  hutted  near  Fort  St.  Stephens,  about 
forty-five  miles  above  on  the  Tombigby. 
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(No.  126J 
Natchitoches,  A'avembfr  6th,  1806. 
SIR, 

VOU  arc  to  proceed  with  the  detachment  of  your  com- 
mand, and  tlic  ordnance  and  stores  mdcrcd,  witli  all  possible 
expedition  to  New-Orleans,  and  report  to  lieutenant  colonel 
Freeman,  from  whom  you  are  to  demand  and  receive  what- 
ever you  !nay  find  necessary  to  promote  the  particular  service 
confided  to  you. 

Vou  are  to  repair,  mount,  and  equip  for  service,  every 
piece  of  ordnance,  large  and  small,  which  you  can  lay  your 
hands  on,  and  are  to  work  ail  hands  double  tides,  who  under- 
stand the  business,  in  fixing  shot,  shells,  grape,  cannlsler  and 
musquet  cartridges  with  buck  shot.  Let  your  field  pieces 
be  all  ready,  with  horse  harness  and  drag  ropes,  to  take  the 
Held  ;  and  let  six  or  eight  battering  cannon  be  mounted  in 
Fori  bt.  Charles,  and  ihc  same  number  in  Fort  St.  Louis,  to 
bear  on  the  river,  the  tront  and  flanks  of  the  city.  In  the  ex- 
ccuiion  of  these  orders  the  utmost  economy  must  be  observ- 
ed, yet  no  unavoidable  expense  must  be  spared. 

I  entreat  you  to  employ  every  exertion  to  reach  the  point 
of  your  destination,  where  you  Avill  find  mc  on  the  20th  inst. 
AVith  respect  and  esteem, 
1   am,  sir,  your.  Sec. 

JA:  WILKINSON. 

'^fajor  .^foses  For.'cr,  ^f  the  artillery. 


(Xo.   127.) 

Baltimore,  ISTarch  1 5th,  1808. 
DEAR  SIR, 

ON  my  return  home  I  waited  od  Mr.  Schrader,  to  learn 
from  him  the  conversation  that  passed  between  Mr.  Thiesen 
and  himself.  Mr.  S.  says  that  Mr.  Thiesen  told  hinu  that 
he  was  in  company  with  Mr.  Daniel  Clark  in  Philadelphia, 
and  talking  of  the  affairs  of  the  Western  country,  observed 
to  him,  Thiesen,  that  the  people  generally  in  the  Western 
country  were  favorable  to  J.  Burr,  and  that  they  would  have 
him.  Burr,  for  their  president;  and  to  show  their  contempt 
for  our  president,  they  wcnld  give  him  a  salary  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  R.  HIGINBOTHOM. 

GcncrcUJames  Jl'ilkinso::. 
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fNo.  128  J 

Interrogatories  put  to  A.  H.  Thie&eii,  en  the  part  of  general 
JVilkinson. 

1st.  Have  you  ever  held  conversation  with  any  person  re- 
specting the  discontents  at  New-Orleans,  the  separation  of 
that  territory  or  the  Western  country  from  the  Union  ;  the 
election  of  a  president  there;  that  Burr  would  be  the  man, 
and  that  he  would  be  allowed  fifty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  ? 

2d.  Do  you  recollect  from  whom  you  had  this  information  ; 
■was  it  from  some  person  from  New-Orleans  ;  was  such  con- 
versation or  any  thing  like  it,  ever  held  in  presence  of  Daniel 
Clark,  and  where  was  it  held,  and  at  what  time  ? 

1st.  I  have  heard  it  stated  in  the  course  of  conversation, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  New-Orleans  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  government  of  the  United  States ;  that  they  wished  to 
have  a  governor  of  their  own  ;  that  Mr.  Burr  w^ould  probably 
be  the  person  elected  by  them  in  such  a  case,  and  that  it  was 
presumable  a  salary  exceeding  even  that  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  would  then  be  annexed  to  that  office. 

2d.  This  conversEition  1  think  I  heard  from  gentleinen. 
from  New-Orleans,  who  were  in  Philadelphia;  but  as  I  felt 
no  particular  interest  in  the  conversation,  and  as  it  passed,  in 
my  opinion,  about  three  years  ago,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
sav  from  whom  it  proceeded,  nor  where  it  passed.  I  cannot 
positively  say  neither  whether  Mr.  Clark  was  present  or  not. 

A.  H.  THIESEN. 

Sworn  before  me  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Baltimore  county,  on  the  16th  day  of  June.  1808. 

JOHN  AISQUITH. 

fXo.  129. J 

HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

New-Orleaxs,  December  7th,  1806. 
SIR, 

HAVING  received  information  founded  on  testimony 
to  my  mind  satisfactoiy,  that  an  illegal  combination  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  with  c'^signs  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests of  their  own  country,  and  hostile  to  our  peaceful  rela- 
tions with  the  Spanish  government,  has  been  formed  \Vithin 
our  limits,  of  which  the  plan  is  to  descend  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  the  latter  end  of  this  month ;  and  having  reason 
to  believe  from  the  same  channel  of  communication,  that  the 
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succour  of  a  Rihish  naval  armament  has  been  cither  promi- 
sed or  applied  lor,  loco-operate  with  and  assist  the  insurgents 
in  their  projected  illc};al  cnterprize,  I  deem  it  my  ofiir  iul 
duty,  as  commander  in  rliiel"  of  the  army  of  liie  United  Stales, 
on  lieiialf  of  the  j^overnmeTjt,  to  inform  you,  that  such  plan  is 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  ( onslitution  of  liiose  states,  and  lias 
been  undertaken  without  liu-  privity  or  approbation  of  the 
government. 

With  the  forces  under  my  command  and  assembled  at 
this  place,  I  shall  exert  every  endeavor  to  impede  and  alto^;e- 
thcr  defeat  thecnlerprizc,and  I  shall  lo  the  utmost  of  my  abi- 
lity, resist  any  foreiijn  co-o[)erali()n  with  tlie  insuryeiits, 
either  by  land  or  sea. 

I  have  therefore,  sir,  in  the  name  of  my  government,  to 
warn  youancKdl  the  Hi  itish  naval  and  military  ottu  eis  seiviiitj 
on  the  West-India  station,  that  any  interference  on  their  p.rt 
or  co-operation  in  such  i)lan,  must  be  considered  as  hi;^ldy 
injurious  to  the  United  States,  and  afTcctini^  the  present  ami- 
cable relations  which  happily  prevail  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  tendinis  to  inimediaic  hostilities. 

II  however,  as  I  have  reason  to  ho})e  (from  the  known  jus- 
tice of  the  British  nation,  and  its  strictadhcrence  to  the  i;r.;at 
code  of  l.iw,  which  rci^uiatcr,  the  iincrcoursc  ami  conduct  of 
nations)  the  government  of  (ireatlirilain  should  refuse  its 
countenance  and  succour  to  this  desperate  and  illei^al  cnter- 
pri/e,  may  1  expect  that  you  \»ill,  as  far  as  your  authority  ex- 
tends, prevent  all  subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty  Iroui 
tllinii;  out  and  armint^  under  whatever  pretext,  any  private 
ship  of  war,  or  other  force,  either  of  men  or  vessels  to  aid  or 
comfort  the  insui stents,  in  the  unwarrantable  dcsij^n  before 
mentioned.  1  am  sure  your  excellency  nmst  be  sensible  of 
the  rc.sonableness  of  this  retiuest,  as  well  upon  general  prin- 
ciples of  national  policy,  as  from  a  particular  consideration  of 
the  existinj;  treaties  and  good  understanding  subsisting  be- 
tween our  respective  governments. 

I  commit  this  letter  lo  the  charge  of  lieutenant  Swan,  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  whom   I   send  by  an  express 
boat ;  and  with  perfect  reliance  on  your  good  sense  and  jus- 
tice, to  give  the  comnnuiicatioii  its  due  weight, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JA:   WILKINSON. 

To  hU  excellency  the  admiral  oj' his  Britannic 
majesty* sjlcct^  commanding  on  the  Jamaica 
station. 
\nd  to  the  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  tiic  Island 
of  Jamaica,  a  copy  was  transniiitcd  by  the  saniC  conveyance. 
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fj\o.  130.7 
HIS  BRITANNIC  MAJESTY'S  SHIP  VETERAN, 

VoKT-Rowh,  January  \7th,  1807. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  December  by- 
lieutenant  Swan,  which,  from  the  stile  of  menace  contained 
in  it,  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  answer. 

Your  excellency  may  be  assured,  British  ships  of  war  will 
never  be  employed  on  any  improper  service,  and  that  I  shall 
ever  be  ready,  most  cheerfully  to  obey  the  orders  of  my  so- 
vereign. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JA.  R.  DACRES, 
Vice  admiral  and  commander  in  chief 
Tq  his  cxceikncij  sfeneral  inikinson,  i^:.  i^c.  K^fc. 
JVc'iu-Orleans. 


[No.    131.) 

King's  House,  Jamaica,  January  \9th,  1307. 
SIR, 

I  DO  myself  the  honor  of  acknowledging  your  letter  of 
the  7th  ultimo,  enclosing  the  copy  of  one  addressed  by  you 
to  the  vice  admiral,  commanding  the  squadron  on  this  sta- 
tion. 

I  trust,  and  sincerely  believe,  that  the  representation  made 
to  you  is  totally  groundless ;  your  letter  being  the  first  and 
only  intelligence  that  has  reached  me  on  the  subject. 

Nobody  can  more  ardently  wish  than   I   do,  that  no  cause 
should  occur  to  interrupt  that  harmony  and  close  connection 
now  subsisting  betwixt  our  respective  governments,  the  cort- 
tinuance  of  which  is  so  much  to  be  desired  by  both. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

EYRE  COOTE. 
General  Wilkinson.)  ii'c.'<Jfc.  cSfc. 
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